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tinii sukaid; fUargine t?a/45 /o«^ pmdo 
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Hahiiat in frdo Magellmkv {Voh ¥ixMmy Mus. 
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This shell, which was dredged up from deep water in idle bay 
of Port Famine, attached to stmiea, is not a common shell in tln' 
Strait4 


19 . Tjbhebbatula Sowbubii* 


2\ testd sifhroiutuld, plantNsculd, suhjmcdy longitudinaUter fadia/im 
iramvi rsim subsf naidy medio suptriw depressd , infra convexdy snfh 
glahrd; margiiie nirimjike erenulato, medio ghibro ; long. 1 , 

paufo pli/s; a!i, poIL 

llabiiai in frdo MagellaniaK Mus. nost.^ Geo, Sotvei'hy. 


20. Cmro^' setio^ h. 


Cnieslti orali, aniice snlHUimtudd ; tahis suhdmtatuy tvnmie: 
rent rice siruitisy aniicd 1 posticli hrvf ptiriuld ; nn^s 
iateralihus strits dmhus elevatis nmrginalihus ; Hgtmenio ^ 
giiiali hio igaio^ sdigero; kng.2^i poll, 

Hahiiaiad orm Tierr.i dci Fuego d in frdo Mugdlucn^ . 


Mus. Brit.. 7iosi.j BnnL 

Shell ovate, rather attenuaUid towards the anterior end, gent r th 
of a light bluogreen colour, variegalcd witli markings (l:i! \ 
slate. Valves slightly beaked with rniuute concentric strix, t u 
lateral coinpartnients with two marginal ridges, which iu 
speiOTieas are graimlose, in others smootln The anterior vah h ^ 
eight, besides two marginal, ridges of tile same character ; the pe - 
tenor valve m very small cmd simxAh. Border coriatwus, and si t 
witli bristles priKluced from Uiree rows of tuft^^ or jiores. in souu 
of the specimens in my possession tlm bristlcB are rubbed oil’. 

The shell b fcHurid in ah parts of the shares Tierra del Fuego. 
particularly on its seaward coast, and western pan-ts of the >Sir;iJt 
of Magalhaens, 
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MV hOUp. 

I huve the Ivoii'onr of otMiiraling to y(,"ir lonislnp, 
aa Uoad of' the IS aval Service, tfiis narraiiVf: of 
flu* Surveying Xoy.igoH of the Adventuro and 
lieugie, hetvvceo. the vcuirs iOitiuJid IHdO, 
(h'ig'hiated l»y ihe Roard of A<lj:tiiraltv, over 
which Vi'coniii Melvilto presided, Uhtse Noyages 
have been carried Vhi, '•iiice IB30, vihder bis loni- 
slii}/'."^ siiceessca'S di odiee, 
iJapluiii King has antborized tne to lay the 
joulb^ of tlir Expedition -whieh he c‘oniii>ande<l, 
from to before your lordship, united 

to rho.Ne of the Bejtgle’s Mulkseqnent voyages. 

I have the honour to be, 

MV LORO, 

Veuir lordship s olHHlietti servant. 

ROBBR l' FriZ lUiV 




PREFACE. 


In this Work, tlic result of nine yeartf . voyaging, partly 
on coasts little known, an attempt has been made to combine 
giving general information with the paramount object — that of 
fulhiling a duty to the Admiralty, for the benefit of Seamen. 

tails, ))urely technical, have been avoided in the narrative 
nr»r<- than I ctnild have w'ished ; but some are added in the 
\ppc*mlix to each volume: and in a nautical memoir, drawn 
ibr the Admiralty, those which are here omitted will l>e 

( here are a few words used frequently in the following 
p which may not at first sight lx? familiar to every reader, 

‘ reforo I need hardly apologize for saying that, although 
great Portuguese navigators naine was Magalhaens — ^it is 
’tvneraily pronounced as if written Magellan that the 
v-atives of Tierra del Fuogo are commonly called Fuegians; — 
and that ChiWe is thus accented for reasons given in page 584 
of iiur second volanic. 

In the qbsence of Captain King, who has entrusted to me 
care of publishing liis share of this work, I may have 
o\<^riookerl errors which he would have detected. Being 
hurried, and iinv;ell, nhile attending to the printing of his 
volunii**, I was not able to do it justice. 
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It may he a subject iif ixigret, that no paj>erpn the Qotauy 
of Tierra del Fuego is a];)ptnHled to the first volume, CaptsJn 
King took great pains in forming and prt^serving a botanical 
collection, aided by a person enihrirked solely for that purjK)se, 
He placed this collection in the Jlritish Museum, and was led 
to ex])ect that a first-rate botanist would have examined and 
desenbed it ; but he has been disappointed. 

In conclusion, I beg to remind the reader, that the work is 
vinavoidably of a rambling ind very mixe<l character ; that 
soine parts may be wholly uninteresting to most readers, 
though, perhaps, o'*t: devoid of interest to all; and that its 
publication arises solely from a sense of duty, 

ROBKaT riiz-noY 

J.oM'.io!.!, Marcli ? 
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In 1B25, the Lords CotuuiissioiKrK of the 
Admiralty directed two ships to be prepare«J for a 
Survey of tlie Southern Coasts of South America ; 
and in May, of the following year, the Advkntc hu 
ami the llE vorn were lying in Plymouth Sound, 
itady to carry tiu orders of tlieir Lorrlships into 
<'\<.‘cu1 sou. 

These \esm‘ls waae well provided with evta'V 
iircc'ssarv, and everv comfort, which the liberalitv 
and kindness of the Afhniralty, iNavy Board, and 
tdjfcers of the Dock-yards, could <'anse to he 
'urnished. 

t)n l>oard the Adventure, a roomy ship, of .i.iO 
toijs burthen, witlunit guns,* lightly though strongly 
rigged, and very strongly built, were - 

PinLLti* Pa UK KB Kind, Coinmaatlt^r mui or, Sonior 

OtiiciT ot the Expoditiou. 

,1. C'VtoKK LieiutTiiiut, 

B. ATN>vto;tTn Miivtcr. 

f]. iARN Surfi;t‘on. 

* P JO opting one tV»r Mgniils, 




E. Williams Second Master. 

J. Pauk Assistant Surgeon, 

W, W, WiL^oN’ Midshipman. 

A. Millar Master’s Assistant. 

A. MKT.LiviiSH Volunteer 1st Ckss. 

J. iUrssKLL Volunteer 2d Class. 

G, HooGaKiN Clerk. 

J. A^’^>KR«oN Botanical Collector. 

Gun ncr Boatswain-^ — and Carpenter. 

Scricant 'xml fourteen Mariiit.s ; iind about fortr Seamen and 


Boys. 

In the Beagle, a welBhuilt little vessel, of 2;}5 
tons, rigge<l as a barcjne, and earrying six guns, 
were — 

PiMisOLL Si’oKK.^ <.’<immandt?r tmd Suneyor. 

E. IJAv/r.s Lieutenant. 

W G Sktuino ...... Lieut, and A^siiit. Surveyor, 

S. »S Fr.i.v.v ... 

K. Bov KK Surgeon. 

d. A'nuLJ Purser. 

d. Kikkh Mate. 

B/Bynok Ab’jjisftimt Surgeon. 

J. L. Stot:e^- Midhhipman. 

R. i*. Lnivir V’^olunteiT 1st Clfbr*. 

W. Jo.N'Kfe Volunteer 2d Class. 

d. MAcnocALf Clerk. 

Carpotiter. 


Sen* ant and nine Manner, and about forty Seamen and Boy^. 
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In the course of the voyage, several changes 
occurred among the officers, which it may be well 
to mention here. 

In September, 1826, Lieutenant Hawes inva- 
lided : and was succeeded by Mr. R, H. Sholl, the 
senior mate in the Expedition. 

In February, 1827, Mr. Ainsworth was unfortu- 
nately drowned; and, in his place, Mr. Williams 
acted, until superseded by Mr. S. S. Flinn, of the 
Beagle. 

Lieutenant Cooke invalided in June, 1827 ; and 
was succeeded l>y Mr. J. C. W ickhani. 

In the same month Mr, Craves receivt'd infor- 
mation of his [iroinotion to the rank of lieutenant. 

Between May and Decemlier, 1827, Mr. Bowmen 
and Mr. .Atrill invalided ; besid<?s Messrs. Lunie, 
Jones, and Macdouall : Mr. W. Mogg joined the 
Beagle, as acting l^urser ; and Mr. f). Brail y, as 
volunteer of the second class. 

Mr. Bynoe acted as Surgeon of the Beagle, after 
Mr. Bowen left, until December, 1828. 

In August, 1828, Captain Stokes’s lamented 
vacimey was temporarily filled by Lieutenant Sky- 
ring; wJiose place was taken by Mr. Brand. 

Mr. Flhi m was ihen removed to t\ve Adventure ; 
and Mr. A. Millar put into his place. 
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In December, the Commander^ia*chief of 

the Station (Sir Robert Waller Otway) superseded 
the tempomry arrangenients of Capt^n King, and 
appointed a «'ominander, lieutenant, master, and 
surgeon to the Beagle. Mr. Bnmd then invalided, 
and the lists of otlioers stood thus-.- 


Adveutme(18-2d-a0). 

Taukkii King, CoinDimuler and Surveyor, Senior 
Oditx r of the I'^xpeditioil. 

T. G»iav]> Lieut, ami As^int. Surveyor. 

J. ( \ WiCKUAM Li('Utt.rniU).l . 

S, ;S. FlIN’.V 

J, '1'ak\ Surgeon, 

* (t JLtwr.inT PurHir. 

( f . f J A ’ Hi • ‘ M iite . 

\V. \V. Wir.-ov .... Aiiitc. 

L. « St’f'ond 

J. Pti;'- 

j. IV*' u . . - MitPltipman. 

A. .Mjij.'U Ma.'-ter'.s ait. 

J. Ur.s.'cLJ. Vr.hiritovr *2d ( 

n j.% Lk-rk. 

J An oi a.-o'' Bolatuca] ColU'-ctor. 

(htuhtT Hch i: \v:kn iint* (..’urjduiU r, 

Serjt'HB- .iuti Bjurtviu : and uiwoit Senmen 


Roiii PT Fm/ Ilr^y rofnmattder aiid SunTVor. 

VV (' ^Kvnl^'<^ .. . 1/uMit. and A'^>dAL Sur/eyor. 

J, KkM;’?' idcutaiant. 

Ttl. Ma.^er, 


* T«*» i*. < utlUitiori; ' 8en:ii» r/ havitii; bcrtt ordered, hv thf AdiuiraU). 
for itie Adelaide j^cboonvr. 
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J . WiLsoK . . . . . . i . , . . . . Surgeon. 


W. Mo(30 


J. Kirkk 


B. Bymor 


J. L. SroKir? 


J. May 


D. Bbaily 

..... Volunteer 2d Class 

J. Mkggkt 

Clerk. 


Serjeant and nine Marinos ; and about forty Searnen and Boys. 

In June, l}j2y, lieutenant Mitchell joined the 
Adventure; ami in February, IB JO, Mr. A. Millar 
died very sudtlenlv and very nnieh regretted. 

The tbllowino- Instructions were giton to the 
Senior Odicer of the Expedition. 

“ By ilie ('onmiis.sioners for executing the Office of 
i^ord High Adutiral of the finited Kingdom of 
Oreat Britain ami Ireland, &c. 

“ Whereas we think tU that an accurate Survey 
should be made of the Southern Coasts of tiie 
Feninsida of South Anierit“a, from the southern 
entrance of the River Plata, round to Chil6(^; and 
of ''J’ierra del Fuego ; and whereas we have been 
imluced to repose coufidema* in you, from your 
eondnet of the Surveys in New Holland ; we have 
}da('ed you in the comriiaud of His Maje.sty’s 
8ui'v<wing Ve.«sel the Adventure ; and we have 
directed Captain Stokes, of His Majesty’s Suiwey- 
ing Ves.sel the Besigle, to follow your orders. 

“ Both these vessels are provided with all the 
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means which are necessary for the complete execu- 
tion of the object above-mentioned, and for llie 
health and comfort of their Ships’ Companies. You 
are also furnished with all the information, we at 
pv<*sent possess, of tlie ports which you are to survey ; 
and nine Government Chronometers have been em- 
barked in the Adventure, and three in the Beadle, 
for the better determination of the I jOiigitudes. 

You are therefore hereby rerpiinnl and directed, 
as soon as bedh vessels shall be in all respects ready, 
to put to sea witli tiiem ; and on yonr way to your 
idterif.vr destination, you are to make, or cal! at, the 
following’ places, suc«'f*ssivi'ly ; namely ; Madeira : 
Teneriffe : the noiHicrn point i>i' St. Antonio, and 
the anehorag:e ?d St. da^o ; liotlj in the Cape Verd 
Islands ; the Island of I’riiiirknl, in the Soulhern 
Atlantic r and I{i«a <le Janeiro ; hir the purpose of 
ascerluiiiMiif the ditlerenres .of the looi^’itudes of 
those sever.d plae< 

“ At Rio de.hineiro, you will receive any sup[>lies 
yon may require : and make with the Commander 
in-chief, on that Station, such arran^:emenfs as may 
tend to facilitate y<>iir receiving further supplies, in 
the couise of saaur Expedition. 

“After which, you arc to jvroceed to the entraru'e 
of the River Plata, to ascta'lain the longitudc.s of 
the Ca[ic Santa Maria, and Monte Video : you are 
then tti proceed to survey the Coasts, Islands, and 
Straits; from Cape St. Antonio, at the south sidi' 



INTRODUCTION. 


XVII 


of the River Plata, to Chihaj; on the west coast of 
America ; in stich maimer and order, as the state 
of the season, the information you may have riv 
ceived; or other circumstances, may imliice you to 
adopt. 

“ You are to continue on this service until it shall 
be completed ; taking every opportunity to commu- 
nicate to our Secretary, and tlie Commantler-in- 
Chief, your proceeilings : and also, whenever you 
may be able to form any judgment of it, where the 
Commander-iu-Chief, or our Secretary, may be able 
to communicate with you. 

“ In addition to any arrangements made with the 
Admiral, .for rei’ruitiug your st«»res, ami provisions; 
you are, of course, at liberty to take all other means, 
which may be within your reacli, for that essential 
purpose. 

“ You are to avail yourself of every opportunity 
of collecting and {ireserving Specimens of such 
objects of Natural History as may be new', rare, or 
interesting ; and you ai-e to instruct (..’aptain Stokes, 
ami all the other Oflicers, to use their best diligence 
in increasing the Collections in each ship : the 
w hole of which must be understood to Ixdong to 
the Public. 

“ III the event of my irreparable accident happen- 
ing to either of the two vessels, you are to cause 
the officers and <Tew of the disabled vessel to lx* 

b 
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removed "into the other, and with her, singly, to 
proceed in proseculion of the service, or return to 
England, acr'ordiiig as circumstances shall appear to 
re(piire ; lunlerstanding that the otlicers and crews 
ofhoth vi^ssels are herchy authorized, ami requireil, 
to continue to perforin their duties, according to 
their respective ranks and stations, on hoard either 
vessel to which tlun inav he so removid. Slioulil, 
mddrtiinately, your own vessel he tlic one disalded, 
you are in that I'ase to lake tlu' eommand of the 
lleaglt': iiud. in tiie e\ent of any fatal accident leap- 
peniiig to yourself; Cajilain Stokes is In reliy au- 
thorized 1o take the eonnuand of the l^,\pedition ; 
eitlier on hoard the Adienliire, or lieagh*, -as he 
may preti-r; plaeiug the otficer of the Expedition 
who may then he m \t in seniority to him, in eoni- 
mand of the second \essel: also, in tlie (‘VenI of 
your iriahility. h\ sickness or <»theru ise. at any 
period of this si jvicc, to eoutiiiue to carry the 
Inslnietimis into eveeution. you are to transfer tln in 
to Captain Stokes, or to the sniaiving otlieer tin is 
lu'xt in eonnuand to you. who is liiachy reijiiired to 
execute them, in the l.'cst manner lie tan, for the 
attainment of the olijeef in view. 

“ Wiii ii you shall have completed the service, or 
shall, from any eanse, he iiidueed to give it iiji ; you 
will letiirii to Spitlieatl with all ('onveiiieiit exjietli 
tiou ; and report your arrival, and procwH.liiig;s, to 
our SernHary, tor our information. 
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“ Whilst, on the South Arnerican *Station, you 
are to <M>nsider yourself under the command of 
the Admiral of that Station; to whom we have 
expressed our desire that he should not interfere 
with these orders, except under peculiar neces- 
sity. 

“ Given under our hands the l(>th of May 182.0. 

* (Signed) “Melville. 

“ G. COCKULRN. 

“To Phillip P. King, Es<p, Commander 

of 11 is Majesty’s Surveying Vessel 

Adventure, at Plymeutli. 

“ By command of their l an’dships. 

(Signed) “ ,1. W. Ckokek." 

On the 22<.l <tf INlay, 1820, tl»e Adventure and 
Be<agh' sailed from Plymouth ; and, in their w'ay 
to Itio de .Janeiro, called succtissivcly at Madeira, 
''renerifl’e, and St. .lago. 

lJnfavoural>le weather prevented a l>oat being 
sent ashore at the northern part of San Antonio; 
Imt observations were made iiiTermtal Bay, on the 
south-west side of the island : and, after crossing 
the Equator, the Trade-wind hung so mucli to the 
southward, that Trinidad could not be approached 
without a sacrifice of time, which, it was consi- 
<lered, might be prejudicial to more important 
objects of the Expwlition. 

Both ships anchored at Rio de .laneiro on the 

h 2 
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loth of Aiisjust, and remained there until the ‘2d of 
October, when they sailetl to the lliver Plata, 

In Maldonado,* tlicir anchors were dropped on 
the 13th of the same month; and, till the, 12th of 
Novombt*!*, each vessel was eraployeil on the north 
side of the river, betwtxin Cape St. Mary and Monte 
A'ideo. 

• On tht* north si<lc of the river Plata. 
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CHAPTER r, 

■Uoporfure from Monte Video — Port Santa Elena — Geologrical remarks 
— Cape Fttirweatker — Non-existcnce of Chalk — Natuml History*— 
Approach to Cape Virgins, and the Strait of Magalhaens (or 
Magellan). 

W E sailed from Monte Video on the llHb of Nbvember 
1826; and, in company with the Beagle, quitted the river 
Pfeta. 

According to my Instructions, the SuHey was to commence 
it Cape San Antonio, the southern limit of the entrance of 
he Plata ; but, for the following urgent reasons, I decide<l to 
j^n with the southern coasts of Patagonia, and Tierra del 
Puego, including the Straits of Magali^ns.* In the first 
they presented a field of great interest and novelty ; and 
lecondlyi the climate of the higher southern latitudes being so 
fevere and tempestuous, it appeal important to encountet* its 
il^rs while the ships wei^ ill gck>d cdndi^^ the 

BWi Were healtliy— and while the charms of a new and tliffi- 
^^^^terprize had jf^l . 

* Uotnmbniy called Milgellaa, 80^^ 

■VOL/t, ■ , ^ 
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Our course was therefore southerly, and in latitude 46° south, 
a few leagues northward p{ Port Santa Elena, we first saw the 
coast of Patagonia. I intended to visit that port ; and, on the 
28th, anchored, and landed there. 

Seamen should remember that a knowledge of the tide is of 
cs}>ecial consequence in and near Port Santa Elena. During a 
calm we were carried by it towards reefs which line the shore, 
and M-ere obliged to anchor until a breeze sprung up. 

TJie coast along which we had passed, from Point Lobos to 
the north-east point of Port Santa Elena, appeared to be 
dry and bare of vegetation. There were no trees ; the land 
seemed to be one long extent of undulating plain, iK^yond 
wliich were high, flat-topped hills of a rocky, precipitous 
character. The sliore was fronteti by rocky reefs extend* 
iiig two or three miles from high-water mark, which, as the 
tide fell, were left dry, and in many places were covered with 
seals. 

As soon as wc had secured the shi|>s, Ca}>tain Stokes accom- 
panied me on shore to select a place for our observations. 
We found the spot which the Spanish astronomers of Malas- 
pina’s Voyage (in 1T9S) used for their olisevvalory, the most 
(Hjnvenient for our purjK)8e. It is near a very sk'cp shingle 
(stony) IxracI) at the back of a conspicuous red-coloured, rocky 
projec:t?on which terminates a sitioll bay, <m the western side, 
at the head of the |)ort. 'Phe remains of a wreck, wliich pro veil 
to be that of an American whaler, the Decatur of Ntwv York, 
were jound upon the extremity of the same jxiint ; she had 
be*en driven on shore from her anchors difring a gale. 

The sight of the wreck, and the steepness of the shingle 
lieach just descrilied, evidently causcxl by the frequent action 
of a heavy sea, did not produc^e a favourable opinion of the 
safety of the peat: but as it was not the season for easterly 
gales, to which only the anchorage is exjiosed, and as apjx?ar- 
ances indicated a westerly wind, wc did not anticipate dangt^r, 
Wiiile we v ere returning on l,xjard, the wind Wmy Si) 
strongly that we had much difliculty in reaching the ships, 
and the boats were no sooner hoisted up, and every thing 
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iriade snug, than it blew a hard gale from the S.W* The 
water however, froni the wind being off the land, was perfectly 
smooth, and the ships rode securely through the night : but 
the following morning the gale increased, and veered to the 
southward, which threw a heavy sea into the port, placing 
us, to say the least, in a very uneasy situation. Happily it 
ceased at sunset In consequence of the unfavourable state of 
the weather,! no attempt was made to land in order to observe 
an eclipse of the sun ; to make which observation was one 
reason for visiting this port. 

The day after the gale, while I was employed in making 
some astronomical observations, a party roamed about in qtiest 
of game : but with little success, as they killed only a few wild 
ducks. The fire which they inade for cooking eoinmunicated 
to the dry stubbly grass, and in a few minutes the whole 
country was in a blaze. The flames continued to spread dur- 
ing our stay, and, in a few days, more than fifteen miles along 
the coast, and seven or eight miles into the interior wx^re over- 
run by the fire. The smoke very much imj)eded our obser\"a- 
tions, for at times it quite obscured the sun. 

The geological structure of this part of the country, and a 
considerable portion of the coast to the north and wmth, consists 
of a fine-grained }X)rphyruic clay slate. The summits of the 
hills near the coast are generally of a rounded form, and are 
paved, as it were, with small, rounded, siliceous pc^bbles, imbed- 
ded in the soil, and in no instance lying loose or in heaps ; but 
those of the interior are flat-topped, and uniform in height, for 
many miles in extent. The valleys and lower elevations, not- 
withstanding the pciverty and parched state of the soil, were 
partially a>vered with grass and shrubby plants, which afford 
sustenance to numerous herds of guanacoes. Many of these 
animals^ were observed feeding near the l)each when we were 
working into the bay, but they took the alarm, so that upon 
lauding w^e only saw them at a considerable distance. In none 
of our excursions could we find any water that had not a 
h^kish taste. Several wells have heen dug in the valleys, 
near the sea and at a consideral^ distance from it, by the 
»2 . 
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cre\<^s of sealing vessels ; but, except in the rainy geason, they 
all* contain saltish water. This observation is applicable to 
nearly the whole extent of the jjforpliyritic Country* Oyster- 
shells, three or four inches in diameter, were found; scattered 
over the hills, to the height of three or four hiindi*ed feet above 
the sea. Sir John Narborough, in 1662, fimntl oyster-shells at 
Port San J ulian ; but, from a great many which have l^n lately 
collected there, we know' that they are of a spe|;ies different 
from that foiuid at Port Santa Elena. Both are fassils. 

No recent specimen of the genus Ostrea was found by us on 
any part of the Patagonian coast. Narborough, in noticing 
iJiose at Port San elulian, says, They are the biggest oyster- 
shells that I ever saw, some six, some seven inches broad, yet 
not one oyster to be found in thehiirbour: whence I conclude 
they were here Avhen the w'orld was formed.^ 

The short period of our visit did hot enable us to add nniclj 
to natural history. Of iiuadriijKKls we saw guan.'icoe.s, foxes, 
cavies, and the armadillo; but no tmctsof the puma 
mneolor)^ or South American lion, although it is to be mot 
with in the interior. 

I mentioned rhat a herd of giianacocs was feeding near the 
shore when we arrived. Every exertion was made to obtain sonii‘ 
of the animals ; but, either from their shyness, or our igno- 
rance of the mode of entrapping them, we tried in vain, until 
the arrival of a small sealing-vessel, which had hastened to our 
assistance, upon seeing tlie fires we hatl accidentally made, but 
which her crew tliought were intendetl for signals of distress. 
They shot tw^o, tmd sent some of the meat tni board the Adven- 
ture. The next day, Mr. Tarn succeeded in shcx)ting one, a 
female, winch, wlien s'kinned and cleaned, weighed 168 lbs. 
Narljorougli mentions Imving killed one at Port San Julian, 
that weighed, “ cleaned in his quarters, 268 lbs.’’ The watch- 
ful and wary character of this animal is very remarkable. 
Whenever a herd is feeding, one is posted, like a sentinel, oti a 
height ; and, at the approach of danger, givc^ instant alarm 
by a loiul neigh, when away they all go, at a haa^g^op, to 
the next easiiicnce, where they quietly muiae ttieir &e^hg> 
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until agaltt waraed tlin approach of danger their vigilant 
‘ look-out.' • * 

Another peculiarity of the guanaco is, the habit of resorting 
to particular spots for natural purposes. This is mentioned in 
the ‘ IMctionnaire d’Histoire Naturelle,’ in the ‘ Eticydopedie 
Methodique,' as well as other works. 

In one place we found the bones of thirty-one guanacoes 
collected within a space of thirty yards, perhaps the result of 
an encampment of Indians, as evident traces of them were 
observed ; among which were a human jaw-bone, and a piece 
of agate ingeniously chipjjed into the shape of a spear-head. 

The fox, which we did not take, appeared to be small, and 
similar to a new species afterwards found by us in the Strait of 
Magalhaens. 

The cavia* (or, as it is called by Narborough, Byron, and 
Wood, the hare, an animal from which it differs both in appear- 
ance and habits, as well as flavour), makes a good dish ; and so 
does the armadillo, which our jieople called the shell-pig.f 
This little animal is found abundantly al)out the low land, and 
lives in burrows underground,; several were taken by the 
seamen, and, when cooked in their shells, were savoury and 
wholesome. 

Teal were abundant u|K)n the marshy grounds. A few par- 
tridges, doves, and snipes, a rail, and some hawks were shot. 
The few sea-birds that were observed con$iste<l of two spedes 
of gulls, a grelw and a penguin {Aptenodytes MageHanica). 

We found two sjiecies of .snakes and several kinds of littards, 
Ftsfj were scarce, as were also insects ; of the last, our collec- 

• Batyproctu patachmica : it is the Patagonian cavtj of l)j% Shaw, and 
Pennant’s Quadr., tab, 39, and the iievre pampa of D’Azara. M. Desma- 
rest thinks that if the teeth were examined it would form a new genua, for 
which proposes the name of Ihlichotis (Ency. Meth. Mamm. p. 369). 
At present he has, from its externel character, placed it amongst the genus 
B^proela (agouti). Tho only one that was taken was not preserved, 
which prevented me from ascertaining the fact. 

t Batgpm mimlus, iicam. Tatmpickiy, or mat simtidma of D’Ajara, 

&c. &c. It has seven bimda. 
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tions oOTsisted only of a fe^ species ot Cokoptef^^ tWibor thr^ 
Lepidoptera, and two jffymenoptera. 

Among the sea-ahells, the most abundant was the Patella 
dmurafa^ Lamk. ; this, with three, other species of Patella^ one 
ChUo% three species of Mytilua^ three of Mwe^iOm ot Cre^^ 
dula, and a Venus^ were all that we collected. 

Alwnt the country, near the sea^shore, there is a small tree, 
whose stem and roots are highly esteemed for fuel by the crews 
of scaling-vessels which frequent this coast. They call it 
‘ piccolo.’ The leaf was described to me as having a prickle 
wyKm it, and the flower as of a yellow colour. A species of 
berl)eris also is found, which when ripe may afford a very 
palatable fruit. 

Onr short visit gave us no flattering opinion of the fertility 
of the country neivr this port. Of the interior we were igno- 
rant; but, from the absence of Indians and tlie scarcity of 
frc^sh ivater, it is })rol)ably very bare of pasturage. Falk uer, 
the Jesuit missionary, says these parts were use<J by the 
Tehiielhet tribes for burying-places : wc saw, liowever, no 
graves, nor any traces of liodies, excepting the jaw-bone above- 
mentioned; but sub.seiiuently, at Sea Bear Hay, we found 
many })lacos on the suniniits of the hills whicli had evidently 
Iieen used for such a purfKise, although then c^ontaining no 
remains of bodies. This coiTesjionds with Falkneris act^oiint, 
tluU after a jKricxl of twelve months the sepuklires are formally 
risited by the tribe, when the bones of their relatives and frienda 
are coilccied and cairic d to ctTtain places, where the skeletons 
are aininged in order, and tricked out with all the finery mui 
oniaments (hoy can collect. 

The ships saih d frrmi Fort Jjanta Elena on the Sth Decem- 
ber, anrl proceeded to the fc^MAthward, coasting the shore as far 
as Cape Two Bays. 

Our object being to proceed with all exix^dition to the Strait 
of Magfilhaens, the examination of this part of the coasf was 
reserved for a future opportunity. On the IStb, we bad 
reached within fifty miles of Ca|)e Virgins* tine he^laiid at 
the entrance of fliC straits but it was directly in the wind’s eye 
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qf yeemg to S.S.W.t we^?i^ade A^Kiut a west 

course. At day-light the land waa in sight, terminating in a 
point to the S.W., so exactly like the description of Cape 
Virgins and the view of it in Ansoirs voyage, that witliout 
consideruig our place on the chart, or calculating the previous 
twenty.four hours'^ run, it was taken for the Cape itself, and, 
no one suspecting a mistake, thought of verifying the ship's 
jwsition. The point, however, proved to be Cape Fairweatber. 
It was not a little singular, tl>at tlie same mistake should have 
lieen made on board the Beagle, where the error was not dis- 
covered for three days.* 

From the appearance of the weather I was anxious to 
aj)proach the land in order to anchor, as there seemed to be 
ovopy likelihood of a giile ; and we were not dtxieived, for at 
three o'clock, being within seven miles of the CajK?, a strong 
wijid sprung up from the S.W., and the anchor wasdropf^ed. 
Towards evening it blew so. hard, that both ships dragged 
their anchors for a considerable distance. 

On the charts of t Ins part of the coast the shore is described 
to he formed of chalk hills, like the coast of Ktnat." To 
gwJogists, therefore, esjxxnally, as they were not disposed to 
believe that such was the fact, tliis was a question of some 
interest. From our anchorage the appearance of the land 
favoured our Ix'lief of the existence of chalk. The outline was 
very level and skep ; precipitous clifls of wliitish colour, strati- 
fied horizuntally, with tlieir upper part occawsionaUy worn into 
hollows, strongly resembled the chalk cliffs of the English 
coasts. 

The gale prevented our landing for three days, wrhen ( 19 th) 
a few minutes sufficed to discover that the cliffs were composed 

* A similar ery-or was made by one of the ships of the fleet under 
Loyasa in the year 1525* The Nodaiea also, in their description of the 
<’oast, mention the similarity of appearance in the two capes, Virgins and 
Fairweatber. Y venido da mar en fuera ^ bu^car la tierra faciiineDte 
podian hacer de Rio de Gallegos el Cabo de V’^irgenes,” (and in making 
ibe land Cape Virgins may easily be imstaken for the river Gallegos). 
— Viago de Ips Nodales, p. 53. 
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of soft day, varying in cx>iour and cdnsistt^ce, laid 
strata running horizontally for many inUes idthout luteiinijf^ 
tioii, excepting Avhere water-courses had worii them away. 
Some of the strata were very fine clay, unmixed with any 
other substance, whilst others were plentifully strewed with 
round siliceous gravel, ♦ withoutany vestige of organic refemns. 
The sea l»each, from high-water mark to the base of the cliffs, 
is formed by shingle, widi scattered masses of indurated clay of 
a gi-etn colour.f Between the high and low tide marks there is 
n fim(X)th beach of the same green clay as the masses above-men- 
tiojieci, which apjx^ars to Iiave been hardened by the action of 
the surf to the consistence of stone. Generally this beach 
extends for about one hundred yards farther into the sea, and is 
succeeded by a soft green mud, over which the water gradually 
(leefX'iis. The outer edge of the day forms a ledge, extending 
jiarallel with the coast, upon the whole length of which the sea 
breaks, and oyer it a boat can with difficulty pass at low water. 

Tlie very few shells we found were dead. Strewed aliout 
the beach were iiuinixrs of fish, some of which had been 
thnnvn shore by the last tide, anil were scarcely stiff. 
They principally belongtxl to the genus Ophidhm ; the 
largest that We saw measured four feet seven inches in length, 
and weighed twenty-four pounds. Many caught alongside 
the ship were, in truth, coarsc’ and insipid ; yet our [>cople, 
wlio fed heartily upon them, called them ling, and thought 
them palatable. * Hie Jiook, however, furnished us with a 
very wliolesome and well-flavourefl sjiecies of cod (G^iis). 
Attached to the first we found two parasitical animahfp one 
was a Cymot/im^ the other a speedes of Lemcea^ which had so 

Sjme of the Kj)eciinons <.< tho elay strata conMist, according to J)r. 
Fitlon, who has kinrlly exaioined my colloctioii, of a white marl not 
uiiliku certain varieties of the lower chalk ; and of a clay having many of 
the properties of luller 8 earth, 'I'he pebbles on the beach Consist of 
quartz, red jasper, hornstofnj, and ifjnty slate, but do not conMn any 
stone re.'nnihliiig chalk flint. 

i Dr. FilUm considers these masses of clay to bw a resemblance to 
the upper green yand ot Kogland. 
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secui^ly attached itsdbf under the alkin, as not to be removed 
without cutting off a piece of the flesh with it. An undesenbed 
impedes of Mnrtsna was also taken* 

Whilst we were on shore^ the Beagle moved eight or nine 
miles nearer to the Cape, where Captain Stokes landed to fix 
l>ositions of remarkable land. One peaked hill, from the dir- 
cumstanoe of his seeing a large animal near it, he called Tiger 
Mount. Mr. Bowen shot a guanaco ; and being at a distance 
in shore, unable to procure assistance, he skinned and quar- 
tered it with his pocket-knife, and carried it upon his shoulders 
to the boat* 

Next morning the ships weighed* and proceeded towards Cape 
Virgins. 

When a-breast of Caj)e Fairweather, the opening of the 
river Gallegos was very distinctly seen ; but the examination 
of it was deferred to a fatui*e opportunity. Passing onward, 
the water shoaled to four fathoms, until we had passed exten- 
sive banks, which front the river. 

Our approach to the entrance of the Strait, although at- 
tended with anxiety, caused sensations of interest and pleasure 
not easily to Ik* described. Though dangers were exjKrienced 
by some navigators who had passed it, the conqmrative facility 
with which others had elFected the passage showed that, at 
times, the difficulties were e^isily surmounted, and we were 
Milling to supfK>se that in the former case there might have 
been some little exaggeration. 

The most complete, and, probably, the only good account of 
the imvigation of the Strait of Magalhacns is contained in the 
narrative of Don Antonio de Cordova, who commanded the 
Sjianish frigate Santa Maria de la Cabef.a, on a voyage ex- 
pressly for the purpose of exploring the strait. It was pul3- 
lished under tlie title of ‘ Ultimo Viagje al Estrecho de Magal- 
lanes.’ That voyage was, however, tjonchided with only the 
examination of the eastern part, an^ 'a subsequent expedition 
was mode, under the command of the same oflicer, the account 
of which was appended to the Cabeza^s voyage ; so that Cor- 
dova's expedition still retained the appellation of ‘Ultimo 
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VjMge^ &c/ It 18 written in u plain and simpte atyle^ glvm a 
most ctyrrect account of every thing seen, and sfioald tfiepe&m 
be in the possession of every person who Mtempts the navigHh 
tioii of the strmt. 

Cordova’s account of the climate is very UTiinvitio^« Speakr 
ing of the rigours of the summer months (January, Febriiaryi 
and March), he says, ‘‘ Scddpm was the sky clear, and short 
were the intervals in which we experienced the sun’s warmth : 
no day passed by without sou)e rain having fiillen, and the 
most usual state of tlie weatlier w^as that of constant rain.”* 
The accounts of Wallis and Carteret are still more glcxany* 
The fonjier concludes that part of his narrative with th«^ 
following dismal and disheartening description : Thus we 
quitted a dreary and inhospitable region, where we were in 
almost continual danger of shipwreck for near four months, 
having eiUered the strait on the 17tb of December, and quitteil 
it ‘on the 11th of April 1767 : a region where, in the nndst of 
summer, the weather was cold, gloomy, and tem|)C8tuous, 
w'here the prospects had more the appearance of a clmos than 
of nature ; and where for the most part the valleys Were with- 
out herbage and the hills without wood,” 

These records tjf Cordova and Wallis made me feel not a 
little apprehensive for the health of tlie crew, wliich could 
not be expected to esaipe uninjured through the rigours of 
such a climate. Nor were the narratives of Byron or Bougain-^ 
ville calculated to lessen my anxiety. In an account, however, 
of a voyage to the strait by M* A. Duclos Guyot, the follow- 
paragraph tended considerably to relieve my mind upon 
the subject : — ‘‘At length, on Saturday the ^d of March, we 
sailed out of that fiimous Strait, so much dreaded, after having 
exjjerienced that therr , as weli as in other places, it was very 
fine, and very wami, and that for three-fourths of the time tl^e 
sea was jwrfectly c^lra.” 

In every view of the case, our proximity to the pnacipil 
scene of action occasioned sensations of a peculiar nature, in 
which, however, tliose that were most agreeable and hopeful 
• l iVir>jo a! Efitticcho dc Miigailanes, pait u, p.238. 
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prcponiferated. The officers and crews of both ships were 
healthy, and elated with the prospect before them; our vessels 
were in every respect strong and sea- worthy; and we were 
possessed of every comfort and resource necessary for encoun- 
tering much greater difficulties than we had any reason to 
anticipate. 


There has existed much difFerence of opinion as to the correct mode 
of spelling the name of the celebrated navigator who diseoveml this 
Strait. The French and English usually write it Magellan, and the 
Spaniards Magallanes ; but by the Portuguese (and be was a native of 
Portugal) it is universally written Magalhaens. Admiral Burney and 
Mr. Dalrymple spell it Magalhanes, which mode I have elsewhere 
adopted, but i have since convinced myself of the propriety of following 
the Portuguese orthography for a name which, to this day, is very comnaoa 
both in Portugal and Brazil. 



CHAPXER II. 


Enter the Straits of Magalhaens (or Magrellan), and an<rbt>F off Cape 
Possession First Narrow— Oregory Hay — Fatagoiiian' Indiana—' 
Second Narrow — Klizahcth Island — Freshwater Bay — Fuegian 
Indians— Arrival at Port Famine. 

A eoNTRARY tide and liglit winds detained us ab ancKor 
near Cape Virgins until four oVJock in the afternoon, when, 
with the? turn of the tide, a light air carrietl us past Dungciiess 
Point, aptly named by Wallis fn>m its resemWance to that in 
the English Channel. A great numl)er of seals were huddled 
togctlier upon the bank, above the wash of the tide, whilst 
otiiers were s}>orting abtnit in the surf. Cape Possession was 
ill sight, and with tlie wind and tide in our favour we pr<)~ 
ceeded until ten oVloek, wdien the anchor was diopi^ed. At 
daylight we found ourselves six miles to the eastward of the 
cajK?. The anchor was then weighed, and w^as again dropped 
at throe miles from tJie capc» until the afterrMxm, when 
made another attempt ; but lost ground, and anchored a third 
time. Before night a fourth attempt was made, but the tide 
prevented our making aqy advance, and we again anchored. 

Mount Aymond* and ‘^‘his four sons,’’ or (according to tht 
old quaint noiiierKdature) the Asses’ Ears, had been in sight all 
day, as well as a small humituxjk of luiul on the S.W. horizon 
which afterwards proved to be the peakwl hillock ^][xni Capi' 
Orange, at the south ^ide of the entrance to the First Narrow. 

At this anchorage the tide fell thirty feet, but the strength 
of the current, compared with the rate at which we afterwards 
found it to run, was inconsiderable Here we first experienced 

A hill on the north shore of PoHhe^sion Hay, having near it, to th 
westward, four rooky sfnnmits, which, from a particular point of viciv, hear 
a strong rescmMance to the? cropped eui's of a^ horse or opt. . These 
described Je»« hriefiy ni the trailing llirections. 
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the peculiar tides of which former navigators have written. 
During the first half of the flood* or westward tide, the depth 
decreased, and tlien, after a short interval, increased until three 
hours after the stream of tide had begun to ruti to the eastward. 

The following morning (21st) we gained a little ground. 
Qur glasses were directed to the shore in search of inhabitants, 
for it was hereabouts that Byron, and Wallis, and some of the 
Spanish navigators held communication with the Patagonian 
Indians ; but we saw none. Masses of large sea-weed,^ drift- 
ing with the tide, floated, past the ship. A description of this 
remarkable plant, although it has often been given before, may 
not be irrelevant here. It is rooted upon rocks or stones at 
the bottom of the sea, and rises to the surface, even from great 
tlepths. We have found it firmly fixed to the ground more 
than twenty fathoms under water, yet trailing along the sur- 
face for forty or fifty feet. When firmly ro4>tcd it shows the 
set of the tide or current. It has also the advantage of indi- 
cating rocky ground : for wherever there are rocks under 
w ater, their situation is, as it WTre, buoyed by a mass of sea- 
weed I on the surface of the sea, of larger extent than that of 
llie danger below* In many instances perhaps it causes un-^ 
necessary alarm, since it often grows in deep water ; but it 
should not be entered without its vicinity having been sounded, 
especially if seen in masses, with the extremities of the stems 
trailing along the surface. If there be no tide, or if the wind 
and tide are rhe same way, the plant lies smoothly upon the 
water, but if the wind be agwist the tide, the leaves curl up 
and are visible at a distance, giving a rough, rippling appear- 
ance to the surface of the water. 

During the last two days the dredge, had furnished us with' 
a few specimens of Infundibtdum of Sowerby (PateUa 
troehirformis^ Lliu), and some dead shiejlls {Mureai Magellanic 
eas) were brought up by the sounding-lead 
We made another attempt next moniing, but again lost 

• Flowing into the strait from the east towards the west. 

t Facusgigariteus. 

4 Usually called by seamen • Jkelp.* 
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grounc}^ and the anchor was dropped for the eighth thxie. The 
threatening appearances of the clouds, and a considerable fall 
of the barometer indicating bad weather, Captain Stokes 
agreed with me in thinking it advisable to await the springs 
tides to pass the First Nar row : the ships were therefore made 
snug for the expected gde, which soon came, on, and W 
remained st^veral days wind-bound, with topmasts struck, in a 
rapid lide-w^ay, whose stream sometimes ran seven knots. On 
the 528 tli, with some appearance of improving weather, we 
made an attempt to pass through the Narrow. The wind 
blowing strong, directly against us, and strengthening as we 
advanced, caused a liollow sea, that repeatedly broke over us. 
The tide set us through the Narrow very rapidly, blit the gale 
was so violent that we could not show more sail than was aliso- 
lutely necessary to keep the ship under command. Wearing 
everv ten minutes, as we approached either slmre, lost us a 
great deal of giound, and as the anchorage we le:(t was at a 
considerable distance from the entrance of the Narrows, the 
tide was not sufficient to carry us through. At slack water 
the wind fell, and as the Aveather became fine, I was induced to 
search for anchorage near tlie south shore. The sight of kelp, 
however, fringing the coast, warned me off, and wre were obliged 
to return to an anchorage in Possession Bay. The Beagle had 
already ancJiared in a very favourable berth ; but the tide was 
too strong to permit us to reach the place she occupied, and 
our anchor was dropped a mile astern of her, in nineteen 
fathoms. The tide was then running five, and soon afterwards 
six miles an hour. Had the western tide set with equal 
strength, we sliould have succeeded in passing the Narrow. 
Our failure, however, answered the gcod purpose of making us 
more acejuainted witli the extent of a bank that lines the 
northern side of Possession Bay, and with the time of Uie turn 
of tide in the Narrow ; wluch on tins day (new moon) took 
place within a few minutes of noon. - 

As we passed Cape Orange, some Indians were observed 
lighting a file under the lee of the hill to attract our? notice; 
but we were tcx> bpsily engaged to pay nfiuch attendon to 
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their, Ckiaiutcoe^ also were secit feeding near 

the beach, which was the iirst intimatiicm we had ot die 
existence ^ that animal southward of the Strait of'Magal- 
haens. 

When day broke (S9th) it was discovered that the ship had 
drifted considerably during the night. The anchor was 
weighed, and with a favourable tide we reached an andiorage 
a mile in advance of the Beagle. We had shoaled rather 
saddenly to eight fathoms, upon which the anchor was imme- 
diately dropped, and on veering cable the depth was eleven 
fathoms. We had anchored on the edge of a bank, which 
soon afterwards, by the tide falling, was left dry within 
one hundred yards of the ship. Finding ourselves so near a 
shall, preparations were ma<le to prevent the .ship from touch- 
ing it. An anchor was dropped under fixit, and others were 
got ready to lay out, for the depth alongside had decreased 
from eleven to seven fathoms, and was still falling. For- 
tunately we had brought up to leeward of the liank, and suf- 
fered no incon venience; the flood made, and as soon as possible 
the ship was shifted to another position, about half a mile to 
the S. E., in a situation vet)^ favourable for our next attempt 
to pass tlie Narrow. This night the tide fell thirty-six feet, 
.‘iiid tlie stream ran six knots. 

'I'he ensuing tnonung we made another attempt to get through 
the Narrow, and, from having anchored so close to its entrance, 
hy which the full benefit of the strength, as well asi(^> whole 
duration of the tide was obtained, we succeeded’ in clearing it 
in tw'o hours, although the distance was more than twenty 
miles, and the wind directly against us, the sea, as before, 
brmking repeatedly tlie ship. 

After emerging from the Narrow we liad to pass tbrougli a 
heavy ‘race’ befcffe we ♦reached’ out of the inffhence of the 
stream that runs, between 'the First and Second Narrow, but 
the tide lasted Ipng miough to carry us to a quiet anchorage. 
In the ev«^g we wei|^ied aj^in, and reached Gregory Bay, 
ivhere the Beagle jmnied us the next morning. 

Since entering the Strait, we liad not had any communication 
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with the Beagle on account of the weather, and th^- Rtiengtih 

the tide ; this opportunity wa» thendbre taken to 

with water, of which she had ohiy enough left for two days. 

The greater part of this day was ‘spent on shore, examining 
the country and making observations. Large smokes^ were 
noticed to the westwartl. The shore was strewed witli traces 
of men and horses, and other animals. Foxes and ostriches 
were seen ; and bones of guanacoes were lying about the 
ground. 

The country in the vicinity of this anchorage seemed o|)en, 
low, and covereil witlt good pasturage. It extends five or Six 
miles, with a gradual ascent, to tl)e base of a range of flut- 
topi>ed land, whose summit is al)Out fifteen hundred feet alxive 
the level of the sea. Not a tree was seen; a few bushesf 
alone interrupted the uniformity of the view. The grass ap- 
ir ared to have l)ecn cropped by hf)rses or guanacoes, and was 
much interspersed with cranberry plants, bearing a ripe and 
juicy? though very insipid fruit. 

Next day the wind too strong and adverse to permit us 
to proi^eed. In the early part of the moming an American 
sealing vessel, returning fmm the Madre de Dios Archipielago 
on her way to the Falkland Islands, anchored near u»i M 
Cutler, her master, came on lx>ard the Adventure, palled the 
day and night with us, and gave me much useful inlbhiiation 
rcspixrting the nature of the navigation, and anchoragi^ fa the 
Strait. He told me there was an Englishman in His ve^l who 
was a pilot for the strait, and w'illing to join the ship. I glatlly 
accepted the offer of his services. 

In the evening an Indian was observed on horselieick riding 
to and fro u[)on the l^eacli, but the weather pr^nhed my mul- 
ing a IxMit until the next moming, when Lieutenant CScx)kt: 
went on shore to communicate with him and other Indies who 
appearfxl, soon after dawn, up<m the beach. Oh IiUidliig, he 
was received by them witliout the least disImaL Th^y were 
eight or ten in number, consisting of an did and his 
wife, three young men| and the rest childreu^ dfl . 

♦ O luii/lr -7 ot smoke Hslng from hurge Hres. ■ 
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good horses. The woinan» wlio appeaml to lie about fifty 
yews of age> wm seated astride upon a pile of skins, hung 
round with joints of fresh guanaco meat and dried horse-flesh. 
They were all wrapped in mantles, made chiefly of the skins 
of giianacoes, sewed together with the sinews of the same 
aiiimaL These mantles were large enough to cover the whole 
Jxidy. Some were made of skins of the ^ zorillo,’ or skunk, an 
uniinal like a pole-cat, but ten times more offenrive ; and others, 
of skins of the puma. 

The tallest of the Indians, excepting the old man, who did 
not dismount, was rather less than six feet in height. All 
were robust in apiiearance, and with respect to the head, length 
of iKxly, and hreadtl/of shoulders, of gigantic size; therefore, 
when on horseback, or seated in a boat, they ap^x^ared to be 
tall, as well as large men. In proportion to the parts above- 
incMitioned, their extremities were very small and short, so that 
when standing they seemed but of a moderate size, and their 
want of proportion was concealed by the mantle, which enve- 
lo|ied the Ixxly entii*ely, the head and feet being the only parts 
ex postal. 

When Mr. Cooke? landed, he presented some medals ♦ to 
the oldest initti^ and the woman ; and’ sus{iended them round 
their iit'cks. A friendly feeling being established, the natives 
disnioimted, and even permitted our men to ride tlieir horses, 
without evincing the least displeasure, at the free advantage 
taken of their good-nature. Mr. Cooke nxle to the heights, 
wlunce he had a distinct view of the Second Narrow, and 
Klizalieth Island, whither, he explained to the Indians wlui 
uccomjmnied him, we were going. 

Mr. Cooke retunied to^ the ship with three natives, whom 
Sh? had induced to go with u» to Elizabeth Island ; the others 
^verc to meet tliem, and provide us with guanaco meat, 
to which arrangement the elders of the family had, after 

Previous to the expedition (|uitting England, I had provided myself 
v itli riHxlala, to give away to the Indians with whom we might cotnrou- 
bearing on one side the figtire df Britannia, and eti the 
‘ Oec),|ro iv^n « Adventure and Betkghi" and 1826 .” 
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much persuasion^ assent^. At jSrst tljey! 
companions embarking with us, unless we left hoal^eBii^.,tb!^ 
safety ; but as this was refused, they did not*piiesS 
and the three young men embarked. Th^ oii 
singing; in, high glee. . 

While the ship was getting under way, I .w<mt ashof^ to n 
larger number of Indians who were waiting, on the, beach* 
When my Imat landed they were mounted, mid celfect^ in one 
place. I wjis surprised to hear the woman accost me in Sp»? 
nisli, of which, however, she knew but a few words. Having 
presented medals to each of the party, they dismounted (except- 
ing the elders), and in a few minutes became quite faniiliar. 
By this time Captain Stokes had landed, with several of bis 
officers, who increased oiu- jmrty to nearly doulde the number 
of theirs : notwitb-standing which thej' evinced neither fmr nor 
uneasiness. The woman, whose name was Maria, wished to lie 
very eomniunicativc ; slie told me that the man was her hus- 
band, and that she had five children. One of tlie young men, 
whom we aflorwju'ds found to be a son of Marta, who wa.s a 
principal person of the tribe, was mounted upon a very fine 
horse, well grtxnned, and equipjied with a bridle and saddle that 
would have done credit to a respectable htnrseman of Buenos 
Ayres or Monte Video. The young man wore heavy biass 
spurs, like those of the Guachos of Butmos Ayres. The juvmule 
and feminine ajqtearance of this youth made «s think be 
Maria’s daughter, nor was it until a mibsequent visit that our 
mistake was diM oveml. Tlie dlisence of whiskers and baord 
gives all the yomiger men a very efFmninate look, and many ewi ■ 
not be distinguished, in appearance, from the women, but b)r 
the mode in which they wrap tibdr mantles WK»Hvd ih«»n, anfi: by 
their hair, which is turned up and confined' by «, oi 
worsted yarn. The women cross tbdr mantle over tlmbneasllthe 
a rfinwl, and fasten it together with two inm fMl|* or skfiWtars, 
round which are twisted strings of beads and otbear orpiuinents. 
They also v/ear their hair divided, and gath<»v4 Jhtift k»g 
tresses or taib, which harug t’**® before eacb ear ; andvthple who 
have short wtftir false tsdis madb of horsadpiip^S! Un^ 
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tlieir miffltle’th? iiiwBr it wnrt «€ iSttU^t^ 

trian^liur piece of' bide ineteiad of breedies. Both sexoe 'Kit 
astride, l^t fbc women upon a bes^ of akittit ittid mandes^ when 
ruling. The saddles and stirrups used' bV the men' we siniilar to 
those of Buenos ‘Ayres. The bits, also^ are genertdly of steel ; 
hut those %ho cannot procure stcM bits have a scirt of snaffle, 
of wood, whidh must^ of course, be frcquehtly renewed. Both 
sexes wear boots, made of the skins of horses’ bind legs, of 
which the parts about the hock jdints serve foir the heels. Few 
spurs, they use pieces of wood, pointed with iron,' projecting 
backwards two or three inches bn each side tii the hce), con> 
uected bdiind by a broad strap of hide, and fasten^ under the 
i foot and over tl« instep by anotlier strap. 

The only weapems which we observed with tliese people 
were the ‘ Ixdas,’ or balls, precisely sitniltW to those used by 
the Pampas Indians ; but they are litter for hunting than for 
oflence or defence. Some are furnished with three ludls, but 
ill general there are only two. These balls are made of small 
l)ags or purses of hid^ moistened, flUed with iron pyrites, or 
some other heavy substance, and then dried. Th^ are almut 
the size of a hen’s egg, and attaihed to the eKtremities a 
thong, three or four yards in length. To use them, one ball is 
held in the hand, and the other swung several times around 
the head until btrth are thrown at the object, which they rarefy 
miss. They wind round it violently, and if it be -mi animal, 
throw it down. The holms with three balls, similarly connected 
together, are thrown in the same matmer. - ; 

As imwe tinm ctmld' mit' be spared we went bn board, 

. minding the nativeB, on k^ing .&em,' ot th«bp phmtiae to bring 
I ns some guanaoo meat' Aided* by the tide, the ships Worked 
windward thrmij^ tires Seoqad-Niuww,'‘-aiid readhed an 
xnchorage out: of the stren^ of dde|. .but^iti^an 
^tuation. wind Imying bfmi Veay 

fde, the ah^Mbnd 

iloat. Ona:pf diei^ nMW'W be 

Med, but was soon copvfnM of the compliance, 
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and e^tisfied with our promise of sending him ashoi^ on the* 
morrow. 

After we anchorecl, the wind increased to a gale, in which 
the ship pitched so violently as to injure our windlass. Its con- 
structioti was bad originally, and the violent jerks received in 
Possession Bay had <lone it much damage. VVhile veering 
cable, the support at one end gave way, and the axle of tlu* 
barrel was forced out of the socket, by which some of the pawls 
were injured. Fortunately, dangerous consequences were pre- 
vented, and a temporary repair was soon applied. 

The Beagle, by her Ix^tter sailing, had reached a more 
advanced situation, close to the N.E. end of Elizabeth Island, 
but })ad anchored disadvuntageously in deep water, and in 
tlie strength of tlx‘ tide. Next momng we made an attempt 
to jwss round F/lizabeth Island, but found the bVeeze so 
strong that we were forced to return, and were fortunate 
enough to find good anchorage nurthw'ard of the island, out 
of the nde. 

The Patagonians, during the day, showed much uneasiness 
at Ixjing kept on Imrd so mueh longer than t1)ey expected; 
but as they sei ined to understand the cause of their detention, 
and as their sickness ceased when we reached smooth water, 
tliey gradually recovered their good-liumour, and became 
very communicative. As well as we could understand tlieir 
pronunciation, their names were ^Coigh,' ‘Coichi,' and ‘Aighen.'* 
The country behind Cape Negro they called ‘Chilpeyo the 
land of TieiTaclel Fuego, K)scberri ^ EUzal>etli Island, ‘ Tur~ 
retterr the isknd of Santa Magdalena, ‘ Shree-ket-tup and 
Cajjc Ntgro, ^ Oerkreekur.’ The Indians of Tierra del Fuego, 
with wliom they are not on friendly terms, are designated by 
them ^ SSpallios/ This name was applied to them in a con^ 
ten)ptuous tone. 

Aigheifs features were nsnarkably different from those of 
his companions. Instead of a dot nose, his was aquiline and 
prominent, and his countenance was full of expression. ^ 
proved to be good-tempered, and easily pleased ; and whenevei^ 
a shade of melancholy began to appear, our assurance o| 
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lamling hiiB on tliB mcknroSv restorect his good-Kuhibiir, ivhich 
was shown by singing and laughing. 

The dimensions of Coichrs head were as follows 

From the top of the forepart of the head to the eyes • . 4 inches* 


Do .*... 



6 




7 

Do 



1 

!) 


W^idth of the head across the temples ^ . 71 

Breadth of the shoulders I8f 


The head was long and flat, at the top ; the forehead broad 
and high, but covered with hair to within an indi and a half 
of the eyebrow, which had scarcely any hair. Tht; eyes were 
small, the nose was short, the mouth wide, and the lips thick. 
Neck short, and shoulders very broad. The arms were short, 
and wanting in muscle, as were also the thighs and legs. 
The lK)dy was long and large, and the* breast broad and 
expanded. Ilis heiglit was nearly six feet. 

next day we rounded Elizabeth Island, and reached 
C"a|)c Negro, where we landed the Indians, after making them 
si'vcral useful presents, and sending fsome trifles by Aighen 
to Maria, who, with her tribe, hud lighted large fires al)out 
tlie country Ixbind Peckett’s Harbour, to invite us to land. 
Oiir passengers frequently pointed to them, telling us that they 
^scre made by Maria, who had brought plenty of guanaco 
meat for us. 

i )ur anxiety to reach Port Famine prevented delay, and, as 
ioon as the boat returned, we proceeded along the coast 
towards Pieshwater Bay, which we reached early enoiigh in 
ihi. afternoon to aidmit of a short visit to the shore. 

From Cape Negro the country a.ssumed a very difierent 
V tiaracter. Instead of a low coast and open treeless shore, we 
>aw steep hills, covered with lofty trees, and thick undei'wcKKl. 
i'lie distant mountains of Tierra dej Fuego, covered with 
snow, were visible to the southward, some at a distance of sixty 
or si'venty luiles* 

We had now passed all the difficulties of the entrance, and 
reached a quiet and secure anchorage. 
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' The following day was calm,, and so warm, that we thoiight 
if WalHs and Cordova were correct in describing the weather 
they met with, Duclos Guyot was equally entitled to cn^it; 
and we began to hope wc had anticipated worse weather 
tl)an we should experience. But this was an unusually fine 
day, and many week.s elapsed, afterwards, without its e^ual. 
The temperature of the air, in the shade on the l)cach, jvas 
6’7|®, on the .sand 87 ; and that of the water 55”. Other 
observations were made, as wrell .as a plan of the bjiy, of which 
there is a description in the Siiiling Directions. 

Here we h'rst noticed the cluu’actcr of the vegetation in tfie 
Strait, as so dilFcrcnt from that of Cape Gregory' and other 
parts of the Patagonian coast, which is mainly attributable to 
the change of soil ; the nortl em part being a very poor clay, 
whilst here a .schistose .sul)- Joil is covered by a mixture of 
iilluvimn, dejjositcd by mointain .streams ; and deconipo.sed 
v cgt'table matter, whicli, from the thicknc>ss of the forests, is 
31'. ;.ccat quantity. 

Two specimens of beech {Fttymlnituloides and anfarcHca), 
the former an evergreen, — and the winter’s bark {tVintera 
anmatied), are the only trees of large size that we found 
here : hut the unflenvood is very thick, and composed of a 
great variety of plants, of which Arbutus rigida, two or three 
specie.s of Berberh, aiid a wild currant (Ribes aniarctica^ 
Baiikcs and Solander MSS.), at this time in flower, and 
forming long clusteving bunches of young fruit, were the 
mo.st remarkable. The berberis produces a beiTj' of acidulUus 
ta.stc, that promised to lie useful to us. A species of wild 
celery, also, which grows abundantly near the sea-shore, was 
valuable as an antiscorbutic. The trees in the inniMdiate 
vicinity of the shore are small, hut the beach was strewed with 
trunks of large trees, which seemeri to have been drifted there 
by gales and high tides. A river falls into the biiy, by a very 
narrow channel, near its south end ; but it i$ small, and so 
blocked up by trees as not to be navigable even for the anudlest 
boat ; indeed, it is merely a mountain torrent, varying Bi «!/.c 
according to the state <>f the weathtfr. 
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Tmks of foxes were numerous alK>ut the beach, and the 
footsteps of a large quadruped, probably a puma, were observed. 
Some teal and wild ducks were shot ; and several geese were 
.seen, but, being very wary, they escaped. 

Upon Point St. Mary we noticed, for the first time, three 
or four huts or wigwams made by the Fuegian Indians, which 
liad been deserted. They were not old, and merely required 
a slight covering of hranchc^s or skins to make them habit- 
able. These wigwams are thus constucted : long slender 
brunches, })ointed at the end, are stuck into the ground in a 
circular or ovjil figure ; their extremities are bet:t over, so as 
to form a rounded roof, and secured with ligatures of rush ; 
l aving two ajiertures, one towards the sea, and the other 
lownrds the woods. The fire is made in the middle, and 
\y.i\( fills the luit with smoke. There Mere no Indians in 
the bay when >ve arrived, but, on the following everting, 
Uieutenant Sholi, in walking toMards the south end of the 
l>av, suddenly found himself close to a party which had just 
arrived in two can<x*s from the southward. Approaching 
them, he finmcl there were nine individuals — three men, and 
die n?mainder women and cl>iitlren. One of the women was 
very old, and so infirm as to requiixi to be lifted out of the canoe 
iml carried to the fire. They setmietl to have no weapons 
of any consetjuence ; but, from inir substHpient knowdodge of 
ihidi* habits, and disposition, the probability is they had 
s)?i Ill'S, bows, and arrows concealed close at hand. The only 
imjjlciueut found amongst them was a sort of hatchet or knife, 
iuade of a citx)ked piece of wootl, with part of an iron h(K)p 
to the end. The men were very slightly cloilied* having 
!>nly llie back pjrotetUeil by a seaPs skin ; but the females woiv^ 
large guanaco nmutlcs, like those of the Patagonian Indians, 
whi.in our pilot fold us they tH?casionally met for the purpose 
of I'arter. Some of the party were devouring seaFs flesh, mid 
drinking the oil extrai^teii from its blubber, which they carried 
in bliulders. nieat tliey wet*e eating was proliably part 

of a lion {Phoctt^ jubafn) ; for Mr. Sboll found mnongst 
du )u a portion of the neck of one of those animals, whicli is 
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mnarkaWe for tl»e long Inur, “ like a lion’s manV’ grow- 
ing upon it. Tijej ap|K>arcd to be a most miserable, squalid 
race, very inferior, in every rcspeet, to the Patagonians. They 
did not evince the least uneasiness at Mr. Shell’s prewjnce, 
or at our ships being close to them ; neither did they interfere 
with him, but remained squatting round their fire while be 
staid near. This seeming indifference, and total yraiit ^of 
curiositv, gave us uo favourable opinion of their character 
as inti'flectual beings ; indeed, they apjwareil to be very little 
removeil from brutes ; but our subsequent knowledge of them 
lias couvineeil us that they .are not usually deficient in intellect. 
Tills party was perhaps stupified by the unusual size of our 
ships, for the vessels which fretjuent this Strait are seldom one 
hundred tons in burthen. 

We proceeded next morning at an early hour. The Indians 
were already paddling across the bay in a northerly direction. 
lJ{)on coming abreast of them, a thick smoke w'as jierccivcd 
to i\; e suddenly from their canoes ; they had probably fixl the 
fire, which they always carry in the middle of their canoe, 
with grctai boughs and loaves, for the purpise of attracting 
our attention, and inviting us to communicate with them. 

It Avns reuiiirked that the country bt»gins to be ajvered 
with trees at Ca{ic Negro ; but they are Htuutody compared 
with those at Freshwater Ihiy. Near this place, also, tJie coun- 
try assunu .s a more verdant as{)e'ct, l)eco!ning also higher, 
and more varied in apjK-arancc. In the neigh tK>u rhoixi of 
liocky Point st»ine conspicuous portions of land were noticed, 
which, from the regidarity of their shajK?, and the ijuaiitity as 
w'ell as size of the trees growing at the edges, Ijore the 
ap^xaranai of liaving lx*en once cleared ground ; and our pilot 
Uoliinsoii {ix.).ss<'s.sing a jnost inventive imagination) iiifornieti 
us that tin y were fields, formerly clearwl and cultivated by the 
Spaniards, a»id that ruins of buildings had Ixvii lately dis- 
covered near then). For sonic time hii$ story obtained credit, 
but it proved to Ix' altogetlier void of foimdation. These ap- 
parently cleared tiacts w tre afterwards found to be occasioned 
by uiutsual jioverty ot soil, and by being overrun with thick 
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spongy moss, the vivid green colour of which produces, from 
a distance, an appearance of most luxuriant pasture land. Sir 
John NarboroUgh noticed, and thus describes them: The 

wcxkI shows in many places as if there were plantations : for 
tliere were several clear places in the woods, and grass growing 
like fenced fields in England, the woods being so even by the 
sides of it.’’* 

The wind, after leaving Fresh^rater Hay, increased, with 
.strong squalls from the S.W., at times blowing so hard as to 
lay tlie ship almost on her broadside. It was, however, so much 
in our favour, tliat we reached tlie entrant^e of Port Fairiiiie 
early, and after some little detention from baffling winds, whicli 
always render the approach to that bay somewhat difficult, the 
.‘jiiips ancliored in the harlxuir. 

• Narborougb, p. l>7r 



CHAPTER HI. 


Prepai*e the Beagle, aiul otir decked boat (the Hope) for surveying the 
Strait— -Beagle sails wcstw'urd, and the Hope towards the ftouth-ea^t— 
Sarmiento's voyage — and description of the colony formed by him at 
Port Famine— Steamer-duck — Large trees— Parroquets — Mount Tarn 
— Barometrical observations — Geological character — Report of the 
Hope’s cruize. 

In almost every account published of the Sti*ait of Magah 
haens, so much notice has been taken of Port Famine, that I 
liad long considered it a suitable place for our pur}x>ses ; and 
u|X)n examination I found it offered so many advantages, that 
I did not hesitate to make it our head-quarters. As soon, there- 
fore, as the shi}) was moored, tents were |>itched, our dccked- 
'vras hoisted out and hauled on shore, to he icoppered 
and equipped for the survey ; — and Captain Stokes rcceivetl 
orders to prt‘{)are the Beagle for examining the western part 
of the Strait ; previous to which she required to be partially 
refitted, and supplied \sith fuel and water. 

For several days after our arrival, we ha«I much rain and 
strong south-westerly wdnd, with thick clouds, which cem- 
ctaled the high land to the sonthwrrd ; allowing us only now' 
and then a partifd glimpse. One evening (H th) the air was 
unusually clcai*. and many of the mountains in tliat direction 
wore distinctly defined. We had assembled to take leave of our 
friends in the Beagle, and were watchi ig the gradual appejir- 
ance of snow-capf>e<l niountains which had previously been con- 
cealed, when, bursting ujK>n our view, as if by magic, a 
lofty mountain appeared towering among them ; whose mowy 
mantle, strongly contrasted with the dark and threat^ng 
aspect of the sky, much enhanced the gn ndeur of the scene. 

This mountain was tlie Snowy VolcaiuT (Vd/mn Nmado) 
of Sanniento, with wliose striking appearance that celebrated 
mvigator seems to haw been particularly hajircssedf mininaie 
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summit w 8^ from |%)^rth wpu^ suggest the proba^iity 
of its hut :,Mte'»ey«y ot^ ai^ indication of 

its acdvity,!: its yoJropic ^ is perhaps accidental^ fm*, eeea 
from the westkard»: i.hi suimmif no longear resembles a crater. 
From the geologic!^ charocter of the Burroundio^ rocks its for- 
mation would seem to be of slate. It is in a range of mountains 
rising generally two or throe thousand feet. above the sea; but 
at the N.E. end ^ the range are somC) at least four thousand feet 
high.' The the ‘tMaowyVdlcmJo,” or as we have called 

it, Mount Sarndeflto,f was found, by trigonometrical measure- 
ment, to be set thousand eight hundred feet^ above the Iev(d 

• Ultimo Viagsi. p. 120. 

t From ftn attentive perusal of the voyage of Magalhaens, I have lately 
boon led to think that thia is the mountain which Magalhaons called 
Holduu^e Bell, Sarmiento has, however^ assif^ned that name to a moun- 
tain at the ‘back of his Bay of Camphna, which will he noticed m if a 
proper place* The name of Mount Sarmknto was too long*, and too well 
established with u$, or I should hare restored the name bestowed upon it 
by Mugalhaens* Herrera, in his D^^crlpcion do las Indies Occidentales, 
cap.xxii^ noticed the "Oampann de Roldan” as a great mountain in 
the midst pf the entrance of a channel ; they gave it this name (Cam- 
paua de Euldan) because one of Magfathaens^ companions, named Roldan, 
on artillery oiKcer, wetMt to eitainthe it. Y la Caojpana de Roldan una 
Pciia grande en medio al principio dc un canal : dieron Ic eate nomhre 
prn^ue la fu^ a rcconocer uno de los compaueros de Magal lanes Darn ado 
Roldan quo oiw artflloro,” 

t By angular measurement, with a theodolite, fWim the tent, 
the base being by diE of lat. 297,863 feet, and allow- 
iiig A of the intercepted arc for ten (^trial refraction . . 6,864 feot. 

By angal|ftr measure with sextant (indme error, dip, and 
of the intercepted arc being allowed!) the base being 

290,074 feet . ^ ^ 1 7,237 

ahguliw tjeasqreiilent,. w froni Warp 

Bay, by LieutSs f and Gfw^es 6,800 

'r 'iHean » « %. %. •. 6,967 feot, 

\ III. 

hut as of elocution being greater, was 

^ore likely to bn cometji 6, $00 fenl » considered to be its elevation. 
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of the sea. It is the highest land that I hav4 in Tiam 
del Fuego ; and to us, indeed, it was an object of cxmsiderabl^ 
Interest, Ixx^ause its api^earanco and disapjiearance were Beldom 
failing weather guides. In our Meteorological Diary, a column 
was ruled for the insertion of its appearances.^ 

This clear state of the atmosphere was followed by a heavy 
fall of rain, with northerly and easterly winds, which did hot^ 
however, last long. 

In the vicinity of oiir tents erected on the low land, on the 
S.W. side of th(‘ bay, were several ponds of water, perfectly fit 
for immediate use ; but, perhaps, too much impregnated wi|h 
vegetable matter to keep good for any length of time. Capt^ 
Stokes, therefore, filled his tanks from the river; but as that 
water did not keep well, it was probably taken into the bcwit 
too near the sea. This, however, was unavoidable, except ,by 
risking thebiats among a great number of sunken trees in the 
bed of the river. ^ 

The Beagle sailed on tlie 15th, to survey the western 
entrance of the Strait, with orders to return to Port Famine 
by the end of March. 

Our decked lx)at, the Hope, being ready, tbe coim^iand of 
her was given to Mr. Wickham, who was in every way qua- 
lified for the trust. Wc were, however, much mortified by 
finding that she lcaki*d so considerably as to oblige us to 
unl()ad, and again haul her on .shore. When ready for 
sea, she sailed under the direction of my assistant-surveyor, 
Mr. Graves, to exami?»c the St. Sebastian channel and the 
deep o{)enirig to the S.E. of Ca|)e Valentyn- Her crew con- 
sisted of seven men, besides Mr. Wickham, and Mr. Rowlett, 
the purs<?r. 

Having de.spatched the Beagle and the Hope, I was at leisure 
to carry on the .survey of the coast in the neighbiiurhotxl of 
Port Famine, and to make a plan df the ix>rt itself. The 

* At a bubscjjuent visit, crn!>iacing a period of 190 days, it was only 
been on twenty-five, in.a durinir seven day<s only was it constantly ybible. 
On the rewainwg figlUcett, partiom only were seen, and those but for « 
few houi3 at a tin*! , 
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Transit, .and Altitude circle, were set up ; but from the very 
unfavourable state of the weather, and the interference of other. 
<x!CupatioTii8, I was only enabled to procure a series of zenith 
distances of the sun, and stars, for tlie latitude. 

Port Famine, a name well known to all wlio have interested 
themselves about the Strait of Magalhaens, was selected by 
Sannieiito as the most convenient place for the site of an 
establishment formed, at his suggestion, by Philip II. King of 
Spain. 

The voyage of Sir Francis Drake through the Strait into 
the Pacific, and his successes against the Spanish colonies and 
trade on tlie western side of the continent of America, induced 
the Viceroy of Lima to send an ExjK^ditioii to pursue the “ Cor- 
sair,*” with orders to fight and take Ijiin, dead or alive.^ This 
i'kpedition, commanded by Pedro Sanniento de Gamboa, who 
Jjad already been engaged twice with Drake, consisted of two 
ships, (ontaining in all two hundred armed men, sailors and 
soldiers ; a force which was considered sufficient to ensure tlie 
{'.M,|)ture.f* 

'Phe Strait of Magalhaens Ixung the most likely place to 
inev t with Drake, Sanniento was ordered to proceed through 
it, and take the opportunity of exploring its coasts. 

All this he perfonned in a manner highly creditable, as well 
f >r tlio excellent description handed down in his unpretending 
journal, as for the enterprising zeal, and steady perseverance, 
^howw among difficulties of no trifling nature. To his atxounts 
(»f various places there will be frequent occasion to refer. Our 
object, at pit’sent, is to give a short account of the Colony. 

Sanniento sailed from Peru (1583), and entered the Strait 
from the Pacific. After experiencing many serious clifliculties, 
and escaping imminent dangers, in the western part of the 
Strait, where the climate is so rigorous and the country so deso- 
late, it was not snrprising that he should lx>ooine enraptured 
with the verdant, and picturesque apjxarance of the shores to 
the eastward of Cajx? Froward, and witli the open country in 

• Sarmientu's Voyage, p. 25. 


t Id. he. 
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the tteigbbourhood, and to the northward of Cape Virging.^ 
After much oppf>sition from thcDulceof Alva*}“ and other power* 
ful people, he succeeded in convincing the King of the expedi- 
ency of fortifying the shores of the First Narrow, and forming 
several establishments within the Strait, to prevent the passage 
of strange ships, to the prejudice of the King’s colonies in Chile 
and Peru : for at that time the passiige round Cape Horn was 
not known. Accordingly, an Expedition was prepared, coh- 
sisting of twenty- thntx^ vessels, under the joint command of 
Diego Florez de Valdez and Sarmiento; the former being 
appointed Captain-general of tlie fleet, and of the coast of 
Brazil ; and tlie latter, Captain-general of the Strait of Magal- 
haons, and Governor of all the Establishments that should be 
formed within it. 15155" 

Of the twenty-tljree ships which sailed from Spain, five only 
reached the entrance of the Strait ; and these, after experienc- 
ing many difliculties from bad weather and foul winds, returned 
to Pto do Janeiro to refit, where Sarmiento met four vessels 
w'liich had sent from Spain to his succour. His colleague 
and General in chief, Florez, who had deserted tlie Expedition, 
did all in his piwer to impede Sarmiento, to the latest moment 
of his stay at the Brazils, At last, however, five ships, edm- 
manded by RilhTa, and manned by five hundred and thirty 
men,J sailed ; and, without encountering further loss or deten- 
tion, arrived oft* the Strait in l)eceml)er (1584), and 
after reached an anchorage, between the First and Secand 
Narrows. 

Ribera would ff) no further ; but landed about three him 
dn^l men, under Sarmiento. A city was marked out, and 
named Jesusjg in a valley well provided with water. The 

• See Burney, ii. p. 15, tor a fuller account; also id. 71* 
t Who made a remark o« ine oeca^tem, which became pnwerbial, 
“that if a ship carried out only anchors and cables, sof&cieal for hei 
security ag-ainst the stt»rroH in that part of the world, ahe would go well 
laden.*’ Burney C<dl. vol. ii. 45. 

J Burney, ii* 51. 

4 The situation of mu»t have been about half-way between 

the Firnt and Second Narr«/w, near the point named iti the ebart N. S. cf 

Vail-. 
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sliips were blown awity to sea j leaving the colonists very desii* 
lute; fbrtimately, however, they were enabled to return, but 
were four times, afterwards, obliged to put to sea, from stress 
of weather. On the last return, one of the ships, La Trinidad, 
was run on shore. The ardour of Hibera being damped by 
repeated roisfurtunes, he returned to Spain, without the know^- 
ledge or consent of Sarmiento, leaving, for the use of the colony, 
only one ship, the Maria. 

While unloading the Trinidad, the Spaniards w^ere attacked 
by Indians, whom they dispt?rsed. 

Sanniento, after making the necessary arrangements at Jesus, 
.set out by land with one hundred men, to go to Point St. 
Aiina,^ the ship Maria being ordered to follow. On the 
journey, tlie sufferings of the party were very great, as well 
IVdm the fatiguing nature of the march, as from their being 
]i;\rassed by the natives, with whom they had an engagement, 
in which one w'as killed, and ten men were wounded. A 
rnutiav among his people then l)roke out, which was quelled 
by assistance from the ship. At last they reached their desti- 
nation, and founded, with the usual solemnities, tliecity of King 
l*liilip (or San Felip). 

At the latter end of March, while preparing habitations, the 

V inter set in so suddenly > that for fifteen days it did not cease 
\ sm>w, Sarmiento, then, after quelling a mutiny which had 
bi*v)ken out afresh among the soldiers, embarked with thirty 
>iion to visit the first encampment at Jesus, and to superintend 
t])i erection of forts in the Narrow ; but ujxm reaching the 
anchorage, a gale of wind forced him to sea, and, lasting twenty 
(lays, obliged him (with his pople blindeti and frost-bitten) 
to bear up for Rio de Janeiro. 

Hire his ship was stranded; upm which he chartered a 
M’ssi l to convey flour to the Strait, and went himself to Per- 
nambuco, to proctfre large boats for carrying supplies to his 

V whore some peaked elevations, divldin{^ vallioa near the coawt lino, 
n o conspicuous. I'he Beagle anchored there, aud found plenty of fresh 

(lose to Fort Famine. 
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colony, and assisting in the recovery of his strand^ ship ; slie 
had, however, drifted off, and sunk near Bahia; and all liis 
lioats were destroyed. Still Sanniento persevered in his i^ealotis 
efforts to succour his fnonds in the Strait ; &nd succeeded in 
procuring a vessel of fifty or sixty tons, which, loaded with arms 
and whatever he considcml useful, sailed, and reached Rio do 
Janeiro a month after the departure of the first vessel (January 
1585). He followed, but in the latitude of 89® met with a 
furious gale, wliieh tlrovo him back to Rio de Janeiro, where 
the vessel tluit had preceded him had returned in distress. 

Dis;\ppoihud in liivS attempts to carry succour to the colony, 
he determined to go to Sjiuin ; but on his voyage thither, to 
comj vleto the catalogue of his misfortunes, his ship was captured 
liy three bbigUsh vesstds, and taken to England, after which 
the ill-fated colcmy in the Strait was neglected, if not entirely 
forgotten. 

Two months after SarmionUfs departure from the Strait of 
jVrft;;alhaens, in the month of August, the middle of the winter 
of that rcgitai, the jiarty Ix^longing to the first establishment at 
Jesus set off by land, and joined that at San Felijie, with the 
unwelcome tidings of their de.serted state. But as the provi- 
sions at San Feli|)e were insufficient to supjxirt all the people, 
Andros de Viedma, who, after Sarrniento's departure, had 
assumed the command, detached two hundred soldiers, under 
the command of Juan Iniguez, back to Jesus, for the puirpos«? 
of comnumicaiing with any ship that might make her appear- 
anc(', and aw'uiling tlie expe<!ted return of Sarmiento ; but the 
winter and follow ing summer passtxl by without any relief. 

In this unhappy state, the colonists were obliged to think 
only of providing for their safety, and built two boats ; in 
whicli fifty people embnrkttl, liesides Vieilrna, Suare^t, a 
Franciscan friar named Antonio, and five Spanish women 
They had not proceeded farther than Point Santa Brigulm* 

• From iSanriiciUo'j!! descripiion of the Point Santa Brig^ida v 

the euhvjini poira * f Nassau Island. (<?) See Sarmiento^a Voyage, p. 22iK 

(f/).r»y Nassau Idand t njcani tin? land forming the south shore ol il •' 
Second Narrow — lb F , 
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when 0110 of the boat$ struck upon a reef, and was lost, but 
the people were saved. The loss of this boat caused them to 
give up every hope of saving themselves in that way ; and 
Viedma, with Suareas, the friar, and twenty soldiers, returned 
in the remaining boat to San Felipe, leaving the rest of the 
party, consisting of thu*ty men and five women, to support 
iheinsclves through theapproaching winter as they could. After 
that season had passed, Viedma sent to collect the wanderers ; 
but fifteen men, three women only, could be found ; the 
rest having died of hunger and disease. The survivors tlien 
Jttcrnuued upon going to the first establishment at Jesus; 
on their way to which they passed by the skeletons of the two 
iiundred who had bten first detached. Traveling onwards, 
they observed threes sliips entering the strait, which michoreil 
at a distance to the southward* 

During the night, Viedma and Ins companions kept up 
large ilres, supjxising that the ships belonged to thvnr own 
nation. Next morning a luxit was despatched from them ; 
and three of Vkxbna’’s party obtained permission to go and 
aconuoitro her. Having approached near enough, a signal 
was made; upon wliich, the people in the Ixxit pulled to- 
^vards the lieuch, and said they were from England, bouiitl 
to Peru, and that if the Spaniards wanted a jxissage, (hey had 
setter embark. After some hesitation, arising from the fear 
of trusting themselves in tlie poM er of hei etics, they consented ; 
vnd one was jiermitted to get in, out the other two were 
hit on the lieach. In the boat was the enterpri/ing Cavendish* 
Ihnnsclf, who, on hearing the particulars of thrir story, sent 
the other two soldiers to Viedma, offering to take him and the 
residue of his people on board, Cavendish retunmii to Ins ship; 
hut, without further delay, sailed on to the Isla dos Fates 
(SiUita Magdalena Island), where he leisurely salted down six 
casks of jKjnguiiw j iwid then proceeded to San Felipe, for w(hx 1 
and water ; he remained there four days (during which time he 
destroyed the houses of the Spaniards, and embarked six 
guns); mu} thence continued his voyage. The iktsou savaf 

• Foiwrly spelled * Condisli/ 
i> 


^ <u 1 . 
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Cavendish, whose name was Toin6 
escaptnl from him at (Jiiintero, near Va]j)araiso; and, pTOCSedc 
ing to Peru, gave an account of the fate of this cruelly n^lected 
colony. 

This was the llrst, and perhaps will Ixi the lastj attempt 
inadt^ to occuj\y a ccHintry, offering no encouragement for 
a Jiunian being; a regiiniy where the soil is swampy, cold, 
and unfit for cultivation, and whoso climate is tborouglily 
cheerless. 

'rho name, San Felipe, ceased with the colony ; for Caven- 
tii.sh called it Port Faniiue, in allusion to the fate of the colo- 
nists, all of whom, except the man l>e took away, and one savtxl 
two years afterwards (in 1589), by Andrxnv Mericke,* jwished 
from hunger and its attendant disoasi\s; and by this apj>ellatioii 
the bay has since been universjdly known. To commemorate 
the ili-fated town, a very thick ly-woodcd mountain at the l>ot- 
to'.n i'A* tlv.‘ bay, xvhfth forms a conspicuous and picturesejuc 
olr, <‘t, has been riained by us Mount San Felipe. 

At t!)is port, Sarmiento, on his first voyage timmgh the 
Strait, conmiunicated witli a large party of Itulians, in con- 
.sec|U(;nee of wliicfi he caliul it Bahiu de la (ionU? ; and tlx 
nver, which !um bears the name of Sedger, he named San 
Juan. Of this river Sariniento took fonnal jKisstrssion, as well 
as of the vvIujIc Stnut, for the ^ Miii Poderoso y mui Oaldlico 
Seuor Phclifx* Segimdo/ Sre, he, it Wiis also here that, in con 
.sequence of the nuraculous preservation of his vessel on man) 

^ Near to Port Fomiiic thi?y took on board a Spaniard, w!u> wfi^ 
the oriiy one tlien jomaininjj iilivo of the garrison left in the Strait h\ 
vSarmiefito. The accuunC i^ivcn by ild» man, a8 reported by b . 

that he had lived in tho»se parts year!?, atid win* one of the four bon 
drod wie?i sent thltlea by the Kin^ <»f Spain in the year 15S2, to fortiF 
and inhabit thexc, to hinder tl paautge of all strangers that w^ay into U * 
South Sea. But that town (Sun Felipe) and the other Spanish ouloi' 
being de«troyed by 1 amine, he isaid ho hud lived in a hoitso, hy himself, u 
long time, »!)d relieved bimsrdf with bin ca1ivcr(<&) until our coming thi 
iher.'* Biirnev, ii. j>. man died on the vnvage to Eiiropt' 

Id. p. 97. 

( >) A kind of gun — Ih F. 
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occasional h« attemptetl to change the name of the sttait to 
Estrecho ile la Madre cle Dios ; but it had Ix'on t(xi long called 
Magalhaens, for even the influence of Sarmiento, backed by 
tlie ]X)wer of Philip, to persuade the world to countenance m 
great an injustice. 

Magallanes, Senor, fue el primer hombre 
Quo abrierido este catnino le did nomln'o.’’ 

Ercilla Araucana^ Cant. I. oct. 

During an excursion with Mr. Tarn to Eagle Bay,* beyoiul 
CajX:' San Isidro, we found many wigwams. They were then 
novelties to us, and wo were igiiorant of their Ixjing sucli cer- 
tain indications of very sheltered places, as subsequent cxjh- 
ritmee has shown them to be. We often used them, after they 
had been well cleaned out : a |H>afs sail, thrown over iIk* 
liemis|)herical roof, was a sufficient protection from rain; — and 
from wind they are always well defended by tbeir situation. 
II(Te we S 41 W, for the first time, that most remarkable bird the 
Steamer-duck. Ifefore stcam-l>oats wei'e in gciH'ral use*, this 
bird ^vas denominatixl, from its swiftness in skimming over the 
sdrface of the water, the ‘ race-horse/ a name which occurs 
ftc<|uently in C(X>kV, Byroifs, and other voyages. It is a 
iiiiiantic duck, the largest I have met with. It has the lobated 
hind-toe, legs placed far Imck wards, and other cliaracteristics 
of the (K^eanic ducks.-f- The principal peculiarity of this birtl 
is, the shortness and remarkably small size of the wings, 
winch, not Iiaving sufficient powvr to raise the Inxly, st^ve only 
to propel it along, rather than through the water, aiul vdv used 
like the paddles of a steanvvessch Aided by these and its 
strong, bnxAd-webbcxl feet, it moves with aatonishing velocity. 

• So named by Bongainville. 

t U belonjrs to tlic group w'hich M, Temminck ba'} lately nainrtl 
i without attending to the uamo long »^ince conferred upon ii 

Ijy Dr. Fleming, designated it Otdemia Patadiunica^ from ils large 
dinionsiouj^, in my communication upon die Ornithology of the J^traits. 
/. lological .Tournai, vol. iv. p. 100. On iny return to Knglnnd, T found 
dial .M. (It* Frnycinet had figured this bird, in the account of !ii.^ last 
voyage in I’ Uranic, where it is described by Messrs. Quoy and («aiuuml 
inidcr the name of Mtcropiertis bmch^ptevus* 

d2 
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It would not ]ye an exaggeration to state its speed at from tWelVe 
to fifteen miles au hour. The |)eculiar form of the wing, and 
tJie short rigid feathers which cover it, together with the power 
this bird possesses of remaining a considerable length of time 
under water, constitute it a striking link between the genera 
Jnas and Aptenodytes, It has lieen noticed by many former 
navigators. Tlie largest we found measured forty inchejs, 
from the extremity of tlu‘ bill, to tliat of the tail, and weighed 
thirteen pounds; hut Captain CV)ok mentions, in his second 
voy«age, that the weight of one w^as twenty-nine jxmnds.* It 
is very diflicult to kill them, on account of their wariness and 
thick coat of fe«^thers, which is impenetrable by any thing 
smaller than swan shot. The flavour of their flesh is so strong 
and fisl)y, tliat at first we l^illed them solely for specimens. 
Five or six months, liowever, on wilt provisionsj taught many 
to think such food })ala table, and the seamen never lost an 
opportunity of eating them. I have prefen*ed these ducks to 
salt-!)eef, hut more ns a preventive against sciii^y, than from 
liking their taste. 

I am averse to altering names, particularly in natural his- 
tory, without very good reason, hut in this case I do think the 
name of " stt^amer’ much more apjiropriatc, and descriptive oi' 
the swift paddling motion of these birds, than that of ^race- 
horse," I believe, too, the name of ^ steamer" is now generally 
given to it by those who liavc visited thest' rc'gions. 

Many shcllsf wi re taken from the IxHtom l)y means of at fiz- 
gig w hich Mr. Tam found in one of the w igwaras : it wa« « 

• Cook’s Secoiitl Voyu^f;, 4to. p, 

t On the shores of Ka^le Bay we procured a large collection of shclh 
among which were Margurita violnr'n (Nob. in Zoo), Journ. v. 846, N * 
.53), a beautiful Modioht (J[f. tr'^pt^na^ Lam.‘), anew Fccten (P* vitrc»< 
Nob. in Zoot. Jour. v. 337, No. 17), and u delicate transparent-9hellr<‘ 
FaPdla, answer in«: the description of J*. cyndmlariiU Theee four spi'Civ- 
were found attached to Jeaves of the kelp {Fucus ffiganteu ) 

and afford food to the ^teui^ier-iJuck, We also collected good ipeciini r«' 
of Murev Magellan ifntSf Lam,*, of F'ismrdla pictu^ Lam.*, and a 
number of the rouimon |»atella of the Stndl, which forms acouaidcraj V 
article of food f»>r the 
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rough pole, eight or ten fik*t long, split crosswise at one end, 
and opened so as to jforni four prongs, kept apart by two small 
})ieces of wood. Although rudely made, it was excellently 
adapted for a shell-gatherer, and is used by the Indians for 
collecting sea-eggs, which are found in the Strait of very large 
si/e, and are doubtless, to them, a great delicacy. 

During our excursion we ascertained the liest place to ascend 
the snowy mountain, sincti iianu^d < Tarn and the surgeon, 
whose name it hears, set off wdth a party of officers to make 
llio attempt, in which he succeeded, and obtainal such an 
extensive view as induced me to decide ^upon ascending it, a 
few days afterwards, to pnicure bearings from the summit, and 
for the purpose of measuring its height with a barometer. 

Tti the meantime 1 visited Sedger river (Sarmiento’s 
' Ilio dc San Juan de PosesioiF), and found some difficulty in 
efitoring it, lx?causc of sciveral banks which are dry at low 
water. Between them, however, the stream keeps a small chan- 
nri o})cn, by winch we cllected our purpose. Every gale of 

iiid causes the banks to sliift, and betwevu the times of our 
hrs(, and last, visit to I'ort Famine, the river’s mouth under- 
wtMK many changes. The lied of the river is so full of fallen 
;re( s, that we could not go, with the boat, more than three 
liiih s and a half aliove the entrance ; there it was about fifteen 
wants wide, liounded on <'ach side by thickly w(xxled banks, of 
.nodimte height. The trees on tiiese banks are large, chiefly 
llu t wo species of Beech before-mentioned, and Winter Vbark ; 
liicrc are liesicK'S many shrubs, and an impenetrable underwood 
Arhutiis, lierberis, and currant bushes. The largest Beech- 
U\v that we saw could not have Ix^eu more than thirty or 
Forty ifiches in diameter, which w^as insignificant comjxired with 
tliosi' noticed by Commodore Byron. In describing his excur- 
sion up this river, he mentions trees that would supply the 
Hritit^h navy wifh thd best masts in the world.^* ** Some of 
inoin are of a great height, and more than right feet in diamo- 
Ur, which is proportionably more than eight yards in circum- 

• Byron’s Voyage round the World, lio. p. 38. 
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ference/*^ The Commodore may have been pleased by the 
appearance of these trees, but must have fancied* their quidity 
and dimensions such as he describes. The largest are generally 
rotten at the heart, and dl are more or less defective. Their 
WiKxi is Jieavy, and fim too brittle for masts : we a>uld not 
Use it even for boat-h<K)k staves. It makes, however, tolerable 
plank for boat-building, and, when seasoned, might be in-^ed in 
ships. For connnoii pur{)oses, such as Imuses, or fence's, it is 
very serviceable. 

Wo wandered about to examine the country ; but, except- 
ing tile track t)f some c|uadruped, whose foot was small and 
cloven, rather like a yag'*N we saw nothing new. Tlie traces 
of foxes wore mui\cvoii< ever\ where. We found no fish of 
any description in the river. Geese and wild ducks were 
numerous, whose young were at this time-«carcely fledged, and 
an easy })rey. ^Ve also observed here, for tlie first time, the 
parroquet, winch Kougainville described to Ik' common in the 
St alt. He carried sjKvimens liome with him ; but some 
naturalists of (liose days deeidixl that there must have been a 
mistake, liecause, as tliey avernnl, pmitxpiets did not exist in 
so high a latitude. Bougainville, however, made no mistake, 
for the speefesf is very abundant in the neighlx)urliorKl of Fort 
Famine, and has l>ceii mm by us in all parts of the Strait. It 
feeds pi ineipally u]xjn the seeds of the WintorVbark. The 
existence of this bird in Tierra del Fiiego is also mentioned bv 
(look and Narlxirough^’ 

* I, c. 

t PiifUuuji sme7'm/rlitw.^f Gna'l. I have no doubt that the bird Wi 
saw the same as H<m?iainville procured, and from which a descriptn jj 
has been given in the Kncy. Metli., art, Ornith. l.'Jft; although amateri:tt 
error ia fuadc, for tliey arc not ^^nkndidc vlridis, nor ih the m*opj^gitan re<l ; 
in other points, how ever, the description i« correct. 8ee Bnlfon’a 
Nat* (ks Oistftux, vi. 2G2. PI. enl. zi. B5, Pemiebc de» Terrea Magvi- 
laniques. 

• Bougainvilh^ says, \y<* have likewise perceived some perrokeet*^ ; 
the latter are not aiVaid of ;hc cold.’’ To which the English 

r. R. Forster, wlio incredulotis of the corrcctriojfs of ^ 

»Mortiiin, apin.Mitj^ the following note; ** Perrnchea, probably 
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All of Fort l^niiiio iufumod . u§ of its abounding 

in fish, but 4s yet we had taken none excepting with hook and 
line, although the seine had lieen frequently shot. At last, 
however, in the first week of February, we bad a successful 
haul of mullet and smelts, many of the former weighing eight 
pounds, and tlie latter measuring fifteen inches in length. 
After this we were often very fortunate, and on one occa.’jion 
caught, at one haul of the seine, sixteen hundred-weight of 
sjrielts, some weighing two jxjunds, and measuring twenty 
inches in length. A few' days previously we had a draught of 
mullet, w'hich served the crews of both Adventure and lleagle 
for three days. Geese, wild ducks and teal, snipe, and now 
and tl)en wTKxlccKiks, were to be found by taking a short walk ; 
there were, however, no quadrupeds lit for f(X)d which wo 
< i>uld take. Foxes and wild cats were occasionally seen, and a 
{oot-nmrk of some large animal of the feline race, probably a 
])U}ua, was once observed upon the beach. We found many 
traces of horsc‘s, which sliowed that the Patagonian Indians 
vouutirnes come thus far south. Had we been so fortunate as 
to meet tlieiii here, we might have procured, j>erhaps, a regular 
MUpply of guanacu meat. 

On tlte ytli of February, as the weather seemed favourable 
lor ascending Mount Tarn,^ Lieuteiuint Cooke, the Surgeon, 
ami Anderson, tlie botanical adlector, sc't off in advance to 
.select a convenient place for passing the night, carrying with 
tiiem a tent and provisions, I followed later in the day, aiuk 
while the l)oat*s crew were arranging their loatls, nnxde some 
hservjitions with a barometer on the beach. 

Our way led through thick underwcxHl, and tlien, with a 
gradual ascent, among fallen tecs, coverixl with so thick a 
<oating of moss, that at every step we sunk up to tlve knet‘s 

.aiks/* IhiiloatatHn doubted the fact, uiul the author ot" Ilistoln’ 
art. Oi«caux, tom. ii. [u RUirjrcsts the possibility uT :i 
having- been obtained in some other parfof the world, and put, 
ky miHtako, amon^9t those eollccted in the Strait, , 

named l>ecuus<s Mr. ruru, the sur^'con of the Adventure, the 

< i cr-joii who rcnched its sumuiit. 
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before jfirm footing could be found. It was very labdiMil^ werk^ 
and the ground Wng saturated, and each tree dripping w^ith 
moisture, we were soon wet through. We proceeded along the 
same sort of road up a steep ascent; some oiie of the perty 
constantly falling into deep holes (?overed by moss, or stumbling 
over fallen trunks of trees. As 1 Ciirried a barometer I ivas* 
obliged to proceed with caution, and succeeded in einergiiig 
from this jungle without accident. After about three quartos 
of an hour spent in this way, we reached an open space, where 
we rested, and I set up the barometer; Here we folmd a 
cypress of very stunted growth. 

Oiir 1 ‘oad hence was rather more varied : always steep, 
but sometimes free from impediment. Here and there we 
ohserval the boggy soil was faced with a small plant (Chemitis 
sfp.) of a harsh ch.aracter, growing so thick and close as to form 
large tufts, over which we waiketl as on hard ground. We 
struggled through several thickets of stunted beech-tnii's, with 
a th*f*k jungle of Bcrln'ris underneath, wdiose strong and sharp 
thorns penetrated our clothes at every step; and began to 
find the fatigue very oppressive: some of my lx>at*s crew 
suffered much, being unused to such exercise. At last we 
approached ihe place where Mr. Cooke and his party had 
estaldishtrtl themselves, and u|X)n hailing, were invigorated by a 
cheer in reply. We reached the bivouac in a very way-worn 
condition, and found, to our great enmfort, the tent pitched, 
and a good fire biiming.* 

The ground was .so exceedingly wet, that although we slq): 
u|)on branches, forming a layer at least a foot thick, we found 
ourselves, in the night, lying as if in a morass, and suffering 
from cold, even with a large fin* blazing at our fwt. At day 
light next morning, just as^ve wen^ starting, a boat w^os men 
sailing round Cajxi San Isidro, which, by the aid of a tdescxipc. 

I niade out to he the llo{x,% 

We resumed the ascent, and passed over, ralhel' than 
through, thickets of the crumply-leaved l)eech, * which, from 

The htigjit ot this as wbow^n by the barometer, on the ascepe 
was 941 fccu and, dih the ‘V73 fed 
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their exposure to the prevailing winds, rose no higher than 
twelve or fourteen inches from the ground, with widely-spread-^ 
ijig branches, so closely interwoven, as to form a platform that 
bore our weight in walking. We next traversed an extent of 
table-land,* much intersected by ponds of water. Mr. Tam 
shot two plovers of a new sjjecies {Charadrius rubecoh^ Zool. 
Jour. vol. iv. p. 96), and a snipe. We then ascended three or 
four luuwlred feet, and crossed a deep ravine. The lK)ttom of 
the ravine was clay-slate in a decomposing state, but the sur- 
face of the ground was strewed with pebbles of granite. 
Another plain, with many ponds, succeeded ; the intervening 
spaces being covered with tufts of cliamitis, and studded here 
ivhI there with snidl clusters of dwarf beech; but the ground 
was so hard, and firm, that we proccxuled rapidly, without 
faiigue, until wc attained the height of 1,800 feet, when the 
ii>cer.i became very stcM^'p. Near the summit lay a large ma?^s 
of snow, ra})idly melting away. We reached the highest pin- 
nai'lc of the mount at seven o’clock (having left our resting- 
jjhici' at four), aiul immediately set uj) the iastniinents, 1 was 
ol)ligetl to avail myself of Mr. Tanfs assistance to hold the 
barouieter, whilst two of my l)oat’s cn?w held the legs of the 
iluxulolite-sUind, for the wind was blowing very strongly, and 
ij'c tdge of a precipice was close to us, jx’rpondii'ular for 
.jauy Imndred feet, and thence downwards so steep, that any 
i)o»ly going over would fall at least a tlioiiwmd feet. The 
hiomlolite-^land was tmavoidably ]>lui:ed within a very few 
Indies of the edge, aiuI I t(K)k a round of angles, suffer- 
ing, however, intense pain from the piercing coldness of the 
wind, which, heated as wc* were by the ascent, was much 
fit, though the temperature was not lower tlian 39°- I was 
lightly clothed, and should have fared Iwdly, had not one of 
il)c party lent me his Flushing jacket, while he dt*st*endcd under 
the lee of the in( Am tain- top to. make a fire. The barometer 
^tood at 26, 618, the tem|XTature of the air Wng 40^, and of 

• On this table-land the barometer stood ut 27,7i>7* Temperature of 
le air 46°, 5, and of the mercury 47®, 5, which gave the elevation 1 ,327 
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the mercury Unfi^rtunately the clay was very cloudy^ 

and hiany squalls of sleet and rain, which oliscured tlie hills, 
jmssed whilst I was taking l^earings. To the N.E., towards 
the siipjK3sed Sel)iistiau Channel, the horizon was too hazy to 
allow much view. A dec]> inlet was seen in that direction ; 
but whether the land elosixl round, or whether a channel was 
at the lx3ftoni, we could not distinguish. A considerable l)ody 
of water was observed to tlie southward of Cape St. Vakntyn, 
behind Lomas Bay, but its extent was screened from our view 
by tlie intervention of the Lomas hills. It appeared to be a 
channel, the opposite or eastern side of it being formed by the 
high ranges previously seen from Point St. Mary. Cordova’s 
Ports San Antonio and Valdez were distinctly made out; but, 
to the southward, every thing w'as envelopt'd in mist. 

The bearings and observations, wliich occupied me nearly 
two hours, being completed, we^all adjourned to a sheltered 
<deft in the rock clf)se to our station, where w'e acx>n recovered 
the se of our fingers. *f 


is 


♦ The result of the harometric obsorration ft>r the lieight of Mount Tarn 
follows : 
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By angulai from Observation Cove, Port Famine, wiJl 

theodolite, allowing of the intercepted arc for terrestrial refraetioa, Ma 
height 2,850 ft et. 

Another observation, with the eextant, made it 2,855 feet. The 
2,852 I e<»T'si<ler int.re cerruct, from the difficulty of oLtaining a cpiT<H f 
rcadifig of the l»aro!>»eter on the summit. 

i HyJianicirfe hygroiiiefer, u?<cd in this sheltered spot, T fimud i/!> 
fenip<'rature of the air to be 18^ ; dew pi»int 41®: but u{Km expoaing ll • 
ijistrumont to the w ind, the air w a:* and the dew point dir- 

terenco in the former being 7*^ i «od the latter 3i® ; from which the ihi 
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Having accomplished our object, we began the descent. In 
a cofnparatively mild and agreeable spot, I again set up the 
theodolite and l)arometer, while some of the party employed 
themselves in fruitless attempts to kindle a fire. The heigl>t, 
by the barometer, proved to be 1,845 ff^et above the sea; and 
the bearings from this station were much better tlian those I 
luul taken from theexjKised summit. 

We reached our tent at noon, having been absent seven 
hours. At three we reached the Ix'ach, where the Ixiromcter 
>itood at 29-.312 (air 61.^3,* and mercury 62, ®5). 

Excepting near the sea, where clay -slate (very similai* to 
that of Point St. Anna, but witli an opposite dip) showed itself, 
the side of the hill is clothed with tret^s and underwood, and 
no rock is visible until one arrives at the ravine. Around tnc 
siuDinit of Mount Tarn the gmimd is bare, but st^ covered with 
small dm>inpo8cd fragments,* that the solid rock only apjK'ais 
oecasioually : it is very hard, and breaks with a conchoidal 
lV.i<‘turc : some of the spexjimens wdiich we detachtd. bore indis^ 
tiiu’t impressions of organic remains. We also found, project* 
ing from the rock in which they were einl)edded, nodules, or 
Miiall rounded masses of stone, in uii advanced state of decom- 
mouldering away in laminar forms somewhat resem- 
i)ling the inner leaves of a cablwigc. ’ Several were brought 
Lway carefully, but Ixdbre we arrivctl on lK>ard they had iTum- 
hied to pieces : the nucleus was quite hard, but was surrouiuled 
i)V concentric lamina’, nioro brittle the nearer they approached 
U) the outer surlace. It seemed as if the face of the summit 

I'hc alx>ve being the difference in the phort fspace of three feet apail ; 
the in.'truiDent, in the iir^t case, being; just under the lee of the mcky 
Mimviiit oftlie mountain, and in the last, alnive it, expo:»e<i to the wind. 

* 'I’he air was »o dry this afternoon that I failed to procure a deposit 
oi’ dew upon Danleli’a hygrometer, although the internal temperature was 
lowered from 61® One of portable hygrometers was also 

tn( d, and the temperature was lowered to 31® J u ithout a deposit ; so i!»at, 
Ihedifterence being more than thirty degrees, the expansive force of the 
ail must have been less than -12, the dryness, on tbcj thermometric smle, 
less than 367, and the weight of vapour, in a cubic foot of air, loss than 
griuiis. 
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nbovc-mentioned was covered with Uie decompositig fragments 
of these nodules. 

The highest parts of the Mount form a ridge extending 
S, E, and N.W., being a succession of strata of slaty rock, 
dipping to the eastward, at an angle of 16® or SO® from the 
horizon. The strata are very narrow, and separated from each 
other by a vein of tjuartz, much of which is in a crystallized 
slate. We reached the ship about seven oVlock, and found that 
the Hope and her j)arty had done well. Her cruize proved 
interesting, with regard to the geography of the Strait, and a 
sunnnary of it is subjoined. 

Mr. Gl’a^ cs’s orders were to survey the Sebastian Cliannel ; 
l)ut in the event of liis sc'eing any thing more interesting to the 
S,E., lie was allowed to defer that service to another oppor- 
tunity, Tlie Hope crossed the Strait, and anchored in a small 
bavj formed between tlie two projec^ting jwints of Cape Valen- 
tyn, where some few defects in the vesstJ were remedied, and a 
g<K>fl round of angles obtainwl from the summit of the Capo, 
wheiice there was a fine view. The country was low, undu- 
lating^ and destitute of trees. From a station alx>ut two miles 
overland, to the eavStward, a large Inxly of water w^as observ(*tl 
to tlie southward, forming a channel, or deep sound, and it 
wjis determined to follovv up its examination, ratlier than risk 
tlie erew^ in the devp bay that was supp>sed to comnmnicati' 
wit}] tlic San Sebastian Channel, on board a vessel whost* cajia- 
!)ilitich were unknown. Several fire-places and remains of 
wigwams were seen ; the latter weiv, however, very different, 
both in sliajK? and material, from those at Port Famine, for the 
cx>untry being destitute of treifS, they were built of driftwcKxl, 
piled up in a couical form. 

Pai^sing round C ajx? Valcntyn, the Ho]>e hauled to the south- 
ward, keeping the land on iKxmh At night she ancbca-ed in 
Pliilip Gidley (fove, at the lx>ttom of Willes Bay, wlwre six* 
was>>wx‘ather-lx>und until the 29th January, The sliorcsuf 
Willes Bay are thickly clothed with woixJ, gtowiag to tlio 
water s e<foc, except at tlu? S. W. side. The great abundant c 
of muscles and limjKls attracts the Indians, whose wigwam^ 
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were fcwiiKl standings and from the green appearance of the 
branches with which they wejre formed, st‘enied to have lieen 
lately erected. After leaving Willes Bay, the Hope visited Fox 
Bay, and Sir Edward Owen's Sound, which, it was thought, 
would lead into Lomas Bay, opjxisite to Fort Famine ; but, 
after running ten miles up, they got into shoal water, and as 
tl)ere w'as no current, or stream of tide, they landed, and found 
that a mile and a half farther on, the sound was tonninated 
by low land. Another day, while proceeding along the south 
side of Brenton Sound, the smoke of Indians' fires was 
noticed near the l)each. As this was the first time the Natives 
f)f this part had been seen, the course was shaped towards 
tliem, until the Rope anchored. Three Indians then a\h- 
pj'oached, holding up the skins of some animal, and inviting 
t belli to land. The small boat was hoisted out, and Messrs* 
VVickham and Rowlett, with Robinson the pilot, went on 
-hon . l*he Fuegians presented a fox skin to each of the party, 
whv» i’l return gave them srjme triiles. After a short inter- 
vi<nv the Imt left them, and no further communication was 
lu'ld that night. The following morning a canoe* came olf to 
the vessel, containing three young men, tw'o women, and thre'C 
'•hildnn, the yov.ngest not more than four months old. They 
Kvcre wo sooner alongside than the men went on board, and 
. ominenced an active traffic with ail the valuables they pos- 
sesr<*d ; arid tor a few' buttons, a glass bottle, or an empty pro 
rved-rneat canister, many of their goods wore bartered. Tliey 
bail several fox-skins with them, but no other kind of t)eltry, 
tlieir clothing, obtaincxl from the seal or guanaco: and 
thoiigli many of them wore a penguin skin sihipended from 
i hcir girdle, some were without even that covering. This cawx^ 
•Aas followed by another, containing an old man, sixty or 
i nt y years of age, with a grey Ix'ard ; an elderly woman, 
and t wo childrerff Bcdbre they came alongside they put their 
on shore. 

A Ithough the visit from tfu?se Indians did not last very long, 
thcY had time enough to pilfer. One of the young men, wdio 
as a*cn going into a caiUH^, exciteil, by his manner, a suspi- 
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cioii of his having stolen something, and a tin pot was found 
concealed under his mantle. As there was every probaTbility of 
their soon separating, atid Mr. Graves feared that punishment 
would cause a rupture, he only turned him out of the vessel ; 
the n^t soon follo\ml hiin, and landed. Having made a fire, 
the men squatted louiul it ; wliile the women were despatched 
to collect shell-fish. 

As soon ns the Natives had finished their meal, they era- 
liarked, and proceeded eastward. Next day they again visited 
the Hope, l>iit in consequence*, jr^rhaps, of the occurrence the 
day before*, <!i<l not venture alongside, until invitecl by the 
words, ‘ho-siiy, lio-say/ which mean, ‘come, come.’ In a few 
ininules cmifidcnce was restored, and they began to barter. 
Tlie trade was ojx'ued by one of the women making a peace- 
offering of a shell necklace, in return for w'hich, red caps and 
medals were given to each of the women and children. Th<* 
Hope went thence to Soapsuds Cove, where the crew w^ashed 
thef'* clothes, and re])laced a broken spar. 

In a S.E. direction from this cove there appeared to lx* a 
considerable channel leading to the S.E., and to the south- 
ward wiis a dixq) sound, towards which they were procet^ding 
tlu* iHxt morning ; but having advanced al)out two miles, the 
laml of Ca{K* Exjiectation treiuled suddenly round to tlie 
ward, and a long naiTow cliannel presentr^d itself, wdiich seemed 
likely to communicate with the Strait, to the southward of Port 
San Antonio. They procmlecl through this channel, wliich 
takes a very straight course*, and gradually nanx>ws from Port 
Waterfall, where it is two miles and a half wide, to Passage 
Cove, where it is scarcely three quarters of a mile ; and then 
they anchored. ^ 

Betw een Port ^Vatcrfall and Passage Cove, a party of Na- 
tives was seen ; but, being probably the same who w^ero met 
at Indian Cove, no attention was paid to their hallooing^ atul 
fires of invitation.*^ The Hope ciimc into the Strait, east 
tViird of an opening thm cjilled Magdalen Sound ; her ptssage 

* Fim -made ta iUiract alteution, md invite strangers to lalrf, 



J'Vb. 1827. SAN GABRIEt. CHANNEI.. 47 

must therefore have been through Sarmiento’s ‘ Sau Gahriel’ 
Channel. 

At night, wlien between Cape Froward and Port San Anto- 
jiiii., a heavy squall from S.W. carried the little vessel rapidly 
(((‘wards Cape San Isidro, and, at daylight the next morning, 
slie was in the j^iosition ol>served by us, while ascending 
Mount Tarn. 



on AFTER IV. 


Deer — Hope anils a^rain — Eag-lc Fay — Gabriel Channel — •Willi’ 
wawfl ’ — Port WntrrfaU — Natives — Admiralty Sound Gabriel 
("huunel — Magdalen Channel — Hope returns to Port Famine — San 
Antonio — I^omas Pay — Loi^s of boat — Master and two seamen drowned. 


P’RtiM Afr. <Travt^''s report of the ap][>earaiic<* of the channel 
to tlic S. of Dawst)!! I.'^land, 1 decidetl to proceed there as 
siK>n as the ITo})e was ready, for she required some alteration, 
and repairs. 

A deer having been seen on Point St. Anna, Mr. Tanv 
hnuled, very early in the morning, eager for the prize, but 
couid only get an ineftectiuil shot. At another time a few 
were seen by our party, near the river; but instead of i*eturn- 
ing with the inforniatioii, they firetl tl.'eir guns, loa<lcd with 
small shot only, whicli served but to scmxs them away. As th<* 
animal was new to u.s, and we had evidence of its liciiig equally 
new to Science, I was anxious to procure a specimen, but 
never afterwards Inul an opjxjrtumly. Here Sarmiento saw iJit* 
only deer which he mentions in his journal. 

The iJiorning of tlie 16th seeming more favourable, I 
out in the IIoj.w. The heights were cx>vered wij;h snow whul* 
had fallen the prece*ding night, the thermometer had been ; ^ 
freezing and much ice had formed ; but the appearunci 

of the weather deceived us: w c had scarcely left the sliip, wlu li 
it l)egan to rain, and by the lime we reached Caj)e San l«du> 
the wind had freshened to a gale, which obliged me to anchor 
in Eagle Bay. 

Having landed, a lent was pitched, and a blazing 
to dry our clothes* In the evening the gale blew with 
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violence from S. W., and the Hope, at her cmchof , sheered about 
by the squalls, was occasionally laid over so as to dip her gun- 
wale under water. 

The following day (17th), although the rain had ceased, the 
wind was still strong. Towards evening it fell, and early on 
the 18th we left Eagle Bay with a fresh breeze from E.N.E,, 
and passed close to Port San Antonio ; but were then delayed 
hy (»alins and s{]uaUs. At noon a westerly wind sprung up, 
and we proceeded down the Gabriel Channel, with the wind aft, 
and the tide in our favour. Port Waterfall sheltered us for the 
night. 

The apparently artificial formation of this channel is verj' 
striking. It seems to have been formerly a valley l)etween two 
ridges of the range, in the direction of the strata (of which 
tlicrc are frequent instances, such as the valley in the Tx)mas 
Range, oppisite Cajie San Isidro, the valley of Valdez Bay, 
and one immediately to the north of the channel itself, besides 
many others), and that at some remote |>eri(Kl the sea had 
faced il.s w^ay througli, effecting a communication lietween the 
Stnait and the waters behind Dawson Island ; as if one of those? 
great ‘ northern waves,' of which we once heard so much, had 
rolled down the wide reach of the Strait (the parallelism of 
\ hose shores is also remarkable) from the north-west, towards 
» ape Froward ; and finding itself opposed by the Lomas 
ibinge, had forced a passage through the valley until stopped 
1>v the mountains at Fitton Bay. Having imagined such a 
wave in motion, the reader may fancy it uniting with another 
ooi tliern roller from Cape San Valentyn, attacl^ng the hills 
and carrying ail Wore it, until Mount Ho|)e, at the bottom 
of Admiralty Sound, arrested its course. I have already noticed 
the remarkably straight direction in which this curious channel 
trends. At both extremities the width may lie from two to 
thre»* miles ; but Vie shores gradually approaeli ejich other mid- 
way, and the coast on each side rtses isbrupiNiy to the height of 
f itecn hondreil feet. The south riiore, riieltered from the pre- 
vailing and strongest winds, is thickly covered with trees and 
luxuriant underwotxl, which, being chiefly evergreen, improve 
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tbeis<*eiiery greiitl\% particularly iti the winter lieascm c tlixMioith 
shore is also well w oo<led for about t wo^thirda ^ ; but the sum- 
mit is liarren and tlie outline very much serrated^ as is usual in 
slate formations. 

On the north shore we noticed some extraordinary effects of 
the whirlwinds which so frequently oeeur inTleriu del Fuego. 
Tlie crews of sealing vessels call them * williwaws,* or ‘ hur- 
ricane- squalls,** and they are most violent. The south-west gal^, 
whi<di blow upon the coast with extreme fury, are pent up and 
imj>eded in pa.ssing over tlie high lands ; when, increasing in 
power, they rusli violently i>vcr the edges of precipices, expand, 
it were, iuid descending perpendicularly^ destroy every 
thing moveable. The surfac^e of the water, when struck by 
thesH* gusts, is so agitated, as to be or>vered with foam, whicfi 
is taken u]> by them, and flies Ix'fore their fury until dispersed 
in vapour. Ships at anchor under high land are sometimes 
suddenly thrown over on iheir beam-ends, and the next moment 
rce</ >!' their equilibrium, as if nothing had occurred. Again 
a sf[uall strike.s them, j)erhaps on the other side, and over they 
heel before its rage : the cable betJomes strained, and cliec^ks 
the ship with a jerk, tlmt <uiuses her to start a-head through 
the w^ater, until again stopped by tite cable, or driven astern 
by anotl)er gust of wind. 

At all these anchorages, under Idgh land, there are some 
parts nion* exjxjsed than others ; and by watching for those 
pljices w'hich are least troubled by these squalls, a more seen re, 
or rather a more quiet, sjxjt may l>e selected. I do not consider 
ships so anchored to be in danger if their gnmnd tackle he 
good ; but every thing tha/t offWs a stiff rests taiure must suffer 
from the fury of thest? blasts. In many parts of this ooulitry 
trees are torn up by the roots, or rent asunder by thcvwiiid ; 
and in the Gabriel Channel the ‘ williwaws^ burning ovt r 
the mountainous ridge, which forms the south side of tlu 
channel, descend, and striking against the base of the €q>pOi^ite 
sliore, rush up the stet^p, and carry all before them* I^fcriow 
of nothing to which I cau Ijctter compare the bartd-^rsok 
Irft by one of these scpialls than to a bad broad road. Affcr 
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having made such an openhig^ the wind frequently sweeping 
tlirough prevents the growth of vegetation* Confused masses 
of oprrooted trees lie at the lower ends of these bared tmcks, 
and show plainly what power has l>een exerted. 

The southern shore the channel is fonned by the Imse of 
tliat range of hilis^ which extends, from the eastern side of the 
Magdalen Channel, towards the E.S.E* It is the highest part 
of Tierra del Fuego, and on it are several remarkable moun- 
tains, besides Sarmiento, towering over all 
Close to the east end of the Gabri^ Channel is Mount Buck- 
land, a tall obelisk-like hill, terminating in a sharp needle- 
jioint, and lifting its head above a chaotic mass of *■ reliquiu? 
diluviaiKJe,** covered with perpetual snow, by the melting of 
wliioh au enormous glacier on the leeward, or north-eastern 
side, has l)een gradually formed. This icy domain is twelve or 
fourteen miles long, and extends fn:>in near the end of the chan- 
)K‘l to Port Waterfall, feeding, in the intermediate space, many 
magiuficent cascades, which, for nurnWr andheight, are not 
pcrIiaj>B to I)e exceeded in an equal space of any part of the 
world. Within an extent of nine or ten miles, there are upwards 
of a hundred and fifty waterfalls, dashing into the channel from 
:i lieight of fifteen hundred, or two thousand feet. The course* 
many is concealed, at first, by intervening trees, and, when 
JKilf way down the desi'i^it, they burst upon tbe view, leaping, 
.IS ir were, out of the wood. Some unite as they fall, and togc- 
ilKr are pmipitnted into the sea, in a cloud of foam; so 
^ indeed, arc the fonns of these cascade.^, and so great 
tlu ir contrast with the dark foliage of the trees, which thickly 
rover the sides of the mountain, that it is impossible adei|uately 
to descrite the scene. I have met with nothing exceeding the 
picturesque grandeur of this part of the Strait. 

There are several coves on the south shore, but opposite to 
them there is nef shelter until you reach a deep bay in whidi 
arc* several islets ; and where, I think, thereia a communication 
witli Breuton Sound, but we did not enter it. 

Port Waterfall may eanily be known by a large fiat-topped 
hare rock, lying oimss the summit of the eastern liead, and 
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by a jTiagnificent cascade formed by the onion of two tor- 
rents. 

AH the plants of the Strait grow here : a sweet-jjcented^I^al- 
Hxene(r. marginata^ I.ani^.) filled the air with its odour ; and 
a beautiful flower we had not previously seen, was found by 
Mr. Graves : it was {)cncUil<)iis, tubular, about two inches long 
(Class. Hexand. Monog. Cal. 2. Pet. 3. pointed), and of a rich 
carnation colour. 

The trees are small .and stunted ; they are of the usual 
species, Ikcch and Winters-bark, Hei-e we first noticed a large 
fern,* haring a .stem two or three feet long, and five or six 
inches in diameter, very similar to the Zamia of New Hol- 
land, ^V"e saw verv few birds, and no quadrupeds. Among 
the former was a king-fisher, which at the time was new to us ; 
luit it is distributed over a large tract of South America, and 
I have since seen a sj)cdmon fuiid to have been shot at Hio de 
Janeiro. 

F j ton Harbour is a deep inlet, surrounded on all sides by 
precipitous land, rising to the height of tlm*e, or four thousand 
fc?et, and tcTrninatal by peaks, of most fantastic shape, covered 
witli ice and snow. 

Between Fittori Harlxmr and Cape Rowdett are high moun- 
tains, two of which, more conspicuous than the rest, we callc<i 

Mount Sherrard,** and ‘Curious P^k.’ 

Card Point proval to be clay-slate, and I think the pro- 
jection of Cajx* Rowlett, and the mountains, are also of this 
rock. 

While cros.‘«ing <»Yer towards Cape Rowdett, (the south head 
of a deep sound, trending to the S.I?., which it was my intention 
to examine), we w'ere met by three c^nm'S, containing, together, 
about twenty -four j)a>}>le, and ten or twelve dogs. Mn Wick- 
*hani recognised them to be the same j^arty who had virited the 
Hope on her la.st cniixc ; the tbief^ however, was not limongst 
them, fearing probably he might be known. 

These natives conducted themselves very quietly^ imdr^xcopt 
one of the womers wlio wished to keep a tin-jKit in wtdch aonjc 
* This we al the island of Jiiafi Femimde* f Iso. 





W'.- 

of the pertji vho seethed ihtw idwH, spit in 

mf isc^ ; i^ht rhs it'#^ not apfisr^ntly dotie angrily, and he 
w(ri rcirtYiyed hurnantpanions, hk unratifteous conduct nras 
forgiven. ■ ; '■^\'V; 

If possessed of aiiy furs, they had left thein, pcfrhaps con- 
ct-aJed, near their wigwams : only a few arrows, a necklace of 
hbells, and a fillet for the head, made of ostrich feathers, were 
obtained by barter. Their canoes were paddled by the women, 
occasionally help^ by the men. One or two (rf the former were 
young,, and well>featupd, but the rest were hideous; and all 
were filthy and most disagreeable, from the quantity of seal- 
oil and blubber, with which they had covered their bodies. 
After we bad obtained, by barter, all the articles they had to 
dispose of, I presented then; with red caps and medals, of 
which they were very proud ; the latter they requested might 
have a hole drilled through them, that they might be suspended 
by a string round their necks. Their astonishment was much 
excited, and they were pleased by hearing a watch tiejk ; but 
I believe I hati very nearly, though unintentionally, given great 
oflence, by cutting off a lock of hair, from the head of one of 
iin! men. Assuming a grave look, be very carefully wrapped 
die. hair up, and Hauded it to a woman in the canoe, who, as 
carefully, stowed it away in a Ixisket, in which she kept her 
iieads and paint ; the man then turned round, requesting me, 
very st^riously, put away the scissors, and niy compliance 
restored him'fo ^pmd-humour. 

The features of these people Iwe a great resemblance u> 
tluKse .of the Pamgoman Indians, but in person thej' were 
considerably shorter and smaller. The elderly people of both 
sexes had: hidebni^ttren ; the children, however, and young 
Hien, were wdbfi^^cdV phrticidfflfly one Of the boys, whom they 
willed ‘ wldch, I besfe^, meimt t^otith ^ojr a young 

wai rior, Th«i ^ShSrrdo' wits to dk^te a cwioe, or 
vessel.' ' * ■ ; ' 

They Were iU'oloth^f with n^ of giianaoo, or 

'*tter skins, btlt ned SO neatly as those of the Patagonians. 
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Their bodies were smeared over with a mixtUK^ of earth, char- 
coal, or red-oci’e, and seal-oil ; which, combined with the filth 
of their persons, produced a most offensive smell. Borne were 
partially painted wjth a white argillaceous earth ; others were 
blackened with charcoal ; one of the men was daiil>ed all over 
with a white pigment. Their hair was bound by a fillet of 
plaited twine, made perhaps with strips of bark, and a few of 
tJiem had it turned up ; but to none did it appear to lie an 
object of attention, except one of the young women, who 
ixjpeatedly combcxl and arranged her"s with tlie well-toothed 
jaw of a {wrpoii^e. 

During a remarkably calm night, we were frapiently startled 
by the loud blowing of whales, between us and the shore. We 
had noticed .se\ era! of those monsters on the previous day, but 
had never heanl them blow in so still a place, 

At dawn, a light air carrhid us towards some broken land 
to S.E. of Caj)e Rowlett, between the civstern trend of 
which, and the projecting point of an island, we found a secure 
and land-locked harbour, with Iw'o entrfinces, one to the north 
and tlie other to the south of High Islet. The south side of 
the port, which I called Port Cooke, ♦ is a narrow strip of 
laud, fornnng the head of a deep inlet or sound, calledf Bnwik 
Harbour. It seemed to extend to the l>ase of the high moun- 
tainous range, and to l>e sejijirated only by a narrow isthmus 
from Fitton Harbour. 

We had scarcely l^een at anchor half an hour when the same 
j>arty of Fucgiaris w as sc'en arriving. The men hastened to us in 
their canoes, as swm as the women harl landed, to cover or thatch 
the wigwams, which they found standing, and to light fires. 

We afterwards went ashore, and, sitting down near them, 
commenced a brisk tragic for arrows, skins, necklacei^ and 
other commodities. The furs which covered their backs they 
|)arted with, tor a few kwls, and went quite naked tlie whole 
evening. 

Among them was a young man, wlto apjx^ared to be treated 

• vfr«r lieuteaani of the Adveature. 

t At Mr. Tia;i)*i re^uean. 
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with »o!)ie deference by the odiers ; he was one of the best-loo^ 
ing of the party ; and there was a good-natured smile On his 
countenance during our communication^ while the r^t ftre^ 
4|iiently manifested displeasure, even about trifles. He was, at 
least, the master of one of the two families ; his wigwam con- 
rained his wife, and two children, his, or his wife’s father, ami 
mother, as well as the idiot, and his wife, who, from her ap- 
jK*arance, must have been a Patagornan, or else a woman of 
niiusual size among these |)eople. The old woman was very 
inquisitive, and the man, in a long sjiecch, described to i)er ail 
the wonders t had shown him, applying to rae, from time to 
time, to point out to her the articles he was trying to descril>e. 

Their dexterity with the sling is oxtrju)rdinary ; and, I 
should think,, when usal as a wea{>on of offena', it must l)e 
ve ry Ibrinidable. U{x)n asking the same man to show us its 
nse, he picked up a jx'hble, alx)ut the size of a pigeon’s egg, 
and placed it in the sling ; then intimating that he was going 
to strike a canoe, he turned his back to the mark, and threw 
(lie stone in an opposite diretrtion, against the trunk of a 
tree, whence it rebounded over his head, and Ml close to the 
i*anoe, 

I have sot'n them strike a cap, placed upon the stump of a 
iret\ fifty or sixty yards off, with a stone from a sling. In 
fixing the Iwwand arrow, also, with which they kill birds, they 
AW very dexterous. The sptar is principally for striking por- 
poises and seals, but is also used in war ; and from the nature 
of the barb, must be an effickmt wc^apon. Fw close quarters, 
they clubs, stones held in the hand, and short wooden 
daggers, {ximted with very riiarp-edged quartz, pitch-stone, or 
Mint, 

The next tnamifig, seeing us imderweigh, they Ciinuj along- 
f^idt and tried to induce us to anchor again. The young rnaiu 
of whom I hav^ spoken, was very importunate, and at last 
offered us his wife, as a bribe, who used all her fancied allure- 
ments to second his proposal. 

So highly did they esteem beads and buttons, that a few of 
each would have purchased the can<a% the wife, and children. 
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their dogs, end all the furniture. Seeing Us piweed to the 
southwanV with the apparent intention of sailing doM^h the 
inlets they motioned to us to go to the north, repeatedly calling 
out ‘ Sherroo, sherroo,’ and pointing to the northward ; wdiich 
we thought intimated that there was no passage in the direetkm 
we were taking. 

At noon, I landed to observe the latitude, and take lieairings 
down the Sound to the S.E., at the bottom of which was a 
hill, standing by itself, as it wx^re, in mid-channel The view 
certainly excital hopes of its being a channel ; and as we had 
Ix^gun to calculate upon reaching Nassau Bay in a few day«, 
named this hill, Mount Hope. 

The point on wliich we landed was at the fixit of a high 
snow-capped hill, called by us Mount Seymour; whence, had 
not the Indians been near, I should have taken bearings. 

We snik-d south-eastw'ard, close to the south shore, until the 
evening; when from the summit of some hills, about three 
huiuued feet above the sea, we had a view down the Sound, 
which almost convince us it would prove to be a channel. 
The rock at this place differed from any we had seen in tlv‘ 
Strait. The mountains are high, and evidently of clay-slate ; 
but the [joint, near which we anchored, is a mass of hard, and 
very ejuartzose sand-stone, much resembling the old red sand- 
stone formation of Euro|)e, and precisely like the i*ock of Goul- 
burn Island, oji the north coast of New Holland.^ 

The following morning ( 23 d), we proceeded towards Mount 
Hop, while running down to which some scpialls passed over, 
clouding the soutli shore, and as we passed Parry Harliour it 
Ixjre so much the aj)j)earance of a channel, that we stexxt iHito 
it ; but the clouds clearing away soon exjiosed the botloni to 
our view, where there swnned to lie two arms or inlets* In the 
sputh-eastern arm, the shores were covered with thick ice (like tlr* 
Ixjttom of Ainsworth Harliour, to the west of Parry Harbotn, 
where an immense gladder slopes down to the water's edge). The 
south-west arm appeared to be well shelteretl, and if i| afibnh 
a moderate dejjth of water, would be an excellent harbour. 

King's * Au&trftlUi/ vol 1 . 1 >. 7*1; vol.jU pp. 573, 5H0, tiwl 61'^ 
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After satisfyi^ig ourselves Umt thi^re was oo channel here^ we 
bore up. on our original course ; but, Ixifore long, found our- 
selves within two niiles of the bottom of the Sound ; which is 
shallow, and appears to receive two rivers. The great ipiantity 
of ic4? water, which mingles here with the sea, changed its 
colour to so pale a blue, that we thought ourselves in fresli 
water. 

Mount Hope proved to be an isolated mass of hills, lying 
like the rest N,W. and S.E., having low laud to the southward, 
over which nothing was visible except or^e hill, thirty or forty 
miles distant, covered with snow, to which the rays of the sun 
gave the appearance of a sheet of gold. Finding ourstdves 
ernbaytxl, we hastened out of the scrape, and, after l)eating for 
some hours, anchored in Parry Harlxjur. 

Our entnuice into a little cove in Parry Harbour disturbed 
a (j\iantity of ducks, steamers, shags, and geese. Their numbers 
showed that Indians had not lately visited it. 

Next day we reached Ainsworth Harbour, which is of the 
same character as Parry Harbour, and fdlbrds perfect .security 
jV*r small vessels: by dint of sweeping, we reached a secure 
anchorage in a cove at the south-east corner. 

The bottom of* the port is formed, as 1 l)eforc said, by an 
immense glacier, ironi which, during the night, large masses 
broke oft’ and fell into the sea with a loud crash,* thus explain- 
ing the nocturnal noises we had often heard at Port Famine, 
and which at the time were thought to arise from the eru[)tion 
of volcanoes. Such were also, probably, the .sounds heartl by 
the Spanish uflicers during their exploration of the Striiits, 
whilst in the port of Santa Moniiia, where they had taken 
refuge from a violent gale of wind.f 

* At high tide the sea-water undermines, by thawing, large masses of 
ico, which, when^tho tide falls, want support, and, consequcnlK , tweak 
«>ft, bringing after thorn huge fragments of the glacier, atid falling into 
tlio .still basin with a noi^e like thunder* 

t “ £ti los dias 24, y 23, oimos un niido sordo, y do corta duracion, 
fMu* cl pronto, noa parecid trueno; pero hahiendo riMlex louado, nos 
inclinaiuos a creer «pie fue efeclu de alguna oxplosi(»n subtorianott> 

formado 
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harlx>ur was fulJ of fragmtiits of iw, tiie succmliiig 
morning, drifting into the Sound, where the sea-water, being 
at a higher temperatnro than the air, rapidly melted them* 

Since our departure from Port Waterfall^ the weather had 
been mild, clear, and settled ; but as it vranted only three days 
of the change of the moon, at wiiich period, as well as at the 
full, it alwviys blow a gale, I wished to reach a place of security 
in the Gabriel Channel or Magdalen Sound, 

Near the islands of Ainsworth Harbour, tliree canties passed 
us, steering across tJie Sound, each with a seal-skin feed up in 
the bow for a sail ; and we recognised in them the party left at 
Port Cooke, among w lnim w as the Indian who had been detcitted 
in stealing a tin |)ot. 1‘hey did not come along^side ; but £is we 
went by, pointed to the north, apparently urging us to go in 
that direction. 

We had noticed several wigwams at Parry and Ainsworth 
Harbours, whicfi shows tliat they arc inucli frequentetl l)y 
liidiiu , perhaps on tlieir way (o the open low co\m try east 
of Mount Hojm*, where numerous herds of gufUiactH?s may be 
found. 

Porpoises and seal were not scarce in this inlet, and in the 
entrance there were many wlialcs. The presence of seal and 
whales made me think it pnjbuble there was a channel ; but I 
believe every person with me was satisfied of its Ijeiiig a sound, 
tx'miinaring umU r Muimt liojx}. Since my later experience of 
tlic dec(‘pt.ive c haracter of Mime passages in I'ierra del Phiego 
.(the Harhara (-hannel, for example), I have fdt less «!ertain 
that there may not be a co ninuuication with the low land, 
heliind Mt)unt no|H\, round its northern bast\ The irnprolia- 
bility was, bow c^ cr, so gi*eat, — from the bottom of the sound 

forniado ♦>n cl srno tic al^iir i Jas montaua» inmediatsm, on q.ur 
parece haber al^unos inincralci, y aun volcaoej?, »juo e«t4n del todb 
eaj?i apagadus, in'iv ibndo»iO->» a hact-r este juioio, cl haberae encontriide, 
en la t*imu do un» de* j orcH^n de materia do tionrk y 

metal, <pio on hu pesn, ruitn\ y deiuan carac*t?*res, tenia iinproao el 
del on halna nrinado a^pfcl pnew era ii ria 

imagen do hts e&e< t dei hienvi ♦juo :>c vert cn miepirm fcfrrijte*— * 

^4pend{vc *ff V Cord^v^^ ai p. fi5. 
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being shoal, ~fi*om the very slight tide-stream, — and from the 
information of the Natives ; who evidently iutended to tell us 
wc could not get out to sea,— that we did not consider it worth 
while to make another examination. 

I have before obsei^ved that the strata of the slate rocks, in 
tlic Strait, dip to the S.E. ; and I found that they dip similarly 
all the way to the bottom of this inlet, which I named Admiralty 
Soinul. 

The north side, like that of the Gabriel Channel, is steej;, 
witliout indentations, excepting where there is a break in the 
hills; but on the south shore there are many coves, and bights, 
the Ciuist' of which is shown in the accompanying imaginary 
j ;j.tion of the Gabriel Channel. The same cause oj)erates on 
outline of the north shore of the reach of Cape Froward, 
Y>( otward as far as Cape Ibdland, where the rock assumes a 
^till more primitive form. Its general character, however, is 
stiiciiceous slate, willi broa<l veins of quartz ; the latter being 
particularly conspicuous at Port Gallant. 

'rhe following slight sketch, inteiukxl to represent an ima- 
i^iary section of such an opening as the Gabriel Channel, 
t,\nv also sc;rve to give a gcuieral idea of many Fuegian ancho- 
— of deep w^Uer passages existing between the almost 
i Hiim crablc islands of Tierru del Fuego; — iind of tin? eirects 
i)( lliose sudden, and violent gusts of wind, — so frequent and 
liciiigerous, — commonly calhxl hurricane-squalls, ♦ or willi w aw\s. 

• No cam as could >vithj#Uind some of thoc which can ) si>ray, 

h a\os, uthI dirt before them, iti a dense cloud, rcachiiii' from the water in 
f li hcip;ht of a ship's low'cr yards, or even lower mast-hen(h. Happily their 
iluration ih so short, I lint the cable of a vessel, at anchor, is i^carcoly 
>!rainod to the utmost, b<?fore the furiotiai blast is over. Personal who have 
i)iv?n some time in Tierra del Fue^jo, but fortunate cnou^^h not to Imva 
experienced the extrfMjQC violeacc of such stpiaKs, may inclino to tliiuk 
thoir force e.va^gVr^ttd in this description: but itou*j;htto be considered, 
tiiHt their utmost fury is only felt during unusiudly hoary gales, and in 
particular (situations ; m> that a ship might pasa through the iStrait of 
many times, without encountering one such blast as lias 
f'ccftiUHudly Wen witnessed there.— K.F. 
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The rock, of coiirst*, decomposes equally on both sides ; but 
on tliat exposed to the south wind, it breaks off in flakes 
parallel to the direction of the strata, and therefore does not 
make the course of the beach more irregular; while on the other 
side it moulders away transversely to the direction of the dip, 
leavi ng holes, in which water hnlges, and hastens deconqwsition 
by entering deeply into the interstices. Water, air, and frost 
decompose the ruck, and form a soil, which, if not t<x> nim h 
cxpjseil to the wind, is soon occupied by vegetation. 

The ruggtHl faces of the cliffs, on the southern shore, caused 
by the rock decomposing across tire grain, collect sand and 
mud ; and hence it happms that anchorag^^s are fi'cquently 
found on one side, wliilst, on the other, the anchor will not 
hold, frrmi the steepness of the ground ; tiierc being nothing 
upnj the smot»th declivity to retain mud »and sarnl before it 
gets to the l)ottom ; which, in most cases known to me, lies far 
Ix^yond the nvich of the anchor. 

After a tedious arid^ difficult pLssage through the Oabriol 
Channel, we anchored in a snug harlx)ur within the entnince 
iif Magdalen Channel, on the west side, under a jx'aked hill 
called by Sarrniento * El \^ernal,' — ^in our plan, the * Sugar- 
loaf.’ The entrance is about a quarter of a mile wide ; but 
after a few hundred yards the harl)our opms, extending in for 
nearly a mile. It is of ea^y depth; seven fathoms in the 
entrance, and lour, five, arni sj\ fathoms within ; so that it 
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very convenient for a siriall vessel : to us, indeed, it was a most 
wolconie discovery. The land rises, around this cove, to the 
lic?ip:ht of two or three thousand feet. It is covered with Beech, 
and WinterVteirk, and near the water is adorned »with large 
groves of Fuchsia, Berberis, and the common shrubs of Port 
Famine, growing so thickly as to form an almost impenetrable 
jungle; but, notwithstanding tlu' picturesque character of its 
scenery, the towering height of the hills, which exclude the 
sinrs rays for the whole day, during the greater p)rtion of the 
\7'ar, renders it a gloomy and melancholy spot,* 

We found a family of Fuegians in tlie inner harbour. 
Three caaoe^i were hauled up on the l)each, but their owners 
wore not at first visible. At last, after our repeatedly calling 
owl ‘ llo-say, ho-say,^ they appejired, and, rather reluctantly, 
iiivited us, by signs, to land. There seemed to be fourteeii 
(H’ fifteen people, and seven or eight tlogs. Mr. Wickham ^nd 
Mr. Turn went on shore to these natives, who exhibited some 
timidity, until a hideous old woman licgau to chatter, and soon 
niiide them understand that the young men (La-u-pas) were 
absent on a hunting excursion, but were every moment ex- 
pcrtcil to return. There were only thrt'e nien with the women 
and c:hildren. To iirspire tliein with eoiilidenc^ iq our gtxxl 
Intentions, Mr, Wickham gave each man a ral cap, and stnne 
. ther trifles. One of them complained of being sick, but I 
rather imagine his illness was feigned, ami the others did not 
id all seem to like dur visit. By degrees their fears sulf- 
ided, and, restraint being laid aside, an active tnwle l>egan ; 
in which several otter skins, shell-necklaces, spears, and other 
trilles, were obtained from them in exchange for teids, buttons, 
medals, &c. TIk? otters are caught by tin? help of dogs, on 
which account, principally, the latter are so valuable. 

I’hese people were slightly clothtxi with skins of the seal 
iinfl otU?r, but sonic hod pieces of guanaw mantles over tlicir 
shoulders, whence we supposed that they y ere either of the 
same tribe, or at peace, with the Indians of Admiralty Sound : 

* « |,Qpe cavata 

A rbonhus datismn circuni at^ue horrentihu^ umbris.’* 
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indeec], they trade with the Patag^rinmii Indiana ; but 
sut^h is the ]^K>verty of the Fuegmns, they can acaredy possess 
any thing of vdue sufficient to exchange with the goods of thdr 
northern neighl)oars, unless it be iron pyrites^ which I think 
is not found in the ojnn country inhabited by the Patagonian 
Indians, and, from the facility with which it yields s]>arks of 
fire, tuust be an object of iui|xirtanct\ 

We were not a little amused by the surprise which tliese 
natives showed at the things in our possession, and by the 
effect pnxlmxxl in their countenances when they saw any thing 
extraordinary : the expression was not that of joy or surprfet*, 
but a vsort of vacant, stupified, stare at each other. They must 
have been very suspicious of our intentions, or very much 
exciteef by what they liad seen during the day, os throughout 
the night an incessant chattering of voices was heard on 8bori% 
interrupted only by the barking of their dogs. 

liooking down the Magdalen Inlet, we saw two openings, 
wliu while the hills were envelojxxl in mist, had tlie ap- 
pearance of being trhannels. W e proceeded for some distanc 
into the more westerly of the two, but found that it was merely 
a sound, terminated by high land. The boat was then steennl 
under a steep ir»a.ss of black mountainous land,^ the sununit 
of which is divided into three |>ejik8, which Sarmiento called 
* Kl Pan de Azuciir de los Boeju crones’ (the Sugar-loaf of the 
()|K^nings). We ran south w'ard, fUWn miles down this souml, 
and rtiacbed the Labyrinth Islands; but finding there no suitaMc 
anchorage, resumed our course towards the Ixitlom of what wc 
thought another sound, tenwinated by mountains* At ntjon, 
the furthest |Knnt, on tlie west shore, which we called t^ap* 
'I'urn, was within three miles of us, and we should soon havt 
discovered the continuation of the channel (as it has since been 
proved) ; but a breeze set in from the S. W., and in a short tiuu 
it blew so strong as to oblige u» to turn back. ‘ Williiraws’ 
and baffling ediiy winds ke[)t us seven hours undet* iijfoiint 
BcKjueron. These squalls were at first alarming^ but by tokhig 
in all sail, before they j^assed, we sustained no injuiy* A| 

* Mount H4H|<teroFi. 
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sel « abrefligt i of Hope Hiurbcmr^ in which w pur- 

|Kjsed tskiiig Our late neighbours, the 

Indiants had lighted a fire at the entrance to invite our mum ; 
but wind and tide were agaimt its, and as we knew of no port 
to IcewaM, our only lesouree was to run out of the sound. 
Furious squalls carried ua into the true, or steady, wind, 
which we found very strong ; and as Port San Antonio was 
on the lee-bow, we had to carry such a press of sail, that our 
excellent boat had nearly half the lee side of her deck under 
wafer. By daylight we got into smooth water, and, with less 
wind and lietter weather, siteered for Port Famine. The 
smoother water enabled us tt> light a fire and cook a meal, not 
ail unimportant affair, as we had eaten nothing since six oVlock 
on the preceding mornings 

In our aksence Mr. Graves had surveyed Lomas Bay, and, 
alter his return, Mr. Ainsworth had crossed the Strait with the 
gig and cutter to survey Port San Antonio. They were victualled 
for five days ; the gig was manned by my own IjoatV crew, aiul 
the cutter by volunteers : but altliough they had not come back, 
we felt no anxiety aln^ut their safety, being assuretl th*at Mr. 
Ainsworth would not run the risk of crossing the Strait during 
i)ad weather. The tempestuous state of the two following days, 
however, made us uneasy, and on the third morning, when the 
^vind moderated muclu we looked t>ut anxiously for their 
arrival. In tlie evening the cutter returned; but, alas! with 
die melancholy information of the loss of Mr. Ainswortli, and 
two seamen, diowiHxl by tin? upsetting of the gig. One of the 
latter wa.s my excellent coxswain, John Corkhill. Tlie remain- 
<lor of the gig's ct!ew were only rescued from drowning by tlie 
strenuouR exertiona i>f those in the cutter. 

Mr. Ainsworth, Imxious to return to the ship, thought too 
little of the difficulty and danger of crossing the Strait during 
unsettled weatlior« He set out from Port San Antonio under 
and, while sheltered by the land, did, very well ; but as 
«H>ii as they got into the offing, lK>th wind and sea incn?ased 
^ much that the gig waa in great danger, altluwigh under only 
^ ^mall elose-reefed sail 
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The people in the cutter were anxiously watching her laboliiv 
ing tnovenients, when she disappeared ! They hastened to the 
spot--^saved three men ; but the other two had gone down. 
Poor Ainsworth was still clinging to the gig^s gunwale when 
his shipmates eagerly approached ; but letting go his hold from 
extreme exhaustion, and being heavily clothed, he sunk from 
their sight to rise no more. 

He had been cheering the drowning crew, and trying to save 
his companions, till the moment his grasp relaxed. Just Wore 
Ainsworth liimself let go, Mr. Hinlgskin lost his hold, ex- 
claiming, i^kJrtsworth, sfive me f’’ when, exhausted as he was, 
with one haiul he rescued his fnend, and, directly afterwards, 
his strength hiding, sunk. 

This addition of three jieople to^the already loaded cutter, 
made her cargo more than was safe, therefore Mr. Williams, 
who commanded her, very prudently bore up for the first con- 
venient landing-place, ainl happily succeeded in reaching the 
onv - part of the beac h, between Lomas Bay and Cajie Valent vn, 
where a boat could land. 

The following morning, the Weather being more favourable, 
they crossed under sail to Freshwater Bay, and thence pulled 
to Port Famine. 

This iiiclancholy disaster was much felt by every one. Ains- 
worth %vas a desjcrving officer, and highly esteenuY], Corkhili 
was captain of the forecastle, and hud served in the Polar 
voyages under Sir Edw^ard Parry. On the Sunday foUowittg, 
the colours were hoisted half-mast high, and the funeral sen ice 
was read after moriiing prayers : for although to recover the 
IxKiies was iinj>os.sible, their watery grave was licfore oujf eYe.>; 
and the fierfonnance of this hist sad duty was a iiK*hMich<>ly 
satisfaction. 

Onrs titf the trar«, (ho’few, sincerely «liecl, 

Vt'lien octan shrouds and sepulchres our deed/* 

A tablet was subscijucnily crixted, on Paint St. 
rec!ord tliis fatal accident. 



CHAPTER V. 


Lioutonant Sholl arrives — Beadle returns — Loss of the Saxe Cobourg 
sealer — Captain Stoke^i goea to Fury Hjarbour to save her crew-— 
Beagle’s proceedings — Bougainville’s meinorial—Cordova’s memorial 
— Beagle’s danger — Difficulties— Captain Stokes’s boat-cruize — Pas- 
sages — Natives — Dangerous st^vice — Western entrance of the Strait 
of Magalhaens — Hope's cruize— Prepare to return to Monte Video. 

Tir K Beagle\s time of altseiice had expired on the 1st of April, 
iind oiir itnxiety, more excited by our reamt loss, was becoming 
pnintul. I detained the Hope from going ujx>n a service for 
\shich she was prepartxl, in cast' she might be requimi to 
;,c nrcli for our consort : but on the Gth a strange whaledx^at 
was descried pulling towards us front the soutliward, in wltich 
W(‘ s(K)n distinguislicil Lieut. Sholl. His appeanince, under 
:ucU circumstances, of course raised fears for the Beagle^a 
safety ; but, on apytroachiug, his gratifying shout, well 

at remtived anxiety. 

Hr. Sholl informed me, that the Beagle had piekal up a 
heal, belonging to the schmmer ‘ Prince of Saxe (,’olKmrg/ 
w rocked in Fury Harlxiur, at the south entrance of the Bar- 
( hamtel ; and that she hiul put into Port Gallatit, whence 
Stokes had gone with thelx^ats to UvSsi.st the Sealers, 
leaving liieut. Skyring on l>oard. 

'fhe safety of the Beagle Ixaiig established, I despatched 
Mr. Graves, in the Hoy>e, to examine some i>{x*nings hetween 
(be Magdalen Channel and the Dos Hermanos of Bougainville. 

Several days earlier than I expected, the Beagle made her 
ap])iarance, and Captain Stokex soon gave me the agreeable 
intelligence of having succ^ceded in saving the Prince of Saxo 
Cob)urg‘'8 crew. Favoured by the weather, though delayed by 
Ids guide having forgotten the way. Captain Stokes rcachetl 
fury Harbour in two days^ ^id euibarke<l the master and 
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crew of the wrecked vessel, with all their personal property, 
and the greater part of the seal-skins which they had cured. 
He reached Port Gallant again on the fourth day ; sailed 
immediately in the Beagle, and two days afterwards anchored 
in Port Famine. 

The Prince of Saxe Cobourg, belonging to Mr. Weddel 
(whose voyage towards the South Pole is so well knojyn), and 
commanded In Mr. ilattbevv Brisbane, who accompanied 
Weddel on that occasion, sailed from England in tlie summer 
of 1826, on a scaling voyage. At South Shetland she encoun- 
tered a continuance of bad weather, was bet^t by a large boily. 
of ice for several days, and received so inucli damage as to 
oblige her to run for the Fuegian coast, and anchor in Fury 
Harbour, at the entrance of the Barbara Channel. There 
(December Kith, 1826) she was driven on shore by the furious 
strength of the williwaws, and wrecked. The crew were, 
however, enabled to save most of the provisions and stores, as 
well as their thriH^ boats. Having made tents, and estabUsheil 
themselves on shore, they remained in anxious rxjx'ctation of 
the arrival of some vessel w’bich might relieve tliem ; day afte r 
day however passed, without succour. 

Two boats were despatched to Iwk for any sealing vessel 
lliat might be in the vicinity, but after fifteen days'* absence 
they returned unsuccessful. In tliis interval one of the crew, 
who had lojig hevn sickly, died ; and another, in cartdes>sly 
discharging a musket, exphnlcd twenty jx)unds of gUiifK)wder, 
by which he was very much burned. Three of the people being 
mutinous, were punished by being sent, each to a difterent 
island, with only a week\s prov2.siuns. 

Sixin afterwards anotiier bait was sent away, which reaciied 
HopoHarl>our, but found no vessel tliere. Seven of the people 
then obtained permission from the master (who kept up a very 
proper state of discipline), to take the largest whalivb^m^ and 
go towards the River Negro, Previous to their departure 
they drew up articles of agreement for their general cei|ducl, 
a breach of which wa.s to be punislied by the ^ndci 
being left ujxin die coast, wherever they mi^t 
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l>e. The boat eventually arrived eiafely at the place of her 
destination, and the crew entered as volunteers on lioard of 
the Buenos Ayrean squadron<» at that time engaged in tiie 
>var with^BraziJ. 

Again a boat was despatched, directed to go westward 
through the Strait in search of vessels. She had only reached 
as far as Playa Parda, when the Beagle fell in with her 
(March 3d, 1827). While passing through the small ehanrieLs> 
])efijre entering the Strait, she met several canoes, with Indians, 
who endeavoured to stop her, and shot arrows at the crew^ ; 
but, happily, without doing any mischief. 

After the last boat’s departure, Mr. Brisbane began to build 
a small vessel, and, while so enn>loyed, was visited by a party 
(if natives, who conduett'd themselves very ])caceably, and went 
iway. Their visit, however, gave the shipwrecked people, 
now much reduced in number,^ reason to apprehend the 
return of a larger body, wlu) might try to possc‘ss themselves 
ol tlie property which was lying about on tiie shore ; they 
therefore buried a great deal, and ^ook nutans to preserve 
tia* rest by making preparations t(* rejx'l attack. When 
('iiptMin Stokes appearc*d with his two l>oats, tlie Sealers flew 
jo their arms, calling out ‘‘ the Indians, the Indians !” but 
in a very few minutes excess of joy succeeded to their sudden 
alarm. 

CaptainBtokes found the vessel lying on the rocks, bilge<l,and 
a » utter wreck. The* ina-ster and crew wvre extremely anxious 
to get away, he therefore einlmrketl them, with as much of 
the [)ro|H?rty as could be canoed, and succoedeil (after arK>ther 
r.ight in the boats, and a long pull of eighty miles,) in conveying 
them siifely to the Beagle. 

The following is an abstract of Captain Stokes’s journal of 
his cruise to thp western entrance of the Strait. 

The Beagle sailed from Port Famine on the ISthof January, 
to explore the Strait westward of Cape Froward, and to fix 
particularly the ^xisitions of Ca|>e Pillar, the iXK’k tvolled West* 

Includiati; the tnnater, there vrm* on hotiid, when caRt awa\, Iw^euty- 
persons. 
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entrance of the Strait. 

For the first night Captain Stokes anchored in San Nicolas 
Baj, and in the evening examincfd a harbour* behind Nassau 
Island, which Bougainville, in the year 1765, visited for the 
purpose of procuring* wxxxl for the Pn?nch settlement at the 
Falkland Islands. 

On the second night, after a day nearly calm, the Beagle 
was aischiwd in a co^'e to the eastwaid of Cape Froward, and 
the next day (17th) passed round the Cape, carrying a heavy 
press of sail against a dead foul wind. Captain Stokes's account 
of this day's heat to windward will give the reader an idea of 
the sort of navigation. 

Our little hay had screened us so completely from the 
wind, tliat though, when (at five a.m.) we weighed, the breeze 
was so light as scarcely to enable us, with all sail set, to clear 
its entrance; no sooner were we outside, than we were obliged 
to tre]?le ivef the toj>sails, * We ccaitinueil to beat to wind- 
ward under a heavy press of sail ; our objc'ct being U) douhK* 
Cape Frow ard, and ?>ecure, if possible, an anchorage ere niglu- 
fall umlf r t.’ape Holland, six hagucs further to the westward. 
At first wo made ‘ hoards' right across tlie Straits to within a 
thin! of a mile <»f e:uh sliore, gaining, however, but little. 
We then tried win ther, by coi/finiug our tacks to cither coast, 
W'C could discover a tide hy which wo might profit; and for 
that ]>ur)X)se f begmf w ilh tlu' north shore, for though w wtTe 
tlicre more expe/sed to violent squalls which came down th( 
valleys, I thought it advisable to avoid the indraught of 
various channris inti r.«ec ting the Fuegian coast ; but having 
made st‘Veral boards without any pori'eptiblc advantage, v 
tried t!ie south shore, with such success that I was induced tn 
keep on that side during the nanainder of the day^ 

And liere Id me remark, that in conse<|ucnce of the 
westerly winds wliich blow through the western p#lts the 
Straits of IVfagalhaens, with almost the* constancy (a» tegiuds 

• liarboui , bdter knimai to Sealers bylhcaftiBr K’: 

Harbour.’ 
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direction, not force) of a trade-wind.; a current i^etting to the 
eastward, commonly at the rate of a knot and three quarters 
an hour, will l>e found in mid-cliannel. The tides exert 
scarcely any influence, except near either shore ; and some- 
times appear to set, up one side of the Straits, and down the 
other : the weather tide is generally shown by a rippling, (c) 
Heavy squalls off* Cape Froward repeatedly obliged us to 
clew all up. By clay their approach is announced, in time for 
tbe necessary precautions, by their curling up and covering 
with foam the surface of the water, and driving the spray in 
clouds before them. 

‘‘ At last we doubled Cape Froward. This Cape (called 
l‘y the Spaniards El Morro de Santa Agueda), the southern- 
]Krtnt of all America, is a bold ]m>montory, composed of 
(lark coloured slaty rock ; its outer face is nearly j)ejpen- 
dicuhir, and whether coming from the eastward or westward, 
ji * iimkes^ as a high mund-lopped !)lu{r hill Morro’). 

Bougainville ol).sc‘rves, that ^ Cape Froward has alw^ays 
h A ll much dreaded by navigators/f To double it, and gain an 
anclrerago under (k'qx" lltdiaTid, certainly cost the Beagle as 
t<fm(l)i a 'sixteen hours' beat as I have ever w itnessed : we made 
iiiirty-one tucks, which, with the squalls, kept us constantly on 
(Ik alert, and scarcely allowed the crew to fiave the rope's out 
i)i their hands throughout the day. But what there is to 
!!is})jre a navigator with ‘ dread’ I cannot tell, for the coast on 
h(Jih sides is perfectly clear, and a vessel may work from shore 
io shore,” 

I ruin Cajx* Holland, the Beagle prcKceded to Foi-t Gallant, 
anil during her stay there, Mr. Ikiwen ascended the ^lountain 
do la Cruz, Upon the summit he found some remains of a 
glass lx)ttlc, and a roll of |m|KTs, which prtwed to be the 

K.u inorials stated to liavc bet-n left by Don Antonio (le Cordova, 

» 

Whilo tlio ^current' run^ ew^ward for many days in mid-channel, 
0^ along one shore, it often iia|q>ene that the * s/reain of tide’ either not^ 
in a contrary direction, along' each aide of the Strait, or that it follow* 
"•»ly the dhore oppoalte to Uiat washed by the • current/— lb F. 

t V uyagoautoar da Monde.” 1767. 



fO aoirGAiNviLi*s''s memorial. 

mid a copy of a document that had previously been depoeited 
there by M. de Bougainville. With these papers was fbund 
a Spanish two-rial piece of Carlos HI'? whidh had been b^t 
to admit of its being put into the bottle. It was with consi- 
derable difficulty that any of the writing could be decyphered, 
for the jispers, having been doubled up? were torn, and the 
words defaced at the foldings, and edges. , ^ 

Bougainville's ineiuorial was in Latin. Cordova's, liesid^ 
a document in Latin, was accompanied by an account of his 
voyage, written in four languages, Spanish, h rench, Italian, 
and English. The legible part of the former was as follows :~ 

Viatori Benevolo ealus 

qae a pericuJose adnaodiirn naviga 

BrasiHe Bonarve et inaularum 

ineertis freti Mag^cllanici portubus. . . . 

^ hivStoria astronomia . . • • 

.... Boug • 

. i . . Boug Bucios et de la Giranda 2 navium . . 

Primaris 

.... Comorson . . . .Doct Hied nalurnlista Regio 
atreu . . . . m. Veron astronomo de Komainvillc hidrograpbio 

a rege Christianissiino demaudans 

.......... Landais Laran Fontaine naviura 

Loco tenentibus et Vexillariis. 

itineris* locus DB Bervi Leinoyne .... 

KioufFe voluntariis. 

, , , ^ vives .... scribe 

Anno M DOC LX VI. 

T}>t> Latin inscription of Cordova was as follows 

BeriCvolo Navigator! 

Salutein 

Anno Domini ;M DCCLXX X VIII Vir celcberrimus 
DD Antonias d« Coi<lo\ a Laso de Voga naribus duabus (ytMrum 

nomina SS Casilda ct Euialia crcrtWarf MageUanici 

freti subsefjuctiduni nndym littoniin, portuum aliornoaiiue Ijptabilium 

iter iierum fecit.. 

. . . . e Gadibds classis tcj tio mn»a« Octobris habenss 
ijuarto idus f^mdern ^ . vidit . 
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A J^re^ ad * «« . . • p<^tridie Kalondee 

Npv^qiiibris eijolgravit. . 

iDecimo quarto kaicndas Ji^anuarii PatagonicMs recognitis 
litoribus ad ostiliTn appulit freti. 

Terulam Ingentibus periculis et horroribua tam in mari quam 
* in freto ioiiagnaihime et constanter 6uper«l<> et on^nibua 
portubps atque mvUxm /undcfftmitis utnuaque litoris 
corroctissime cognitis ad hunc portum Divini Jose vel 
Galante septimo idu Januarii pervenit ubi ad 
perpetuam rei tnemoriam in monte sanctissimas' crucis hoc 
rnonumentum reliquit, 

Tertio et exceiso Oarolo regnante potente 
Begali jussu facta fuere auo. 

Colocatum fuit nono Kalend«e Februarii Anno MDCCLXXXIX. 

« 

together with a list of llie officers of both vessels^ and enclosing 
a memorial of Cordovans fornier voyage in the Santa Maria de 
la Cal)eza. The originals are placed in the British Museum ; 
hut before we finally li*ft the Strait, copies were made on vel- 
lum, and de|)osited on tlie same spot. , 

The Beagle left Port Gallant* with a fair wind, which carried 
licr to Swallow Harbour. 

Tlie next stopping place wjis ]Marian'’s C'ovc, a very snug 
ancliomge on the north shore, a few miles beyond Playa 
Tarda. Procc'oding thence to tlie westward, with the wind 
' in their ta»tb/ and such bad weather, that they couUl only 
ste the land of either coast at int or vids, and failing in an 
attempt to find anchorage under Ca|)e Upright, the Beagle 
as kept under weigh during a squally dark niglit. 

In that very place, Comnuxlore Byron, with the Dolphin 
and Tamar, passed the anxious night, which he thus de- 
scribes : — 

‘‘ Our situation w'as now very alarming ; the storm increased 
evt^ry minute, the weather was extremely thick, and the rain 
:iivjned to th^t^ another deluge ; wc had a long dark night 
before us, we were in a narrow channel, and surrounded on 

* One of the feathered tribe, which a natui'aHet would not expect to 
fuul here, a ‘ bumming bird/ was shot near the beach by a young mid- 
^hiplllan•— 'Stokes MS, 
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eypry side by rocks and bmikers.’^^ The Bei^te w^^ hinder 
^inilar oircunistances> but the land being kiiOTht td be l%h 
aiEi boldy her danger was not considfsred so imminent* 

Eastward of Cape Upright the water was smcmUx;^ b^ 
between it and Cafie Providence a heavjr lireakmg sea- Was 
caused by tiie deep swell of the Pacific. Captain Stokes found 
an anchorage the next night in a bay under Cape Tamar ; and 
the following evening very nearly reached another under Cape 
Phillip ; but tlie darkness of a rainy night, and strong squalls, 
prevented their atteinjjting to anchor in an unknown place, 
and tlie only resource was to bear up for shelter under Cafie 
Tamar, wliere the previous night had l)een passed. Even 
this M-as a ihmgerous attempt ; they could hardly discern any 
pai't of the high land, and when before the wind could not 
avoid the ship’s going much too fast. While running about 
eight knots, a violent shock — a lift forward — heel over — and 
dowrnvard plungt' — electrified every' one ; bat before they could 
look round, she was scudding along, as Irefore, liaving fairly 
IciqKxi over the ro<*k. 

It was afterwards Ibund that a great part of the gripe and 
false kcx^l wen? knocketl away'. Captain Stokes’s account of 
this day’s heat will give? an idea of the difficulties which the 
Beagle’s crew' encountered, in working out of the Strait. 

January .*^51 st. ’•‘The hands were turnetl up at daylight 
‘‘ Vp anchor but the heavy stjualls tliat came off the high 
hind of t)]c harlK>ur, rendered it too hazardous to weigh, until 
a teinfx>rary lull enabled us to make sail, and re-coinmenc*' 
beating to the westw ard Jigain.sl a deacl foul wind, much rain, 
liar<] squalls, and a turbulent cross s<fa. 

“ The squalls bt*caine more frequent and more violent 
aftpr noon ; but they gave, in day light, sufficient warning, 
l)eing preceded by dark clouds gradually expanding upwards, 
until their upper line attained the altitude of about fifty 
degrees : then came heavy rain, and perhaps hail ; immediately 
after followed the squall in all its f^ury, and gene^rally lasted 
fifteen or twenty minutes. 

• flawki&wortii's Cull, of Voyages, voK i. p*7fi« 
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III to Windwajrd we frequently extended our 

< boards ' to the sbuth shore (not without risk considering the 
state of the weather), with the hope of making out Tuesday 
Bay, or some anchorage thereabout; but the coast was covered 
with so thick a mist, that not a single point, inentkmal by 
preceding navigators, could be recognised. 

Al)out seven in the evening we were assailed by a squall, 
which burst upon the ship with fury far surpassing all that 
preceded it; had not sail been shortened in time, not a 
stick would have been left standing, or she must have capsized. 
As it was, the squall hove her so much over on her broadside, 
that tlie boat which was hanging at the starboard quarter 
was washed away. I then stood over to the north siiore, to 
look for anchorage under the lee of a tape, aljout three leagues 
to the north-west of Caix^ Tamar. On closing it, the weather 
hecame so thick that at times we could scarcely sec^ two ships’ 
lengths a-head. 

These circumstances were not in favour of exploring 
miknown buys, and to think of passing such a night as was in 
|)rosixx*t, under sail in tlie Straits, woukl have been a dcjsperate 
risk ; I was obliged therefore to yield the hard-gained advan- 
lage of this day’s beat, and run for the ancliorage whence we 
luul started in the morning. 

- It was nearly dark ere wx' reached it ; and in entering, 
desinms to keep well up to wiiiclward, in order to gain the 
best anchorage, I went too close to tl)e outer islet, and the ship 
struck violently on a rocky letige. However, she did not hang 
a moment, and was soon anchored in s.afety.'^ 

]‘'inding so much danger and difficulty^ in proceeding with 
the ship, without first knowdug where to run for anchorages, 
C aptain Stokes left her in Tamar Bay, \hkUt the chiirge of 
hifutenant Skyring; and, accotrqianied by Mr.Flimi, set out in 
tlie cutter, withu week’s p^lV^^ions^ to examine the south coast. 

In a \0Yy arduous and dangerous crinze?*he discovcrcxl several 
Wv U-sheltered anchorages, but exjx*riencetl a constant heavy 
g tic from W.N.W., with thick weather and incessant drench- 
ing rain.” 



CAPTAIN 6Tt)Ki£«'s BOAX-CRUIZE. 1631^^ 

Captaiii Stokes ssys^ C^ir discomfort in aa ope^ boat Vid» 
very greats since we were all cotetantly wet to the skiii„ In 
trying to double the various lieadlands, wc were repeatedly 
obliged (after hours of ineffkitual struggle against sea and 
wind) to desist from useless labour, and take refuge in the 
nearest cove which lay to leeward.’’ 

From the Harbour of Mercy, Captain Stokes attempted to 
cross the Strait, on his return to the Beagle ; but the sea ran 
too high, and obliged him to defer his daring purpose until 
the weather was more favourable. 

During jiis absence, Lieutenauit Skyring surveyed Tamar 
Bay and its vicinity. 

Again the Beagle weighed, and tried hard to make some 
progress to the westward, but was obliged a third time to 
return to Tamar Bay. After another delay she just reached 
Sholl Bay, under ('ape Phillip, and remained there one day, to 
make a plan of the anchorage, and take observations to fix its 
position. 

Tlie Beagle reached the Harbour of Mercy (Separation 
Harbour of Wallis and Carteret),* after a thirty days’ passage 
from Port Famine, on the 15th, having visited several ancho- 
rages on the south shore in her way. But tedious and haras- 
sing as her j)rogress liad been, the iiccounts of Byron, Wallis, 
Carteret, and Bougainville show that they found more difficulty, 
and took more time, in their {passages from Port Famine to the 
western entrance of the Stmit. Byron, in 1764, was forty-two 
days; Wallis, in 1766, eighty-two; Carteret, in the same 
year, eighty-four ; and Bougainville, in 1768, forty days, in 
going that sliort distance. 

Fi\ e days were passed at this place, during which they com- 
municatiid with a few natives, of whom Captain Stokes remarks; 

As inigiit be ex|>ecUxi from the unkindly climate in wliich 
they dwell, the personal appearance of these Indians does not 

• It wa» here ilmt Commodore Wallis and Captain Carteret separated, 
the Dolphin ronnd the world ; the Swallow returning to England. 

SarmicDto’s name ot Doerto de la Miscricordia, or * Harbour of Merry, 
being of priorilate, ought d^^Hibtlees to be retained. 
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exhlbky lit male cor fescaalei wy indieatioiift of aelivity or 
strength* Their avemge height k five feet five mcbes ; their 
habit of body is spare ; the limbs are badly turned, and defi- 
cient in muscle; the hair of their bead k black, straight, 
and coarse ; their beards, whiskers, and eyebrows, naturally 
exceedingly scanty, are careftilly plucked out ; their forehead 
is low ; the nose rather prominent, with dilated nostrils ; their 
eyes are dark, and of a moderate size ; the mouth is large, 
and the under-lip thick ; their teeth are sfpall and regular, 
but of bad colour. They are of a dirty copper colour; 
their countenance is dull, and devoid of expression. For 
protection against the rigours of these inclement regions, their 
clothing is miserably suited ; l>eing only the skin of a seal, 
or sea-otter, thrown over the shoulders, with the hairy side 
outward. 

The two upper corners of this skin are tied together across 
the breast with a strip of sinew or skin, and a similar thong 
;,ecures it round the waist ; the skirts aiv bnmght forward so' 
as to be a partial covering. Their comb is a portion of the 
jaw of a porpoise, aixl they anoint their hair with seal or whale 
blubber ; for removing the beard and eyebrows tliey employ a 
^ery primitive kind of tweezers, namely, two muscle shells, 
'rifoy daub their bcKlies with a red earth, like the ruddle used 
in lingland for marking sheep. The women, and children, 
wvar necklaces, formed of small shells, neatly attached by n 
plaitiiig of the fibres of seal's intestines. 

‘‘ The tracts they inhabit are altogether destitute of four- 
Ibottd animals ; they have not domesticated the g(»t‘se or ducks 
which aliound here; of tillage they are utterly ignorant; and 
llic only vegetable prcxiuctkms they eat are a few wild berries 
and a kind of searweed. Their priuctipal food consists of 
nuiBcIes, limpets, and sea-eggs, and, as often as possible, 
sc^a-ottefl porpoivse, and whale : wx* often found in their 
deserted dwellings Ixmes of these auimals, which had under- 
gone the action of fire, 

‘‘ Former voyagers have noticed the aridity with which they 
'Wallowed the most offensive ofial, such as det*aying sealskins. 



76 


FUKCIAN KATIVK&I. 


rancid seal, and whale blubber, &c. When on board my ship, 
they ate or drank greedily whatever was offered to thm, salt* 
beef, salt-pork, preserved meat, pudding, pea-soup, tea, coffee, 
wine, or brandy — nothing came amissL One little instance, 
however, happened, whicli showed what they preferred. As 
they ivere going ashore, a lump of the tallow used for arming 
the lead was given to them, and ivceived with |>artkular 
delight. It was scrupulously divided, and placed in the little 
baskets which they form of rushes, to be reserved for eating 
last, as the ricliest treat. 

To their dwellings have been given, in variou.s books of 
voyages, the names of huts, wigwams, &c. ; but, with refei-ence 
to their structure, I think old Sir Jolin Narlx)rough’s term for 
them w ill convey the best idea to an English reader ; he calls 
them ‘ai})Ours.’ Tl»ey are formed of about a couple of do?:cii 
branches, pointed at the larger ends, and stuck into the ground 
round a circular or ellij>tical space, alK>ut ten feet by six ; the 
uppe^ ends are brought together, and secured by tyers of grass, 
over w'hicli is thniwn a thatching of grass and seid-skius, a 
hole l)eingleft at the side as a door, and another at tlie top as a 
vent for the smoke. A fire is kept burning within, over wliich 
the i)ati\'es are <*onstantly cowering ; hence, when seen abroad, 
instead of api>earjng to be hardy savages, inured to wet and 
cold, you see wretched creatures shivering at every breeze. . I 
never met jKX)ple so sensible of cold as these Fuegian Indians. 

The nature of their domestic ties we had no opportunity 
of dijyeovcring ; their manner towards their childmi is affec- 
tionate and cai-essing. I often witnessed the tenderness w'ith 
which they tried to cpiiet the alarms our presence at first 
occasioned, and the pleasure which they showed when we 
bestowed upon the little ones any trifling trinkets. It appenured 
that they allow their children to |x>.s8e88 pro|)erty, and con- 
sult their little whijiis and wishes, with respect to its disposjil ; 
for lying in a boat, iilongside one of the canoes, bargaining 
for v arious articles, spears, arrows, baskets, &c., I took a fancy 
to a dog lyii^ near one o£ the women, and offered a price for 
it; one of my seamen, sup})osing the bargain conclud^> 
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handsi on the dog, at which the woman set up a dismal yell ; 

bidding him desist, I increased my offers. She declined to 
part;with it, but would give two others. At last, ray offers 
Irecame so considerable, that she called a little l)oy out of the 
thick jungle (into which he had fled at our approach), who 
was the ownei* of the dog. The goods were shown to him, 
and all his party urged him to sell it, but the little urchin 
would not consent. Ha offered to let me have his necklace, and 
what he receiv^ in exchange was put away in his own little 
Iwsket. 

These people never evinced any thankfulness for our pre- 
sents. Whatever was offered they ‘ clutched at,** doubtful of 
getting it, although held out. to them ; and when in their own 
liand, it was instantly stowed away, as if they feared it would 
bo recalled. 

I sometimes tried to discover wlicther they preferred any 
}){irticular colour, and for that purpose held out three strings 
of beads, black, white, and red ; they clutched at all three, in 
their usual maimer, without showing any preference. 

“ Their pronunciation is exceedingly harsh and guttural ; 
not more than two words, whose signification was at all ascer- 
tained, could be made out, sherroo,’ a ship, boat, or cano(', 
and " peteet," a child. They have a wonderful aptitude for 
imitating the 80Ui|ds of strange languages : let a sentence, of 
i voii a dozen words, be distinctly pronouiical, and they will 
rcj^eat it with the utmost pneision. 

Their only articles of tratlic, besides siu*h implements and 
V. capons as they use, are seal and otter skins ; and I should say 
that the quantity of peltry to Ik? pnxrured from them would bt^ 
in ignificant towards completing (be cargt) of a scaling vessob’' 
During the next few days the Beagle wms employed in the 
most exposed, the least known, and the most dangerous part 
of the Strait. **^l^ortuiiately, she was favoured by weather, and 
effected her purjiose without injury or loss ; but I never reflex^t 
upon this piece of servitv without un inward tribute of admira- 
tion to the daring, skill, ami stamanship of Captain Stout's, 
lieutenant Skyring, and Mr. FUnn. 



TO X)AmKix&v^ giclivroE. I8S^. 

In his journal ♦Captain Stokes says : ■ 

Incessant rain and thick clouds jwevented my completl'h^v 
until this day (19th), the obsen’^ations necessary for making an 
island* just outside the Harbour of Mercy, the southern end 
of my base, for the trigonometrical coimet>tiott of the coasts and 
islands near the western entrance of this weather-beaten Strait. 

*‘On the SOth, I weighed and heat to >vindward, iiitending 
to searcli for anchorage on the north shore, where I might land 
and fix the northern end of our base line. In the evening we 
anchortnl in an archipelago of islands, the real danger of whose 
vicinity was much increased to the eye by rocks, scattered in 
every diiection, and high breakers, occasioned doubtless by 
reefs under water. We observed that most of the larger islands 
have small lianks of siind at their eastern sides, on which ancho- 
rage may l>e found ; but for ordinary purposes of navigation, 
this cluster of islands’*^ need only be {>ointed out to be avoided. 
The nuinlx'r and contiguity of the rocks, l>eIow as well as 
ab ve water, render it a most hazardous place for any wjuare- 
rigged vessel : nothing but the particular duty on which I was 
ordered would have induced me to ventUR* among them. Fore- 
and-aft vessels migfit work witli far less risk ; and as the rocks 
are freijuented by vast numbers of fur seal, a season or two 
might be profitabh’'}>a.ssed here, by a sealing vessel so rigged. 

“ This morning (21st) I landed on one of the larger islands, 
with Lieutenant Skyring, and having asce*nde<l an rannence 
(Observation Mount) with the necessary instruments, fixed its 
position, and rnatle it the northern end of our base?. 

It was a beautiful, and clear day ; the Isles of Direction 
(or Evangelists), as well as every jjoint of in^xirtance on the 
adjacent egast, were .seen distinctly during several hours. 

‘‘ My next object was to -fix the pOvsition of Cape Victory, 
and ascertain whether anchorage could l>e found in its neigh- 
bourhood. Accordingly, wt weighed early next moitiifj^ (28il,) 
and after extricating ourselves from this labyrinth (not without 
much difficulty and danger), we beat to the westwardi Violent 
squalls, a heavy sea, and thick weather, which canto on about 
Oailfd tbeSj^riHv Tdw* 
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noan, obliged me to choose the least e^il, and run for the Har- 
bour of Mertsy. 

On the 03d, we went out again, and beat towards the 
Isles of Direction, off* which we passed a night under sail* 

« The morning of the 04th was very ff ne, and the wind 
moderate. Leaving the Beagle to sound about the Isles of 
Direction, I set out in my boat, with two days’ provisions, 
towards Cape Victory. As wc rowed along these rocky shores, 
threading the mazes of the labyrinth of islets which fringe 
them, we saw vast numbers of black whales, and the Tocks* 
were quite covered’ with fur seal and brant geese. 

After pulling, in earnest, for six hours, we landed upon 
Cape Victory, the north-western limit of the Strait of Magal- 
haens, and there, with a sextant, artificial horizon, and chrono- 
meter, ascertained the j)Osition of this remarkable promontory. 
From an eminence, eight hundred feet above the sm, we had a 
conunanding view of the adjacent coasts, as well as of the vast 
I'acific, wliich enabletl us to rectify former material errors. 
Late in the evening we were fortunate enough to get safely on 
hm\\ again, which, considering the usual weather here and the 
lieavy sea, was iniex{>ected success. This night was passed 
iiatJer sail in the Pa4nfic,and next inoniing we commenced our 
r. turn to Port Famine. 

When wdthih four or five miles of Cape Pillar, and to the 
westward of it, a current was fourtd U) set soiultward, at aliout 
two knots an hour. As we neared tlie ('apt? the wind fell, and 
tlif Beagle was set rapidly towards those tlangerous nx?ks, 
called the Apostles. Fortunately, a commanding breeze sprung, 
up, and we extricated ourselves from the difficulty. While 
passing C^{)e Pillar, I landed in a cove neiu* it, and deter- 
mined its poedtioii. By sunset we had arrived near the Harbour 
of Mercy ; ai^d being becalmed, towed the ship in, with her 
boats, until mi anchor was dropped at tlie proper place. 

‘K)n the 06N;h, we went to Tuesday ©ay, and on the 07th 
crossed the Strait, and anchored under CsL\ye Parker. 1 have 
rarely witneeised such a high, cross, and irregular sea as w e tins 
<lay pasvsed tlmnigh, near the strange mass of nx k, called by 
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Narb(»raugb, ‘Westminster Hall.’ The cmst alKmit>tir 
anchorage vas as barren and distnaldookin^^ as an j of tMs 

country^ which, as the old navigator above»mmtioiied saidv is 
*sd desolate land to behold.’ ^ > 

“ Next day (March 1st) ^ ran down td Cape Upright, ihid 
there remained until the 3d, collecting the required data for 
our survey. i 

‘‘ While standing towards the liay called Playa Parda (on 
the 3d), a lx)at under sail was seen making tow'ards us fbom the 
st)uthem coast. I fired several guns, to show our position, 
before wo became shut in by the land, and soon after anchor- 
ing a wliaie-boat came iilongside, with the second mate and five 
men Ix^longing to the sealing-vessel Prince of Saxe Coboui^. 

Anxious not to lose a moment in hastening to the relief 
of our sbipwreckeil countrymen, I ran down next day to Port 
Gallant, and thence proceeded witli two ten-oared boats (on 
the 5th) through the Ilarbara Channel, and the following 
evening reached Fury Harbour.” 

Having already given a short account of the Saxe Cbboui g*s 
loss, and the rescue of her crew by Captain Stokes, I will not 
repeat the story by extracting more from his journal. 

Mr. Graves returned from hi.s c^ui^e in the Hope on the 
17th, after suffering much from stormy weather and incessant 
rain ; but having made a survey of the o{X'ning8 in the land to 
the west of Magdalen Channel as far as the Sugar Lt>af Point, 
at the west head of Lyell Sound, which he found to lie chep 
inh^ts, aif'ording no anchorages of value to navigation. 

The time having arriveil for our return to Monte Video, 
prcjwiralions were made for sailing, and in the mean time t went 
to the northward, in tire Ho{x?, to survey tlu? cf>a.st tetwcoi 
Port Fanune and Elizalxth Island, including Shoal Haven. 

At the Ixittoin of Shoal Haven w'e were istopped by the 
water shoaling to five feet, so that we were obliged to haul out 
till we could aiich<;r in more than two fathoms. During the 
night the wind shifter! to N.E., and blew right itH 
to weigh, and 'Vi>rk under the S.W. end of EliaM^beth*Irian<l 
into a bay close to rlvxt shore. From the sumimte^ the S.W. 
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paint I afiepwjlfds took angleH^ among whicli the inoat impop* 
tant gaye Mount. Sarmiento faring S* 1 4® W, (true)* Its 
distan|)e must have been (by recent observations) ninety-four 
miles. 

Bliaabeth Island is a long, low atrip of land, lying parallel 
to the shores of the Strait, which here take a N-N.E. direction. 
Compared with the land to the southward it is yery low, no 
part being more than two or three hundred' feet high. It is 
composed of narrow ranges of hills, extending in ridges in the 
direction of its length, over which are streiverl Ixmlders of the 
various rocks, which have botn noticed before as forming the 
shingle beaches of Point St. Mary and Point St, Anna ; . two 
kind® of rock, greenstone and horohlcnde, being .the most 
common. The vallios which divide the hilly ridges were well 
cloth^nl with grass, and ia many places were seen hollows, that 
had amtained fresh water, but now were entirely dried up. 
Tliese spots were marked by h white crust, apparently caused 
by the saline quality of the soil. 

Geese and wild ducks, and the red-bill {Homaiopm)^ seem 
to lx.» the only inhabitants of this island. The Indians some- 
limes visit it, for at the S.W. end we found remains of wig- 
wams and shell-fish. Perhaps it is a place whence they oora- 
Hunnrate with the Patagonian nativt^, or they may in the 
season frequent* It for eggs. 

We anchored in Laredo Bay, and visiteii a lake abo^ a 
mile from the beach, distinguished on the chart by the na^ 
of Duck Lagoon : it is very extensive, and covered with large 
flights of gulls, ducks, and widgeons. We shot one widgeon, 
which was a most beautiful bird, and of a species we had not 
iH'fore seen.* 

Here the country begins to be clothed with the deciduous 
leaved Beech , tree {Fagw AfitarcHea)^ which is stunted in 
gn>wth, but^veiy convenient for fuel. Th<^wi!?h the hardiest 
tree of this regioni it is never found of large sixe, the larger 
trees lieing the evergreen Beech betuMdes). We also 

met with several lonaU plants common io Cajie Gregory. One 

* * Asm JUfieril,’ Zool. Joam., vol. sod Tsh. xxix. 

vou t. c 
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may consider Cape Negro to be the boaudary ^ 

1^ entirely different from each c^er in getJiCgidri atriicit^ und 
appearance, as they are in climate^ to which last diffiareiicis 
be attributed the dissimilarity of their botanical productioofi^ 
H^oe we returned to Port Famine. In our absetn^i a hpat 
from the Beagle had crossed the Strait to Ixmiaa Bayi whw? 
a party of natives had kindled fires of invitation* ^ - 

The weather, since the sun crossed the equator, hial 
unusually fine; and, with the excoptimi of one day's b^vy 
rain, the sky was so <dear (the wind being moderate from 
the N.E.) that all the htaghts were, exposed to our view, 
and amongst them Mount Sarmiento stood pre-einia«it. 

Our prq>arations for sailing being nearly completed, the 
Hqpe w'as unrigged and hoisted in, and our temporary settle- 
ment on shore abandoned. It cmisisted of a marquee and 
a large l>ell tent. In the former was Mr. Harrison (mate), 
who had charge of tlie party, and of the meteorological 
instruments: the bell tent held the crew. Near them were 
the observatory, a sawpit, and a cooking place, where a 
cheerful fire was always blaring. The carpenter’s shoji, 
cooperis bench, and armourer^s forge hod each its place, as 
well as a rope- walk, close to which our rigging was refitted, 
and the sails were repaired. After workingdiours the shore 
party roamed about the woods with guns, or at low water 
picked up shell fisb,^ by whkh they usually procured a 
frerii meal twice, Init always once, a week. Meanwhile the 
ship was kept carefully clean and in order. The officers not 
immediately employed in active duty made excursions with 
their guns ; and although tlie immediate vicinity of our tents 
was pretty well thinned of game, yet a walk of a few miles 
was always rewarded by ample sport. When opportunities 
offered, some of the men were permitted to amuse themselves 
on shore with their guns, for whidh many had provided them- 
selves with powder and shot. Every Sunday, after divine 
service, which was performed as regulariy as possible under 
our circumstances, such of the ship's company as desrred per* 

* Of these s of luaetrs (M. 0bMu Wis 
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mjasidn to land obtained it. On one occasion, however, we 
had nearly suffered for this indulgence, which was conducive 
to the meti^^s health, and seldom abused : for one of them 
liaving made a fire at a little distance from the tents, the flames 
spread, and the exertions of all hands, for three hours, only 
just prevented it from communicating to the tents. On another 
occasion, two men set out on a shooting excursion, intending 
to cross the river Sedger, against doing which there had lieen 
no particular orders, as such a proceeding was scarfcely contein- 
plated* Having reached the Imnk near its mouth, and searched 
for a fordable place unsuccessfully, tlicy launched a log of 
w<Kxl, and sitting astride, without providing themselves with 
a pole or paddle, pushed off from the shore, supposing it would 
go across ; but, on reaching the middle of the stream, it was 
soon carried, by the current, out of the river, into the bay. One 
man, Gilly, seeing that the log was still floating away with the 
ebb tide, plunged in, and just reached the shore south of the 
river, in a very exhausted state; the other, Rix, unable to 
swim, -kept his place, and was carried out to sea on a voyage 
that Inight have been fatal, had he not been seen fmin the ship, 
and saved by a lioat. 

Befoi^e leaving Port Famine we hauled one of our Ixmts 
ashore, and left; her (iis we thought) securely liidden among 
the trees. 

Being now ready to sail, and only waiting for wind, the 
officers of both ships, twenty-seven in numlx?r, ilined together 
on shore. 



CHAPTER VI. 


Trors— TiOaiT Port Famine — Pataj^onians — Orofi^ory 6oy — By^ante — 
Marin — Fnlkncv’s account of the Natives — Indians seen ifn the her- 
ders of the Oiway Water, in 1829 — Maria visits the Ad\'en[tuee‘— 
Religious Cereinony — Patag-onian Encampment-— Tomb of a Child — 
W'oriien's employment — Children — Gratitude of a Native— Si ;«e of 
Pnlagoniaos — Former accounts of their gig-antic height — Character- 
Articles for barter — Fuegians living Patagonians — Ships sail— 

Arrive at Monte V'idco and Rio de Janeiro, 

Whti.k detained by northerly winds, the carpenter and a 
party of fieople were einjdoyed in the m^ockIs selecting and cut- 
ting down trees to be ready for our next visit. After felling 
thirteen trec.s, from twenty-four to thirty-six inches in dia- 
Dicf*?r, eight wTre found to be rotten at the heart; but by 
afterwards taking the precaution of iKiring the trees with an 
augur, while standing, much trouble was 9ave<l, and fifteen 
sound sticks of considerable diameter were cut down. We 
tbuiiil t»ne tre-e, an ever^ijreen beech, tot> large for any of <)ur 
saws : it measured twenty-one feet in girth at the base, and 
from tlic height of six feet to twenty it was seventeen feet in 
circumference ; above this height, three large arms (each fmm 
thirty to forty inches in diameter), branched off* from the trunk, 
ft is ixrhaps, the very tree described by Byron in his account 
of this place. We only once saw it equalled in size, and that 
was by a jmostrate trunk, very much decayed. 

In this interval of fine weather and northerly wind, we had 
the thermometer as high as 58^, anil the barometer ranging 
Ijetween 1^9.80 and 80.00; but for two days before the wind 
shifted, the alteration was predicted by a gradual deisoent of the 
mercurial column, aiui a considerable increase of cold* On tlie 
7th May, as there w as some appearance of a change, We got 
under weigh; but were hardly outside the port, when a northerly 
wind agdti set in, and pitfvented our going tfato Fferfi- 
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water Bay, Whore ‘we passed the night. At Jast, on the 8th, 
accompanied by the Beagle, we proceeded on our course with 
a strong south-westerly breeze, which carried us quickly up to 
Cape Negro, when it blew ho hard that I anchored off* Laredo 
Bay* At this anchorage we certainly felt the air much colder 
and sharper than at Port Famine, arising from our being in 
a more ex})osed situation, and from the approach of winter, as 
well as from the severe south-w^est gale which was blowing. 

After the gale had abated, we proceeded with Mr weather 
and a light breeze to the Second Narrow, when the wind fell ; 
but the tide Ix'ing in our favour, we passed rapidly through. 
On a liill near us we observed three or four Patagonian Indians 
standing together, and their horses feeding close to them. 
A fire was soon kindled, to attract our notice, to which signal 
we replied by showing our colours ; and hcul we not already 
communicated with these people, we should certainly have 
thought them giants, fur they hxnmil very large'"' as they 
st<x)d on the stimniit of tlio hill. This opticjid deception must 
doubtless have l)een caust^d by nnrage : the haze has alw«ays 
l)een observed to be very great during flue weather and a hot 
tlay, arising from rapid evaporation of tlie moisture so abun- 
tliintly de|x>sited,’on the surface of the ground, in all jmrts of 
the Strait. . * 

As soon as the Patagonians found they were noticed, they 
mounted and rode along the shore abreast of us, Ixang joineil 
by other |>arties, until the whole number could n(^t have been 
less tlimi forty. Several foals and ilogs were with tlienu Having 
anchored in Gregory Bay, where I intendcfl remaining for two 
days to CA)inmunicate with them, I sent up a riKket, burnt a 
i)lue-light, luid despatche<l Lieutenant Cooke on shore to ask 
for a large supply of guanaco meat, for which avc would ])ay 
in knives and K’ads, Thelx)at rettirncd on Ix^ard immixiiately, 
bringing crfF four natives, three men and ‘ Maria.' 'This 
rather remarkable woman must b.^te Wn, judging by her 
ap{K"arance, alx>ut forty years old : she is s?iid to have bc^'it 
lK)rni at Assuncion, in Paraguay, but I think the place oi her 
birth was nearer Buenos Ayres. She s|)oke bmken, but nMel- 
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ligibfe, Spanish, and stated to be sister of Bysatite, the 

i^ctque of a tribe near the Santa Criia Riv^, who is an impoi^ 
taht personage, oii accouiit of his Size (windh Mam 
to be immense), and bis riches. In leaking of him, rfie fwiid 
he was very rich ; he had many mantles, and also many hides 
i*^fnuy rico, tiene muchiis mantas y tambien muchos coeros^). 
One of Marik'S companions, a brother of Bysantt, waa the 
tallest and larg€\st man of this tribe; and though he only 
measured six feet in height, his l3ody was large enough for a 
mtich taller man. He was in great afRiction: his daughter 
had died only two days before oiu* arrival ; but, notwithstihid- 
ing his sad story, which soon found him friends, it was not 
long U'fore he became quite* intoxicated, and began to sing 
and roar on the subject of his misfortunes, with a sound more 
like the liellowing of a bull than the voice of a human being. 
Upon applying to Maria, who was not quite so tipsy as her 
brother, to prevent him from making such hideous noises, she 
la ighai and said, Oh, never mind, he's drunk; poor fellow, 
his daughter is dead" (Es boracho, jxivrecito, inurif) su liija) ; 
and then, assuming a serious tone, slie looked tow^ards the sky, 
and muttered in her own langus^e'a sort of prayer or invoca.. 
tion to their chief demon, or riding spirit, whom Pigafetta, the 
companion and liistorian of Magalhaeris, called Setebm^ which 
Admiral Burney supfxises to have been the original of one of 
Shak?[)earc'8 names in the Ternjiest"-— 

a Ills art is of&ucb power 

Be would eoDtroul mydum’sgod Setebu?^.’** 

Maria's dress was similar to that of other females of the 
triln* ; but she wore ear-rings, made of medals stamped with a 
figure of the Virgin Mary, which, with the brass^pin that 
secured In^r mantle across her breast, were given to her by oiu* 
Lewis, who had passcxl by in an Ammcan Healiii^^vessel, and 
who, we undeistood from her, had made them ‘‘ Ghri^tiaus.'' 
The Jesuit Falkner, v>ho livetl among them for inauy years 
has written a long and, apparently, a very authentic account 

* i, 35 ftW 37* 
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of tibts inbibit^ntA oC the cpuntries sojith <4 the River Plata, 
aii)d tfaoce; vbp inlu^t the borders ai the Strait 

W)df 'to be, YactuuHmnaeea, which signifies foot- 

people, they have no hwses in their country ; to the north 
they border on the S^uau-cunnees, to the west an the Key- 
y us, Key-yuhues, from whran they are divided by a ridge 

of mountains { to the east they are bounded by the ocean ; 
and to die south by the islands of Tierra del Fuego, or the 
South Sea. These Indians live near the sea tm both ddes of 
the Strait, and often make war with one another. They make 
use of light floats, like those of Cbilde, in order to pass the 
Straits, and ate sometimes attacked by the Huilliches and other 
Tehuelliets, who carry them away for slaves, as they have 
nothing to hise but their lilierty and their lives. They subsist 
chiefly on fish, which they catch either by diving, or striking 
them with their darts. They are very nimble afoot, and catch 
guanaeoes and ostriches with their bowls. Their stature is 
much the same as that of the other Tehuelhets, rarely exceed- 
ing seven feet, and oftentimes not six feet. They are an inno- 
cent, harmless people.” * 

To the north of this race, Falkner descril)es “ the Sehuau- 
cunnees, the most southern Indians who travel on horseback ; 
Sehuau signifies in the Tehuel dialect a species of black rab- 
bit, abou t the size of a field rat ; and as their country abounds 
in these animals, tbeir name may be derived from thence ; 
cunnee signifying ‘ people.’ ” 

With the exception of their mode of killing the guanaco by 
bowls, or balls, tlie description of the Key-yus would apply 
better to the Fuegian Indians; and if so, they have been 
driven across the Strait, ami confined to the Fuegian shoi'es by 
the Sehuau^^uraie^ who must he no other thmt Maria's tribe. 
The K^-yuH, who are descrilied to inhabit the nordiem dliorc 
of the ^rait, between Peckett’s Harbour and Madre de Dios, 
are probably the tribe found aboitttibc south-western islands, 
and now called Alikhoolip ; whilst the eastern Fuegians, or 
Vacana-cunnees, who have also been turned off the ooitti- 
* Fsikner's Pstagoais, pp. 110, 111. 
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ncait by their powerful neighbours^ are-now called Tekeenikas. 
Our knowled^ of the names of these two tribes, AlikhooHp 
and Tekeenika, results from Captain Fita-Rciy^s subsequent 
examiitation of the outer coast of Tierra del Fuego in the 
Beagle (1830). A Cacique, belonging to the nation bf the 
Key-yus, told Falkner that he had been in a house made of 
Wood, that travelled on the water* A party of the Indians, in 
four canoes, wore met on the Ixirders of the Otway Water by 
Captain Fitz-Roy in 1839* whose arms, iinpletnents, and every 
thing they had, were precisely like the Fuegian Indians, 
excepting that they had a quiver in«ade fi*om the skin of a d(?er, 
anil were in form a superior race, being both stronger and 
stouter. 

For want of lietter information upon the subject, we must 
lie content to separate the natives Into Patagonians arid Fue- 
gians. The sealing vessels'* crews 'distinguish them as Horsc' 
Indians, and Canoe Indians. ’ 

These people have had considerable communication with 
tlio sealers who fr^qent this neighbourhood, l)artering their 
guaiiaco skins ftnd meat, their mantles, and furs, for bearls, 
knives, brass ornaments, and other articles ; but they arc 
equally anxious to get sugar, flour, and, more than all, aejua 
ardientc,'** or spirits. 0pon the arrival of a boat from any 
vessel, Maria, wdth as many as she can ]fH?r8uado the boafs 
crew to take, goes on boartl, and, if pemiitted, pa.ss4*s the 
night. As Boon a.s our boat landed, M{u*ia and her friendh 
took their seats as if it had been sent pur[)osely for them. Not 
exjMfcting such a visit, I had given no order to the contrary, 
and the novelty of sucK coinjianions overcame the scruples of 
the officer, who was .sent on shore to communicate with them. 
Their noisy Ijehaviour becoming disagreeable, they were soon 
tronducted fn)m lielow to the deck, where they passed the 
night. Maria slept with her head on the windlass ; arid was 
intcridcated, that tlie noises and concussion produced by veering 
eighty fatlioiris of cable round it. did not awake her* T1 h‘ 
.il^owitig trioriiing, W'hibi I was at breakfast, she very imcerc- 
rinmkiusly introduced hera»elf, with onfe of her compankms, and 
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l^adf <0; ti^ breads and made a 

took tiiN? Iirteaulte^ the knives, 

iui4 ail^icles tbiM^ I thDughtclikely 0 be t removed from 

the^^a^av b^t;^n^ 0< any^/^time, did I <katect 

Mada in liying to atea^^ J^r ^mpai)iofis never iost 

anoj^ortum^ of |Mlfe^ * - v 

Al^ hteakfast the Indiana were landed^ and as many of 
the officei^ as eould l>e spared went cm sliiore, and passed the 
whole day with the tribe, during whichi a very active trade >^as 
carried on. There were about one hundred and twenty Indians 
collect^! together, with horses and dogs, It is probaWe tJiat, 
with the exception of five or six individuals Wt to taka Care 
ot the encampmeiit, and such as were absent on hunting excur- 
sions, the w^le of the tril)e was mtfstered on the l)each» each 
family in a sejmrate knot, with all tlieir riches displayed to the 
Iwfit advantage f ir sale. 

I accompanied Maria to the sliore. On landing, she cxin- 
ducted me tp tlie piac^e where her family were seated mund 
their property- They consisted of Manuel, her husbands ond 
three children, the eldest lieing known by the appellation of 
C-apitan Chico, or “ little chief.*^ A skin being spread out for 
nie to sit on, the fiunily and the greater part of the tribe col- 
lected around. Maria th^n presented me with several maiitles 
aijd skins, for which I gave in return a sword, remnants of 
red baize, kpiyes, scissors, lookiiig^glasses, and beads ; of the 
latter I aft^wards distributed bunches to all the children, a 
(present which cau^Md evident satisfaction to tlie mothers, wiany 
of whom alsp obtmned a share. . The reanvers were selected 
hy Maria, who, directed nie ^ the youngest childmi tirst, then 
to the elder ones, and lastly to the girls and women. It was 
nirious and jfifniusing, to witness the order with which this 
scene was the remarkable p^^ of the chil- 

dren, whp^ the greatest aaxfety possm trinkets, 
neither until %he iiointeii 

to them in faitxscssiop. ■ / ^ 

Having told Maria had things to dispose of for 

guanaco nient slie disiiui^xr the tribi^ from ari>\UKl me, mid. 



so 

saymg she waa gouig fm , meat 

and':.^a off ^^a.brisili, paciet.. 

active &tdie commeiu^^^et %st» » ;«n«^tlej,««*vim 

8 (rf beads ; but as tim demand iocpea^,^ 

iocpeaee^ tbei^|>rice, till it rose to {tnife,. ^en^tp tqba^: 

tl^ to a sword, at last iMtJbing wou)^ satisfy thm , but * aqqa 

aridjentej’ foi’ which they asked lepcatcdlyi saying “bueao^es 

b^aclio— bueno es—bueno es boracho ;”f— bqt X would not 

petWItld^irits to, be brought on shore. . 

At Maria’s return with a very small quantity of guanaco 
nteat, her husband told her that X had b«a very inquisitive 
al^oMt a retl baise bundle, which he told me contmned “ Cristo,^ 
upon wliicJi she said to me “ Quiere mirar mi Cristo” (do you 
w^li to see my Christ), ##id then, upon my nodding assent, 
calltx) around her a number of the tribe, who iminediutely 
obeyed her summons. Many of the women, however, remmned 
to take care of their valuables. A ceremony then took place. 
Maria, who, by the lead she took in the proceedings, appeared 
to be bigk priestessf as well as clique of the trilw, began by 
j)ul\ crising some whitish earth in the hollow of her band, and 
then taking a mouthful of water, spit, from time to time upon 
it, until she had fonned a sort of pigment, which she distri* 
butal to the rest, reserving only sufficient to mark her face, 
eyelids, lunis, and hair with the figure of the croas. Tlte 
manner in which this was done was peculiar. After rubUng 
the paint in her left hand smooth with the jiahn of the right, 
slie scortxl marks across Ute paint, and again others at i%ht 
angles, leaving the impression of as many crosses, which she 

• It is g'ood to ho drunk, it »* pleSsant to be drunk. 

‘ t Two Portuguese seamen, however, who had resided some tnonths with 
them, having tieen left behind by a seating vessel, aad tdren c^by us at a 
sub^quent period of the voyage at tbeir own request^ infori&ed tM that 
IVlaria is not tbe ieader of rdigious ceremonies. Each &in% ^iasenea its 
own household gud, a small wooden image, abost three inches in Imigtb, 
tbe rough imitation of a roan’s head and shoulders, whteli they oD^der 
»s the rcpresetilative of a sopdrior beingi httriboting to it all tMi gi^d or 
'e^ thSt'happ^s to ibeM. : 
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6tam]p^ uptm different parts of her body, rubbing tlie paint, 
and marking the omses afresh, after every stamp was made* 

The wen, after having marked themselves in a similar man- 
lier (to do which some stripped^ to the waist and covered all 
their body with impressions), proceeded to do the same to the 
boys, who were not permitted to perform this part of the 
ceremony thanselves. Manuel, Maria’s husband, who seemed 
to be her chief assistant on the occasion, then took from tlie 
folds of the siicred wrapper an awl, and with it pierceMM^r 
the arms or ears of all the party ; each of whom presented in 
turn, pinched up between the finger and thumb, that portion 
of flesh which was to lie perforated. The object evidently 
was to lose blood, and those from wlioin the blcx)d flowed 
frt^ly showed marks of satiislaction, while some whose wounds 
bled but little underwent the operation a second time. 

When Manuel had finished, he gave the awl to Maria, wIk> 
pierced his arm, and then, with great solemnity and care, mut- 
tering and talking to herself in Spanish (not two words of 
which could I catch, although I knelt down close to her and 
listened writh the griiatest attention), she removed two or three 
wrapjKTs, and exposed to our view a small figure, carved in 
wood, representing a dead person, stretched out. After ex- 
|)osing the image, to wdiich all paid the greatest attention, and 
contemplating it for some moments in silent^e, Maria began to 
descant ujxm the virtues of her Christ, telling us it had a gootl 
heart ( * buen corazon’), and that it wa.s very fond of tobacco. 

Miicho quiere mi Cristo tabaco, da me mas,” (my Christ 
loves tobacai very much, give me some). Such an appeal, on 
such an c?casion, 1 could not refuse ; and after agreeing with 
her in praise of the figure, I said I would send on board for 
some. Having gained her point, she began talk to Iterself 
for Horne minutes, during which $Iie looked up, after repeating 
the words muy bueno es mi Cristo, muy bueno oorazon 
tiene,” and slowly and solemnly packed up tlie figure, deposit- 
ing it in the place whence U had lieen taken. This ceremony 
cmled, the traffic, w'hich had been suspended, recommenced 
with redoubled activity. 
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According to my promise, I sent on board for some tobacco, 
and ray servant brought a larger quantity than I thought 
necessary fur the occasion, which he injudiciously exposed to 
view. Maria, having seen the treasurt!, made up her mind to 
Iwive the wJiole, and upon my selecting three or four pounds of 
it, and presenting them to her, looked very much disappointed, 
and grumbled forth Ikt discontent : I taxed her with greedi- 
ness, and spoke ratiier sliarply, which had a good eftect, for 
she went away ai^d returned with a gua])aco mantle, which 
she presented to mo. 

l-luring this day's barter procuretl guanaoo meat, suffi- 
cient for two days' s'upply of all hands, for a few |K>utids of 
tobacco. It Jiad I)een killed in the monung’, and was brought 
on horseback cut up into large pieces, for each of which we 
had to bargain. Directly an animal is killeil, it is skinntid and 
cut up, or torn asunder, for the convenience of cariying. The 
operation is done in Jiastc, and therefore tlu‘ meat icoks ha<i ; 
but it is well tasted, excellent fixxl, and although never Tat, 
yields abundance of gravy, which coinjjensates for its ieanutm 
It improves very much by ket^ping, and proved to be valuable 
an<l wholesome meat. 

Caj)tain Stokes, and several of the officers, upon our first 
reaching the l)each, had obtained horsc^s, and rode to their 
‘ toldos,’ or principal encampment. On their return, I leuriicd 
that, at a short distance from the dwellings, they hat! seen the 
tomb of the child who had lately died. As sot>n, therefon.*, tvs 
Maria returned, I procurcxl a horse from her, and, accompa- 
nied by her husband and brother, the father of the d(»<*eivsed, 
and herself, visited these toldos, situated in a valley, extending 
north and south between two ridges of hills, through which ran 
a stream, falling into the Striut within the Second Narrow, 
about a mile to the westward of Cape Gregory. 

We found eight or ten huts arranged in a row ; the sides 
and bricks were covered with skins, but the fronts, wliich 
the east, were tJjK u ; even tliese, how'ever, were very much 
screened fiom wind by thi* ridge of hills eastward of tiie 
plain. Near them the ground was nither bare, but a litUu 
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farther back there was a luxuriant growth of grass, affording 
rich and plentiful pasture for the horses, among which we 
observed several mares in foal, tod colts feeding and frisking 
by the side of their dams ; the scene was lively and pleasing, 
and, for the moment, reminded me of distant climes, and days 
gone by. 

The ‘ toldos^ are all alike. In form they are mjtangular, 
about ten or twelve feet long, ten deep, seven foei high in 
front, and six feet in the rear. The frame of the building is 
formed by poles stuck in the ground, having forked tops to 
hold cross pieces, on which are laid poles for rafters, to sup- 
port the covering, which is made of skins of animals sewn 
together so as to be almost impervious to rain or wand. The 
posts and rafters, which' are not easily procured, are carried 
from place to place in all their travelling excursions. Having 
reached their bivouac, and marked out a place with due regard 
to shelter from the wind, they dig holes with an iron l>ar or 
piece of pointed hard wood, to receive the posts ; and all the 
iVamc and cover being ready, it takes but a short time to erect 
a dwelling. Their goods and furniture are placed on horstv 
back under the charge of the females, who are inoimteii aloft 
upon them. The men carry nothing but the lasso ami lx>las, to 
be ready for the capture of animals, or for defence. 

Maria’s toldo was nearly in the middle, and next to it was 
her brother’s. All the hxiis seemed well stored with skins and 
provisions, the former lacing rolled up and placed at the back, 
am! the latter suspended from the supporters of the roof ; the 
greater part was in that state well known in South America 
by the name of charque (jerked beef) ; but this was princi- 
pally horse-flesh, which these people esteem siq)erior to other 
ford. The fresh meat was almost all guanaco. The only 
vessels they use for carrying water ore bladders, and suffi- 
ciently disagitseable substitutes for drinking utensils they 
make : the Fuegian basket^ ^though sometimes dirty, is less 
offensive. 

About two hundred yards from the village the tomb was 
erected, to whi^h, while Maria was arranging her skins and 
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BMliUeK for aak) the fattier of (lie deceased conducted tne «iid 
’ a 'ibw other officers. ■rt'-.-.- ' 

: it was a conical pile of dried twigs and braiKdws of buudiest 
about t(»t feet high and twenty-five in drcumference at the 
baae^ the whole bound round with thongs of htd(^ and the top 
covered with a piece of red cloth, ornamented with brass studs, 
and surmounted by two poles, bearing red fiags >and a strhig 
of bells, which, moved by the wind, kept up a conthraal 
tinkhng. 

A ditch, aliout two feet wide and one foot deep, was dug 
round the tomb, except at the entrance, which had been filled 
up with bushes. In tront of this entrance stootl the stilfted 
skins of two horses, recaidy killed, each placed upon four ptdes 
for legs. The horses' heads were omamented with brass studs, 
similar to those on the top of the tomb ; and on the outer 
margin of the ditch were six polts, each carrying two flags, 
iMie over the other. 

The father, who wept mudi when he visited the tomb, with 
the party of ofiicers who first went witli him, although now 
evidently distressed, entered into, what we supposed to be, 
a long account of the illness of bis child, and explained to us 
that her death was caused a bad cough. No watch was 
kept over the tomb ; but it was in sight of, and not very far 
from their toldos, so that the i^proach of any one could imme- 
diately be known. They evidmitiy fenced extreme confidence 
in us, and therefore it would have Wn as unjust as impditic 
to attempt an examination of itsrtmtents, or to ascartoin what 
had been done with the body. 

The Patagonian women are treated far more kindly by tlieir 
husbands than the Fuegian; who are little better than slaves, 
subject to be beaten, and obliged to perform all the laborious 
^offices of the family. The I^togcinian females dt at Imnu', 
grimbng paint, drying and stretching skins, making and pimit' 
ing mantles. In travelling, however, dicy have the 
and provisions in their charge^ And, of course, their-xlni^^. 
Th^ women {tmbahly have employniatts of a inore Ip^tbiimis 
nature than wluit we saw t hut thty cannot be compai^l whh 
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th^ <4*1^6 ]|^ excepting in cbace, 

«wio«i> dive Ibr dkdls end 
eeaneggl, bc^d tfaeir tte fti«; «nd if 

tlie^ ne^eet oi dieee dadeti, iiMur the dbjde^ie of thdr 
huihai^ in or kktked most aeverdy. 

Byi^y in his niumfive of the loss of the Wager, describes the 
bniitail condect of dbe of these Indians, who actually killed his 
child for a moM triding The' Patagonians are devot- 

edly attached to their olHbpring. In infancy they are carried 
behind the saddhi of the mother, within a sort of cradle, in 
which th^ are secucriy fixed. The cradle is made of wicko'- 
work, about %oiir feet long and one foot wide, roofed ovar with 
twigs like the frame of a tilted waggon. The child is swad- 
dled up in skins, with the fur inw’ards or outwards according 
to the" weather. At night, or when it rains, the cradle is 
covered with a skin that ef^tually keeps out the cold or rain. 
Seeing one of these cradles near a woman, I began to make a 
sketch of it, upon which the mother caUed the father^ who 
watched me most attemtivelj, and hrid the cradle in the posi- 
tion whibh I cmnddered mcwt advantageous for my sketch. 
The completion of the drawing gave them both great pleasure, 
and during tht; afternoon the father reminded me repeatedly 
of liavirg painted bis child (** pintado su hijo.”) 

, One circumstance deserves to be noticed, as a proof of their 
good feeling towards ns. It will be recollected that three 
Indiana, of the party with'Hvhani we first communicated, accom- 
panied us as^ as Cape N^jro;, where they landed. Upon oui 
arrival on this occarion, I tras mtH, on landing, by mie of tliem. 
who asked fm my son, to whmn they had taken a great fancy : 
u))6n rny say^S h« wto <m bcM|ld, the native 1^^ me will 
a bunch of nltMr foathbiis, 

sent to every <me in the J^t. He Stitt carried a large <{aantit 3 
under his al^, upll^ butidtiii^ Ci^ nine feathen 

in each; and soim afterMu^ wl^^ a boat die Beagh 
landed Tyi|| Cia^ptito Sc^i fj»d went to meet them 

but finding thetn ant 

present. 
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In the evening ray son landed, when the mm Indian eame 
down to meet Urn, ap}>earecl delight^ to see bijtn» and 
aented him with a hunch of feathers, of the same dze as those 
which he had distributed iu tJie morning. At this, our second 
visit, there were about fifty Patagonian men assembled, not 
one of whom looked more than fifty*five years of age. They 
were generally IxHwccn five feet ten tmd six Sect in height : 
one man only exweded six feet~whose dimensions, mea3m*ed 
by Captain Stokes, were as follows 2 ~ 


ft. in. 

Height 6 If 

Roiindtheehest*. 4 H 

Do. loins 3 4} 


I had before remarked ‘ the disproportionate largeness of 
head, and length of bo<ly of these {XJOple, as compared with the 
diminutive size of thdr extremities ; and, on this visit, my 
ojiinion was further confirmetl, for such appeared to lie the 
general character of the whole tribe ; and to this, jierhaps, may 
lx attributed the mistakes of some former navigators. Magal- 
haens, or rather Pigafetta, w^as the first who descrilxd the 
inhabitants of tlie southern extremity of America as giants. 
He met some at Port San Julian, of whom one is deserilxd 
to I)e “ so tall, that our heads scarcely came up to his waist, 
and his voice’ was like that of a bull.’' Herrera,^ however, 
gives a less extravagant account of thew : he says, the least 
of the men was larger and taller than the stoutest man of 
Castile and Maxim. Transylvauus says they were in height 
ten jmlms or s}3ans ; or seven feet six inches.'' 

In Loyasa’s voyage (1526), Herrera mentions an interview 
with the natives, who came in two canoes, the sides of which 
were formed of the ribs of w liales." The people in them wert‘ 
of large size some called them giants ; but there is so little 
conformity Ixtween the accounts given concerning them, that 
I shall lx silent on the subject''"!* 

As I^oyasa's voyage w^as undertaken immediately after tlx* 
retiim of Magalhj^ns' expedition, it is probabfe tlut, from the 

• Uumey, *. p. 33. t Ibid. p. t3f>. 
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impiwiwttonAJ^ from Pigafetta’s narrative^ many thought 
the In^Han« whom they met muRt be giants, whilst others, not 
finding them so large as they expected, spoke more cautiously 
on the subject ; but the people seen by them must have been 
Fuegians, and not those whom we now recognise by the name 
of Patagonians. 

Sir Francis Drake's fleet put into Port San Julian, where 
they found natives ‘ of large stature and the author of the 
^ World Encompassed,’ in which the alxive voyage is detailed, 
speaking of their size and height, supposes the name given 
them to have been Pentagonea^ to denote a stature of five 
cubits, viz. seven feet and a half,” and remarks that it descTil)c*d 
tlie full height, if not somewhat more, of the tallest of them.’*' 
They spoke of the Indians whom they met within the Strait 
as small in stature.^* 

The next navigator who passed through the Strait w'as 
Sarmiento; whose narrative says little in proof of the very 
superior size of the Patag«mians. He merely calls them Gerite 
Grande,”.!: and los Gigantes but this might have originated 
from the account of Magalhaens’ voyage. He piuticuJarises 
but one Indian, whom they»made prisoner, and only says bis 
limbs are of large size Es crecido de/miembros”) This 
man was a native of the land near Cape Monmouth, and, 
therefore, a Fuegian. Sarmiento was afterwards in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gregory Bay, and had an encounter with the 
Indians,* in which he and others were wounded ; but he does 
ru t speak of them as l)eing unusually tall. 

After the establishment, called ‘ Jesus,’ was formed by 
Sarmiento, in the very s}x>t wliere ‘ giants ’ had been seen, no 
pet>ple of large stature, are mentioned, in the account of the 
colony ; but Tome Hernandez, when examined before the 
Vice-Roy of Peru, stated, ‘‘that the Indians of the plains, who 
are giants, communicate with the natives of Tierra del Fuego, 
who are like them.§ 

Anthony Knjjvet’s account Jj of Cavendish’s second voyage 

Biirnoy, i. 318, t Ibid, i, 324, t Sarmiento, p. 244. 

§ barmiento’s Appendix, xxix. )| Purchas, iv. ch. 6 aiul 7. 

von. I. 


H 
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(nrhich is contained in Purchas)^!^ not consider^ credible. He 
describes the Patagonians to l)e fifteen or sixteen spans in height ; 
and that of tlicse cannibals, there came to them at one time 
above a thousand ! The Indians at Port Famine, in the same 
narrative, are mentioned as a kind of strange cannibals, short 
of body, not atove five or six spans high, very strong, and 
thick made.* 

The natives, who were so inhumanly murdered by Oliver 
Van Niwrt, on the Island of Santa Marta (near Elizabeth 
Island), w'cre descrilied to be nearly of the s^ime stature as the 
common people in Holland, and were remarked to lie broad 
and higli-rh«ated. Some captives were taken on board, and one, 
a lx}y, informed the crew that there was a tril)e living farther 
in-Jand, named ‘ Tiremenen,' and their territory ‘ Coin 
that they were great people, like giants, being from ten to 
tivelve feet higli, and that they ainie to make war against 
the other tril)es,*j* whom they re])roachetl for being eaters of 
ostriches f’J 

- Spilbergen (1615) says he saw a man of extraordinary 
stature, >vlio kept on tlie higher grounds to observe the ships ; 
and on an island, near the entrance of the Strait, wi?re found 
the dcatl bodies of two natives, wrapped in tlie skins of jxn- 
guins, and very lightly covertKl with earth; one of them was 
of the eoiiimon huniaii stature, the other, tl>e journal says, 
was two feet and a half longer.^ The gigantic appearance of 
the man cm the hills may jx?rhaps lx» explained by the optical 
deception w e ours^elves exj>erienced. 

Le jMaire and Schouten, whose acet^unts of the graves of 
the Patagotiians agret! pret-isely witli what we noticed at Sea 
Bear Bay, of tla* laxly Ixdng laid on the ground covered with 
• Buniev, ii. p. 

t The tribcj^ desonbed h\ this boy art* the 

1. Ktmtftitc*), irthabiung a place called Karay. 

2. KenncUa- Karainay. 

3. Karaiko Morine. 

4. Ktum, Uit U io which the Indian**, whom they murdered, 

I Mnrnvvj, I'i, 215. Ibhl. ii. 334,. 
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a heap of stmies, describe the skeletons as measuring ten or 
eleven feet iti lengthy the skulls of which we could put on our 
heads in the manner of helmets f 

The Nodales did not see any j>eople on the northern side of 
the Strait ; those with whom they communicated were natives 
of Tierra del Fuego, of whose form no particular notice is 
taken. 

Sir John Narborough saw Indians at Port San Julian, and 
describes them as people of a middling stature : well-sliaped. 
♦ ♦ ♦ Mr. Wood was taller than any of them.*” He also 
had an interview with nineteen natives upon Elizabeth Island, 
but they were Fuegians. ^ 

In the year 1741, Patagonian Indians were seen by Bulkley 
and his aanpanions. They were mounted on horses, or mules, 
which is the first notice we have of their possessing those 
animals, 

Duclos do Giiyot, in the year 1766, had aa interview with 
seven Patigonian Indians, who were inounted on horsc's 
equipped with saddles, bridles, and stirrups. The shortest of 
the men moasuml five feet eleven inches and a quarter English. 
The others were considerably taller. Their chief or leader 
they called ‘ Capitan."^ 

Bougainville, in 1767, landed amongst the Patagonians. Of 
their si Zi he remarks : They have a fine shaj>e; among those 
whom V i* sa>v, not one was lielow five feet ten inches and a 
quarter (English), nor above six feet two indies and a half in 
height. Their gigantic ap|>earance arises from their pro- 
digiously broad shouldei's, the size of their heads, and the 
thickness of all their limbs. They are robust and w^ell fed : 
theii nerves are braced and their muscles strong, and suffidently 
hard, Src.''^ This is an excellent account ; but howdiflerent is 
that of Commodore Byron, w1k> s^iys, One of them, wdio 
afterwards appeai*ed to be chief, came towards me ; he was of 
gigantic stature, and seemed to realise the tales of monsters in 
a human shape : he had tbe skin of some w ild beast throw n 
over his shoulders, as a Scotch Highlander w^ears his plaid, 
JUid was painted so as to make the moat hideous appearance I 

H 2 
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ever beliekl : mutid one eye was a large circle of whiter a circle 
of blapk surrounded the other, and the re»t of his body was 
streaked with paint of different colours. I did not measure 
him ; but if I may judge of his height by the proportion of 
his stotiire to my own, it could not be less than seven feet. 
When this friglitful colossus came up, we muttered somewh^ 
to eacl) other as a salutation, fee.”* After this he mentions a 
of most enormous size x*" and again, when Mr. Gum- 
ming, tlie lieutenant, joined him, the commodore says, “ Before 
tl)e song was finished, Mr. Gumming came up with the tobacco, 
and I could not but smile at the astonishment which I saw 
expressed in his countenance upon jx'rceiving himself, though 
six wo indies high, bec^ome at once a pigmy among giants, 
for these people may, indetxl, more properly lx? called giants 
than tall men : of tlie few among ns who are full six feet high, 
scaix'ely any are broad and muscular, in proportion to their 
stature, but look rather like inert of the common bulk gniwn 
up jiccidentally to an unusual height; and a man who should 
measure only six feet two indies, and ecpially excet^d a stout 
well-set man of the common stature in breadth and muscle, 
would strike us rather as being of a gigantic race, than as an 
individual accidentaHy anomalous ; our sensations, therefore, 
upon seeing five hundred p^iple, the shortest of whom were 
at least four inehes tailler, iuid bulky in projKirtioii, may 1v 
easily imagined.”-f' 

"[’his account was published only seven years after the 
voyage, and the exaggeration, if any, might have been exposed 
by numbers. There can be no doubt, that among five hundred 
jxrsons several were of a large size; but that all were four 
inches taller than six feet must have Ixvn a mistake. The com- 
modore says, that lie caused them all to be ^ated,*" and 
in that jxisition, from tlic length of their bodies, they would 
certainly appear to lie of very Wge stature.^ 

• Hawks wort h’jj Coil, j 2S, t Ibid. 

J See a letter from Mr. Charles C%rke, an officer on board the Hoi- 
phin, to ALIf.j.eecretary of the Royal Society, dated Nov. .'5, 

{ipyal-Society on 12th April 17b7, aud pnblisbed in 

the 
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Shortly afterwards^ Wallis, in the neighlK>urhood of Cape 
Virgins, communicated with the same jieople, and as the story 
of the Patagonian giants had been spread abroad, and was 
very much discredited, he earned two measuring rods with 
him ; and says, in his narrative, We went round and mea- 
sured those that appeared to l)e the tallest. One was six feet 
seven inches high, several more were six feet five^and six feet 
six inches ; but the stature of the greatest part of them was 
from five feet ten to six feet.*” 

In the voyage of the Santa Maria de la Cal)cza,* 1786, it 
is relateii that the height of one or two Patagonians, with 
whom the officers had an interview, was six feet eleven inches 
and a lialf (of Burgos), which is equal to six fet?t four inches 
and a half (English). This man wore a sword, on which was 
engraved “ For el Bey Carlos III.,'*' and 8]X)ke a few w’ords 
in Spanish, proofs of his having had counn unicat ion with some 
of the Spanish settlements. It dex's not, however, appear from 
tlie account ‘that there were many others, if any, of that 
height. 

Of aU the above accounts, I think those by Bougainville and 
Wallis the most accunite. It is true, that of the numl>er we 
saw, none measured more than six feet two inches ; but it is 
possible that the preceding generation may have been a larger 
race of people, for none that saw could have been alive at 
the time of Wallis'‘s or Byron \s voyage. The oldest certainly 
were the tallest ; but, without discrediting the accounts of 
Byr*>n, or any other of the modern voyagers, I think it pro- 
bable that, by different mode of life, or a mixture by 
marriage with the southern or Fuegian trilxs, which we know 
has taken place, they have degeneratetl into a smaller race, and 
have lost all right to the title of giants ; yet their bulky, 

the fifty- seventh volume of the Phil, Trims,, port i, p. 75, in which on 
exagfTfjjpated account is given of this meeting. The men are described to 
be eight feet high, and tho vroinen seven and a half to eight f#et, “ They 
are prodigious stcNit, and as well And proportionably made as ever 1 saw 
pepple in my life.” This communication was probably intended to cor- 
roborate the commodore’s account, 

• Ultimo Viage, p. 21, 




102 FOEMEB ACCOUNTS OF FATACONlAlirS. 

muscular forms, mid length of body, in some measure bear 
out the above accounts ; for had the present generation pro* 
portionate limbs, they miglit, without any exaggeration, justify 
the. account of Commodore Byron. The Jesuit Missionary 
Falkner,* who, fi*om an intercourse of forty years with the 
Indians of South America, must be considered as one of the 
best authorities, says, speaking of a Patagonian nailjed Canga- 
pol, ‘‘ This chief, who w as called by the Spaniards the Cacique 
Bravo, -j- was tall and well-proportioned ; he must have b^n 
seven feet and some indies in height, because on tiptoe I could 
not l eacli the top of his head : I w^as very well acquainted 
with him, and went some journe 3 ^s in Ids company: I do not 
recollect ever to have seen an Indian that was above an incli 
or two taller than Cangapol. His brother Sausimian was but 
about six fet^t high. The Patagonians or Puelches are a largo* 
IxKiial jieople ; but I never heard of that gigantic race which 
others have mentioned, though I have seen persons of all the 
diflerent tribes of the Southern Indians.'’ 

This is an account in 1746, only twenty years liefore that of 
Bougainville. Taking all the evidence together, it may be con- 
sidered, that the medium height of the mak*s of these» southern 
tribes is almut five fwt eleven inches. The women are not so tall, 
but are in projKirtion broader and stouter : they are geuernlly 
plain-featured. The head is long, broad and flat, and tlic 
forehead low, with the hair growing within an inch of the eye- 
brows, which are bare. The eyes sive often placed obliquely, 
and have but little expre.ssion, the nose is generally rather flat, 
and tunied up; but we noticed several widi that feature 

• Falkurr, accordiji\r to Dean Furies, was ori^^inally engaged in the 
slave trade at Buenos Ayres ; but aftiTwards Invame a Jesuit, and studied 
in tlie college at Cordova, where, to an eminent knowledge of medicine, 
lie added (hat of theology. He is the author of a description of Pata- 
gonia, puldished ir* London slier the expulsion of the Jesuits,— 

^ la I fiMoria Civil del Pnrngwiff^ JSitenos y Tuaman^ jior el 

Doctor Don (ircgoiio Fune,$^ nu 23, not€% PMuhed at Bum&$ 

Bvo. 18J7d 

t See Dean Funes’s account of Buenos Ayres, and of the Indisu tribes 
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stmighty lUid sometioies aquiline: the mouth is wide, with 
prominent lips, and the chin is rather large ; the jaws arc 
broad, and give the fece a square appearance ; the neck is 
short and thick ; the shoulders are broad ; the chest is broad, 
and very full ; but the arm, particularly the fore-arm, is small, 
as are also the foot and leg ; the body long, large and fat, but 
not corpulent. Such was the appearance of those who came 
under my observation. 

As to their character, the Patagonians are friendly, without 
that disposition to quarrel, after the novelty of first acquaintance 
has worn off, which is so common among savages in general. 
This probably arises from interested motives, certainly not from 
fear, unless it bo the fear of l>eing avoided instead of visited 
by the ships which pass by, and from which they procure 
many useful articles, and many temporary gratifications. 

Swords, long knives, tobacco, Paraguay tea, bits, saddles, 
guns, lead for balls, red cloth, beads (pirticularly of a sky- 
blue colour), flour, sugar, and spirits, »are much desired in 
exchange for their |x*ltry and guanaco meat ; but they have 
no idea beyond that of siitisfying the wants of the moment. 

After a few pounds of tol>acco had lyeen distributed amongst 
them, although they are very fond of smoking, it In'came quite 
a drug, j?nd it was necessary to produce something new to excite 
their attention. From Maria’s influence, and 'the reference 
so constantly made to her, it would seem that slie was con- 
sidered as cacique of the tribe ; but her apparent superiority 
may arise from her conn<^\ion with Bysante, of whom they all 
spoke as ‘ El Cacique Grande,' or from the attention |>aid to 
her by ships with whom they communicate. 

The people of this tribe seemed to live together harmoniously; 
no bickerings or jealous feelings were aliservtxl, mid certiiinly 
none were expi*essed by any one of our bulky friends on 
witnessing another receiving a valuable present, or a good 
exchange for bia, property. 

At sunset our people were ordered to embark, upon which 
the price of Patagemten goods immediately fell, at least, a 
thousand par cent., thougli many held back in expectation of 
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the nett day. Maria put into the Ixmt, ’ alter my 
her go on board to' pass the night, two ba^ am%k<tet 
send her flour and sugar. She was most im}XWtdiMm^|bflr a^na 
ardientc, which, however, I refused. Her cemstMit my waij 
“ It is very good to be drunk ; I like drinking much ; 
rum is very good. — Give me some ?” (‘ Muy bueno ea botaoho, 
mucho mi gusta, mucho mi gustade beber,tauy4>uetm es aqua 
ardiente. — Da me no mas?’) ■ ’ 

Among them was a Fuegian Indian ; but it did not appear 
clearly whether he was living with them permanently, or only 
on a visit. Some of us thought we understood the account of 
one of the Patagonians, who seemed to be the most interested 
about him, to be, that a master of a sealer had left him amongst 
them. We knew him instantly by his, «]ualid and compara- 
tively diminutive appearance, and were confirmed in bur ideas 
by bis recognition of the'wca'ds ‘ Hosay ’ and Shertoo.’ The 
Patagonian name for a ship is ‘ Carro grande,’ and for a Iwat 
if Carro chico,’ a mixture of their own and the Spanisli lan- 
guage. All that I could understand of his history was, that he 
was Cacique of some Indian tribes at a distance: he was 
evidently a great favourite, and although Maria ^ke generally 
w'ith much contempt of the F uegian Indians, she had patronised 
this stranger, for he lived in her toldo, and shared all the 
presents that were made to her. 

The following morning it rained hard, and Wew so Iresli a 
gale, from the westward, that it would have becai dmigerous to 
send a Ixmt on shore : and I was obliged to weigh without 
landing the things wluch I had prmnised. After we were under 
weigh, the weather cleared partially, when we bbservwl Maria 
on the beach, mounted on her white horse, with othars watching 
our departure, and when it was evid«it thait we were really 
gone, she rode slowly back to her toldo, no doubt ccmriderably 
vexed.- I was veiy sorry to treat them iw this yn^t fear their 
conduct towards us had been open and firierrfly. All I could 

htqie to do, to make amends, was to sotnething of Jvaluc 

at my return. ^ v ' ■[[, 

We irteered across the Bay of St, FhOip, - by 
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the Beagle,^ teft the Strait of Magalhaens with a fair wiiwl^ 
and, after it favourable {masage, rcatrhed Monte Video on the 
84th April 1837 . 

From Monte Videc> we went to Kio de Janeiro, to procure 
store??, and prepare for another voyage to the Strait. On our 
arrival I the. Commander dn-chiers leave to apply to 

the Lord High Admiml for permission to employ a tender, to 
facilitate the surveys of the sounds and deep channels, in the 
neighbourhood of the Strait,^ and the inner sounds on the west 
coast ; for which, neither the Adventure, nor the Beagle, were 
adapted ; and X thought it best to delay our departure until an 
answer to my application was received. 

• We left Gregory Bay in the morning, and passed Cape Virgins in 
the evening of the same day. 



CHAPTER VIL 


Leave Rio dc Janeiro — Santos — St. Catherine's— Mdnte Video— Pt»r- 
chase the Adelaide schooner, for a Tender to the Adventure — Ijoave 
Alonte Video— -Beadle g^oes to Port Desire — Shoals off Capo Blanco 
— Bcllaro Rock — Cape Virgins — Possession Bay — First Narrow — 
Race — Gregory Bay — View — Tomb — Traffic with Natives — Cordial 
meeting — Afaria goes on board — Natives intoxicated — Laredo Bay- 
Port Famine. 

We were ready to resume our voyage early in September 
(1827) ; but not having received any communication by the 
packet, from the Admiralty, relative to the purchase of a 
tender, I determined to await the arrival of the next, early in 
October. I was again disappointed, and very reluctantly left 
Rio de Janeiro, on the 16th, for Monte Video ; but that I 
might still benefit by the ordei*s which were sure to be iji the 
following packet, I determined uj>on calling at Santos, and 
St. C’athcrine'’s, for chronometrical observations; leaving the 
Beagle to wait for letters conveying the decision of his Royal 
Highness the Lord High Admiral. 

We reached Santos on the 18tli, and staid there until the 
28th. In this interval I paid a short visit to St. Paul’s, for the 
purpose of making l>arometrical obsen^ations.’*^ At St. Catiie-’ 

• Oii our pa««age from Santos to St. Catherine’*, in latitude 2^ south, 
we caught B * i]o\ph\n' (Coryphetm), the maw of which I found 
with fthells, of Argonnuta tuherciUom^ and all containing the * Octopus 
Oegth^e^ that has been found aa it« inbahitiint. Most of iho 

specimen* were crushed by the narrow passage into the stomach, but tin* 
smaller ones Were quite |>erfect, and had been «o recently swallowed that 
I was enabled to presene several of vanoos sizes containing the animal. 
To some of them was attached a nidus of eggs, which was depoelted be- 
tween the animal and the spire. The shells varied in siaa frptn twd*thirds 
of Oh Jiieh to two aud a half inchea in ieugth ; each oohtmn^d an octopus, 
the and of which was so completely adapted to that of the 





for ssco^niing the nit^ cbron^etm, I obtained 
netic observ{Ai(His. 

After a tedious vojage of nineteen days fhan St. Catherine’s, 
I arrired at Monte Vide^^ and there received intelligence that 
the long-wished perliiission from the Lord Hi^ Admiral, to 
procure a tender, bad been obtained. I accordingly purchased 
a schoonw, which I named the Adelaide, and appointed T-ion - 
tenant Graves to the command. Five months’ additional pro- 
visions for both vessds were purcbased, and put into her; and 
on the 2 ^ Decerobfc-, after running up the river to complete 
our water, we sailal out by the southern entrance, passing to 
the westward of the Archimedes’ Shoal, and proceed^ wit^ut 
farther detention to the southwanl. 

On the 1st of Jmiuaiy (in latitude 43” 17' and long. 61“ 9 y, 
I was informed that we were close to a rock. Upon going rni 
deck, I saw the object ; but in a very short time I j)erceiv«i it 
was a dead whale, upon whose half-putrid body large flocks of 
birds were feeding. Many on bomi were, however, sceptical, 
until, on passing to leewanl, the strong odour testifled the fact 
Its appearance certainly was very like the stunmit of a dark 
brown rock, covered with weeds apd barnacles, and the myriads 
of birds which surrounded it added to the deception. It could, 
however, be distinguished by its buoyancy ; for the wato- did 
not break over it, as of course it would have dime had it 
been a fixed body. Such is probably tlie origin of half the 
‘ vigias’ that are found on the charts. Whales, when struck 
by the fisherit, fretjuwitly escape and perishi 5 ^ (»trca» then 
floats on the «iur£u% of the sta, until deoompceed or eaten 
by birds and fli^ A innall vessel striking agite such a 
mass, would piobaUy W wvowly inji^ the 

shell, Ihat it seentsd *• if the J^ll Incre^d with the animat’a groir^ 
When 10 tnsny learned nsturslfris have diiiwsd so, nuueihdly as to the 
chwafito of %.fehabitote oCiho 

in me to exprssa opinkm; 1 tiiecefora merely mention the fact, 

Md state that?la iwi tOts spidriill ctwiiexkm 

bet,reentheaniiiMl.ai«lil»»hal^.;f^,^ , :■ : _ , 
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body» from its buoyancy md the sea not breaking against it, 
would not be readily seen. 

On the 4th, l)eing about one hundred miles to the N*E. of 
Cape Blanco, I communicated nvith Captain Stokes, and gave 
him directions to proceed to Port Desire for chronometric^ 
observations, and then follow me immediately to Cape Fair- 
weather or Cape Virgins. We had light winds during the 
night, so tliat the Beagle made very little progress. In the 
afterncxm, Caj^ Blanco, a long level-topfied ridge, came in 
sight, of which g(xxi views are ^ven in Lord Anson's voyage. 
We^steere^l towards the land, and at six o'clock w^ere in eiglv* 
teen fathoms, the rmky hill at the extremity of the Cape 
liearing S, 10° E. thirteen miles; at seven o'clock, the same 
hill' was six miles and a half off*, l>earing S. 3° E., when we 
observed a line of rippling water, extending from east to as far 
a.s we could see on tlie south horizon. The depth was seven- 
tetm falfmms, but as we prex^eeded it gradually decreased to 
twelve and ten, and soon afterwards to seven fatlioins, when 
the Bi^igle was observed to be firing guns ; but whether (hey 
wcae intended to wani us of daiigt?r, or as signals of her own 
distress, we co\dd not detennine, and I hauled to the wind to 
cross where the ripple appeared k*ast violent. In jjassing 
through it we hml not less than seven fathoms, and then it 
dvejieiied tt> tw’elve and fifteen fathoms. We had now leisure to 
attend to llte Beagle, and saw that lier .signals were only to 
warn us, lor hhe Imd resumed her course under a press of sail 
After steering four miles to the S.E., we again foum! our- 
\kAsX cVv m v<\\\A\ vVve Soaked 

rix ia^voms. ll Xmng then datV, and not knowing kow to 
proceed, we shortenerl soil and brought to the wind, in order 
that if the ship struck it might be with less force ; but hap- 
pily wc passed on without any further decrease of sountliiigs. 
In going through the ripple, the Adelaide, though da?{>ly 
laden, behaved well. 

Commodore Byron ]>as8ed over these shoals, which be describes 
as lying at a greater distance from the shore : it was to avoid 
thcnl that we passed so near the land. 
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During tlieibUowing evening there was a very heavy dew> 
the never-failing prognostic of a northerly wind ; the horizon, 
also, WHS very hazy, and the water j)erfectly smooth. We were 
not more than ten miles off shore, yet the land was completely 
distorted in appearance by mirage. 

Next morning we were very close. to the ia)sition assigned to 
the Bellaco, or St. Estevan’s Shoal, the existence of which has 
been very much doubted. It was discovered by theNodales, and 
in the diary of their voyage is thus described : ‘‘ At 15 v e o'clock, 
or later in the evening, we discmmtd a rock a-wash {‘ una baxa 
cjiie lalmba la mar en ella') al>out five leagues frtmi the slioro, 
more or less. It is a very deceitful rock (‘Es muy bellaco baxo'), 
because it is under watt?r, over whicli, in fine weather and 
sniooth water, the sea 1)reaks. We sounded near it, and found 
twenty-six fathoms stony bottom. Its latitude is 48*2’', accord- 
ing to our noon observation, and the course and distance we 
have since run." ’^ 

The late l)<m Felipe Bauza, one of the com))anions of Males- 
pina, informed me, that on the voyage of the l)€^ul)ierta and 
Atrovida, their bouts were sent to kmk for it, but were unsuc- 
cessful 

At nocm we were in lat. iS' W S., long. G6'’ 6% dej'th forty- 
two fathoms, but without any signs of the Bcdlaco. Sailing 
on, the coast was seen in the ncighlxmrVitxKl of BeiU'by Hcmi (so 
named fmm its resemblance to the well-known yiromontorv). 
AihTwaids, Cape Fairweatlier came in sight, and on the 
10th CaiK Virgins, which we passed in the evening, and, half 
.m \\ov\v tovwvAm^ we agau\ entered l\\e 

Slvait of Magiilhaens; and ancliured near tlie northeni 
shore. 

In Fo.^session Bay we were detained several days, although 
re|)eated attempts to pass the First Narrow were anxiously 
made. ;; 

One evening, clouds gathered, and the weather assumed such 
a threjitening appearance, that I expected to be obliged to run 
to sea ; but to our surprise, when the cloudy mass seemeti on 
* Ni>dale^p.48. 



11^ FIRST KAttSOW— ’Kies. 1^. 

the point of bunting over us with a deluge of rain, ft suddatly 
vanished, and was succeeded by a beautifuily ctear mid fine 
night. Tliis favourable appearance gave us hopes of being 
able to make good our entrance on the following day ; but a 
fresh gale set in, and kept iis at our anchorage. 

Early on the 14th we made another fruitless attempt to pass 
the First Narrow. As the Adelaide sailed under our stern, 
Lieutenant Graves inlbrmed me tlmt he had lost an anchor, 
and hat! only one left, to which he had iKmt his chain-cable ; 
and that slie had ^i])ped so much water in attemptin|r to belit 
through, that he was on the |K>int of asking pennistdon to bear 
up when we ourselves gave up the attempt. It blew too hard 
to give any assistance to the Adelaide, but next moming, 
when the weather w^as more moderate, I adzed an opportunity 
of stmding our two kedge anchors ; and in the afternoon wc 
supplied her w ith some water and other necessaries, so that she 
was compiiratively well off, and my anxiety on her account 
much relieved. 

Fires on the Put^ian side had l)een kept up since our arri- 
val, but we could not distinguish any inhabitants; on the 
Patagonian shores wc saw a great number of guanacocs feeding 
quietly, a pr<K>f of there lieing no Indians near them. 

On the 16th, the w calhiT appc*aring favourable, cair anchor 
was weighed, and, with the Adelaide, wc soon entered the 
sluice of the Narrow, proceeding rapidly, though the wind bJew^ 
hard against us. The tide t:arried us to an anchorage?, about 
four miles bevond the western entrance?, and it was slack water 
wrhea the anchor was drop}>etl ; but, no srxmer had the streuin 
tuiTKHl, than we found ourselves in the midst of a * nice,^ 
and during the w hole tide, the water broke furiously over the 
shi]). At slack water we got underweigb, but the Adelaide 
not being able (from the sStrength of the tide), to purchase her 
ancdior, was obligtd (a slip the cable: it was fortunate that 
we bad Kuppli*^! Iier wilJi our keclges, or she would tlten have 
been witliout an anchor. l*he night was tempestuous, and 
although reached a much qokfter birtb^ the Addhide 
considerably ; Wd sik? at the moiwiigV ^chorage, 
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in ord^ to save her «id cable, we should probably 

never have sceq her again.- 

The succeeding nioming, after a hard beat to windward, 
Ixrth vessels anchored in Gregwy Bay. No Indians were in 
tile neighlxjuAood, or we should Ijave seen their fires. In the 
afternoon the wind moderated, and as there was every appear- 
ance of fine weatlier, I remaiiuxl u> survey the coast. 

On the summit of the' land, about half a mUc.northward of 
the exfremity of the Cape, wliile Lieutenant Graves and 1 were 
taking bt*arings, atid making obstwations, two guanacoes came 
up and stood ndghing at us ; the ob-servation, however, was 
of consequence, and as they were not disturbed, they remained 
watching us for some minutes before they took alarm and 
fled. . ' 

Lleutenjmt Wickbmn and Mr. Tarn tnrule an excursion to 
the summit of the Table Land, previously descrilwd as extend- 
ing from the low hind Ik-IuiuI the S«'cond Narrow to the N.K., 
in tlie direction of Mount Aymotal, and were ampiv repaid 
for a fatiguing walk, with the thcnnoniifter at 81 l>y a magni- 
ficent vit w ; Ci:q*e Possession to the eiistward, and to the south 
t!ie mountains near Mount Tarn, eighty miles distant, were 
plainly distinguished. The view' to the- westward, stretch- 
ing over a Itirge extent of gnissj plains, was Ixnindvd hv lofty 
ranges of siiowH-appcd ujountains; but to the north it was 
iiiterc'-ptod by anothta- suinfnit of ifie mountain ujxni which 
ihf^y stiHKl, The country they pjDssal over was covered wxth 
short grass, through which a mass of granite iH-.casionaUy 
firutruded. Neither trees nor shrubs were obscrv;ed, excepting 
a few hcrhaceoU3 plants, and the Iterlwris; .i goose, s,hjk: 
ducks, snipe, and pbvers wen? sliot ; and gu.anttcoes were ticen 
at !) distance, but no ostriches, nor did tiny meet any Indians, 
Large fires were, Iwwevcr, kindled on laith shores of the strait, 
in answer to the fire which tliey made for ciK»king. In con- 
s-<(uence of those on the Patagonian a<ast apjx’aring so close 
to us, we exjx'cted a visit fi-ota tlte natives btdofc night, but 
t'tme made their oppmauce. 

Next morning, Mr. Graves accompwiicd'roe in a lioat to a 
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Station three miles within the Second on the north- 

side, and in our way we found the geological structiiie of the 
diflfe to be of a decoin }>o8ed elay-slate, arrang^ in strata, much 
distorted by the violent ai-tion of the water, and dispersed in 
vertical and inclined difet^tions in very thin laminte* 

These cliffs are about one hundred feet high, the soil a sandy 
alluvium, of a sterile character, scantily covered with a wiry, 
sAmteil grass, and hero and there a berl)eris bush, loatled with 
rifle fruit, which, from the poverty of the soil, was tasteless 
and dry ; the gnmnd was also, in many parts, over-^-un to a 
considonible extent with an insipid cranberry, scarceljr worth 
the trouble of galliering. 

We struck across the country, with the view of ex:annning 
the place w hoi*c the Indians were residing at our last visit, and 
the tomb which had then lieen erected. Grass had grown up, 
and cffaccxl the traces of fel^t ; but the tomb had suffered no 
farther alteration than the woatlicr xniglu have effected. W'e 
found that the place had Ix'cn recently visited by the natives, 
for witliin a few yards of the entrance were strewe<l the ashes 
of a large fire, containing vestiges of the former dm>rations of 
tlfe tomb, and the end of one of the ilag-staffs, with the uii!)urnt 
corner of imc of the Ixinncrs. Amongst the ashes, alvso, we 
found rak iiied lioues ; but whether they were human or not, 
we couici not ascertaiiv 

The disc-overy of the lx>nes impressed m with tfc idea that 
the IkkIv bad bt^n burnt, and determined me to examine tlu 
tomb. The bu9he« that. {iUc,d up the entrance appeared to lx- 
placed exactly as w hen we first saw them, and indeed the whole 
pile seeiTH^d to have reniaiiK’d quite undisturbed ; but there wa' 
no ap|)earana! of the brass nrnamentii, at of tht‘ effigies of the 
horses. 

Having effected an opening in the bushea, we found an 
inner covering, made of. horse-skins. Having cut two hoK-s 
opftoste each other, for live admission of %hb wfe saw nddiing 
but two |>anillel rr(’..s of tiiree in each row, probably 

intended os a Wer for the hfxiy or a oovaring for the grave ; 
but tije j^uiid jaxHtnd and betvero them a|^ 
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of liaving JU»u disturl^ed for burial.* As we hourly expected 
tBe Indmhs would arrive (the place l)eing in the direevt line of 
rlieir journey to the ships), and were unwilling to let them 
know we had disturbed the ^nctuaries of their dead, we restored 
the former appearance of the tomb ; and it was fortunate^ we 
did so, for three? women on horseback, carrying their chiUlreu . 
in cradles, with a quantity of skins, provisions, and other 
merchandise, evidently the harbingers of the tribe, made their 
(ippcarance, and immediately began to erect thenr tents. 

When we next went on shore we found several Indians 
arrived, and divided into thrive groups, with innnttes, ostrich- 
iVathers, skins, and joints of guanaco meat dhsplayecl for side. 

As the meat appeared fresii, it is probable that, on seeing 
us, the women were dcspalcheil to place the toldos, while the 
ir.t'M scl out to provide guanac(» meat, for tliey know our pat- 
riality for ihi.s excellent fo>d. When wv landed, an active 
b.u*ter began. 

k'rorn the haste and jividity sbowMi in offering tl>eir g(KKls, 
;»nii closing the Ixirgains, it si'eym^tl as if .thev were anxious 
r,i iu(;uojM)liy.e our articles of barter iKdbrc the rest of their 
]‘;»rty, or tribe airivtxK One old man attetnpte«l to cheat ; but 
riy interdiction of all fanber trallic: with him brought him to 
^ KTise of his crtxw, and I then made him a prestiit of skime 
iohacco and alhiwtd him to trade, which he afrerwanU dkh 
ith cheerfulness and honesty. 

OibU)f the jiarty was the Fuegian chief, whom I previously 
Jiuticed, a r^pialid, ineagre-looking man; but he was now 
II larged to ratagonion dimensions, by his improved diet and 
Huri' chierful MKxie of life. The apjiearance of liad weather 
>lj!igeii us to HuSpend the l>arter and get on Iniard. After we 
i ad rcachcil ihe ship, successive jwtics of the trilie arrivetl, 

• P alknrr in bis account of the bigial of ibe Aouthcra 

VaeagimiiutK— .that, after a certain intervt^, \hv bodies are taken out of 
' to!ab, and skeletons are made of them the womcn -tbe flevh uud 
’ ^trails imviug been hurot* It ia iltat in this case the body had 

so treated, and tbiU tbn dre near ft for the {mrpose of burwinf^ 
fioslt, It tililie flip twnd nroammi^ of the tomb. 
VOL. if , 
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luh'l formed the encanipmcnt. Among them, mounted on her 
U’hite horse, IMaria, who, duly escorted, paraded on tlie 
beach to challenge our jecoguitit)n. In the centre of the 
cncampriH'nt, a large fliig suspended from a txile was a signal 
to us, and showixl tlie jiositioo of her toldo. 

The next morning being hue, we landed near tlie encamp- 
nieiit, aru! were most cordially received, J I ariiil na% parti- 
cularly attentive, and embraced me closely, while her ttiinpa- 
ni(>us chaiinted in chorus a song of delight at our airiN ah 
When we n^ached her tc»ldo, a mat was spread out for 
me to sit on. Maria and her family placed thernsfdves in fnmt 
of me, while the rest sat round. Almost (be first tpiestion was 
an incpnrv for my son Vhilip, whom they called Felipe,^ ami 
t\\o or thrt<i skins were given to me for him. They then askt‘(i 
ibr our pilot on the former voyage, and w'ere much disa- 
jiointed to find he hafi left the ship. After a short convcrsatioh 
f returncil the two bags (which I luid so unwillingly carru^f 
!‘wav M mir last %isit), having filkil them with flour amt 
sugar, and tlu n pnHv-edcd to deliver our prc'sents. As eat It 
article was delivered into her haiuhs, she npt atwl, in Spanish, 
ni (^ay for this;'’ but upm a bit for her horse being j^re 
2ic»nte<i, i geiKnd l>urst of lulininition followed, and it was 
hamied njund the tvnts^ whilst each iiidividtml, as it passeil twti. 
Iwkixi, I tlwMigljt* anxious to Ix^ it$ {lossessor. 

Maria then beg^n to consider what ath^jmUe requital ahv 
c<ndd jJos.siblv make me. The result vvas, a pre?cnt of tw*. 
fiMUfles, otU' new, of guamir’o skin, and the otlier well w<in . 
of 2 orilIf» skin, lx?yides two or thixv skin« of Uie puma. Sli 
then produtxd a jiiccc of pip^r, cart^fully wrappexi up in caiua . 
cotUaining a letter, f*r lueinorandnm, left by Mr.*'Low, master 
of the TJxbriilge sisiler* mlilrisMx! to lifiy ahipma^ter pa^ssiih: 
tbrougli the Strait, appH4ng him of the frkmdly dif^posiiae' 
of the Indiana, and imp^rtmng lum with the ncceaatty of tre .■ 
ing them well, and mA demving than; for they had goi’^i 
inmories, and wdold ^rtcifiHly it/' 

'rhe advicy, no doubt, Wii» good; but I think th(» feai 

IPj wrtjH it whlr-th^ 
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forfeiting advantaged and comforts to lie derived from traffic 
would imiuce them to restrain their resentment. 

I brought no spirits ; for which, alter a short time, Maria 
asked, complaining that sl>e was very ill, and had sore eyes, 
and for some time past had nothing but water to drink, and 
w(xk 1 to smoke. Her illness w'as evidently assumed, but her 
i*ycs S(*eined highly inflamerJ ; and no wondej*. foi‘ the upper 
part of her face was snieare<l over with an oehtous red (Ug- 
nient, even to the very (xlge of licr eyelids : indeed, tlie whole 
tribe had ornamented theujselves similarly, in compliment I 
siij>])Ose, to our visit. 

As I prt'pared to return on lx»ard, Maria's inip»n*turutv 
induced me^to allow her t<» accompany nu‘. ; \i{xm which she 
began to muster up all her empty bags., old inantles, and skills^ 
and, aiteiuled l>y her husband, her brotiier-in-law, his wife and 
'iiughter, got into the boat. \Vlule gt>ing on board, the ^p^ay 
va>I)ed the painteil countenances td* emr visitors, much to their 

V jH)n n'aehing tin* ship, I ordertMl tiiem to !h- legalcd witli 
}i>eat and hisenit, of which they partook viry sparingh , hut 
o;ok i:aj‘e to }>ut what iTiiitiined into tlair fnigs, Some spirits 
aid wabr, t(K), which I thought would he s<m>u dispatefn d, 
mtl nbi<‘h liad lx'<*n plentifully diluttnl to pre vent their Iv ing 
made ti])sv, i hey eniplii'itl into Ixittles to take shore '•Mbr 
the evening/" when, Maria Siiiil, tluw’ woidel lx* very 
u’rivik.*’ 

Aiuong various things s^howii to amuse them was a muMcai 
simll‘dK»:* which I had pfiHmryd for tlx* e\pn*ss pnrpis.* <»i 
< xciiing tluir astonishment ; but I wjis surprised to lim?, tliat 
a })onnV'- winkle pr<Kluot^d a ten-fold greater eHt*ct u{)on iIk 
stasvs. This indiflferemx' to mtisiad sounds i should itot havi* 
suspected, because they fre<jiient!y sing, though certniu!}* in ^ 
monotonous matiher. 

Ah mnm on their waa comrludcd, the jmrty, (^cept 

Maria and the girls, mmmeitmr iNiitering their mantles ami 
jddns, and, l)y the time* tlndr stock w as expndeib rin^y I tad 
autas^^l a targe quamity of biscuit., iiad a bumilc of various 
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trifles, some of which they had attempted by pilfering* 
They made themselves so contented, that it was not without 
much difficulty we could persuade them to go on shore. 
Maria hod made her mind up to pass the night on Imrd, and 
so anxious were they all to remain, that it was only by giving 
Maria two liottles of spirits (which had been well diluted) 
tliat they wert‘ induced to get into the boat, and accxmipanj^ me 
ashore. Being a Itotidc, and low water, the boat grounded at 
a considerable distance from the beach ; seeing this, some of 
the Indians nMle into the water, and taking us up behind them, 
«onveyal us to the eucampinent, my pliute l)eingl>ehind Maria, 
the smell of whosi^ zoriilo-.sk in mantle was h.mlly bearable; 
but it was necessary to conceal our dislike of our companions 
os much as possible, for tliey ai'e very sensitive, and easily 
ortende<l. 

While waiting for the tide, we witnessi^d a drunken scene at 
Maria’s toldo. Fifteen jXTsons, seatetl around Vier, shared the 
sjnrfts she l^ad ohtaineil on Ixiard, until all were intoxic-ated. 
Some were siTeaining, others 1/mghing, .some stiipiticd, and 
some bellowing. The uprcKU* drew all the other Indians round 
the tent, vvho tenderiHl their assistance to cx>mjH>se their friends, 
ami we ret\inied to the ship. When we viriUxl them the Hoxt 
dav, thiirv were ipiite recovered, and gave us some guaiuico 
raeat, whicli had been bnnight in that morning. On cum- 
municating my intcntioji of prixi-eding on the voyagt*, Maria 
wished to kmnv when we should flnidi our ^^seal-killing,” 
and txmiv Ixick, 1 told her ‘‘in five uux^ns,” uprni which she 
emleavrnaeil to jx-rsuade me to ntuni in four, Ix-causc she 
wot)!J then have plenty of skins to Ixirter, 

I wrote a few lines to Cajitaiii Stokes, wrho, I expeiJtwi, 
would arrive in a day or two, commumcating my desire timt 
he should follow, as s<xm as to Port Famine, am! 

coMunitteiJ thf' letter to Maria’s cai^e, ^ho promised to deliver 
it to him ; then, taking leave of her and her companions, I 
emliarked, and procmled thnmgb the Setxmd Narn>w to ati 
anchorage off ( lajie Nc^gro* 

Our vUil to Gne^^ory Bay, and c^ommumcation witli the 
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Indians, furnished us with many additions to our zoological 
collection ; aiming them was a tiger-cat, which seemed, from 
the description, to be the Felu pajaros of the Eucyclopedie 
Methodique (the ** Chat de Pampa” of D'Azara). Maria gave 
me a very large liezoar stone, that was taken from tlie stomach 
of a guanacso. It is used medicinally by the Indians, as a 
remedy for bowel complaints.*^ 

Whilst we were at the anchorage before Cape NegiT>, Mr. 
Tarn and Mr. Wickham visited the lake at the back of Laredo 
llay, and saw two swans, which, from the colour of their 
jiinmago, seemed to be the black-necked swan of the Rivet 
Plata and of the Falkland Islands-f- (Dom Pemcttcy, ii. p.l48). 
They brought on iKiard with them a new s{>ccics of duck, 
which is descrilx'd in the proceedings of the Z(x>lt>gital S(x:iety 
as Anas specnlurts (Nob.), and a ^uiall bxjrrowing animal, of 
tlie rat trilx', that, from the character of its teeth, is prohalily 
of a genus not hitherto notcvl : it approaches nearest to 1\ 

< ’ ti V ier's Hehtmys^ 

\Vt‘ next anchored in Port Famine, where the tents, &c. 
v\ <;re replaced in their former |io.sitions, tbe ship was unrigged 
avA secured for the winter, and all liands set to work, prt par- 
i’.g the Adelaide for 

• medicitiHl property of (hi« intcsttiinl concrelion »» well known 
ve^.orever tUo nnimal w found. Mn-rocrave, in his I’rurratus t<»poii;ra- 
vt nieleorolojiflcusi fedio, [>..%, Ha- ' anivuahii 

g^eneiant lapido» lii! 2 t»arcft in ^imi ooofinrn ventriruii, qui 
u.jixiuji iesiitrmntuf contra veiwn a rt febra?? ad mliorundum et 

lot'HMllaridum cor, afleelus Materia*'" *\wi tfitiKTunurr «»unt herbrn 

virtutid,i|tiibuc( vescuntur naturjo inuUncUt »d nanitatciu tui^ndnin, 
:;'il ihorbos ct v«>ticiia«uptn&nduu). Hi lapidos invoniuntur in adult ioribu^v 
animulibuK ai^jue iiitcrduia tarn graudea, vit unutn in Italiam atUi- 
l<*vnv> qui pendot nnciuii c!«a» i»upni triginta/'— Mr. Thompson, on lutcs- 
linal t ^>ucretH>nf. 6e«s hi* Syo. of Chmiwtry, iv. 57b. 

t Anjiflr ufyroroiih* Edcvc* M^lhod., art. OrT>tU)ol lOS. 
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Find that the Cwttor bad be<*ri hnrnod — Anxiety for the Bengle*— Ux- 
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Port Gal I not. 

I'oKT I mmune lH>re evident marks uf having been visited in 
<>ur ubseiice })y the Indians, for a large fin^ apparenlly recent, 
had over-rnn the grass, and hunied the tret^s iijxin Point Santa 
Anna, particularly in that wJuroour Iniat bail beei> so care- 
fully coiu'caled. Kagvr to know whether she had (’scajied the 
fire, I lost no time in hastening: to the s[)ot, directly after th(' 
Adventure anchored, and found, as our fcm*s luul antkijiateil, 
that she had b^vu conipletely de>troyc<l, scarcely a vestige t>f 
her wo<k 1 reir#ainuig, an<l most of the iroiowork having bet o 
carried away ; for which, doubtless, the Indians h»<l set lu r 
on fire. 

The yhefks for the cooper aud arnu>uner, which had 
er<?i:ted with soint; pains, were alM> eiitiri:*lytr<>tisuined, and evi-i v 
thing fK)rtable ha^I earned aw'ay. Thtise things whi« h 

were of ikj iusc to them were either hn>kcn or biimi ; but sotuv 
of our station fx»h's f>n Point Santa Anim were left uninjurotl; 
as well as the tablet to the memory of Mr* Ainswortl: 

find the IkwB/s crew ; which was singular, Ix-caiw it w'as i^ecaini 
by inm grait value, iii their 

From tlte rn‘.sh traces of hor^fs in the neighbourliocKJ, we a: 
first sUsS|>iKtod the c4ntfl4gnition to have l>een by d-e 

Patagonians ; but wc Mxm fiwind we owed otir loas to the I 'ut - 
giaoB, for in two new* wigwinm were xttewed isomCi mnaiii^ 
cKir twiat* 

The Wt w iiiter .ippciimi to have been milder that pre- 
«seilh:kg it^ for Moam Saitiiianito « WH® 



Jan. 1828. 


mACm — UXURIDCK — LOW. 


119 


the southward^ over Fitton Bay, were so toverecl with snow, 
that not H particle of the roi’k could be sec*n ; but tins year 
many sj^ots were visible, Evjery thing else, however, indi- 
cated a bad sc'oson, and tlie berberis bushes and arbutus shrubs 
ha<l scai'cely any show of fruit ; which was rather a disapjxiint* 
merit, as the lierries of the former plant proved an agreealde 
addition to our fixxl last year. However, there was no scarcity 
of birds, ami wkli the sedino wc pren ured plenty of fish. 

The Beagle'’s long ami unexjiceted al>si*iK*e cauix:d us inuch 
u noisiness, and some apprelK-ndon for her wifety. Her visit to 
Vurt Desire ought not to have txrcupied more than three days, 
and her siijXTior sjiiling should have cualikKi ( -aptaiii Stokes 
to rejoin us in the entrance ‘<»f the Strait. People w'cre sent 
(lailv to Itxjk out fur her, and every ;som\Mling day mcrcased 
»>ur unvictv. 

A liing suca’M.sion of blowing .uul raiti; wcatlui* much 
i>njH.di'd our }irogi\^s uith the Adelaide ; but the Hope was 
hra^tal out, and jirejiared for service. 

Before davlight on the 14th I was infonetd that the Ikagle 
ea.s in the otTing. Blue lights were \mrnt, oiul lantenu 
sumediulely shown to guule her to live anchoraire ; but ouf 
(iisii jvointnierU was great when llh .stranger proved to Mr. 
'A , Iaiw's schooner, tlie b- \bridge. He had Ikh u scaling sifu!c 
^VovvuiIk r in the neighbourhocHl of Noir IdHud, near the outer 
vntraacc oi die Barlxira Channel, uml was cm Ids way to CajX' 
tovgory vu tm^ct elder bmlhei*, who hmi Ikvm CiJli'Cling 
sv:i-<’lcphanl oil at South Sl^tljaul. The Uxbriiige had entered 
l!v Strail from the Pacific, by the Magiluien H lmnncl,' which 
last year thought a Sound, amhhml attempted to explore in 
die Mope, but had Kvu de( 5 pivi*il by the alirupt change in the 
direction of tli’e Cbamiel at Gape Turiu 

At last {i*>n the SHtli), after the Beagle s al>!setH:e had Ixnm 
protiiU'U-d to mom than a uwnuh beyt>nd the time intenrfal, 
uc w<?re relieved {rmn pattiful anxi^y, aud imich rejoiced, by 
Mr. Tarn'u telling u» Ih^ had ju^ seen lier,^ and in two tiour^ 
al Ur wards i^^he arrived, 

< apiaiii Stokes^ to my gnm rarprise, lold me that he had 
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been examining the whole coast l)etween ^ort Desire and Cape 
Virgins, iiml for the last ten days hjid been detained in the 
Gallegos River by heavy gales of wind. He had sounded 
round, aiul fixed the jwsition of the Bellaco Rock, or St, 
van's Shoal, the existence of wliich had been so long dmibted. 
He had akso visitcxl and partially surveyed, the harbtnirs of 
Pori San «Iulian and Santa Cni^, Ijesides Coy Bay, and bad 
made almost n complete survey of the River Gallegos, which 
lie found to be a large and rapid river, whose entrance forms 
a sjmeious }x>rt : instead of being blocked up by a motind 
of sliingk* four or fiv e feet above the level of the sea, and 
having so small a stream as toescajx? the notice of Mr, Weddell 
as ]r* walketl along the lK*ach.^ Capo Fairweathcr is so ri'mark^ 
able, and so correctly plai'cd upon the chart, that Mr. Weddell, 
ifi his Rarcii for ttie river, must hiive very much dc'oeivtxl 
himself, I shi>iild tliink he must luive mistaken the raviiu 
describe<l ujmhi iny former visit, since that is the only part 
wliich at)swet.s liis desttriptiiai : it <rould not be Coy Hay, lx*- 
cause that ojxning, although of minor importance, has a Imaul 
Ixiat toHimunicaiion with tlie mi. 

(’apUiin Stokes descrilHxl the tide at the anchorage, within 
tite nuiutl) of the GaiJcgi>?is as running at the rate of five knots, 
and nsiog forty*si\ fix^t. From Mr, We<hle}r« acanmt, he was 
on the foint of pa^iang by without examining it; hut the wea- 
ther Ixdng fine^ lit* detenniiied to go in bis lioat and a*sa?iiaiii 
tiu? truth of tlva dcfciiptioti. it waa soon evident that the 
river waji large, and, retiinitng to Iuh ««hip, he lost no time in 
anchoring her within the entranix*, where «be roileout a heavy 
gale from S.W. 

The Bcagh left the Giillcg(>f» on tin? iSid, and reack^l i*ort 
Famine on the 28th, a very Kliott pasn^ge, ainoe rfie renmiind 
for a night and tin* gnatcr pait of a day at Gregory Bay, to 
conitnunicaie with the* natives. Wlicai approaching tlie Fir>t 
Nai row , f 'aptain Stok^ % oliaerveil a brig, apparently at anchor, 
under Cajie Orange, and ntii^iosifig Her either to Have fouiul 
a gotnl or to fee in towardis hi r. 
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Before he had reached within two ntile® of her, the Beagle 
touched the ground, but was extricated from the danger most 
tbrtimately, because it was nearly high water ; and had she 
remained a-ground during the tide, the consequences might 
have l)eeii serious—at least, she could not have been got off 
without lightening her considerably. Tlie brig proved to.be 
the Adeona (Mr. Low’s vessel), on her way to meet the Ux- 
bridge. In attempting to enter the narrow, she grounded 
on the slumls, and had been left dry. The following tide 
again floated her, and she was on the {xunt of getting under- 
weigh, when the Ik-agle hove in sight. Captain Stokes finding 
that the Adeona Inul rmived no damag(% proceeded to Gregory 
JkiV- 

by the Beagle's arrivfd we were iiiff>rn»ed of the death of 
Lieutenant Ilol)ert H- Sholl, after an illness often dass. Jlis 
K :uains were interred at Port Sun Julian, where a tablet was 
iiected to his memory. 

'This excellent young inau's death was siiwvrely regretted 
Ijv all Ills friends, and by none more than In me. He was 
ipiKiintod to the exjKjdition, a.s a midshipman, solely on accoiuit 
his high character. 

During our voyage from England, he niudc himself con- 
spicuously useful in .saring the cargo of a whu li \va> 

uantltxl in Tort IVaya ; and on our arrival nt Hio de Janeiro, 
ilk (ommmuir r-in-ebief apjmmtcd him to a vacant lieutenantev 
OH the Beagle ; an ttpjKiiiitinent vrhich, up io the {x riod 
of his lamented death, he fillfil zealoudy und most creditably.^ 
(h\ the 1st of March we Hwe surprised by the ap}x*arance 
of three EiirojK^aus, walking ro«nul Point St. Anna. A Imt 

f cannot avovi noticiu;^ here the coa*«iileriite conduct of the 
mandiT in-chief (Sir Georjfc Eyre) w ith respect to thi*» appointment. By 
I hr i«*nor of ttiy the Adventure and Beagle were placed 

ntulcr the Admiiara ordera; and the vr.caocy. Had he wi*«Fied to etercisc 
hia prerogative, might have haen filled by one of hb own foflowent. 
It was, however, given, at my retpiest, to Mr. Sholl, aa being mon' co«» 
vMMsaot with the dntlea of thki peciiliar aervice than any of the midship* 
uu n uf the fiag-abip^ ^liO Adbftiral’i co»dtic% an thU oeca<!iion, cal la for 
»>v warmest ihanka. 
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was sent for them, and we found they were deserters fram the 
Uxbridge, who had eouje to volunteer for our Bhi|>s. 

The following day the Adeona and Uxbridge arrived, on 
their way to Port San Antonio, to lK>il their oil ; but I re<?oin- 
mendrd Bougainville, or (as the sealmcall it) Jack’s Harljour, 
as more conveiiioiit for their puipose, and more secure from 
storms, as well as frotn tr<n 4 i>lesoiiie visits of the mitives* 

IJ{x>n my oifering to rt‘ston? the thn:*e destTters to the Ux- 
bridge^ ^Ir. I .ow re<|Uosta} me to keep them, and another, als*), 
who w is anxious to join the Adventure, to which I consented, 
as the iVdelaide runted men. 

A few days after :\Ir. Low’s de|>arturo, l»o n*tnmcHl in a 
w hale-boat to ask assi^itance in rcpiiring tlu) Uxbridge’s rudder. 
By our lieip it was stxm madt* serviceable, and she was enabled 
to prosecute her voyage, wliicli could not otherwise Ivive Wk h 
iXiiitiniml. 

The Ade!ai<h» lx ing ready f«»r si>a : lu-r lirst st-rx iee was to bv 

ex mni nation of the Sr SebaMirm ( hunnel, which, frmn it-; 
deiimation on the old charts, would .seem to jxenetrate throtifdi 
the huge t astern island of dherra del Fuego, lu the voyage of 
the Nodale.s (in the year HJbS), an opening on the csistorn coast, 
siip{K>st;d to \ye the mouth of a cimuiK'l, cmium.micatiiig w ith 
tin* Strait of iMagaihaen?^. was dinovered. After tlcscribing the 
mist to the semth of (,'ajxL* Espiritu Santo, the journal *?r Unit 
voyage static: We found, in liic channel of St, Selmsi htn, 

twenty fathoms dear g round. north -shore h a Ikvc h of 

wldte sand, five leagues in cxitmt, stretching out fmm the higli 
lantl that terminates at Uaf#e Kspiritu Santo, and giving ih 
ciKist here I lie app arance of a dce]f> bay ; hut, cm a noarei 
approach, a projecting tract uf low shore h abm.Tvc»d. Tl'.c 
.south exCmTiity of this k>w Imtcb h a «aiidy fmint, mund whic h 
the duuuul treiwls; the nmtitb h a Imgue and a half wid 
The scititli shore k highcT than the land to the northwerd, and 
in the middle of the b?iy th^ defHh k from fifrmdi to 
fatho^ i cdi^r ground, and m good bottotn ; btii from mid- 
ehatifiei Uydhe itntlli the Ixiltoi h mid the water, 

of Htik depth. tlMSrc Hiog only iix and «evfii flithoim. Front 
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hence the channel shows itself, and continues, as far as we 
could see, of the sarnc breadth. > It seemed to be a large sea. 
The latitud0 was observed to be SS*’ 16'.” * 

From the above account* and from the chart that accoin- 
jiaiiies it, in which this inlet i.s made to communicale witli the 
Strait of Magalhiiens by the opening round Cap Motiiiioutii, 

I, 111 ' knowledge of tlie supjiriscd St. Seba.stian Channel was 
Th.at there is a deep bay, in the Jatitiule of oty l<;', 
not only .'ippars from the aci-ount of the NtKiak-.s, who were 
within the heails, although it secjiis they did not poKced 
Ik yond the .stony ground on the wtuth side of the entrance ; 
hut also from the accounts of vess<‘ls who have lately .seen it ; 
and of one .ship-iua.stcr who was deterred fn>rn entering, hv the 
ronnidable notice on our charts of its Ixiag ‘‘ .mly navigable 
for .small vesst'ls,” whence be conjec tumi tliat the tides would 
In very strong, and the channel o<Ta.si()i!.illy narrow, a.s well as 
and .'I'.oal. 

Sanuiento, Narlmrough, Byron, ^Valiis. Bong.unviHe, and 
a, have severally noticed an opening, which coi i e.'ponds 
ti' iins supiKisetl channel, naiut ly, (hat Itet.vvmj Capss \ion- 
utii and ValciUyn ; but the object of tliosc- vovagers having 
!' - n tom.ike the pssage. through the known Strait, to e\j)lore 
o|)eniMg wa;, in all prolwbility, consiiimnl u waste of 
; lie ; yet, that such a channel was sujrpj.soil to exist, we must 
(iiicl ide from the umspiettous tSgure it makes in the charts of 
'I'ici ra del Fueg«). 

Hi.d there Inxm a kiiowletige of its aflonlirig any com- 
niimication with the sea, auiiely Swroiento and NarlKwough, as 
^^(H ii« the Nhalales, who iiavigatevl the Strait fnnn west to 
' ast, would h.(ve been induced to aluwpt to prss through ; 
.'iiui avoid the dai^^jers, «8 well a» diflivolties, of the chaniiels to 
the tiorlhvvaijtl. 

Anxious to set the questum at rest, I gave (’aptaiu Suikes 
tmii rs to proceed to survey the westenr coasts, liriwc'en tlu' 
.“■trait of Magalhaena iutd latitude 47^ south, or as much of 

Rckcion it\ Visgv, •». tjue hiciermt UwCspttMirs B. 0.<le Nodslc* 
' Oonzato dfeliiedsItMi, f, #9. 
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those dangerous and exposed shores as he dould exjGtmine, with 
the moans at Iils disposal,, and sailed myself, in the Adelaide, 
to explon? the siipjwsed St. Sebastian Chaimel. Every discre- 
tionary power wa.s given to Captain Stokes to act as \>e pleaaed^ 
for the benefit of the service; but he had strict orders to return 
to Port Famine by the ^^tli of J uly, w hen I hoped to move the 
Adventure to some other part of the Strait, and to recommence 
operiitions with the earliest days of spring, if the winter should 
Ix' unfit for our work. 

Having cn)^^\d over to the southward of Point Botpieron, 
wo prcK'oeded, on the 13th of JfaiX'h, to the N.E. (in which 
direction the ojrx'ning trended), at no great distance from tlx^ 
northeni shi)rc ; behind which the country seemed to rise gra- 
dualiy to the summit of a long riilgeof table-laud, terininatin<r 
ix iir the First Narrow, and apjicaring like that in the neigh* 
lx>urh(XHl of Capo Gregory, It was inhal>itcd; for hen? and 
there we obarvtxl the smok<? of tires, {XThaps intemlcd as invi 
tations for us to LuiiL 

The M)uth side of the ojKiiiiig sc'cmcd (after forniir»g h 
sm«dl bay iinder NW Poiik) to. extend in a direction paralit i 
to the runthcni anust of the bay, for three or four imgues, 
when it dippcxl iKOeath the horizi^n. Neither shorv had any 
ofxaiiiig or indentuR' in its coast line, of sulfident si/c to 
shelter e\eu a Ixmt ; so that a vessel caught here, with a »>uth 
westerly gale, would have little chance of t?scajK^; unless a cimn 
nei sliould exist, of which, from the stillness of tlic water and 
the total abscnct* of tide, we had very little The s*)iun! 

ings were variable Ix^twecn twenty and thirty fathenm, and thv 
IxHtoiii hccnjtxl to be of shells, prohaldy ctivcring a 
of clay or .saml. As we stcx>il on, a small rocky lump came in 
right, which appami to lx* Uie tenniitatian of the iiorth< m 
shon*, and again we flatterexi ouTiadves with the oxpictation r r 
folding a {lassage ; but in km iJiaii lialf an hour afttjrward ., 
tlie bay w^is distiucrly acen to be cloaed by low hud, and the 
rocky lump proved to lienn iw^lated inaiia of roek, about 
miles inland As ^*vt*ry pYsoo on txiard waa th^n satirilt d 
the of any chantiel, wt ptMt alM>ut lo return, and 
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by bearings of Mount Tarn, crossed by angles from Mount 
tiraves, Nose Peak, and Point Boqueron, o\ir |H>sition, jind 
the extent of this bay, were determined. As it affords neither 
anchorage nor shelter, nor any other advantage for the navi- 
viator, we have named it tJseless Bay. It was too inuclx exjjoscrd 
to (he prevailing winds to alhiw of oiir landing to examine the 
toiiiitry, and its prcHiiictions, or to coinmnnicate with the 
Indians; and As there was not much likeliluxxd of finding any- 
ihing of* novel character, we lost no time in retreating from soex- 
a place. Abreast of Point Boqnenm the patent log gave 
lor onr run twenty-six miles, precisely th«‘ same distanc<? which 
it had given in the morning; so that from five oVhxk in the 
morning until ten, and from ten oVlock until four in tlie after- 
noon, we had not exfxnenced the least title, which of itself is 
fict confirmatory of the non-existtmee of a channel. 

eroMi die fires of the natives in this part liavinglKvn noticed 
:\i ;i distance from the lx»uch, it wtnild seem tliat they derive 
: ir Mibsistcnce from Imnling rather than fishing; and as 
fhi re arc guanacfx’s on the south shore of tlie l^’irst Narrow, it 
!.s !)rohahle the }MH>plc's hal>its resetuhie those of the Patago. 
r: itis, ratlu r than the Fuegians ; hut as tlu y have nu horst^s, 

{! (■ chase of so shy and swift an animal as the guanaco must 
’ fatig^iing and very precaritius.* 

'^amiieuto is (ho only jKn^Mmoii rtx^>rd whohascimnnunicalcs! 

. it!, die natives in the neighlKunhoofl of Cajx Monmouth, lie 
tMll > them hi his narrative a large race (Geiite grande). There 
it wis tliat he was attackcsl by the Indians, whom he repulses!, 
iuiil oiK of whom he made prisoner. 

Wr remained a night in Port FamiiH", and again si t out in 
(he Adriaide to survey some of the wt*steni jmrts of the Strait. 

♦ Kalkiier ch^cribes the Indiimii who irihiihlt the t>f 

'l’ i(.'rra di*l Fiiego, lo h® ‘ a» he tho^e 

V Im iiihalat the PnU^oniatisbur® of the by the imine name, it itiipfht 
i» j inferred that they are of the i?ame race ; hot b mevtr chmdy ctmtu'cted 
5)»ey may have heea fomierly, they cmaiijly wre not *o mm*, for Mal ta 
ohr FatHg»man)ii|Kike t(sry of tbeiinand disclaimed Uieir 

iHiance ; ealUog thcltt * wkich means 
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Bad weather forced us into Port San Ant<«iio; of which 
CcMrdova gives so favourable an account, that we wtste surprised 
to find it small and inconvenient, cvtm for tiie Adelaide. 

He descril)es the jxwt to he a mile and a half lung, and three 
quarters of a mile broad : we found tlic length a mile and a 
quarter, mwl the mean Invadth scarce! j a quarter of a mile. 
It possesses HO one advanuige that is not common to^ahnost 
every <Jther harlKnir and cove in the Strait; and for a ship, or 
s«|uare-rigged vessel of any kind, it is Ijoth difficult to enter, 
and dangerous to leave. Besides the Itxial di.sadvimtages of 
Port San Antonio, the weather in it is seldom fair, even when 
the day is fine elM*where. It lies at the base of the Iximus 
Range, which rises almost pcrj)cndicularly to the height of 
three thousand feet, fronting the great western channel of the 
Strait, whence it receives tqjon its cold surface the w'estcrii 
winds, and i.s covtmi by thevajMJur, which iscondensetl from 
them, while in all other parts the sun may Iw sluning Ijrightly 
*rhis jxjrt is fortned by a cluinncl, a quarter of a mile wide, 
separating two islands from the shore. The best anchornge is 
offa pietures«|ue little bayou the arnth island, which is thickly 
w'txxled to the waters edge with the holly leaved berlx?ris,' 
fuchsia, and veronira, growitig to the height of twenty fo'? ; 
over-top|X'd and sbeUeissl by large Ijeecb, and WinterVbar:. 
trees, rcxrted under a thick inos-sy caqpt, through W'hieh ,t 
narrow ImliatJ path winds Iretween arbutus and currrml bush* , 
and jinifid prostrate stems «>f dead trees, leading to tire s»*awaii! 
side of the i.sland. Upon tlie lw«ch, just witliiu the bushes, ami 
shciteml by a large and wide-spreading fttchsk bush, in hi!! 
flower, stood two Indian wigwams, which, aj)par«ttly, Ittfi u' * 
l)cen inhabitai since tire visit of poor Ainsworth. IK- had 
octaipit’d these very ^dgwams for two days, having covu d 
them over with tlw ixatPs soil; and reroains of the ropeyan 
that tunl it ck>wn were still tltere ; a nrelancholy metptaiito- 
In no |HTt of the Stmtt dal Wte fittd the luxunanf 

as in thfe little cove, tkme *>r the WintwV^A «nd cm ratit 







twtt i^ ^|» veronica (I 

Iwlieveyi iliM#^^ to the height 

of ■ It waa 

fomui too <w the wknd in abundance, 

j,k 1 of lai^ 'li*ej‘ TtJOted^ m the very wash of the aea>l)eftch, 
;iii(i exposed to thC'Ibtt fwoe of the cold winds and hail-stonns, 
which rufidi dewn the wide western reach of the Strait. 

The fucbwia also, g^ws to a large ufeej bat it is a more 
(lelicfite plant than the vetonitai, and thrives only in sheltered 
places. Maoy w^e obaew^ed in diameter ; the stents 

oC the two last us^ hy i», during <jar stay, fof 

jiieL . '■ • . ■ ' ' ^ 

'I’he day afta' otto and the weather 

luTHiije very finti Tbe t^Uness the «r may be 

■nifiifinwl, wlien the oh>i^ng h{t>nniingi<|drds, and buzzing 
(>1 lyrge Inxis, wseto Itoard at a ctmwderabie distance. A hum- 
nii»^';'hifd had been seen at Port Gallant last year, and was 
hixiu^ht to toe by Ci^Staltr Stokes, sutito wiiich none had been 
aotiu-d. K«l|||[» however, and procured several; but 

of only (Wte lOTcito.* It as ithat found on tliC western 

i a.s high os Ltnto t.toidt^ il'’ of btitutk*, 

the soutlirtii limit bein^ ^;itot htether south, 

riie iskw, at ihJ BorthKjp^^ ^lort, were well sfoeketl 
'vidi geese atol otli^ ^ supfdied our people with 

fu Mi mods The dh^ tte to slioot, 

fx nt its extx vwo waripa^ a^ of fnmamtt:^, for a great 

l'.-ngtli ol'timci .f, ' 

(lur fine wtothlff Itotl a M 1^ aa<l (no unusual 

octnirrence wfitoMad by\a week's rain 

ami wind, dhrh^ w« snuH ^wwe 

* Th«? specimen tlMe,tt|i fwiwd tk ptirt wwiwmt by me «o IMr. 

Vigors, who co^«;ilertiif‘it,«ttlMNi||^ kiaown ta oruith«li«gu(s, a« 
rM,werhavbgyrtfcft|,| Jonnwil (v«l. 

“i- p. 43iJ, Aag. }. UuM,n 

)*nblishcd.,-itb. <ip. m' 

'^fp ' in ilit> 

'!t..iRii-«iion* of T' tiwlier.thtwli, Wever 



};iSS' . ' : . ; .rusGUKs. 

' •» ' ; ’ ■ '•••;/■ ■■ •" , ' ■ 

of , the Adeldde ; and, fee* wane ditfs had ;iiuidto98 
down, owing to the violent sqtudis. Fiwrenhcit'a tlunisdnieter 
ranged between thirty'six end forty>$ix degrees, amii ve bad 
several snow stonns, but the snow did not lie on the low 
grounds. 

On the ^th the gale to subside, and thffl^was a 

change for the better ; but we were again diaappolnted,*And not 
until the 31st could we effect our departure frmn this drearv 
and confined little place. 

The day before we sailed, three canoes, containing in oil six- 
teen persons, of whom six only were men, came alongside^ 

For about an they had hesitated to approach; but 

when on<* near us, very little invitation was iwcessaiy to induce 
them to come on Iward. One was clothed in a duck shirt, w’hirlj 
wa.s recognised by one of our people, T^ho had joined us from 
the Uxbridge, as having bcea given to them a few weeks 
before, when that vessel passed through Magdalen Channel ; 
mother wore a red ffannel shirt, and iit the canoe we oltserved 
an European hoarding-pike, painted green; and a part cd' the 
iron- work of the cutter, burned at Port Famine during one 
absence; also some relics of the boat in wltich Mr. Aipsworth 
was drowned, which last they had doubtless found thrown ii]) 
on the beach. U{ion(mr inquiring how theyliecame possess<‘.'l 
of the iroii-wtwrk, tl\ey pointed towartls Port Famine ; and 1 
have no doitbt tlicy were rancerned in the fire; but as w( 
could not explain td them the misdfuef they had oocadotird, it 
was thought better not to notice the affair, and the ar tic Its 
were returned to tleni. Thqr' could have bad no of tmr 
being the owners of tlie boat, or they would hare eonoealcd ail 
that l>e}ouged to her. 

They conducted thetnsclves very ijuietly dtpriog their stn\ 
oit l>oard, with tiie exception of one, who tried to pick my 
pocket of a handkmrhief ; the olKfndkr waa pf^ered out of tlio 
vessel, and tiierewas no further attempt to pi|l^. l1»ey wish( <i 
to go below ; but this waf , not, p#rudtted* ^*i?<^<>‘^^ 
their oil/ pemms Wipi scarpely tolc^lp, |r open «'■ 
Ai to Jtod* toUnw-cahdlea. 



Mnrch 18 ^. rirEGiANs-^BEAOtE sailed. ISi) 

oqufJly afid swillowod most voraciously. One of them 
was discovjtred taking the tiillow out of the end of the *kep 
8ea lead and eating it, although mixed with sand and dirt. 

Before sunset their canoes were despatched on shore to pro- 
pai*e the wigwams, during which o^ieration three of the men 
rcn»?uned on lioard ; and as soon as the preparations were mafic 
thev called for a canop and wrent on shore. We obtained seve- 
ral s)X‘ars, baskets, necklaces, bows and arrows from them in 
harter; but tliey seemed tohave very few skins. Perhaps those 
they jK)f5S(r^ftHl wiw hiddeti in the bushes, because they had no 
widi to part with them. 

One woman was covered with a guanaco mantle ; another 

relv wore a seal-skin over her back and shoulders, wlilcli, 
vhile she crouched in the canoe, was sfdHeient to eovfr her 
^>erson. One had a black strifx* down th.e no^o, hut she was 
»!i(' >niv female among them wlio was so painted. 

Svst morning the Indians visitexi us v/it!< n fresh a.-Sin*trnrnt 
uf hf»ws mul arrows, in the manufac.*(iitv of whidi tht y lind 
»\i Irutlv passed the niglit, fi»r every one was cpiitc* mw ; the 
hov - were of gret»n wood, and (he arrows not even jK)inteci. 

I l ev found, however, a ready sale. One of the party was a 
uv!?i who had IxHHn turm?d out of our vessel the preceding even- 
ii,;;, for pickii!gnyi^>^ }K>cket ; Init he was dauhed over with 
ii whitish pignumi to <kx*eive us, and would prolmhly iiavo 
1 < Mp*d detection, but for ihtMumisiuil ugliness cjf his person, 
djidi was v>ot so easily dmguiscd. lie was much disci>ncerted 
hy our recognition ; and our refusal to barter with him made 
iihn angry and sullen. 

'rhe womtm had thuibctl (heir faces all over with bright rvd 
o< hre ; to add to tht'ir beauty, no doubt. 

VVe sniM out df the|:K>rt by the northern passage, luul staud- 
ie.g fK^ross th<!*S|lr«dr, anchored in San Nii^vlan Bay. Atr. (t raves 
went to Bougainville Harbour, 'to ooinnumicate with tlie 
Adeona, and tafeif lettm from me to Lieutenant Wjokhane 
He brought back an acHrouiit of all being w ell at Fi r( Famine, 
and of the having I Tth. 

When we kft iFort my intention was to examine 

VOL. I. K ^ 
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the Magdalen Channel ; bat» ufion leaving Sm Niooliie Say 
(1st April), tlie wi«tlier was su favoumUe for air proceeding 
to the westward, that I changed my mind and steered round 
Cape Frowai-d in order to get to Part Gallant, whence, wiUi a 
westerly wind, we might nrorc ea«ly survey the coast in return- 
ing. An easterly brwze carried us near Cajie Holland, into 
Wood’s Bay, w'here we anclKHt^l, and ^tained a bdtring .of 
Mount ^rmiento, which, being clear of clouds, was a con- 
.spicnious, unci evai splendid object ; for die sun’s setting rays, 
shitiing njxin the projecting snowy ridges on its western sid«', 
gave it the appeanuice of a mass of .streaky gold. It had been 
in sight the w}«di* day, as well as the pn*ce<ling evening, when 
its bearings were token from the islet in San Nicolas Bay. 

The next day was so calm that vre only reached an anchorage 
in Braelley Cove, on the west side of Bell Bay, of which a plan 
was nia<Ie ; an extensive .set of bearings was also taken on the 
west jsiint of the bay, evidently that called by Sarniicnto 
'I^K|uiehisgua.* The conspicuous mountain at tlie lack of the 
hay, on its stMitli-eastcm side, is particularly ntAiced by him, 
and, amn-ding to his opinKHi, is iJic “ ('ampana de lloUian" 
of Magallmens.f Betwetm Bradley Cove and Point TiiKjoi 
‘ chisgua arc two ixivcs, over which a high t]ouble>}!eaked inmni 
tain foniis a oHispicuous object u|W«i nmwling ('ape Froward ; 
atul they were ttaimd in. complipjcnt pi Mr. P*Mid, the iati 
Aslrowiracr Uoyal. 

While at Point Thupuchj,<giia wd were tliscoverctl by some 
natives to the westward, who imBiediatciy got into their 
can«je«, and padiUed towards us; but, as we liad no anus in 
the boat, I did not think it prudent to await their atTiv.al ; 
and therefore, after taking tlie rtsiiuisite angles^ imsibarkcil and 
returned to the Atlciaidt^ examining the inkta under Moimt 
Paid on our way. Nothing more was neeti of the Indtati.^ 
until the following morning, when, ns we sidled out ^ the Imy, 
tlK'y.mode tiiar appearnuce, but we ^ not gtnnouB^^ 

• "Ssrmiento, p. 213, 

. t Bste vmAt rw «l <|ac liatitiiiin iw 
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with them. Tbej were as vociferous as usual, and pointed 
to the ahcwte, inviting us to land. One of them, who stood up 
in the canoe while we passed, was oraamtsited about the hair 
and body with wltite featliers. 

This part of the Strait teems with whales, seals, and por- 
poises. While we were in Bradley Cove, a remarkable appear- 
jiiice of the watCT spotted by wh^es was obscYvetl ; it hting in 
the air like a bright alvecy mist, and was visible to the naked 
i-vf, at the distance of four milt»s, for «jne minute and thirty- 
/ivc seconds liefore it disappeared. 

A glance at the chart of this jrnrt of the Strait wll show 
(tie difference of geolc^ical structure in the op}X)site coasts. 
'J’lie north shore, from Cape Froward to Port tiallant, forms 
;; Rtriiight line, with scarcely a projection or biglit ; but on 
the opposite side there is a succession of inlets, surrounded 
by pn^ ipitous mountains, which arc seprated by ravines. The 
nortlioni sliore is of slate; but the other is priiicipidly of grccn- 
sftiTjc. .and its mountains, instead of running up into sharp 
pcai< A, and narrow sernded ridges, are generally round-topjwd. 
'Ftic vcget.'ition on both sides is alnimt etjually abundant, but 
(Is, (Rtson the south sliore ate tnuch smaller. ' The smooth- 
leaved IxH'ch (Fagus heiuloideti) and Winter’s-bark are the 
pniicifad trees ; but Irere and. there u small tree was olrserved, 
I'ke a cypress, which does not grow to the ea.stwanl, excepting 
■ a tlic sides of Mount Tam, where it only roadies the height of 
thne or four feet. 

I'he scenery of this part of the Strait, instead of licing as 
Ccrdoi a describes it, “ bwrible,” is .at this season exmalingly 
'ti ikiug and pU'iurMqite. The highest mountains <x‘rtainly are 
iiarc of vegetation ; tot their sharp peaks and snow-covetvd 
>iiinunits afford a |d^ng contrast to the lower hills, thickly 
clothed with trees tpiite to the water's sidd, whkh is Iwrdcred 
hy massi's of IwPfe Wck, atwhtol with ferns and moss, and 
I .icketi by (lie ridi dark^gveen foliaiip l»erber» and 

;»rl»iUus elirulw, with here and thew a hcech-tree, just begin- 
"ing to assume its tinto, . 

In workitlg ioto tto itotow totranee of Fort tiallant, the 
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schooner grounded upon a bank that extends off the mouth of 
the river; but the water being |)erfectly smooth, no damage 
was caused. As a se<!ure core. Port Gallant is the best in the 
Strait of Magalhaens ; from the stillness of its waters, it is a 
perfect wet d<x;k, and from its jx^sition it is invaluable. There 
are maiij coves as safe and convenient when once entered ; 
but the prevailing sto^pness of the shores, as well as the' great 
depth of water, are obstacles of serious iukportonce. Here, 
however, is an exception : tlie liottimi is even and the depth 
moilerato ; besides, Fortescue Bay, close by, is an excellent 
roaJstoiul or stopping-place, to await an opportunity of entering. 

For repairing a ship, Port Famine is more convenient, on 
account of the quantity and size of well-seasoned timber lying 
about the beach, and aim from the open character of the 
country. At Port Gallant the tit!es are much stunted, and untit 
for present use, while the shore, as is the cast^ around almost 
every cove to the westward of €'ape Froward, is covered with 
shjfitlw and brushwood, quite to tlic high-water mark;, so that 
tliere is no jiossibility of walking easily U> any distance frtmi 
the sca-side A shinghN or sandy l>each, twenty or thirty yards 
in length, occasionally intervenes, but is scarcely preferable to 
a vessers deck, for a walk. 



CHAPTER IX. 


Hotentiun in Port San Antonio — Humming^birdii in snow showers — 
Kiiogjuns — Geological retnarkg — Canoes — Carving— Bir<ls — Fir^h — 
Shag Nai row^R— OlacijDrs — Aralanehcs — Natn e»— CMinmte — Winter 
setting in — Adelaide lc>»e» a boat— FI mkIs — L ightning— Scurvy^ — Ade- 
laide’s snrvcy-^Bougainvillc Harbour— Indians crews the Strait^ and 
visit Port Fiuwino^t^ealing vossets sail— Scurvy increases — Adelaide 
sent for guanaco meat — Relum of the Beaglo — Captain Siokes very 
ill — Adelaide brings meat from the Patagonians — Death <if Captain 
Stokers 

Oi>u i^tvLy at this |x>rt wa« prolonged Ixyotul my 5 ntentii>u 
1 )V thick snowy weather jutd hard gales, which cut off our 
c >111111 nnication with the shore; for notwithstanding we were 
in so sht-lieretl a pilace, and the hail ihrcfe aacluirs down, 

w c did not coiiHuler her quite secure against tlie violent squalls 
\V 0 had hivn fortunate in procuring obscri ations, ami look 
;KiN antagcM)f our detention to lay di^w n the iqxrations of thi; 
|iiic.ediug days on ptipT. Muscles were fouiul in gnat abun* 
ibiiice oil the rnuil flats. There are three varieties, out* of which 
; ;is :i bitter, disugreeablc taste, inu the others are cxceidingly 
2<>od ;uid wholessome. One f>f the latter is of large siife (J/t/- 
Xfaijdhf.nmi^ of the Kney. Meth.) The other is of a 
i; >rv glolv>si? form than the bitter sort, and has a very obtuw 
h’ligf and margin. 'I'he bitter kind contains pearls, whiclt are 
vahu less, iKx^ause Bmall, and of a bad crolour. 

At first there wcare plenty of sea-birds* in the cove, which 
took n fugi? At the head of the bay ; till afUT two day»^ they 
di>^-rted us There appeami to bi‘ an abundance of 

fisli ; but as bad hcML provided ouraelvea with a seine, and tliey 

• Hero wo obtam^^ a tpoeies of Biesmor daek, which h 

(Icscrihod in the FrfMBet4lriiV of the Stihcioiy of .Loudon, ee 

* Nob.* Ii tlhleiv ftfwm the J/, hr&ek^^^ru.* uot 

<»»dy iw colour but in eiJM^, bving a aaialior bird, wthI having the pt>« or 

of it» body, fe %)i^ out of m water. Wo called it the ^ Flyiag 

^tcumcr.* 
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would not take bait, we were con6ned ibr 'rofireidtmentti pidacb 
pally to shell-fish. 

No traces of quadrupeds, excepting an Indiiut dojf, were 
noticed. Here Wallis’s j«opIe saw a large cloven-footed animal, 
which they described to be as “ big as a jack-iss.” It was 
probably a deer, one or two of which had occasionally appened 
at Port Fan»ine.(c) 

It has bten mentioned that we found many humming-birds 
at Port San Antonio, which we attributed to the sheltered 
situation of the plao?, and the luxuriant gn^wth of liichsias 'and 
other plants, upon t he sweets of whose flowers they feed. Here, 
ht>wever, one of the same species was seen sporting about in a 
most exposed place and during the fa^ng of a snow shower, a 
proof of t hehanly character of this little bird, which, if it does 
migrate upon the approach of winter to a warmer clime, lin- 
. gers, at least, as long as it possibly can. This was the middle 
of April, the winter had, in fact, already commenced, and all 
the mountains around us were clothed with snow, while tlw 
ground was also coated with the same dazzling covmng. IWr. 
Gravc-s iotendecl to ascend the Mountain de la Cru* ; but a 
lieavy taHof.siK)w preveotctl the attempt, and we lost the tipjw- 
ttinity of oljtaining a r«>und of angles from that elevation, which 
would have materially assisted our operations. We should also 
have obtained a bjrd’wye view of the Barbara Channel aiMl 
the Sounds on the oppwite side of the Strait, whose extoit ami 
nature we did not know ; for Cordova’s notice of San Simim’s 
Bay, and a deep inlet which exists to the westward of it, is 
very unsatisfactory. 

There wen* no signs of a rwsot viat from tlie Fuegi.'ins, 
though at the entrance of the cove We found three or four 
W^ams in good repair; whetice it seeius pridMiMe, tliat the 
jdace is one of their frequent batinta. When ^ B«^ canic 
lim last ycak, sonte station itavei were left staadoig; but, 
btftire her return, eve'iy hai^ letiOTedf 

went down idle Bidittn ChtoiMS, to the nlief 
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of the SMfl!:436hpurg'fl those staves were seen in the pos- 
session of (he Indians. 

A fine morning (11 ih) iiidiimi us to leave this quiet ancho- 
nige, to examine the 0{)ening8 of the south shore ; and in the 
afternoon, the anchor was dropped in a convenient place, on the 
west side pi' the western ink*t, named by us Warrington Cove. 
While crossing tlie bay from Point Elvira, the north extremity 
of Cayctano Island, several * smokes^ were observed on the low 
land, at the bottom of the inlet ; and after we anchored two 
canoes waited us, containing six men, four women, and two or 
three children. They approached very cautiously, and could 
not Iw indticed to come alongside. At last tlie men landed, 
and invited us to coriitnunicate with them. I therefore went 
on shore with two or three officers, and remained with them 
liiilf tin hour, during wbicli they gratlually lost the distrust 
thov harl at first evincetl ; but each man still ctirrietl a numlier 
of j»l)bies ill Uie ainier of !iis wrapjxr, reatiy to rejiel any 
attack we might make ujxm them; from the knowledge we 
have since obtained of their cltaracter, I think it probable 
that they liad lately committed some act of aggression on a scal- 
ii a -' tsssel, anti were afraid of retaliation. Our conduct tended 
to assure them of our friendsliip ; and, slvortly after we left tlie 
siiore, tliey came olcmgside in their canoes, and were very fami- 
iiar, t'ageriy liartering their necklaces and baskets. In their 
'.\ IV ‘.o us tiu'v hati probably hmdeti their more valuable goods, 
Mil'll as otter and seol-dtins, os well as their weapons luid dugs, 
without wluch they never go far. 

I'lu! natives of this part are considered by the sealers to lie 
the most mischievously iucltned of any in the Strait, or Tierra 
del Fuega Tlie appearance of our visitors was certainly against 
tliom ; hut they (Hd not commit themselves during our two or 
three days' owmamobaHon, by any act which could make us 
complain, or eiaiNto>>Mi^icion thete honesty and ftiendslnp. 
VVe, however, lu!f« tod good a tonk>mit, toenalib t!»em to take 
advant^ of our sensuAg good-nature, 

Among bushes beinnd (he high beach were three wigwams, 
but the Indktu had trf lauudntQg with ua fiar the 
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night Thejr went away, to our gr^t ^ly 

hour, and returned to the bottom of the siiuod, 
party of tlieir countrymen was agsembled« Their departure 
enabled to look round, in the vicinity of our andbonige, and 
examine its produclions, which differtni iii no way from those of 
other parts of the coast. Its gadogical structure is, however, 
iUffemu : the r<x;ks are giwenstoue, or granites without slate. 
Mount Maxwell, rising immediately over thecove, is Uic termi^ 
nation of a r(x;ky mountain range, whose summits are crowned 
with snow. Tht? verdant sides of the hill, inter$|)er»ed at inter* 
^ als with large inassi>s of Imre rock, pnxhiced, frm\ a distance, 
ratlier H pleasing effect; but, upon examination, the verdure 
was found to consist principal y of moss, or a stunted vegeta* 
tion, covering a S4)ft iuid swampy soil. The up{>er portions of 
the mt)unt are so precipitous ti& not to be easily reached; and, 
imleed, many parts rise with a jx^qx^ndicular ascet>t f<w inure 
than a huadnd feel. On tlie stntth side of Mount Maxwell is 
Siayth Inlet, wliich contains anchorage on the north shore, 
parikularly one in Earle Cove; but in the amtre the water is 
devp, and on that account, it is not an inviting place for a ship 
During Mr, GniVis\> a!>s<nicc in Smyth Harl)our, I exatninejl 
tJie coast :is far as Cupc litfge worth, where 1 obtained an exten- 
sive H t of Ixurings Tire aftemkxm was particularly favourable 
for the purjxxH*, the smrw-capjxxl iiiountaius of the north shore 
were jxrfc^tly distinct ; and among ihein wa^ a very high on<\ 
siia|xd like a liighhuul target, the fxmk of the laountaia 
Hnswering to ihe central spike of the Uiield. We never after- 
wards ,^vv \i, nor could 1, on this ix:caskm, fix its 
iKttrr, than l»y ci^titnulmg its distance. Tlie ruck is ihielh 
greenstone, ax:cont|mnied by c<»tsiderablc tnksseg of granite. A 
little isk t, oif Dighton it cinnpofted trf granite, of e 

himelliforni >»iim lure> Mr. Cfraven Ij^nght me a specimew of 
kmelliform gi anitc attaclu^ to a maws of grieoairttaw* 

The Ixulhuiii viiiied us every dayi^ ibar n hieing 
rfdly fro^'i twelve to ctdy were 

nmg th^ ruii:W'ere:w^m%.i)tcNJ 
latter' ,been|^c^, 
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niothcf, age, wm always occu- 

j,ied i» the laborious employintint of pucldlit^ the canoes. The 
ehikl was secured in tbeinother’s lap, with ita head on her bo- 
son), l)y a tuantle, which was drawn tightly round l)oth mother 
and child. Their canoes were similar to those, of the eastern parts 
of the Strait, about ten feet long, holding four or five grown 
pcrwms ami two or three children, besides their dogs, iraple- 
meiits and weapons i they are formed of bark, and kept in 
.sliajx) by wooden cross supports secured to the gunwale, whic h 
is litusl hy a long? slender jx»!e. They are divided intc» three 
ionijwrtnients, the foremost occupying al)out one-third of the 
length, contains the spars, placed ready for immediate use ; 
in tijc second arc the grown p'rson-s with the fire-jdace hetwoeti 
ihom, tlic men sitting Iwtween tlie fiie-place and the spars, 

I,) lx- rtiuly to use them tipn the approach of sc'als or jxtr- 
|H)i'(‘s; on the opposite side of the fire-plaee are si atcd the 
iwineii wlio paddle the eamX’, in which the tnen snmetiincH a.«- 
M.st. wh> n great ex|K'<litioii is nt'cr-ssarv. Uehind the women, in 
ill third division, are the elder children and the dogs, the 
' .n> cjcr children iK'ing gcarerally stowed away in the women’s 
!;.|i . tor the sake of oiiilua] warnith. The fire is made iijron .a 
i n r oi clav, several inches thick, at the Isjttum of the cjimxr ; 

i. iil mIkivc the (ire, across the gunwale!*, are laid several pim's 
. ; h.iU-hunit wixa), for fuel. 

During our r-oniiminicjitions with these visitors they con- 
liiict d i!(einselvi'.s peaceably, and made no attempt to pilfer, 
iiiii 'itgh then- was soint' little roguery displaywl hy them in 

ii. !i li r. One of the ineu liaving parted with all his disp.sable 
|ir '|K rty, tcmkrtal one of his daughters, a fims girl of fourlmi 
nr fittdu years of agc, fur some mere trifle, and, being reftiacd, 
iM.uiie vcj y pressing and iniprtUQsdi.* to close the Itargaiu for 
il)i' pike that was jes^agiy uflt'red ; imr was it without ditfi- 
< iiity that he was coBThimid we wm: «#in earnest. 'I'ltey wvre 
IS |MX)r as the rest of - their eountrynMa), very badly clothetl, 
■i!kI jHissewing lew dilfts to bartef. Two of them exchanged 
ilifir otter skin mantk* Ihr shiriis which dtey continued 
to \nar without tsomjfdaiidt^ cl ixildt 



Am their vHts lasted tfl day th«^ adwaya la^ 

food, conflating oi the blubber seal* imd 
method used by them in cuttwg it up ia neady afanilar to iMt 
adopted by the Esquimaux Indiaos, aa deaciibed by Sir 
Edward Parry in bis seeopd voyage, and also resembtea the 
proorfa of the natives of King George’s Sound, which X have 
described in the account of my survey of Australia {volii. 
p. 140 ) : a piece of blubber being held in the left hand, a cor- 
ner of it is taken lietwcen the teeth, and it is tlien ‘cut by a 
knife, held underhajidetl, into strips backward and forward, 
without passing the instrument entirdy through : so that wlreii 
the operation is finished the piece draws out into a Itmg band, 
about an inch thick, formed by tlie coimected strips. Tlu; 
wbde affair from first to last is roost offensive to the sight ; and 
the countenance of the carver is beyond description, for his eyes 
being directed to the blubber, squint sljockingly, and give bis 
ugly face a hideous appeoi:ance. The strip of blubljer is next 
divided anwMig the jrarty, each of whom proceeds to extract its 
oily juices by drawbg it through hik teeth and sucking it, 
after which it is wanued in the fire to facilitate its divixicn 
into small pieces, which ate swallowed or butted witliout mast: 
cation. MorsdU of this dainty fiaxl were given not only U> tlu 
elder children, but even to infants at tlie breast. 

On the I 4 tlt, while preparing to weigh, the Indians came Oii 
board and helped to heave m the cable, but wMiout rendering 
us much real assistamx*. When the sails were looaed, the wonu n 
in the can«» began to chatter and so^i for &ar we slioidd 
cany aS their friends, and their alarm waa no sooner givor. 
than the deck was c%ted of our visitors, who seemed to Ik 
quite as much frighted for their safety at ^ women wwx 
In a few minutes afterwards we were proceedtog to die south- 
ward, and first tried to imehot in a bay on the south sid. .it 
groyth Mtubour, but fioding the depth too iyeat, J 
Gmves to sound bchirtd an iikt where th«» wwe fedicaJ^ 
a place ^ but he wuancsi 

naoww.; 
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intricate, I deftmd l^ing to enter with the vessel untU a more 
fsvourabliS ojppttftumty should offer, and we returned to the 
place south of Warrington Cove, cidktd Difditon Bay, where 
wc anchored off a sandy beadh in twenty fatooms, and' secured 
the vessel by layifig the hedge on flie shore. This sandy beach 
was the first we had found in the eastern part of the Strait. 
The sand is quartzose, of a white ailour, and being a novelty, 
n ndered the place interesting. A stream, supplied by the 
nivincs of Mount Maxwell, runs over the beach into the sea, 
and from it an abundant supply of exallent water may be 
obtained without difficulty. 

We observed no quadrupeds ; but, of the feathered trilx*, 
we found woodi)eckers, kingfishers, and woodcocks, an«l in 
the sheltered nooks several humnnng-hirds were darting about 
she f!oW(*ry underwewd of berWri.s, fuciisia, and tirbutus. In 
'hp Hde-way, at tlw narrow pssagi:, tfio sea teeiuwl with fish ; 
in r wliich hovered conorants and other sea-fowl, ))reYing 
iipen the siiinll fry that were trying to tdude tlieir voracious 
enctnies, the porpoises and seals, thousands of which were 
HR>rting about as we pTfxsoeded on our way. Whales were also 
mii;ieo)us in the vicinity, proltably Ixamiw of an abundance of 
:1 k niuill red .shrimp, which constituU's titeir principal food. 

I went again to «-xamine the passagiv and tk- title being 
.i;.iinst us, wp were obliged to pull dost* to the, western sknx' 

lo lienelit by the partial eddies, otherwise wc could not Irave 

pnn f>eded until the torn of the tide. 

Th«e narrows, named ‘ Shiqj' Narrows, from theqtmntity 
of htrtls there ro called by aeamen, are not a hundred yards 
'vxic Tk 8(«ith end is fronted by ||i island, from wkwe 
Hn.nntf, about few hundred ftet high^l hoped to obtain • 
kM view south ward,; and after passing tfie tmrrows we landed 
U.d reachwl the satemit While looking around at the view, 
<*»( preparing the theotfcdhe^ a woodcock iteurtod up fitxa the 

and i^ed awi^ so kisttrelyi that Mf. Tara neariv 

i!" ‘*1^^ ^ ^ *>*«* «* « 

of 1 ) * *■ stetkm, niiA vte fouml to be at Ac nntihera ride 
Mgc barin, ten ta^t ^ddb, and rix long, terndnated at 
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its south end by a ciianne! leading to the o]s^ but ctowded 
Viti) isbujds and roeks. A deep inlet m chasm in the land^ at 
the N.W. comw of this basin, was filled with njasaes fioat. 
ing ice, broken fnaii an enonnous glackr. 

After obtaining all the l>eariugs and embarking, we pullarl 
three miles to the westward, and took a round of angles at 
Point Cairncross, the soiith-Avest jioint of Field’s Bay, and 
again another set at the south heail of Iqf Sound, near Dinner 
Cove, where we found a very convenient anchorage for small 
vessels. Tlirough Icy Sound we found some difficulty iti pene- 
trating, a.s the dranncl was much obstructed by ice. 

Three miles within this sound the nicky shore lxH»me more 
precipitous, and at two miles farther, where the width acrt)ss 
was not more than one hundrt'd an«l fifty 3"ards, the ruck.s rise 
perjamdicularly on each side to the height of seven or eight 
imndretl fwt. Beyond this remarkable i>art the channel opc>ns 
out to a basin alsnit half a mile in diameter, lM>undi>d i»j' a 
.sloping glacier, frt)m which iinan nse masses of ice broke off 
frt'qtiently, and foiling with a noise like the discharg»> of a 
ship’s bitaulside, threw up the foaming water with terrilic 
violfctjce- 

As we entered the liasin, we were startled by a sudden ro;,:. 
<x^aisione<l by the fall of <M»e of these avalanches, followi'd hv 
tefox-'s which revtrberatetl rotirol the l>amn and among t!i 
mountains. We remained for Imlf an hour afterwards WHiii!!,' 
for another tall, but were not gratitiwl. Several wfTc heard ;it 
a distance, probably high up the sides of tlie glacier. 'I'in' 
exaimnafion of Icy Sourid occupied us until dark, when '.o 
rcturmsl to the schooiiter* 

4 During our absence, I itdians had agaia vidtedThe AdcLiidi , 
tln^- greater number of witum were strangm. We had alsfi m u 
a party in a canoe close to Mouot Woodcock, who went sN ik 
iog seal, and too intent ojxal their to pay uxtudt attention 
to any thing else. 

On the l6tlk, die tewn of oor adweaee 
idft JBay m oi|r wgiifp 
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]Sj;itiives had djsco>^^ed and vidted the ship wlule I was away, 
but Lieuti 'V^Mlth**n did not encourage them to remain ; and 
two or throe attempts to jwlfer being Steeled, they were treated 
with verj' little ceremony ; k> finding thar company was not 
(K'sirod, they went aenjss the Strait to Lomas May, where for 
several days afterwards the smoke of tl>eir fires was a^en. Tliey 
aerc the same Indians wlioni we had met at Port San Antonio. 

That these Indians should be received so coolly, may seem 
to liiive been imfJolitic on (mr side, wljen it is considered 
that our smxiUer vesnels and boats might be met with, and 
tiu'ir crews ill-treated by way of n^aliation. It was, liow- 
evor, time that titey should know our sujx^riority ; for, of late, 
several very treacherous attacks had Ixjen made by them on 
sealing vessels, and this |Wty was the most forward and inso- 
lent ve bad seen. One of tlieni wtt,s teaming several of the men 
to Imx, an accomplishment he hud pittbahly learnt from the 
vnovs of sealing vessels; among otiiers, he fixed ujion the 
.-.i,.nnnt of marines, who very unct reiiuaiiously pushed him 
over tilt- .side, and made him nmrn to his camx'. which he 
rcscntwl hy pushing ofi' from tlte shijfs side, anti throwing h 
stone at ihe .sirjeunt, who was standing at titc gangway. A* it 
inisseil him, and did no hami, no ludice was taken of bis niis- 
liiii i’. We afterwaids lieaixl that the s<mie p;irty hail visital 
I’ougaiuville liarliour, where thd Adeona was at anchor ; Imt 
a:; M ;. Low neitlmr gave tlmn encouragemiait U> reniaiu, nor 
IJiTiaitted them to go on Ijoard his brig, they very went 

1 i'c (liSbrence between the climates of tlie western and east- 
•• ra jK.rtiv>n« of the Strait was very stril^ig. To the wcstwartl 
the country, Itcitig priociltaUy clothed willi evergreens, such as 
the siiujoth-leaved bectdi, and Winter a-l«M"k<, with an umlerwtxxl 
of arhutus and berberis; seems to papess a constant verdure, 
!i<ir ut\(il the snow eovew ailydoes h apuwe «ny thing like the 
appeanmee of winter. To the caAwttfd, evergreens m> !»«*! 
coininon, their place bemg oectifsM by»^ 

-o ctfea), wtnw hwmftli Show Ipd aloo bfim to 

«>vcr the (ewer termi- 



iM^ wlfli finer weather tluoi we hod eKpeiiw eoiaie 
weeks, Init May set in with mwtfahemta'ly winds and nuieh 
rain, succeeded by a heavy fidl 0 ^ snow. 

Tristis t>yeiu» montes niveo velamine vesUt.^* 

As yet tin; thermonieter liad not been very low. On one or 
two occasicws it had fallen during the night to buf gene- 
rally it ranged lietweai 45® and SS'*. 

The Addaide was again despatched on the SOth April, to 
carry on an exaininaticai of the openings on each side of Cayc- 
tano Is3i«)(l ; but she returned on the Slst of May, with the 
disagreeable intelligence of having had l»er only serviceable 
Imt stolen by the Indians. This was a serious loss, not only 
ftn account of so much time being thrown away, but also 
because we had no other boat to substitute for her. To pre- 
vent delay, 1 sent to Mr. Low-, at Bougainville Harbour, 
requesting that he- would sell one of his Imts ; but he was 
himself so badly off, from . similar losses, that he could only 
assist us by lending one for a few weeks, and as it was the only 
boat be {jossessetl, it could not be spare*] to go far from his 
vessel. I, therefore, des|jatche(l Mr.Gravt«, in the Adelaide, to 
Bougainville Harbour, to employ himself in examining thr- 
coa.st thence to Cape Froward, and in the mean time Ix-gau to 
build a whale-boat, to be ready for the Adelaide’s use as soon 
AS winter had passed over; for, from Mr. Graves’s reptwt o; 
the state rjf the climate to the westward, very little could h 
done during the winter mmiths. 

l*he following is Lieut. Graves's acccHJnt of iIk fora of liis 
bo8»t : — Uputt leaving Port Franine he pwceeded at once to 
Port Gallant, and surveyed Cordes Bay ; after wWrh 
crossed tiie Sitrait to St. Simon's Bay, and aneboiud in MiH.tr 
Cove, on its western wde, imtuediatHy to the north of F''rt 
Langaro, from whidt it is tody separated fay a jwirrow neck ot 
land. The Adelaide maaiited tfa^re id anchcd wMte Mr. Graves 
virited the diffmait parta of the bay, ^ 
attiacte^ a lo^ f^y of Indiana, several 



May 

ottr 4nd if«p t^ppaie»% veiy fewilwr and weMndia- 

pjsed^ V'- ''i '', ^ 

But th^ bad cast a l<mging on the whaJ&^bdnt, which, 
when equipped for aervicc, contained many things veiy usefull 
to them, and they laid a plan to cmry her off, which succeeded. 
One evening she was prepared fmr going away at an early hour 
il.e following day, andi to save time, erery thing that might 
l)e iwjuired was placetl in her, and she was made fast for 
tk- night. Two or three Indians were then on board, mul 
observing what was done, laid tlnfir plan, and at sunset took 
their Ictive as usual. The night was pitchy dark, and at nine 
o’clock the boat was missed from alongside. The alarm was 
given, .ind instant search made at the wigwams of the Imlians, 
who had all decamped, without leaving the least trace of 
ilicmselves or the boat. The ‘ painter,' or rojie by which 
Ik> had been fiwloned to the vessel, had licen cut through 
with some sharp instrument, most probably a knife, which 
oiir [stoplc had dmrpened for them on the grindstone that very 
(lay. • 

Every possible seandi was matle next nioniing, but w itltout 
Mirccss; die lioat tliat was left wa.s one w hich could not Ije 
iiM' ! with any advantage, and Mr. Graves rcturiKHl to P«wt 
I’ lt'iine. Vexatious aw^tlK* accident was, I could not bhune Ijim 
lot v hat had occurred, for no one hmi suiq)icion.s of such 
< ni.duct from the Indians, who, tm all otWr occasions, lust! kiqtt 
It a dist.-ince ftwm us after idght-fali. The boat was properly 
wrured alongside, and the night was so mid that no jicrson 
Mould have thought die Indians wmild exjitiw themselves to 
such a temperature ^®!?) ; for they must have swum altmgwdc 
lO cut her adrift, aoi^ then niwrt have towed her away very 
gradually, to prevent |he theft liding distxiyeted, far there were 
two pci-sons wa&ing the deck at die time. 

Mr. Tare, wlm aeampaaied Mr. Gtnvoa on tins occaskm, 
hmught me a very iVoom 

^t«), and some other Idids, and a spedmen ftten ti shrub which 

In order to ftrture^ tlw Addbude 
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waift ibrthwith fitted with craiiks 

boats when in harl>our. : ; :f > 

Winter advanced rapidly ; the ground was constantly covered 
with sfiow'j from one to two feet deep, and every night miare 
fell In the early part of June we liad a gale of wind fiom the 
N.W., which flooded the low ground ujxm wliidb our tents 
sto(xl ; but fortunately the large tent had been accidentally 
placed on a higher part, and escaped. This flood filled, and, of 
course, spbiled the water in all the ponds alx)ut the tents ; and 
wre had afterw^ards to procure our supplies from a anisiderable 
distance. 

On the 8th of June much liglitning was obsc»rvcd to the 
nortli ward, and rejjeated rumbling noises were heard, which con- 
tinued for long p^'riods ; one lasted distinctly for the apace of 
twenty minutes. At first, they were thought to be einiptions of 
some distant volcmio ; but, from the frequent lightning, they 
were proliably echoes of thun<ler, i^'verberating through tlit^ 
dee}> tavines that intersect the nx^ky ridges of the CJordillera, 
from which we were disUuit at least one hundred and fifty 

A succession of bad weather followed, during which the Iwro- 
meter fltjctuated rapidly. On the 14th, the mercury fell to 
581 17. inches, after wliich it gradually rose, with fine settkii 
vreather, until it readied 30. 50., when bad weather again sel 
in. The people at the tents experienced another inundation. 
Hiid the water risen six inches more, it would have carried 
every thing away ; and as the wind was blowing dead aj>on ih<* 
shoj'c, while a heavy surf was Ixatiiig U])on the beach, we could 
liiive rendered them very little assistance from the ship^n 

'I'he severity of the weatlier brought a most disagT^eable 
acaKripaniinent. Scurvy appeared, and incrciised ; wbiii? the 
accidental death of a seamii, iKrasioiurtt by fdliug « 

hatchway, followed by the decease of two others, of 

Mr. Ia)w, of the Ade^ma, whose Ixxly was brought to for 
burial, tended to create a despondem^y unxingst Uic cr^w that 
I could in no way check. The monotony of their oeci^iqil^ 
the chilling and gloomy appearance of tlie the 

severity, 0( the ail te^ed to ineraiie the tl)<? 
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8ick>: w gymptoitiB of thdr disease* 
The Beagle’a term of absence was, however, drawing to a close, 
and I caused a rumour to be spread, that upon her appearance 
we should quit Port Famine. To give a semblance of reality 
to this report, the topmasts were ordered to be Added, and the 
ship otherwise prepared for sea^ which had a manifest effect 
upon the scorbutic, of whom several were in a bad stage rf 
that horrid disease, and many others were just attacked. We 
fo\md ourselves now, too, thrown on our own resources for fresh 
Aiod : scarcely a fish was taken with the hook, and the st*ine, 
although frequently shot, never caught anytliing. Of birds, 
only a few hawks and small finches were procured, which were 
uli reserved for tlie sick, the greater number of whom lived 
on shore, at the tents^ wdiere they might walk al>out, and amuse 
tinemstilves as they pleaseti 

'riie jAilelaide returned from Bougainville Harbour on the 
18th of Juno, having succeci'ded in the object for which riie 
was stmt. The extremity of Cajie Frowwd, a bluff head, erv^er 
wl)idi is a round- topped hill (precisely the French Moitc'^ 
is what Sanniento calletl the Morro de S^uita Agueda. Any 
name given by this excellent old navigator is tcx> classical and 
valuable to be omitted ; therefore, while the extremity itself 
TTiay retain the mocfcrn appellation of Ca|)e Froward, the moun- 
tain by winch it is formed may still be allowed to ket p his 
distinedon. Behind it, the land ris(?s to a higher ridge, tlie 
edge of which is remarkably serrated, and probably of a slaty 
ihamcter. 

'I'be specimens procuretl from the Capo were clay-slate, 
much intermixed with iron pyrites, and crossed by small veins 
of white qiiaitBf. 0{ the anclmrages examined by Mr. Graves, 
HougainviUfe Harbour, better known to sealers by the niune of 
Jack’s Cove,M Harlx)Ur, is the most sheltered. 

It is sunounded on all sides by high precipitous hills, 
dnckly clothed wdth trees. The depth is moderate, at\d the 
M'ater so beatitifuHy edasr, that the anchors, and evtm shells 
and stones, ware distilietly seen upon the Imttonu It was here 
that BougatnviUe wood for the use of the settlement 

vot,. I. x. 
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the Falkland Isla^ids. Captain Stokes says of thia plaee : 
After seeing the abundant supplies of* timberwhich Freshwater 
Bay and Port Famine afford, I had shared in the suiprise whieh 
Byron expresses, that any one should have cxme m far up the 
Strait to get it ; but on examining the spot, I found tliat a hap- 
pier selection could not have l)een made. It is a little cove, just 
round the eastern ptnot of the Bay of San Nicolas, about a 
hundral yards wide and three times as long. Here, moored to 
the shore, a ship may lie in eight fathoms, jx^rfectly sheltered 
from any wind, t;l)e water as smooti) as in a wet-dock. Shapely 
trees, of all dimensions, are growing within a few* yards of the 
sliore ; and the Nvood, when felled, may be lioistol on board 
from the beach, by tackles from the yard-arms. Here, too, with 
very little trouble, a supply of water may be got from the 
many streams that make their way through thc« undcrwfKx) 
which skirts the cove. As we pulled up this secjuesterttl n<x)k, 
the unusual sound of our Ocirs and vcuces put to flight multi- 
tiidi*5> of bin:ls,'and the surface of tlie water w as broken by the 
jumping of fine fish. Some very eatable giHi'se were shot. Our 
stay ^v'as too short to adnut of hauling the senne ; but my boat's 
crew contrived to imlP-fill the boat with excellent musiles and 
liiUjiets, wliich are found here in great plenty.'^ 

The geological character of the cfwist lK?twwn Cape St. Isidix* 
and Son Nicolas Bay is clay-slate; ntiar the b<^ach, however > 
tins roik is not visible, since it is there covert?d with a kind of 
brtH:cia of rounded |x?bblc*s, in an indurated sandy rock, ot git^< n 
colour. The pel>bk*s are principally of slate; but some wen- 
found to be of granite and otlier quartzcise r«xk, perhaps gra r*- 
stone. 

One of the fieadlands, called by M. Bougainville Ca|)e lit - 
marquable, was examined by Mr. Gmvee tor shells^ of 
whicl) the i’Vench navigator s{ieaks. Half tbt* n>ck was bcatc(» 
to piti.*<^, without tkttjcling anything like organic mmains. 
laving shells were in the greatest abundance idjoultha base cf 
the CafK, hut that ia the case eveiy wliere. The apecies 
rally found fue tepets md muscles, but with Ultle variety atu! 
WllOVdUT.t:' - -v'V \ ■ ' . ' . ■ 
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Od the SJst of June, after a heavy north-east gale, we had 
an unusually fine day. The hills at the bottom of Magdalen 
Channel were more distinct than we had ever noticed them, 
iind Mount Sarmiento was particularly clear ; indeed its out- 
line was so sharidy defined, that the distance did not appear to 
he more than ten milea. This cxti*aordinary transparency of the 
air was at first considered a presage of wet weather ; yet the 
dear and sharp apjiearance of the distant land was unlike that 
which usually precedes a fall of rain. The long series of rainy 
weather we liad experienced made us look for a good result 
from such an unusual atmosphere, and we were not deceived, 
'rhe following day our hopes w^ere .still furtlier confirmed by 
seeing throe Indian canoes, coming across the Strait, towartls 
us, from Lomas Bay, which they would not have attempted 
iiad they not been sure of its continuing fine ; for their canoes 
arc ill adajitiKl to encounter the short cross sea found during 
liad weather in mid-channel of the Strait. 

Although the presence of the natives did not in general 
jvlcHse me, because it naturally put a stop to all w^^rk ; yet,*on 
this occasion it was agreeable, as it tended in some measure to 
enliven the monotonous manner in which we {mssed our days. 

U pon reaching the bay, the Indians did not approac! i the ship, 
but })ad(Ued into the coves under l*oint Santa Anna, where aur 
boat was employed w^atering. Mr. Graves went to them, to 
prevent iniscliief, and found they were the same party who 
bad before visitetl us. When our boats returned, tliey paddled 
over to the wigwam at tlie head of the port, about a quarter of 
H mile l^eyond our tents, and liegan to repair it, and by sunset 
were housed and sheltered for the night. We had, however, so 
huely experimctxl their treacherous disposition, that no confi- 
dence was placed in appearanvM^. Sentinels were posted at the 
tents, to give tlm; alarm, should any of them approach ; and at 
right o'clock a volley of musketry wai fired, by way of intimi- 
dation, and to inipress them with the id^ that we kept a watch 
upon their movements, and were prepared. 

While the wigwams ime repairing, a few of the Indians 
visitetl our tents; but were not allowed to* pass within a rope 
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timAi by my o«ler*, was stretched around uor {hvjperty, it 
abaction which they did not attempt to eviade At sttiiset afii 
wm) tejd to go away, and they immediately, as weU as chcx^* 
fully^ corapliei!. 

The next morning, and indeed throughout the whole diiy, 
die neighbourhocxi of the wigwams exhibited the appearance of 
a feir. I visited them, and found that they had not only re- 
paired an old wigwam, but erected another. Both together 
contained the whole party, consisting of tivenly-six individuals, 
among whom were an old man, and two old women. They had 
brought over a caillection of baskets, bowrs and arrows, stone 
heads of knives, &c, to sell to our people, who had’ always 
shown eagerness to possess these curiosities. The knife-heads 
were made generally of pitch-stone ; but the greater number 
were of broken glass bottles, which they had collected when 
they vi.<ated us last year. A few strings of beads purchased all 
their riches ; after which they sold their dogs, and Mr. Graves 
pndtured one of them for a knife and a string of tieads. It 
was a remarkably fine animal, and showed great reluctance to 
be handled by our people, several of whom were bitten in tlieir 
attempts to take him td the boot. 

At nigjit one of the canoes was despatched to collect shell- 
fish, probably sea-eggs, fVmn the reef of Rocky Buy. The fol 
lowing morning all their goods were embarked, and then they 
patldied their canoes to the beach, near the tents, where sonit 
of their men landeti. They had nothing to offer in exchange 
fw several things which tenipleii them, and wen? banning to 
grow troublesome One of them, the individual who threw a 
stone at the seigeant, jiersisting to pass the boundary tliat was 
mark id u|smi tlie ground, which n*> one of them bad befoiv 
presumed to <lo, was pushed hack by die sartincl ; «p>'' 
wliich lie ran to his canoe and took out several spears, doubt 
less intending to try to force a pwaage; hut the appeanron' 
of two or three muskets btoujf^t hfen to his sensei* 

•pears were returned to dte canoe; aftw* vrhldi he bc'caim- 
fomiliar, fjid appait^itly frfendly. Thi* dUhlr, ^wever, was 
MMm fedioired bf giwe *nw-roB^^ 



.Tune li^- sBALiKC ve«sBL8<»-9€0&Ty. 140 

&cti^< They w«Qt lotithward, landing for the night in Voces 
Bay, and the fcdlowing day went to the A^na, in Bougain- 
ville Harbour, where they remained some days. 

The day after the Indians left us, a boat came from the 
Adeona, to acquaint us that, in a day or two, she and her 
companions, the Uxbridge and Mercury, intended to leave the 
Strait for the Falkland Islands ; upon winch I prejjared. letters 
for England, and a report of my proceedings for the Secretary 
of the Admiralty. The sliips passed by on the dOth, and took 
my letters. 

This last month (June) set in with snow or rain, which con- 
tinued until the lltb, when the weather assumed a very threa- 
tening appearance. On the 14th the barcaneter fell to 29. 27, 
;ind the wind blew a bard gale from N.E. ; but in tlie after- 
noon it veered rouml to S.W., and the mercury rose rapidly. A 
g-ol! from S.W. followed, and then to the end of the month we 
had a series of moderate weather, but much snow. Tlieroean teni- 
jK-ratiire for .June was 32°, 97 the range being between 19",2 
and 48-,7. 

J uly congneiiced with an iinusnnlly low temperature and a 
Iiigii barometer ; the former, on the 4th was 12°, 2, and the lat- 
ter, at the same time, at 30,5 inches, luvhig risen sina! the 
1 4lh of June 1.82 of on inch. After this we had a few mild and 
line days, but paid dourly for them ; a northerly gale sot in, 
i<riiigifig with it unwholesome damp weather, in which the 
tein}>erature rose to between 35° Und 42°, and indteil nnidt 
of the snow that had covered the ground, quite to the water's 
edge, during the last two months. Our sickJist, {mrticulariy 
of cases of scurvy, increased so mudi, during this damp, trying 
weather, that 1 detemiinid upon sending tlie Adelaide to the 
northward, to procure a supply of fresh meat from the Pata- 
gonians ; and,rat rite tikme time, to survey that part the Strait 
lying between Cape Negro and riie Second Narrow. 

Lieuttaiaats Giuveaand Widebam, and Mr.Tani, went. upon 
this service, rite latt» being most anx^a to procure smiie 
change of diet for the. sick umler bis caic^ for some of whom 
he was mwch alamed. The ap|;ieaioni^ aavedty of rids <hs- 
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Casey although every precautbnimd becE used, mid Subie^tMilt 
attention paid to their diet, are lM)t easy to acoouht £»* t 
provisions, bread baked on board, jHckleB, ctaiibernet, btt^ 
qumitities of wild celery, preserved meats and soups^ had been 
almnclantly supplied; the decks vrere kept well-atred, dry, and 
wann, but all to no purpose; these precautions; perhaps, 
checked the disease for a time ; but did not ptigvenf it, had 
been fully expectwl. 

The Adelaide sailed on the I6lh of July, with every pros- 
}>e<;t of fine weather. The same evening, an American sealing 
schooner anchoie<l near us, on her way to Staten Land. She 
had eiitend the Straits by Cutler and Smyth Channels, and 
in forty-eight hours arrived at Port Famine. After obtaining 
sojne trifling as.sistance from our ^rge, she sailed. 

On the 525th, three new cases of scun y ap|N?ared, one lieing 
the assistant-surgeon, which increased our sick-list to fourteen. 
Ft'eling the necessity of doing something, I. ordered the hands to 
be turned up, ‘ Prt'pare ship for .sea ! ’ No sooimt had the words 
escaped the iKjatsw.n.in's lips, than all wa.s life, energy, and 
delight. The |)re!iminarj' preparations were mac|m and every 
one ItJoked forwanl with pleasure to the change, except inys> lf. 
I luul Itoped to jms the twelve months at Port Famine, with 
the intention of ccwnpleting a meteorological journal, for whicli 
this place affonJed peculiar advantages. My plan was, on the 
Beagle’s return, to des£)atch her ami the whooner along the 
West Coast, and join them in the Adventure at Chiloe. 

As (jur dfjjarture was now suppiml to deptmtl on the Beaglc’ti 
arrival, every eye was on the stretch to watch for her, and 
every morning some one of our pjirty ascended the heights, to 
look out. On the i27th she was seen, beating up freim tlie south - 
war«l ; hut as the wind was contrary, she did twt anchor in tlv 
bay until the evening. Her return was greeted tntb three mo»i 
hearty chetrs; but <jd passing under our stem* lieutenant 
Skyring informed roe tliat Captain Stedtea w** om^Sned to hi.''' 
cabin bv' illm-ss, and could ncH watt on me. I tbewfete went to 
the Beagle^ and Ibund Captain Stokes kiofcil^ ill) a**d in 
low spirits. Ile'evptiigtaed lumsclf miidt djNtrttSid % the 
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ships tb^ officers find crew under him had suffered ; and I was 
alarmed at the desponding tone of his conversi^tioii. He told 
me that the Beagle had been up the western coast as high as 
Ca|>e Tres Montes^ in latitude 47% had surveyed the Gulf of 
Penas and other portions of the coast, particularly Port Henry, 
at Cape Three Points, the entrance of the Gulf of Trinidad, 
iind Port Santa Barbara, at the north end of Carnpana Island. 

During the survey of the Gulf of Penas they had experienced 
very sevc^re weather^ both stormy and wet, during which the 
BeagleV crew were incessantly employed, and had consequently 
suffered greatly. Captain Stokes seemed not to have spared 
lumself He appeared much gratified by niy visiting him, 
and t)efore we parted be w-as for a time restond to his usual 
t iiergy, detailing the circumstances of the voyage, aixl con- 
versing ujK)!! the plan of our future ojierations with a)nsklerable 
anunaiion. 

rhe return of the Ih^^gle cheered our ship's company, and 
Oil the 30tb the Ad<?laido came back, with a largo (jiiantity of 
gvainuco meat, wliicli had been procured from the Patagonian 
Indians at^eeketPs llarlKuir. 

When He Adelaide anchond there, alxmt thirty native^ 
a))|)(ared on tlie shore. Mr. 'I'arn lauded, and comminiicated 
our wants, siiying that he wuuhl give tobacco and knives for as 
MUK^h guaivaco meat as they could pnxnire ; with them was the 
Kuegian, w ho seemed to be a leading man, and to have become 
one ol ilie most active of the party. He was the principal s])okes- 
nian,imd upii commencing tliehuot he pointed to thesnow ujKm 
the ground, and called it ‘ bueno’’ (g«K)d), Ixxmuse it would 
show the traces of the aiiimals, and the diixx'tion they bad 
laken. Mr.Wickham thus described to me the manner in which 
they hunted : Two men ascended a hill, placed themselves one at 
each end of jts summit, and stood motionless for some time, on 
the look^)ut. As soon as guanacoes w^ere seen, their position 
and movements w^ communicated^ by signs, to the men in 
the valley, who were thus enabled to approach their game uiv 
awares. The guanacoes aii5 taken die bolas, which entangle 
tlieir legs and; thrbw^ them clowa, As\sopii as they aie kUloch 
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^ * they are dcinned and cut up. The first seven hlradr^ 
pounds of meat were brought, and two Uiousmd and Ibrty'^ 
pounds were obtained ill a few days. 

This ample change of diet inspired me with the hope 
that our sick, at least those afiected by scurvy, would recover^ 
.and that after antrther large supply, which we now knew htow 
to obtain, we might be enabled to prosecute Our voyaget # 
was first intended. All hands were therefore allowed fresh* 
meat for a Aveck, and the residue was placed at the disposal 
of the surgeon, for the use of the sick, but all ineffectually f 
the list still increased, and lieutenant Wickham, with a vio- 
lent cold, and Mr. Kowlctt, with scurvy, were added to it. 

. The assistant-.surgeon's became the worst case oi scurvy oQ 
J)oard ; and our people, finding that the preparations for quit- 
ting the place were not going on, began to despond again. 
Captain Stokes was anxious to prepare his vessel for another 
cruize, being very averse to giving up our plans and returning 
to MOnte Video, since 1 m; thought the crews, from utter disgust 
at the privations and hardships they luui endured, would not 
be persuaded to go oni*another voyage ; but that If they were 
to go to Childe or Valparaiso, to refresli, they recover 

their strength and spirits, and l)c willing to ren^ the survey; 
which, hqwever, he himself seemed to dread, for he never inen- 
tione«l tbe^bject without a diudder. He was evidmitiy much 
excited, and suspicions arose in my mind that all was not quite 
right with him. I endeavoured to prevail on him to give his 
{xople a longer r^, but he was the mure anxioin to make 
preparations. On the 31 st July he sent an applicatiim for pro- 
vision.s, and in the evening I received a note from hiu, which 
was written in his fmrmer usual flow of spirits. The officers, 
howe\'er, kn^‘w (qqre of the diseased state of his mind titan I 
did V'snd it, was qwin^'to.^ hint given to that X darned 
Mr, .fZ^ro to comiBuuicfte.yi^ Mr. Bynoe, and report to me 
whetlier Captain Stokes's lieiMtii was suffidentiy restored to 

^enable him to rommepce another' cruize. This was oft the 1st 
August. Tilt prodfk»at had hcen siaJt, in oorop^rwe 
his ^plication, ahd tM.^rge^ were on boaiti the'Ati^l*^* 
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eomidering upon^ ^ei^ which wa$> ^ 1 afterwards 

foimd, very uirfavoureble, wheii a boat came from the Beagle, 
with the dreadful intelligence that Captain Stokes, in a momen- 
tary fit of d^i^pondency, had shot himself 

The surgeons instantly repaired on board, and finding him 
alive, had recourse to every means in their power, but witliout 
hope of saving his life. During the delirium that ensued, and 
lasted four days, his mind wandered to many of the circum- 
stances, and hair-breadth escapes, of the Beagle’s cruize. The 
following three days he recovered so much as to be able to see 
me frequently ; and hopes were mtertain^d by himself*, but by 
no one else, that he would recover. He then became gradually 
worse, and after lingering in most intense pain, expired on the 
morning of the 12th. ^ 

Thus shockingly and prematurely perished an active, intd- 
hgent, and most toergetic officer, in the prime of life. The 
severe hardships of the cruize, the dreadful weather €?xpe- 
rieHcetl, and the dangerous situations in which they were so 
constantly exposed — caused, as I was afterwards informed, 
sucli intense luixiety in his excitable mind, that it became at 
limes so d^rdered, as to CAUse the greatest apprelicnsion for 
tlie consequences. On the return of Uie Beagle he got l)etter ; 
and the officerb were so sanguine in hoping for his complete 
restoration to healtli, on account of bis progressivoW^overy, 
that nothing which had transpired was communicated to me 
until jifter his decease. 

His n mains were intend at our burial-grouhd, with the 
honours due to his rank, and a tablet was subsequently erected 
to his memory. 




CHAPTER X* 

Account of tlie cruize — Borja Bav— Capo Quod — Stuitrt >Bay 

— Cape Notch— Henmrks on wcathcir, nud errors of Chart— 
gelists — Lucia — Madrc de Dios — Gulf of Trinidad — Port lleiirv 
— ‘Pimivi's Irnok — Ilumvning^.birds — ^Voiy had breather — Campatm 
Island — Dan*;oi s — Gale — Wet — Sick — Santa Barbara — Wajjer's 
beam — W j«-\vams— (luuianeco Islands — Cape Tres Montes — St. Paul’s 
— Port Otway — lloppner Sound — Ca)>e Raper. 


The following account of the Beagle's cruize is drawn up 
From Captain Stokes’s unfinished journal, and from detached 
memoranda, which were found amongst his paf)ers. 

It will be recollectc^tl that, on ray departure from Port 
F;uuine, in the Adelaide, in the month of March, to survey 
jx>rtio.ip of the southern side of the Strait, I left instructions 
with Captain Stokes to proceed in the execution of his orders 
as soon as the Beagle was ready- The details of those orders 
it is unnecessary to rejieat here, as tiny w’erc perfoftxjed to my 
entire satisfaction ; it will be merely re(|uisitc, as briefly as 
possible, to follow' him through a most arduous and distressing 
service. It is the sequel that cmbilttrs the record. 

On the 18th of March, 1 sailed from Fort Famine, and 
next day reached Fort Gallant. 

** On the S8d, w*e anchofed in the little cove called Borja 
Bay, which, though very confined, and rather diflBicult t>f 
jiccess, suited our purpose extremely well. (See Sailing Dint*- 
lions). While there w^e measured the height of one of the prin- 
cipal hills in the neighbourhood, and found it 1,800 firet 

Bad weather detained us until tlie 26th, when we jxisstni 
Ca})e QuckI, and reached Stuart Bay. Many places were left 
iinexanniiid, because my object was to hasten westward faefoa* 
' the year was farther advanced. * . 

‘^ (27th.) We left Stuiut ^ay,. and mntinued our progi^s 
to the westward, with westerly winds, thick weather^ 
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March 18S8. cafip notch — hicmarks. 

The shores of the Straits were seldom visible to ns, from a 
thick mist with which they were clouded : it is, however, a 
bold coast on each side, otherwise A\e Strait would lie utterly 
unnavigable in such weather. Near Cape Notch the mountains 
spire up into peaks of great height, singularly serrated, and 
connected by barren ridges* About their bases there are gene- 
rally some green patches of jungle ; but, upon the w hole, 
nothing can be more sterile and repulsive than the view. This 
afternoon we passed Playa Parda, and in the evening anchored 
in iMarirtii Cove. 

‘"•In the course of the next day the wind freshened to a 
strong and squally gale from the W.N. W., with much rain ; 
the weather was so thick that we could scarcely make out tlic 
(V)a.st. In this kind of weather, the lower parts of the shore 
arc scr(H?ned from view by mist, and the upjier are seen 
hy niing through it in lofty masses, in a maimer which would 
1< ad a stranger to l>eHeve that the ship was completely envi- 
roned with islands. 

In the evening we anchored in the little cove called Half 
I’ort Bay, and next niorning resumed our daily struggle against 
wind, tide, and weather. 

‘‘ We crossed the mouth of a deep sound on the north %hoi*c',^ 
vvlicre no tide or current was ixmiarked : the dtdiiieation of the 
const about thisjioint is fwirticularly defective in tike old charts ; 
lortonately, luiwever, for the navigator, he has here to deal 
Avith short s where the omission of a >vhole island, or even the 
a(i<liiion of a few that do not exist, is of less constjqnence to 
liis safety tlian the exact limit of one sand-bank in other parts 
of tht‘ world. This night we anchored in Upright Bay, which, 
ilukiigh affoniing excellent shelter from the prevailing winds, is 
bafl with a southerly one ; as, from tlie steepness of the bottom 
requiring a* vt»ssel to anchor close to the shore, suiBcient scopc» 
is not left for veering cable. 

Sheltered by the high land ui^r which we were anchored, 

* Aftoi-wards examined by Roy. It was called Xaultcgua 

by ^^armiento, who very correctly d«M^bes it, — (Sarmiento's Voyage,^ 
p« 208 .) . 



16$ :• ■ , ; 

with the exception of ocmicHial |^tif down 
tsounds, we the wind %ht at b^t 

travelling oflhe scud overdiead showed that the usual wfmlher 
prevailed* We weighed early next mornuig (SQtb)^ and by 
noon had reached so far to the westward that the eastemmast 
of the rouml islands in Ca|^e Tainar Bight bore i^rth about 
two miles. By nightftill we were off Cape Cortado; but the 
weather seeming startled and the wind drawing to the south, 
w^ard, I resolved to keep under weigh, and try to get out tosuu 
that night. Circumstances favoured us; the weather was fine, 
the moon remained unclouded, and the wind held at S*S.W. 
An hour after mifUiight Ca|>e Pillar lx>re W.S.W., distant 
about two miles, juul thence we shaped our course for the 
Evangelists, which we passed at the distance of a mile. 

The Evangelists, as they are called by the early S|>aiiis)) 
voyagers, or as they were afterwards nanicd (1670) by Sir 
Jolui Narborough, the Isles of Direction,'* are n group of four 
nxtky islets, and some detached rocks and breakers, occupying 
altogether a space of thrt*e miles ; they are exceedingly ragge d 
and barren, and suited only to aff>rd a re»ting*place for scuIm 
and oceanic birds. From the heavy sea prevalent there^ and the 
raging surf that generally breaks around, lanciliig on them 
CM be rarely practicable ; yet sealers efiect it. The mate of a 
scaling vessel told me that he tiad lamled on the largest in « 
whale-boat, aial ki!Ie<l several thousand seals. The Evangeiint^ 
are of sufficimt height to be ae® in clear weather fitan a ship's 
dt-tjk, at the distance of ux or sciwn lcague% but the sujjtrioj 
elevation of the coast on both sides will usually mulcr it 
visible,^ before these islands can be observed* 

Imnicxliatoly on rounding the Evangelists a cape was dis- 
tinguished, ap{>eantig to tenrnnate the northern coast lini% 
which we made out to be * Cape Isaljrf' of the Spaniih cliartx. 
It is a steep, rocky piumcattory of great lieigbt, havmg at its 
base some detachexi colmmmr ibaas^ of toA^ and at its sum- 
mit a f>ea|k^ and a serrated ; off if ^ 

♦ llectMsNi fwiiid a 

ga(haet»a ' ■ * - 5^. 
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whidt ;^rbva$ to bb thAt 'Oe%lel{tod) of wliich Lieut. Sky- 
ring and I took the bearing ket year, when we were tm the 
summit of Cape Victory, 

“ Northward of Cape Victory the land forms a bight, 
of whidi Cape Santa Lnoia is the north-eastern headland. The 
coast in the interval is exceedingly rugged and mountainous. 
Cape Santa Luda may be distinguished by a portion of flat 
table-land, about one-third of the altitude of the mountain 
from which it proceeds, and terminating at its outer face witli 
a peqxmdicular precipice, 

“ The coast Itet ween Capes Isabel and Santa Lucjia is dan- 
gerous to approach nearer than ten miles, for tlierc are within 
that distance many sunken rocks, on which the sea only occa- 
sionally breaks. Some of these breakers w'ere seen to seawar'd 
of us, os we proceeded along the coast, at the distance of five 
or six miles. When off Santa Lucia, whales were very numer- 
ous around us. , 

The general aspect of this portion of the coast is similar ti» 
that of the most dreary ^larts of the Magalhaenic regions : bare, 
nigg(Hl, rocky, and mountainous, interset:ted by Edicts, and 
bordered by islets, rocks, and breakm. 

“The information we possessed respecting the prevalent 
winds on this coast was very scanty; yet, dnee all we could 
procure represented them as prevailing from the northward and 
north-westward, I considered it advisable to take advantage of 
the present southerly wind to proceed to the northern part of 
the coast assigned for our survey, instead of stopping to explore 
the bight between Cape Isabel and Cape Santa Luda. 

“ Fimn the bearings at sunset,* we tan along the land with 
Wght moonlight, sounding eveiy Iwur; and at daylight were 
about tai nnles from the Ishiiui of Madre de Dios, 

“We dosed the lahd and imobeeded to the ncrdtwiu’d, keepn 
ing at A distatH^ of about ituDee tmles^off shore, soundii^ 

• Beaglel«laiidN.7l“ Ni, 32*. a MmarksMs moun- 

tain in the bight between Cape ftkta Liatiia sad Oi^ leabel N. 1 1®. W. 

'Spe Suita bt^isN.as*. W.f'd^siu^' off lAori tli^ and 

suundinge 
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between twenty-eight anti thirty4hn^,^lhtbom^^^^ 

The weather was clear and fine, and we were enabled to jnake 
observations, and take the bearings and aiiglt^» necessary for 
laying tiomi the coast satisfactorily* 

* At timm we were in latitude 60® 12' south, and in the 
meridian of Cffjx' Tres Puntas, Ix^tween winch cape 

bearing from us N. 13® E. (magnetic), distant eight iniles^ 
there was evidently an inlet : this cape is market! on the chart 
as Caj>e William. The character of the land is the same with 
that w Inch we ha<l hitherto passed, bare, rugged, rocky moun- 
tains, with jK?aks, and sharply serrated ridged. From daylight 
to noon we had run twenty-one mites along the coast ; in that 
interval only one inlet w’as stH?n, which was in the latitude of 
50® ^?7' sfMith, agreeing well with the ‘ West Channer of the 
Spanish chart. It was four miles wide at its mouth, ainl 
rtppoarc<l to follow' a winding course to tlie eastward. The laiirl 
of C.’ijx* Tres Puntas curved in to the eastward, until it closet! 
with Cajjc William ; at dusk we were abreast of Ca|>e Willia)?!, 
and two leagues off shore, where we lay-to till daylight, le 1 
wislud to examine the inlet bi'twam it and Cajx* Punt.is, 
which subsequently provetl tol)e Sarmientos Gulf of Trinidad, 
The old navigator tlui.s describes its discovery : 

‘‘ * At daylight, 17th of Marrb, 1579i in the name of tlie 
ma^t l)oly IVinily, we saw land, l)earing E*S*E., ten leagut-s 
distant, towards which we steered to explore it. At mukl i} , 
Ix'ing near the land, we oWrved the latitude 49|®, but Her- 
naialo Alonzo made it 49® O'. In appnxiching ilte rftore we 
a great l>ay and gulf, which trended d^fdy into the laral 
towards some snowy inouiitains. To the south theit? waa a high 
mountain, with three peaks, tvlierefore Pedro Smrmiento mnu^i 
the liav ‘ Golfo de la Sam itrinta Treiddadf The highest land 
of the three jx^aks was named * Cabo do IVea Puittasd month s ’ 
This island is l>are of vc^etalion, and at the watar-idde is hnv 
and ruggtxl, ami lineti with breakers ; cm the are many 

white, gi:ey, ami black or r<xk. 

Six leagues to die m>iih of Cape Tm 
side of the whi% It fciirtua a lail^ backt'd 
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to thfe rtbrth by low landi^d fnwrted by ihany islandfi. This 
high mountain, which appeats to be an island from the offing, 
was called * Cabo Primero.’ ’* 

“ The following night was clear, and the wind moderate 
from S.E.jbutin the course of next morning it shifted to N.E., 
with squalls, rain, and thick weather ; we worked into the inlet 
notwithstanding, and by noon had peached three miles within 
its S.W. hearl-land. Cape William, and were abreast of a bay, 
into which I sent a boat to look for anchorage. On her return 
we stood into it, and anchored in the excellent harlmur, after- 
wards named Port Henry, where we remainetl from the 2d to 
the .5th of April, employed in making a tHJH’ect survey of the 
l)arl»our and its adjacencies, and determining the latitude and 
longitude.+ 

“ The inner harbour, distinguished in the plan by the name 
of ‘ Aid Basin,’ is jwrfectly land-locked, and sufficiently s|>a- 
( ions to contain a numerous squadron of the largest ships in 
I wont y fathoms water, over a mud Ixrttom, and as completely 
sheltered from the effects of wind and seu as in wet-dcK-ks. At 
tin; south-west aide of tlie basin is a fresh- water kkc, which dis- 
charges itself l)y a small stream, whence casks might be con- 
veniently filled by means of canvas hoses, and the shores 
around Itave wood for fuel in abundance ; but, from the lofty 
surrounding mountains, some rising almost perjietidtcularly to 
ail elevation of two thousand feet, the thick clouds with which 
this basin was generally overhung, and tlm densii exhalations 
tliat arosti from it during the rare intervals of sunshine, togctlier 
witli the exceeding prevalent of heavy rain on this coast, this 
place must be disagreeable and unhealthy. Such objtxtions do 
not apply co the outer harbour, for while its shores afford 
shelter, they do not obstruct a free circulation of air. It is 
sufficiently large to afford emtVenient and secure anchorage for 
five or six frigates. 

“We hauled the seine with vtay poor success, as a few smelt 
only were taken j we ha4 no better luck with put fishing-lims ; 
• (Siirmiettto, p. 63.) ’ 

t The descrip^ea of Hetuy to ghreh in eta- Ssiliag Birtfetions. 
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but the trial might have been more jppitebka^ wotbcirsieasibti^ 
judging from the number of seals we saw on the rocks oR* the 
Port, which live principally upon 6sh/ Muscles, bm{)ets, and 
sea-eggs abound here, and are good and wholesome of their 
kind. Birds are few in number, and of the species most common 
in these regions. No quadruped of any kind was seen but 
the purser told me that he itad observed, near the iandy beach, 
tnices of a four-footed animal, resembling those of a tiger: he 
foUowi «1 them to a cavern, and thence to the jungle. He also 
said that he Jiatl seen several huinming-bmls. 

With the exception of wild celery and the arbutus berry, 
I kiKjw not of any useful vegetable production that this place 
aftbrd.s, unless the ^ WinterVbark tree’ may be mentioned. 
Some coarse grass, fit j^rhaps for animals, may be there pro- 
cured. The only signs of inhabitants were some wigwams on 
the western point, which seemed to teve \ysen long forsaken : 
ii6 their construction they were precisely .similar to those erc^ctcsl 
by the migratory tribe^s in the Straits of Magalhaens; and 
the shells of muscles, limpets, and sea-eggs, within and about 
theiii, showed that the former teoantB of these hovels drew, like 
the tril>es, a principal part of their subsistence 

from shelkfish. 

** Around the harl)pur are granite mountains, perfectly bare 
at their summits and north-western sides, but the lower parts 
are thickly covered in sheltered places and ravines, partly with 
trees, and j>artly with brushwood: among the trees grow ing 
here we observed, as usual, two kinds of beech, a tree like the 
cypress, but of small size, and the Wintar’ihbark. The under- 
w'o<xl is compr>aed of idl the various alirubi we had met witli in 
the Stndts of Magalbat^is ; an<l this brushwood Is so thickly 
spread over the lower parts of tlw? shores of the harbour, thar 
it is only by crawling over it tl&t the din^ance of a few yard.i 
from the rocks can be gained ; and being generally of insufli- 
cient strength to support a lami^s wei^^ 
way beiieatb hiin,and he is so oamjdet^y 
difBcuh fof hhn " 

o?tdie trees "attahl 
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for any thing but firewpo!<|||pf feUe<i there was scarcely 

one that was not more ^less rotten at the heart, a defect 
probably caused by the extreme humidity of the climate. 

During our stay, the master, accompanied by our boat* 
swmn‘’s mate, (X) an experienced sealer, wcmt to take seal on the 
HK^ks, and retuimed in a few hours with some of the inferior 
sort, called ^hair seal,’ which were numa^ous ; but the surf was 
in most places too heavy to allow them to land without mucli 
risk. The fry of the young seals we thought extremely good, 
not exceeded even by the finest lamb’s fry. 

On the morning of the 6th we work^ to the westward, to 
<'lear the hind on each side of the inlet ; and at sunset, Cape 
Tres I’untas bore N. b, W. |W., distant two leagues. The 
northerly breeze, which vre had vrorketl with since leaving Port 
Henry, increased rapidly tea hanl gale, and by 8 r.M. we were 
rt.Iueed to the close-reefed main'>topsail and reefed fort'sail. 
The gale continueil with unabated violence daring the 6t!i, 7th, 
and 8t)i, from the north, N.W., and S.W., with a confimHl 
mountainous sea. Our dei^ks were ctmstantly fltxxlt'd, and we 
could rarely show more than the close-reefed main-topsail and 
ru fed tbresail. Only two accidents (K^cunred : the little boat 
vhich we carried astern w-as washed away by a heavy sea that 
broke over us, while hoisting her in-lxMird ; and the marine 
biuometer was broken l)y the violent motion of the vessel. At 
noon, on the 8th, Ca[>e Corso bore from us, by account, S,I\. 
(true), distant hfty-five miles. I had tried to gain a wide offing 
to get a less turbulent sea, and l>ecause not eveti an outline of 
the s(^a-coast of Campana Island was dtawn hi the chart. We 
had not, during thc^ three days, a glimpse of the sun or of a 
for it blew a tknastant gide, accomjianied by squalls, thick 
weather, and rain. According to the lime Of year, the season 
of winter l^id not arrived, but the weather seemed to say it was 
already come — % . , 

Sullen and Hadi witi) i^ it^s risit^ train 
Of va|)Wurs, cliHtds, 

rf) Thouias Sorrell, now boati^waia ^^ !l« was boat- 

am of the Saxe Cbbtmrg, when wre^ed in Pary Harbour.— Ii< F. 
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^ <VThe wind abaUHl at xky% ^ the 9th^lihd 
iK)athwtird 9 and thence to the SrE« (the fdr weather quarto 
this coast). We liore up to make the Iaiid> and at about 10 a^m. 
the ‘loom’ of it was seen from the inast-he^. At iiomt, high 
mountains were visible fixnn the deck ; our latitude, by obser- 
vation, was 48^ 51', and our longitude, by ohrunometer, 00^27' 
west of Port Henry. No soundings were obtained wiili one 
hundred and ten fathoms of line. Hence we steeix'd east (mag- 
netic) towards a rt'markable mountain, which, from our lx»iiig 
nearly in tlie parallel of it at noon, has been marked in th^ chart 
as Parallel Pi^ak. The coast we were upon was that of the 
Island ‘Cainpana,’ aiul, in its geneml appt'arance, did not differ 
from that of Madre de Dios. It was late Isefore we got very 
close to the laud ; but, for a cuu)>]e of lt‘agueK to the north* 
ward, and alKnit a league to the southward of the {mrallel oi* 
our latitude at noon, we could distinguish rocks and breakers 
skirting the coast to a distance of two leagues from the shon*. 

‘‘ At dusk we ha\iled off‘ for the night ; but instead of Ixing 
able to resume the examination of the coast next morning, wt‘ 
ha<l to encounter another gale of wind fmm the N.W., which, 
liefore noon, reduced us to close-reefwl maiu-tojmil and rc‘ef(il 
foresail. This gale suddenly subsided in the western ijuartc? . 
wliioh was singular; for those we have ex|)eriem’ed general ly 
coma^enced at north, thence drew round to the westw’srd, froui 
which |X)int to S.W. tluy blcw>^ with the greatttst fury, and 
hauling to tlw aouthward, usually abated to the eastward of 
sou tin 

“ During the aftenaKm, we again made the laml near 
Parallel Peak, but could not closif it. Next momiiig (Hth), 
with fine weather, ami a fn**!* breexe at S.W, b. W., we ouco 
more saw the land about PartdW Peak ; and when distant hum 
the shore alxmt eight miles, steered NMaE. along the coast 
At noon our latitmk was 48^ 4fT* 

“ Throughout ou? nih al<^g to noisi diis we skirted 

a imntter o( nicky iskt% mrki^ and lying dauc 

at l)ie ikree! or 

elevated ft^,a]bove 
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u^wash^ a^d tfaer^ wm th^ themselves only 

occasionally* Along this line the surf beat very heavily, and, 
outside, a long toliihg prevailed, in which the ship was 
very uneasy* 

<^Tbis line of dangers is imt altogether continuous; for 
there is an opining about two mites wide, abreast of Parallel 
Peak, to the southward of which is a bight, where |K>ssibly a 
harbour may exist ; but, coiifjdering tlie prevalence of heavy 
westerly gales and thick weatlier, if there be oney few vessels 
would venture to run for it ; and this line must, I should 
think, be considered as a barrier that they ought not pass. As 
seal are found on the rocks, vessels engaged in that trade 
might not, perhaps, be deterred by these dangers, but every 
otlier '.vould give all this extent of cojist a wide l>erth. We ran 
past tlie breakers at the distance of about a mile, having rocky 
oundings, irom tliirty to twenty-thrt^e fathoms. 

‘‘ Tlie termination of the coast line northward was a high, 
nigged island, with a small peak at the north end. Hie extro 
niity of the maiil land was rather a high bluff* ca|x», wheiute 
the coast extends southward, with craggy, mountainous peaks 
and ridges, as far as Parallel Peak, At sunset, the N.W. end 
of Cmnpana bore north (magnetic), distant three leagues, and 
from the masl>head I could see very distinctly the l^elt of rocks 
anti breakers extending uninterruptedly to the northwrird, as 
fai as tlie end of Campana. 

Wt hauled oft’ for the night, and bad light variable airs, 
or cal Ills, until 2 a.m* of the 12th, when a breeze from the 
northward sprung up, and freshened so rapidly, that by ruKui 
wc were again reduced to a close-reefed main-topsail and 
loresail. The gale was accompanied, as usual, by incessant min 
and thick weather, and a heavy cemfused sea kept our decks 
always flo^xlcd; 

‘‘ The effect of this wet and miserable weather, of which we 
had had so much since leaving Port Famine, was too manifest 
by the state of the sick list, on which were flow many patients 
'vith catarrhal, pulmonav^r, ami 

gale continued th^ 18tb, 
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wha), Imving moderated* we l:K>re up and steei*ed N.B» to 
ao 3 e the land. At ntKm a good meridional altitude gave our 
latitude 48® 30' south, and about tlie same time we saw the 
land bearing N.E. b. E., which we soon made out to be Parallel 
Peak. After allowing amply for heave of sea, and lee-way, 
we were considerabW south wwd of our reckoning, which 
indicates a southerly curient ; but under such circumstances 
of wind and weather its exact direction, or strength, could not 
be ascertained. 

{>nx'eetled along the land, taking angles and l)earing« 
for the survey, and at sunset Ute N.W. end of Campana bore 
from us north (magnetic), distant live leagues. Being now off 
the N.W. end of the island of Campana, which forms tlie 
sfmth-westorn headland of the Gulf of Penas, I considereci 
that, Ix'fore I pnxoeded to examine its inlets, I ought to l<H>k 
for the Ifarlxjur of Santa Barbara, which has bmi placed on 
the old charts in this ncighbourhocxl. Accordingly we lay tu 
during the night, and at 4 liore up to elosii the land ; at 
daylight tlie extremes of it w'ere sc^en indistinctly thront>b a 
%*ery cloudy and ha^iy atiriospbcrcy from N. 3!)® E. to S. .53® J ), 
About mion the liveather cleareil off, and wc got the ineruliju! 
altitudtM>f the suu, which gave our latitude 48® OS' south. ' 
We directed the cours*? for the Dundee IbKk, and wheu 
abreiist of it, ?teemi N.E. (comjmss) lor an ofxming in the low 
part of the coast Bhead, backed by very high mountains, whieii 
we found was the entrance of Port Santa Barbara. Tlu' coast t'> 
tiic southv/ard was lined with nicky islets, rix^ks, and breakers, 
extending a It^guc to s<*award,aiHl th«re were otbers to the norti* 
ward. We Herein a channel half a mile wide, thniugli wluch w ^ 
conlinucHi our anirix*, fsoundiiig from fifteen to dieveii fathom % 
aiul in the evening anchored near the entrance of llie harbour. 

• The NMV'. cml of the f«Ian(l de la Campann hearinj^ K. 71® ‘h- * 1' 
Two huTOiiiorky isiiands (answering jpjretty well in po«itiori witf* 

the Guuianet^ff hUmh if Ott ch&rU} N. 30', l 

N. 4 ^'.. hi., and « rrnmrki^de rock, tl»|i * Dandee ’ of Bulkelt?y 

Cummieirii, ahoiit foitydive feet riiiiig Itki a 4nwer IVnm the ^‘e»> 

diirliati henrhg eiil.af 
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Aft our ptesent situation was completely exposed to westerly 
winds, I went t6 examine a deep bight in the southern shore, 
which proved to be a good harlwur, perfectly sheltered from 
all winds, with a depth of three and a half fathons over a fine 
sandy Ixittom. Iii the afternoon we weighed anchor an<l 
warped into a berth in the inner harlx)nr, where we uuwred in 
three fathoms. I found lying, just aVmve high-water mark, 
half buried in sand, the Warn of a large vessel* We immt'- 
diately conjectured that it had formed part of the ill-fatwi 
Wager, one of Lord Anson’s wjuadron (of whose loss the talc 
is s.) well told in the narratives of Byron and Bulkeley) : the 
dimensions seeftietl to arrrespond with her size, and the con- 
jecture was strengthened by the circumstance that one of 
tilt' knees that attached it to tlie ship’s side had been cut, 
which occurred in her case, when her decks were scuttled to get 
at the provisions ; all the Iwlts were much corrtKied ; but the 
w ofHl, with the exception of the outside being worm-eaten, was 
IK'i fectly sound. Our carpenter pronounced it to be English 

ojik. 

“ I'he land about this harbour is similar to that alxrut Port 
Henry. Its shores are rocky, with some patches of sandy 
l)o:ich, but every where covered with tret*, or an impervious 
jungle, comjrosed of dwarfish trees and shrubs. The land, in 
most places, rises abruptly from tlie shore to mountains, some 
ot‘ which attain an altitude of more than two thousand leet, and 
arc (piiie bare at their summits and on their sides, exatpt in 
sheltered ravines, where a thick growth of trees i.s found. These 
mountains, or at least their bases, where wc could break oil' 
sp»;cimcn.s, were of basalt, with large masses of quartz imbedded 
in it ; but on some parts of the shores the nteks were of very 
coarse granite. 

“ As In the vicinity of Port Henry, thickness of the 
jungle prevented our going far inland; the greatest distanw 
was gained by Lieut. Skyring, who, with his wonted aenl to 
prosecute the surv^, ascended some <rf the mountains fcHP the 

• length twenty feet five inchsS s lisifi twelve inches, and 

moulded eight Inches and k hdfc ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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putpose of obtaining bearings of remote points : he iwiarked 
tip me, * that many miles were passed over in aseendiiig ev^ 
moderate heights; die land was very high and very irregular ; 
the mountaiiH seemed not to lie in any uniform direction, and 
tlie longest chain that was oliserved did not exceed five miles. 
The flat land between the hdj^ts was never two miles in 
extent : the ground was always swampy, and generally there 
, were small lakes recA-iving the drainage of uiountaimstrcains. 
Indeed the whole coiuitry appeared broken and unconnected.' 

“ Some of the mountains woe ascertained to be 2,600 teet 
high, but the general height was about 2,000 Iwt. A large 
island, on the northern side of the harbour, is an excellent 
watering-place, at which casks may be conveniently filled in 
the btiat. It is also an object of great natural beauty : the 
hill, which forms its western side, rises to seven or eight hun- 
<lred feet, almost j)er|K?ndicuIarly, and when viewed from it.s 
base in a l>oat, seems .stupaidous : it is clothed with trees, 
among which the light-green leaves of tins Winter’s-bark trev, 
and the ml flowers of the Fuchskn, unite their tints wiUi tls' 
ilarker foliage of other trees. This periMndiculor part cxteiwh 
to tin' northward till it is met by the Ixxiy of the mountain, 
which is archcxl into a spiu'ious cavern, fifty yards wide and a 
hundred leet iiigh, wlMise sides are clotlmd with a rich growili 
of shrubs ; and before it a cascade descends down the steep 
faev of the mountain. 

“ On the shore wefoiimJ two Indian wigwams and the remain.' 
<jf a thinl ; but they had evidently been long deserted, for tlic 
grass had grown up both around and within them to the heigh! 
of more than a fiwt. These wigwams were exactly similar u> 
tlmse in tlie Btrait of Magaihaens : tme was larger than any 
I hatl met with, lieing eighteen feet in diameter. The only land 
Wrds I saw were two owls, whicli passed by U» after dusk will; 
a screeching noise. 

“ On tlw patches of sandy beach, in the inner ;h«rbour, wc 
Itaukxi the s^ne, hut unsiicc^wfitUy ; n^ expeeted ^ find fish 
pientiftd htw, frcM sectug ntany senia oii the ,tneks ontsidt', 
and frupj flt|d%g water qtute red wjUi the tqpawn at cray- 
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fish. Mosries «nd limpets were pretty abundaat, and the shells 
(ConcMtpas i^uviema) used by the Magalhoenic tribes as 
drinking cups, were found adhering to the rocks in great 
numbers. # 

“ Nothing could be wt«rse than the weather we had during 
nine days’ stay here ; the wind, in whatever quarter it stoo<i,‘ 
liHHight thick heavy clouds, whidh jirecipitated themselves in 
torrents, or in drizzling rain. We were well sheltered from 
the regubr winds ; but hiajny troublesome eddies were caused 
by the surrounding heights, while the passing clouds riiowetl 
tiiat Htnmg and stiually north-west winds were prevalent. 

“ On the morning of the 04th, we put to sea with a southerly 
hree/.e. The extent of coast from tin* eastern |)art of Port Santa 
Harbtira to the outer of the Ouaianeco Islands presents several 
inlets running deep inttj the land ; bnt it is completely btnmd 
by rocks and rocky islets, which, with its Iwing generally a lee- 
shore, renders it extremely unsafe to approach. Observing fen 
ojv ning between 8t>me islets, of which we hajl taken the liear- 
ing at noon, w'o stood in to see whether it afforded anchorage ; 
aiul approaching the extremity of the larger islami, proceeded 
along it at the .distance of only half a mile, when, after running 
two miles through a labyrinth of rocks and kelp, we were com- 
piled to haul out, and in doing so scarcely wcathereil, by a 
ship’s length, the outer islet. Deeming it useless to expend 
further time in the examination of this dangerous portiorf of 
the gulj, we proceeded towards Cape Tres Montes, its north- 
western headland. 

“ At sunset Cape Tres Montes Ijore N. 05® W., distant 
eigbtcfCTj miles. In this point of view the cajKr makes very 
high !md Indd ; to the eastward of it, land was seen uninter- 
luptt'dly as &r as the eye could retwh. We stood in shore next 
morning,* and were then at # to htiow, precisely, which 
was the cape. The highest mount-ain was the soutiimi pro- 
.jwtion, and h^ been marked on the chart as Cape Tres 
Montes: but none of the Inights, from any point in which 
we .saw them, ever appeared te ‘ three modnts.’ 'Ihe land, 
though mountainous, seemed mom iroodwi, and had a less 
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nigged outline than that we had been hitherto coastings siooe 
leaving the Strait. Wc steered along the western coast of th^ 
land near Cape Tres Montes, and at noon, lacing tliree miles 
from the shai?e, obst^rve<], in latitude 46^ 5. south, tl»e cape, 
bearing N. 80® E. (umg ), distant seven miles. The northern- 
most caj^ in siglit N. 26® W., distant ten miles, soundings 
iiinetV' seven fathoms. Shortly afterwards another cape opened 
at N^ST® W. (nmg.). 

‘‘ The {)ai‘allel of forty-seven degrees, the limit assigned for 
our survty, Iwing alrciuly passed, I di<l not venture to Mlow 
t he coiist. further, although we were strongly tempted to do yo 
by stfing it tivnd st) differently from what is delineated on tho 
o\i\ charts. An indentation hi tlie coast presenting itself 
1 k*i wchhi inoimtainous projiK‘tions on each side of low land (of 
which the northernmost was tJie c^pe set at noon), wo hauled 
in to Wk for «n anchorage; but it proved to he a mere 
unsht llcrtxl biglit, at the lK»ttom of which w^as a furious .surf. 

then stcxxl to the southward, along the land of Caj>e Trt s 
Montis, with the view of examining the north side of the Gulf 
of HefTas. 

‘‘ The following moniing was fine: Cape Tres Montts lK)rt' 
N.E., distant ulxait three leagues. We lay oft' and on during 
the ilay, wdiilc the manter went in the %vhale4ioat, to exainiiv 
a sarnly bay {<if which Ca|x^ Tres Montes WM the easternmost 
}H>int) for ancfioragi: : lie returns! alxmt sunset, and repntrd 
ttiat it did afford am^horage; but. was quite unsheUertxl fro»o 
wind, and exjx>sed to a great swell. Tire boat’s crew hail falK iv 
in with a numlier of seals, and iIk- quantity of young mir.s try 
tliey brrrtight on l)oar<l afforded a wrelcome regale to their mess* 
mates and tliemselves. 

At daylight (27ih) we were four l^gues &om (^apt* 
Monu-ss, Ijcaring N. 6» W. (magnitie) * i«raarkal>k 
ntarked in the chart the ‘ Sugar 1.0^,' N. Iff’E., distant 
twx*nty-four mill's, and our souttdinga were sixtj^eight fethoms. 
Tbiji reitembled to appearance^ the Sugar Loaf at Hi" 
lie JaiK^rii : it |roiB a ciaater-uf^fl^taiid tliickiy-^^ 
Lli|iiils,f appacnitty the eattera ti^r^an ialet» of 
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the land of Cape Tjpcs is the western head. Further to 

the NiF. stands a lofty and remarkable mountain, marked in 
our chart as ‘ the Dome of Saint Faul’s.’ It is seen above the 
.adjacent high land. The height of the Sugar Ltwif is.1,836 feet, 
and that of the Dome of Saint Paul’s, 8,^4 feet. 

“ During the day we worked up towards the land, eastward 
of (’ape Tres Montes, and at night succeeded in anchoring in 
a sandy bay, nine miles from the CajK’, where our depth of • 
water w'as twdve fathoms, at the distance of a cable and a half 
off shore. We lay at this anchorage until noon the following 
dav, 'vliilc Lieut. Skyring landed on some low rocks detached 
from the shore, where he was able to take some advantageous 
angle'! ; and on his return we weighed and worked up the gulf, 
between tlu? eastern land of CapeTres Montes, and high, well 
wiKxhxl islands. The shores of the main land, a.s well as of 
tlie islatids, are bold, and^the channel between them has no 
dangers : the land is in all parts luxuriantly wooded. AVwut a 
niilo and a half to the northward of the sandy beach which we 
li.id left, another, more extensive ; and a.mile further, a 
eoiisi<lorabl(! ojiening in the main land, about lialf a mile wide, 
])rt .'tented itself, having at its mouth two small thickly-w'ooded 
islands, for which we steere<l, to ascertain whether there was a 
liarlw>ur. The water was deep at its mouth, from thirty-eight 
to thirty- four fathoms; but the comparative lowness of the 
shores at its S.W. end, and the appearmce of two sandy 
iH acht induced us to expect a moderate depth within. As we 
.••dvanced, a long white streak was observed on the water, anil 
was rcportetl from the mast-head as a shoal ; but it wa.s soon 
aM\>rtained to lie foam brouglit down by the title, and we had 
the satisfaction of michoring in sixteen fatlioms over a sw^y 
lw)ttoin,.in a very excellent port, which we named Port Otway, 
as a trilmto of respect to the Conunandar-iti-chicf of the South 
American Station, Rear Admiral fiir Rc^rt Waller Otway, 
K.C.B.” 

A deficiency here occurs in Captain Stdeea’s joumsd« which 
the Beagle’s 1«^ barely remedial Frmaa Ute 80th of April to 
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tlte dlh of May therci was u succ^on of stormy weather^ 
aecotYipaniecI by almost incessant and heavy rain, wludi pre. 
vented the ship being moved; hiit prw^ed, in one respect, 
advantageous, by aifbrdiug a verji^asonable cessation fkmi 
work to the fatiguecl crew, and obliging Captain Stokes to 
take some little rest, which he so much required; but regretted 
allowing Jnmself, and submitted to most reluctantly. He con- 
- timK?s his joiiriiiil on the 9th of May, stating that, Amcmg the 
advantages wbicli this adn)irable port presents to shipping, a 
capital one seems to be the rich growth of stout and shajH^y 
tiinl>er, with which its shores, even down to the margin of the 
vsea, are closidy funiished, and from which a frigate of the 
largest size might obtmn spars large enough to n^j^dace a top- 
mast, topsail-yard, or even a lower-yard. In order to try what 
. wtmid be the quality of the timber, if, in case of einergency, it 
were iistd in an unscitsoiieil state, I sent the carj)enter arul his 
^«ew to cut two spars for a topgallant-mast and yaitl. Hiosc 
they brought on iKwd W(?re of lK‘ec‘h-w'cx)d ; the larger Ix ing 
ihirimii inches in diameter, and thirty fevt in lengA. 

Oti the 10th, the weatlRT having impmvcil, the IJeaglo 
niovid to the head of the inlet, to an anciiorage in Hoppner 
SiiUiid, and on the 11th I went with Lieut. Sky ring to examine 
the o|K'iiing, off which w'e were anchor(?d. 

On each side of it we found coves, so perfectly sheltered, 
and with surli inexhaustible siipplk^ of fresh water and fuel, 
that we laim''nted tlieir wot l>eing in a part of tlie world whciv 
Mjch advantages cendd Ixmefit navigation. The depth of water 
in mul-ihamiei was generally forty fatlmms; in the bights, or 
covtrs, it varied from sixteen to tweuty-6vc fet horns, witlt 
ahvays a sandy botionn We saw a great many hair seals, shoah 
of " pic-lmld |)or}x>i!ies, and birds of the usual kinds in con 
siderable inimlxrs. On several points of the shears were parts 
of the skeletuiVB of whales ; but we no where »aw a four-ftH>ted 
animal, or the sbghtt*«t trace of a human haWtation. i b'^ 
tiDu^^ual fineness of the morning, the smoothtie»s of the 
and the lamimUy of moun^insf 

alnmst to thm ^tj^uniiis by the IhUart cverv 
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leaf at resty coail^ed yriih the stiUneu around to ^ve the 
scene a iringolar Mr of undisturbed repose. Wc reached the 
extremity of the inlet, wbi(A we found was about six nules 
from its mouth; and thiok^ that it was the inner shore of «t 
istlinuis, of no great width, curiosity prompted us to endeavour 
to see its outer shore : so we secured the boat, and accompanied 
bv live of the boat’s crew, with hatchets and knives to cut their 
way, and mark the trees to guide us on our way back, we 
plunged into the forpst, which was scarcely pervious on account 
of its entangled growth, and tlie obstructions presented by 
trunks and branches (»f fallen trees. 

“ Our only guide was an occasional glimpse, from the top of 
it tree, of the ranges of mountains, by which we steered our 
course. However, two hours ’of this sort of work were rewarded 
bv linding ourselves in sight of the great South .Sea. It would 
Ik‘ vain to attempt describing adequately the contrast to the 
late (juiet scene exhibited by the view we had on emerging 
from this dark wood. The inlet where we left our boat resembled 
;i calm and‘se(iuestercd mountain lake, without a ripple on its 
waters: the shore on which we now stood was that of a liorrid 
lock-lMUud coast, lashed by the awful surf of a boundless 
(X t-an, im})elUxl by almost unceasing west winds 

Our view of the coast was limited on each side by rocky 
moiintaiiums promontories : off the nortliernmost, which 1 
called (!a}x' Ilaper, were rocks and breakers, extending nearly 
.1 mile to seaward. Having taken the few l)earings our situation 
enabled us to obtain, w'e retradetl our steps to the boat, mul 
by aid of the marks we had left on the trees, reached her in an 
hour and forty-three minutes. 

“ Some of the beech-trees of this wood were fifteen fcet 
in circumference ; but I noticed none differing iii their kind 
from those already observed a^ut Port Otway. A few wrms 
wore the only living creatures we saw ; not even an insist was 
lound in our walk. In the beds of some of the shrtsuns intcr- 
H-cting the w«xkIs was a singularly sparkling aaml, which had 
much the appearance of that some of our party carried 
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a bag^full on board to be tested. Tlie shining substance proved 
to be, as I had supposed, the micaceous particles of disinte- 
grated granite. It was not our good fortune to discover streams 
idmilar to those sung of by the poet, 

“ Whose foam i» smber» and wlatfie gravel gold.** , 
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I^pave Port Otvray — ^San Quintin’a Souud — Gulf of Ponas — Kelly Har- 

l)our St. Xavier Island — Death of Serjeant Lindsey — Fort Xavier— 

Yg^nacio Bay — ChanneFs mouth — Bad weather — Perilous sttuaiion — 
Lomc the yawl — Sick list— Return to Port Otway — ^Thence to Port 
Faiiii tie— Gregory Bey— Natives — Gnanuco meat — Skunk — Condors 
^Brazilians— Juanico— Captain Foster— Changes of oflihers. 

The Beagle returned to Port Otway the following day, and 
in an interval of l)etter weather obtaitKHl the observations neces* 
sarv for ascertaining the latitude and longitude of the }>r>rt, 
aiul for rating the chronometers. 

Captain Stokeses journal exmtinueson thel9tli of May : ‘‘We 
loft l\irt Otway, and /is wxai as we had clearcHl its entrance, 
stooivd P.N.E. across the gulf; leaving to the northward all 
that cluster of islands, distinguislied in the chart as the ‘Marine 
I shuuls,’ and went to within a mile fnan the eastern shore, 
dlionco we ran four miles and a lialf panillel with the <lirccHion 
of coast E.S.E. (mag,), at the mean distance of a mile off sliure. 
'ri)c aspect of the eastern and w^esteni jxirtioiis of this gulf is 
vo/y different, and the comparison is much to the disuAlvantage 
of the cjistcrn. Ranges of Imre, rugged, rocky inountains now 
presented themselves, and where woo<l ivas seen, it was always 
stunted and distorted. A long swell rolled in upon the sluire, 
and ( Very thing set?med to indicate a stormy and inclement coast. 
'J'heiv are a few bays and coves, in which is anchorage depth, 
with a pretty good liottom of dark coarse saml : but rock-weed 
in large patches, seen in some of them, denoted foul ground ; 
and they are all more or less ex|x>seci, and extremely unsafe. 
As night ailvanced, the weather became rainy and iJiick ; so 
having reachetl a bight which sectued less insecure than 
others that we passed^ I hauled in, and at about seven p.m., 
i^uided only by the grisuliial dearer of out soundings, from 
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fourtoem to eight fathoms, and the Dense of tlie Burf» caiij^e to 
an anchor. 

** Next morning (f^Otb) we found that we had anchored in 
a small bay, at about half a mile from a shingle beach, on 
which a furious surf was breaking so heavily as to prevent onr 
landing any where. We were completdy exposed to S.W. 
winds, with a heavy rolling sea ; and the surf on all paints cuts 
off communication with the shore. A breeze from the S.W. 
would have rendered it difficult to get out, and would have 
exposed us to imminent hazard. It is called on the chart Bad 
Bay. We left it eagerly, and proceetlcd to trace thecixist to the 
E.S.E., until we were nearly abreast of a moderately high and 
thickly- wooded island, calhxl PurCell Island. We jmssed totlie 
northward of Purcell Island, leaving on the left a rock only a 
few feet above the surface of the sea, which lies alx>ut midway 
lK*twmi that island and the main land. As we advanced to 
llie eastward, a large aud very remarkable field of ice was set n 
lying on the low part of the coast, which, at a distance, we 
took for a dense fog hanging over it, as nothing of the kind 
was observable in any other jjart. Whtm nearly abreast of 8ar) 
Xavier Island, a deep sound wrasoWrved to the left, or north, 
which we concluded was the San Quintin Soimd of the Spanish 
chart : it seemed to Ik? abmit five miles in breadth, and follow- 
ing a westerly direction. We kq>t sight of the Sugar liOaf, and 
other ptiints we had fixed, until more could be establislieji, 
which aiaWeti us to chart the ctiast as we went along. My next 
objtTt was to trace the Sound of San Quintin to its termination, 
and at nightfall we succeeded in getting an anchorage at (lio 
entrance. 

^On the 21st wc proceedwl up the sound, passing to l!i<‘ 
north wartf of IX'ad Tree I aland. Our soundings, until abreast 
of it, were from sixteen to ten fathoms, on a mud bottom ; >t 
then shoaled to four fathoms, anil after itinmng about thm 
miles in that df|>th, we come to aii anchor at 
mite ftom the north shore of the sounds in four fathoms. 

l&eeedingly^lkui weather 
Ffuwi aitfval, 
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until midnight of the 2Sd, it rained in torrents, without the 
intermission of a single minute, the wind being strong and 
squally at W., W.N.W., and N.W. 

«When the weather improved, on the 23d, we weighed, and 
made sail along the northern side of the sound, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether it admitted of a jmssage to the 
northward. We kept within a mile of the shore, sounding from 
eight to fifteen fathoms, generally on a sandy bottom ; and a 
rim of seven miles brought us within three miles of the bottom 
of the inlet, the depth of water being four fathoms, cm saiwl. 
Tlic termination of this sound is continuous low land, with 
j)atches of stindy lM?ach, over which, in the distance, among 
Tiiountains of great lieiglit, we were again able to make out 
and take the liearingof that remarkable one, named the ‘ Dome 
of St. Paiirs.' The shores of this inlet are thickly wooded ; 
the land near them is, for the most part, low', but rises into 
inountiuns, or rather hills, from twelve to fifteen liundrtHl feet 
in height, from which many streams of water desceiu!. As 
KCH>n as a ship has passed Dwid Tree Island, slie becomes land- 
Icx ked ; and as in all parts of the sound there is anchorage 
depth, with a nnicldy or sainly bottom, the advantagt»s offered 
to shi})ping would be of grcjit consequenC4:tin parts of the world 
more freipiented than the Gulf of Pchas. 

Whales were numerous, and seals were seen thi.s inlet, 
now called the Gulf of San Estevan, 

llejH!e we went to Kelly Harbour, at the north-e?istem side 
of iIk! Gulf of Penas, four miles N.E. of Xavier Island. The 
land around it is rocky and moiintaiuous, but by no means 
hare of w<xk1. Near the entrance it is low, as coiuparetl with 
the adjacent land ; but in the interior are lofty snow.cappi:»i! 
mountains. 

A large field of ice, lying on the low land near Kelly Har- 
bour, was remarkable. There was none on the low grounds at 
the other (southern) side of the thougli it was almost iIk* 
winter solstice at the time of our hrisit- 

Another day and night cdTincessant rain. In the morning 
of the 25tli we had of hail, mill at daylight found 
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that a crust of ice, alK>ut the thickness of a dollar, had been 
formtKl in all parts of the horlwur. The water at our anchorage 
being fresh at half- tide, was, no doubt, in favour of this rapid 
congelation. Lieutenant Sky ring having completed the exagd- 
nation of the harliour, we left it and steered between St. Xavier 
Island and the mainland, through a fine l)old channel, nearly 
four miles wide, with a depth of more than thirty fathoms. 
The land on lioth sides is closely wooded, and rises into high 
mountains. About dusk we sUxxi into Port Xavier, a little 
bight, wnth a sandy Ix^ach, on the eastern ride of the island ; 
and, at a distance of two cables" length from the Ix^acb, aiicJiom! 
for the night in seventeen fathoms. 

(26th). Tins sandy Ijeach extended alxjut half a mile lye- 
tween the points of the l)ay, and, at fifty yards from the water, 
w as Ixninded by thick woodland, which rose with a rapid it.scont 
to the height of a thousand feet. Tlie trees were like those iii 
tjic neighboiirho<Hl €>f Port Otway, and were stout aial welt- 
grown. A tret', large enough tor a frigate's topmast, might he 
selecttri close to the shore. Tlie Winter’s-bark tree attains here u 
greaU'r size than I had Ix'fore seen. One, which was felled by (au 
\y<xxl-cutter.s, measured eighty-seven feet in length, and 
thn*e fiTt five inches in circumference. All the trees wen? in t'nl I 
foliage and verdure, thovigh the .season curres|Kmded to the lat- 
ter pint of Noveoib^T in our northern ktittides. At the soiuli 
cud of the sandy beacli was a stream of fresh water, several 
yards in w idth, and various waterfalls descendc*<i fttnn the moun- 
tain.s. The shore to tlie southward w'as com{)o»e<l of fragments 
of granite, lying at the liase of a lead-coloured clay cliff, 
least thrt*i* hundred feet in height. In this clilf the moiiiitaiu- 
torrents bad fonned deep cluisins, and strewed tlu‘ kneh 
with its debris, and witli upr<x)t4d timber. The oviy living 
creatures seeii were stcainer-ducks, kiiig-fiaheri^ a**^l turkev- 
buzxaidx 

While on shons I recriffd a 

ciiig the ch-atlt of j^rjeaiit Lindsey, of the i&oyal Marines. 
Purity the kat tWdiiya be Nad 
of btoughi' . 
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« The foltowiog day (27th) a grave was dug, awl we dis- 
charged the last sad duties to our dep^ed shipmate. A wooden 
croM was erected at the head of his grave, on which was an 
inscription to his memory : we also named the south point of 
the bay after him. About noon we left Port Xavier, and coasted 
the island, at the mean distance of a mile, examining it for 
anchorages, until, after a run of eight miles, we reached its 
south point. For the first four or five miles of that distance, 
the coast of the island consisted of a high steep cliff, having at 
its base a narrow beach, composed of variou&*»i/.ed masses of 
rock; In the interior there were heights, rising twelve or four- 
te<m hundred feet, wooded nearly t*) the summits, with many 
streams of water descending from them ; but for the remainder 
of tile distanee the coast was low, and the wood stunted and 
scanty. All along the shore rolled a heavy surf, that would 
iiave rendered any attempt to land exceedingly hazardous ; 
there was no place fit for anchorage, except a small bight, near 
the extreme south jioint, into which we stood, and with some 
dilficnlty succeeded in anchoring at a cable’s length from the 
hore. The bay proved to lie that called by the Spanish mis- 
sionary voyagers ‘ Ygnacio Bay,’ Over the south point,— a nar- 
row tongue of land, about five hundred yards across, with 
rw-k-s and breakers stretcMng off shore, to the distant* of two 
null s,— we (<x)k liearings and angles to various fixed points in 
the northern jiart of the gulf. The liUitude, chronometric dif- 
ferences of longitude, and magnetic variation, were determined 
on shore at this southern point. 

“ Our ob^rVatimis being completed, we left this anchorage ; 
and as it is little likriy to viait«d again, it will be enough to 
•>aj that it is exceedingly dangerous. Nothing would liave 
induced me to enter jt, but the du^ of examftdng the coast for 
anc oi age, and the dUuger Of reigning uod^ sail chuic to an 
unexplored shore. . ^ 

“ Under on ImpioMnon that the'^d of^t. Xavlee^ was the 
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wene of the Wagef’s wreck, I wislml to 'exainan# 
side; but a stimig N.N.E. wind did not permit so, 

without risking the loss of more tinm than^could be ^pmred for 
an object of mere curiosity. I steered, theKf<»v, to theamal^.- 
eastward for an inlet, which proved to be the Chanindi^a Mbuth 
of the Spanish charts, and reached it, after running aeventeem 
miles from the south cml of Xavier Island. We got no sound- 
ings with ninety fathoms of Hnt», when at its entrance ; but 
making no d(jii}>t that we should get anchorage within, we lefl, 
at the distance trf half a mile, the islets of the nartheni point ; 
passed K'tween two others distant apart only onc>l^tb of a miJe, 
and shortly after ancliored in twenty fathoms, sheltered by an 
island to tlte westward, but with rocky idets around us in s’ I 
directions, except the S.E., some of which were Ws tluin 
cable’.s length from us.* Here we were detained until the lOtb 
of June by the worst weather I ever experienced ; we roilc 
‘with tliree anchors down atid the topmasts struck ; ami iltoug!! 
we lay within a couple of hundred yards of the islands and 
rocks, and less than half a mile from tlte shtmes of the inU-t, 
such a furious surf broke tm tiieni all, tiiat it was but rarely 
a Ixiat could land, even in the least exposed lituations t!ie 
inlet adbrded. The eveiut^ of our arrival was fine, and wr? 
pot up the obserratory tent, on dte island to the westwan! 
of tM; but the weather was so bmi» durii^ the next day, 
that we could effect no landing to mnove it, ^though wc 
anticipated the result that fidlowed, oamaly, its being washcii 


*way. 

** In the diort intervals of the honrilde weathaf that pn - 
vailnd, boats were «eid to the nordiem dhote inlet, fut 

the purpose of procpruig water and fudli |«it d*e»gh they 
scanetimes succeeded, by dtid of gieal fHabBriMiiiMa in landing 
thsxMi^ a raging smr^ it was but laikloni tln^;4tauld embark 
the small i»sks (bsurecasl whii^ bad beett Jhe 

they bad cuL v -v' ’: 

“ -lipon .shore die niwterrobaB^^ 

aas'i ft aiw ai d i -edM Idw*'' 
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he deseeded tbm to be exactly like those we had hitherto met 
to the southward. 

« Tlus was the northennnost prant at which we noticed 
traoesof human beings. 

“ Finding tfaeboats' crews suffer much from their unavoidable 
exposure during continually wet weather, I ordertd some can- 
vas to be given to each man for a frock and trowsers, to be 
painted at the first t^portunity, as a protectfoii against rain 
and sprSy. 

“ Nothing could be more dreary than the scene around 
us. The lofty, bleak, and barren heights that surround tltc 
inhospitable sJiores of this inlet, were a)vend, even low down 
their sides, with dense clouds, upon which the fierce squalls 
that assailed us beat, without causing any change: they seemefl 
as immovable as the mountains where they rested. 

“ Around us, and some of them distant no more than two- 
tiiirds of a cable's length, were rocky islets, lashed by a tre- 
mendous surf ; and, as if to complete the dreariness and utter 
dc.solation of the scene, even birds seemed to shun its neigh- 
bourhoixl. The weatlier was that in which (a.s'Thompaon em- 
phatically says) ‘ the soul of man dies in him.’ 

In the course of our service since we left England, we have 
often lieen compelled to take up anchorages, exposed to great 
risk and dai^;er. But the Beagle’s present situation I deemed 
by far the most perilous to which she had been exposetl ; her 
three aachwa were down in twenty-three fathoms of water, on 
a bad bottom of sand, with patches of rock. The squalls were 
terrifically idoUmt, and astern of her, distant only hdf a cable's 
length, were rocks and low rocky islets, upm which a furious 
surf ragvd. 

” I mi|^t use Bu&eiey's words m deseribii^ the weather in 
dus tm^ymrliood, and nesady at this amsem : * ShowoB of 
rdn and Uift, whkk beat with sudi viole&ce agiunst a man's 
face, that he can barfly withstand H.' 

“ On the 10th, die wind hehig moderate^ and the weather 
batter, preparadons weinr me^ H, quit this faerrid place. We 
put to sea, wift a hreeae ftmn N. b. W., which 
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increased rapidly to a strong gale; and sewely 
freed from tlie channel, than we found oursielveB in aheayy 
confused sea. Anxious to clear tlie entrance, I had not waited 
to hoist in the yawl, with which we bad weighed one of our 
anchors, cx|K<;ting to fiml smooth water as we went ; hut 
the sea we met maile it vinsafe to tow* her, and while»Hadliiig 
U 2 > to lier iu, slio^ was m badly stove by blows received 
from the vH>leiit motion of the sltip» that we were obliged to 
cut her adrift. This was a heavy loss. She w^aa a l)eautiful 
Ixmts twenty-eight feet in length, — pulled and sailed wdh and 
wm ro<»my, light, and buoyant; her loss was «?cund only to 
that of the ship. 

\\\> endeavoured to clear the Guaiane^ Islands, by carry- 
ing a !u*avy press of sail, but stx>n after miduight were obliged 
to furl tlie reefed mainsail. Before daylight the wind shifted 
suddenly to W, lx N., Oiking us al>ack by a violent stpiail, 
with inucli vivid lightning aotl heavy rain. Our admimi>Ie 
little Vt‘s.^cl paid off without sustaining any damage ; but (or :\ 
minute her situation was critical. At daylight, the latui nf 
CniAi Tres Montes Ijorc W. 1 N. (magmatic), distant ioui 
Ifcjiguts. The violence of the gale we haid just had put it om 
of our fH>wer to clear the gulf; and, from tlie state to wiiicli 
w^^re reduaxJ by the loss of our yawl, both gigs being in bad 
condition, and our cutter m imich stove aa to lie usidess, I con- 
sidered that it would not l>e justifiable to attempt pnaadiie; 
in a lone slop to an unknown and most stormy coast, wiihout 
a single efficient Ixiat ; so I m?jolve<l to hasten to Port Otwu\ , 
and put the boats into an effective state. VVe Imd winds 

all day ; but in the evening succmled in harbair^ 

and anchoring iiextrly iu our old berth. On the l^th and 14th, 
we liad a coutintiod iiaril gale^ with the ui«ial 
of heavy rain. The carpentew were, howeyet> hM^oonstaiitl)' 
at work to muler the cutta* effective On 
of tfie sick ,lii5t caused me to require fl»m> ^ 
opiniou m to the * mtemiy i4 a 
Teyiii||, opemtk>n5^.^.-■, Mn 

to, a sil^sioti ot 
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incessarii and teivy rain, accompanied by strong gales, the 
hefdth of the ship’s company had been seriously aflected, par- 
ticularly with pulmonic complaints, catarrhal, and rheumatic 
affections; and that, as a recurrence of them would probably 
prove fatal in many instanLces, a tempSSrary cessation would be 
of the greatest advantage to the crew, by affording an op{X)r- 
tunity of recruiting their health.’ 

On receiving the above communication from the surgeon, 

1 ordered the yards and topmasts to be struck, and the ship 
covered over with sails. Precaution was used to prevent the 
people from being subjected to frecpicnt ex}K:>sure, by not 
i r.jploying any of them in l)oats, except once a day in procur- 
in/T muscles, and every thing was avoided that could in the 
hast interfci^e with the recovery of their health : but this placer 
is exceedingly ill adapted for the winter quarters of a ship’s 
coinjiany, as "the woods that surround it, down even to the 
w inters edge, allow no spat^ for exenise on shore, and there is 
jjeiilier game nor fish to be procured, except shell-fish ; of 
which, fortunately (muscles an<l clams), we found an alnui- 
daiice, and they provtxi in removing Hymptoms of scurvy, 
hcsidos affording a change of diet. The place Wng destitute 
oi inhabitants, is without that source of recreation, which 
intercourse wiili any |>eople, however uncivilized, would aiford 
n flip's ram))any after a laborious and disagreeable cruist^ in 
tiuse dr<":iry solitudes. Every port along this coast is alike ill 
Minted tor a winter’s residence, and it was only our |x?culiar 
situation that induced me to determine on making a diurt 
>tay at tins p1^ 

Here poor CaptaiiT Stokai^s remarks and notes end. Those 
who have^been exposed to of socli trials as bis, ujKin an 
unknown le^ shore, during tie worst deseSriptibts of w eather, 
will understand and appreciate some of those feeiings wliicit 
wrought too poiknfiilly upon M 
The Beagle ihmiained qiiiet until tlie SSth of June, when the 
MUrgeon re|M)rte<J the ctcw suffliriently hcaltiiy to perform 
iw duties mthout ahy injury to their 
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Leaving Port Otway, she steeled alcmg the ooe^ with, attaage 
to say, easterly winds and tine weather, whadi enabled Lieut. 
Shyring to add much to the survey oi the coast of Medre de 
Dios. Captain Stokes now began to riiow symptcans of a malady, 
that Jiad evidently been'^brought on by the dreodflij[ state of 
xiuxiety be had gone through during the survey the Clulf 
of Penas. He shut himself up in his cabin, becoming quite 
listless, and inattentive to what was going cm ;'and after entering 
the Strait of Magalhaens, on bis return to Port Pamine, he 
delayed at several places without any apparent reason j ccmduct 
quite op|x>site to what his would naturally have freen, had he 
then been of sound mind. At last, want of provisions obliged 
him to hasten to Port Famine ; and the day on which he arrived 
every article of food was expended. 

The fatal event, which had cast an additional gloom over 
every one, decided our quitting the Strait. Both ships were 
immctliately pnqmred, and we sailed on the 16th August ; 
but jtreviously, I appointed Lieutenant Skyring to act as com- 
immdcr of the Beagle ; Mr. Flinn to be master of the Adven- 
ture; and Mr, Millar, second master of the Advemture, to act 
as master of the Beagle. The day we sailed, Mr. Flinn was 
taken ill ; and, Lieutenant Wickham being on the sick li^t, I 
was the ordy commissioned officer able to keep the deck. As the 
wimi was ftom the N.W., we were obliged to beat to wind- 
ward all night, and the next morning were off Sandy Point ; 
but it blew so very strong from the westward, and the wi a- 
ther was so thick from snow-etjualls, which passed in rapid sue 
cession, that we bore up, and anchored in Fresliwater Ihiy, 
where the ships were detained by nortberiy winds until il'.e 
SJst, when wc proceed^; the wind, howevrir, i^ain 
we anchored about half a mile from tW in a l«g!>h 

seven miles southward of Sandy Point 
were underweigh t'arlv, and reached Gregory 3^* When o.r 
Elizabeth Island, I ditched the toFecIcfit'* Ihoboor 
to recall the Ad^daide, in which li^^iiaillwt halves bad becu 
sent to protEt're suanaco meed. wrlted throng > 

bqiwi^ iEskod awl Cape HBgro, And ww 
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US at anchor off Pec^et’a Harbour before we entered tlie Second 
Narrow. ^ 

Upon our anchoring under Cape Gregory, two or three Pata- 
gonians were seen on the beach, and before half an hour had 
elapsed other* jcdned them. By sunset .several tuldos, or ‘tents, 
were erected, and a large party had arrived. When the Adelaide 
first went to Pocket's Harlwur, Mr. Tam told the Indians 
that the Adventure would be at Grcgr»ry Bay in twenty-five 
days, and, accidentally, we arrived punctually to the time. The 
Patagonians murt have been on their way to meet us, for they 
could not have travelleci from Pecket’s Harbour in the short 
sjjace of time that we were in sight. To their gn at mortification, 
however, we held no communimtioii with tliein that evening, 
au<l the next day the weather was so bad we could ni>t even 
lower a boat. At noon the wind blew harder than I had ever 
u itnessed ; but since we were on good holding-ground, and the 
water was smooth, no danger was antieijjated. 

As the snow-squalls clearetl off, we louluxl towards the 
I’atagonians, with the full exjrectation of seeing their huts 
blown ilown ; — to out astonishment, they baii withstotjd the 
storm, although placed in a very exjwsed situation. We counted 
twelve or fourteen of them, and judging by our former expe- 
rience of the luiinber belonging to each, there must have been, 
at kost, one hundred and fifty persons coUectetL During the 
gale they kept close ; and it was only now and tlien tliat a soli- 
kiry individual was obst*rved to go from one toldo to another. 

T!ic weath^' having moderated, the Beagle and Adelaide 
joined us on the following day. They rtxle the gale out, with- 
out uccidfMit, off the entrance of Pecket’s Harbour. The next 
morning Iniing fine, we prepared to proceed; but jireviinis to 
weighing I landed, imd coannunicated srith our old acquain- 
tances. Maria was with thei^ and, if possible, dirtier, and 
more avaricious than ever. We coUw^ted thegrianaco meat they 
had brought fiar ua; distributed a few parting presents, and 
then returned on board, 

I he Adelaide brought sixte^ bundrid pounds of 
^ “c », with ,w^ was firstiObtidoe^ atnounted tofour thousajotl 
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pplinds weight ; and co$t allogetbar ten pounds aS tobnc^, 
forty biscuits^ and six ix>cket*knivea At |int a biscuit was 
considered equivalent to forty or fifty pounds of nlRtot ; hut as 
the demand iucreastd, the price rose four or fire hundred per 
cent. With the Patagonians were two of Mr. Low's crew^ who 
had left him. They were Portuguese, in a nuserable st^, and 
appeared to be thoroughly ashamed of being the companions of 
such a dirty set : they could not apeak ^ngliah^ and could give 
us very little information. They had not then assumed the 
Indian garb, although, from the state of their dbtbes, they 
would very soon be obliged to adopt it. 

At Pec-kefs Harbour a few w<Hds of the native languagt 
were collected, which an? very dilFcreut from those given by 
Palkiier, in his description of the^ Patagonian natives: ho says 
himself, that the language of the northern Indians differs 
materially from that of the * Yaaina Ctinnees.' 

During Lieutenant Graves's conimanic>ation witli tiie natives, 
at Pocket's Harbour, he obtained some interesting infonnatinri 
respoi^ting these Indians, whic!> wdll la* given in a subsequesn 
part of the work. 

Tl>e Adelaide brought me a few very gratifying addititiMs 
to my jRoological collection, among which was th€‘ Zurillo, or 
Skunk, of the Pampas ; differing in no way whatever from th»' 
s]>ecies found al>out the River Plata, ia such luunbers as lo 
impregnate the air with their disagreeable odour for many anK s 
around. 

I have frerjucntly found the scent of this offensive littk am 
mal distinctly {perceptible when I was on Ixianl the Adveritujv, 
ly ing at anchor alioul two miles from Monte Video, 'viih tn* 
wind blowing from the land. • 


• D'Aarara, in hu ffuf rilistnire Nsturells dH Qtladrup^fK^^ < 
ParttgMsr, gives the fnUowing acvoiint of this iMftliiial, which he < 
Ysgousi'^. it borrows in the grmiod, oats insects, eggsi «®<1 
tt can tbea*. ai^<! move* about the plains sa# fiflds both by *. 1 . 

sad f^ghl in iOereb of fwHif bimhiog tho with it« budy, • » ' 

e$krry^i$ itv tad ft re{;:iirds ant die preseiiee 

Otteinfl madk' Id ^ 

its'. .bo#, 
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A v^ay I«rige condor was shot by otw of the Adelaide’s 
party, which measured, in length, four feet three inches and a 
half, and nine feet two inches between the extremities of the 
wings. It was presented to the British Museum. Many exag- 
gerated accoimts of this bird have been given by old voyagers; 
but the largest dimensions stated, of whose accuracy there 
exists no doubt, are those of one that was preserved in the 
Leverian Museum, winch measured thirteen f^t one inch, 
from wing to wing. This, however, must liave hem m old 
bird; for the <me we killed is larger than the usual size of 
sjwiiinens which have been obtained. Molina states, in his 
account of this bird, vol. 1. p. 898, that the largest he ever saw 
measured fourteen'feetand some inches (Spanish measure), from 
the tip of one wing to that of the other. M. Humboldt also 
gives a detailed description. 

“ It is with the condor,” says this celebrated voyager, “ as 
witii the Patagonian, and many other objects of natural histbrj'; 
the more they are examined, the more they diminish in size.” 
'i'hey inliabit the highest mountains of the Andes, and only 
tiesvend to the plains when pressed by hunger. Frequently, in 
trot'ps, they attack cattle, deer, guanacoes, and even the puma, 
and always succeed in killing them ; but their principal food 
is carrion, of which, in a country so abundantly stocketl with 
qu!Klrn]>ed,'', tliere is probably no want. 

Our departure from the Strait was attended with beautiful 
'vcMthcr ; the moon was full, and the wind fair and moderate. 

(Lis position awaite.thc approach of it« enemy, at whom it ejects its ariue, 
« bich produces so unbearable a sinctl, tiiat neither ma!>, dog, nor tiger, 

will attempt to toach the animal. 

The yagooi'r# moves very slowly; and cannot ntn. Tt prodooes two 
young ones, which are placed at the bottniu of ita bitrrow. The nneon- 
quered Indians of the Pampas ntidte mantles with tfa<!c furs of the fox, 
cavia, or other Mimals,and border them, with the akios of the ysfouai^, 
wliich are very soft and fine, and would be fit fog, being employed by tho 
furrier were it not for the diaagrerahto odour which they impart to 
every thing they touch. Th* Indiaoe eat the fiesh of this anitnal, which 
t »ey irritate until its only ttieatis of dedblnce is unavailing, and it o*« bo 

captured without eftmive emaequcftcoa. 
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' OR; '(Hir:09ur8e'witii rapidity/ ;■ 
'il^ tunely supply of giunaoo loeirt h^ CQMididy dte^^ 
RBurvy, for we bad no .wr caum added to -the mudber the 
«ieIi4 BOwainoiuiting.to twenty. *f%e Bea|^.ii(^ Qot aoaidkly ; 
hot. darii% die last wiseii npRaidaiaf^^^l^^ 
pulaaoaiic, had oocuned, apd aei^i^ Cte 

' UiB a man feB. OTerbbard fiton 

: ami was drowned. . ' • 

In latitucte 4#* S. wc were flayed db««e ildrdierly 

winds and damp foggy weathfO’t whidN a-jhesH S.W. gale 
carried us into the River Plata. ' llaidng f^ good ebro. 
nraneter sights in the aftmifKffl^ We steered on through tlie 
night, iotoading to pass to the vat^ipard at the Arotoiedes 
Shoal ; which would hare beem radi^ a radi step, had we not 
been weU assuml of the coiteidhess of otor chrODometrica) 
i^koning. At this dml Bniail and Buemn Ayres were at war, 
and some of the Idockadittg squadnm ni t!m former wort 
generally t#be met with in the mouth of the river ; hut we 
saw none, untB half past two in the moridog, wiien several 
vewwls wow obserimd at an^mr to keward, we were soon 


eJoae to a squadron of br%s and schooneri^ yiboae nuinlxT wav 
eridhsit by a amfurion of lig)d% roeke^imd musketry, on 
board every Vesad. 1 bom dknrii to^:j^^ bail, of the 

nearest, wWdi proved to be the Cikninodoie% the Marariao of 
rnghtmi guns; aiwl on appioaolung, explaliiied who and what 
we were; but they were no ooofus^ I eould even make 
myself understood. Tim the so light. 


that, fearing to get foul of the b%, ^ up '•> 

the wind, and Urn, apckir^ prdeiwdvto'^::^^^^^^ “ 

dtqsper was 'fold,- and bejfipw:i|p^^ the 

Bbiaithms hid 'fimd- mv«nl. haj^X without 

ilflM^aay 'misdd^; (iodtdnta^^ 

diB&-ly atidior,. frith a brda«h|da^ nhi^ idter c«i>- 

; iurioiijt'f .nmplfrmjdi^ ^ity. 
the 

and AtemiitL o- 
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our ack («* htti oidy to nien on deck), we might 

not be detainer M even a few hours might prove of serious 
consequence; but all I could urge was unavailing, and we 
were detained until daylight with trifling excuses. We were so 
situated, that unless the brig veered her cable, or dropped out 
of our way, we could not move without getting foul of her, else 
I should have proceeded without permissbn. After daylight, 
the brig gave us romn, by tripping her anchor ; and upon an 
officer coming wi board to release ug, I told him my opinion of 
the affair, and said I should'report the captain's conduct to his 
tulmiral. This report was aft^ards made, in a very spirited 
iiiaiiiier, by Captain Henry Dundas, of H.M.S. Sapphire ; but 
the adniinTl defended the conduct of his officer by sayjng that 
he had merely acted, magnaconiponcre parv is,” as aii English 
blockading squadron would have done in a similar case. 

Whether the act was borne out, or not, by the law or cus- 
tom of blockade, it was very uncivil ; and one for which, after 
the explanation given, and the proofs offered, there could not 
Ix' the slightest occasion. Owing to this detention, we did not 
roach the anchorage at Monte Video until too late in tlie day 
to procure refresluncitts for the sick. We found, to our sorrow, 
that fresh pro.'isions were so extreoiely scarce, owing to the 
war, that none could be procured for our ships' comptmies ; 
ami had it not been for the kindness of Senor Jtianico, a well- 
known, and highly esteemed resident at Monte Video, who 
supplied us plentifully with bitter (Seville) oranges, we might 
have been much distressed. The free use, however, of this fruit 
alone caused a rapid clasnge in tlie health of those affected by 
scurv'y, and in le«i than a week every man was at hia duty. 

A few days? after our arrival, throu^ the intervention of the 
British minister, a peace was concluded between the bellige- 
rents, in winch Buenos Ayres gauged aU it had contended for, 
and Brazil gave up what she ap imperimiily demanded. 

I was extremely gratifted by tni^ng, at U»s port, tlie late 
Captain Henry Eoster, in Chantietor, on his pen- 

‘ ulmii voya^. He wasi^stabliil^ at an observatory on a 
s>nall island, cidM Isl^ I lost no 
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time in proceeilhig, and found him deeply 

sates of observatiom. whteh has reflix:ted go much hmunte upon 

fate m^iory. 

Before be sailed, I made an arrangmnent to meet the Chanti- 
■ deer, either at Staten Land or Cape Hmm, fbr.tfae purpose of 
supplying her with provisions, to enable him to- proceed thentt 
to the Cape of Goo<i Hope, without returning to Mmtte Video. 

On thel3<.h of Octoher, we sailed for Bio ^ Jandto to pnv 
cure some .stores, which had been sent ftmu England for our 
use,- and to lx.' caulkerl and refitted. The Beagle remained at 
Monte Video, to prepare for our next cruise. Before we wm: 
really to leave Rio de Jandro, the Cominanderdn-chief, Sit 
Roliert Otway, arrived from Bahia, in hi? flag-stiip, the Ganges. 
Sir Robert acquainleil tne, Uiat he considered it necessary for 
the Beagle to lie hove down and rejaired that he intended 
to sujKTsede Lieutenant Skyrtng ; and bad sent the requi.site 
< orders to Monte Video. When the Beagle arrived, Lieutenant 
Rolx‘rt FiU Hoy, flag lieutenant of tlie Ganges, was ap[)oiute(i 
a.s commander; Mr. J. Kempe, mate, a* lieutenant ; and Mr 
M. Murray, second master of the Ganges, as master. 

Although this arrangement was undoubtedly the prerogali'c 
of titeCmnmaiider-in-chtef, and I had iw reason to com{)ljiii» of 
the selection he had made to fill the vacancies, yet it seiMmil 
liard that Lieutenant Skyring, who bad in every way ko .veil 
^nied his jmanotitm, should l>e deprived of an appomtuiciit to 
which be viwy naturally considcml fatmaelf entitled. 

The conduct of Lieutenant Skyring, througbsut the whole 
ofhis servit® in tJie Beagle,— espedally during the survey 
of the Gulf of Peuas, and the meJandlidly illnew of bis captain, 
—deserved the highest ^«iae and conaderition; hut he was 
obliged to return to hi* faster atolfam as wdatant surveyor 
«9^ to his houour be it wid, witfa an cquawntity and good- 
will, whidi dMiwiidLhte Umnn^ 

; '■-■.'.'Captain FitaRoy.waf 

vBeaf^tisnd ^tfatmi^^ could not hot ^ much for the bittoi- 
U dimiipaiiiitmeiib I had nootm 
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The Adventw^ Jandird oa thei^tlt of 

Dwember 18S8» }ettdi% ttee ^ isoiapl^tt* iHit tepa^^ 
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Since our last virit Uw laBiui of Gorriti bidi 
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«ai the opposite shore* was blown to etottts.! When the sqll^ 
commenced, one of our boats was coming off Aom the idand; 
the officer being quite unconscious of the approaching hurcioine, 
and as she was overloaded with pec^le, I felt very tmeasy 
until after the squall cleared away, wfien I observed; her heached 
on the opposite simn*, many yards above high water:$tna]dc, 
to which jwsition she had been driven by the force of the wind. 
The violence of this pampero, during tlie twenty minutes it 
lasted, was terrific. Old inhabitants of Maldonado declared, 
that they had experienced nothing like it for the last t#«nty 
yem‘8. The spray was carried op by whirlwinds, threat«)ing 
complete destruction to every thing that opposed them. In 
less thmi half an hour it had diminished to a str(mgS.W. gale, 
which lasted during the night 
Jas/l before the pampero (W>minenced, L’Aretbuse, French 
frigate, was deserved over tl\e point of land under all mil ; but 
not being seen after the squall cleared off, we were much 
alarmed few her safety. At daylight, however, the next morning, 
was seen at anchor under lAibos Island, and near her was 
our consort, the Beagle, of whose approach we had known 
notiung; hot she appeared to he ^ring quietly, with topma.sts 
struck, under the lee of the island. L'Aretbuse slipped her 
cable in the afternoon, and ran out to sea. 

On the 1st iff Febrmwy the wind moderated, and efMbleti 
the Beagle to join us, when we found that ^ had been nearly 
capsized by the pampero ; and had sttfitrod a cooaiderabie lo.ss 
of sails and masts, b^des injury to her boats. Both toptnasiii, 
and jib-boom, with all the small ^>ars, wmw carried away; arui 
her jib and tofwails, i^hoagfa furled, were btowo to plec<‘'^. 
The vanel was on her be«n ends for some than; bat' letting 
go both anchors brouglit her head, to wind aaad r%blnl her. 
which prevaited the necessity of ctMttiog awny dm lower nutst.s. 
To add to tbeur mufortune, tsro men wcw 
liromMcfft, and dronmed ,:^- p 'l - 

These severe hanes caused roraidcnible det^nlien-; but, fbrtu- 

tbc,€laiq|^;,irrived».«Q^' 

rtpatiiiig aid replidng the dmna^. r 
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Cht'tbe ingHt ctf the Sd of Fdbaraary we experienced another 
very severe pap^ei;p,i during which one of the Bei^e'a ho^s, 
ttaukd up on shop^ was blown to atoms. The barometer had 
previonriy fall^ to 39’89. 

On the 9rii ctf Februaryj we wait to.Moiite Video, and tm the 
17th ran up the north side of the river for water ; but did not 
find it fresh until we were within four miles of Cape ‘ Jesus 
Maria.' The wind was against our return, so that we had to 
beat down the river, in doing which the Adriaide grounded, 
but without reviving any injury. We anchored twice in our 
passage out, and, at the second anchmragu,* experienced a 
very heavy westerly gale. In attempting to weigh at its oom- 
uiena’ment, our windlass wa-s so much mjnre<l, that we were 
obliged to ride the gale out, which we did by veering to one 
hundred .uid ten fathoms of chain Ciible ; and the Betgle, to 
one liundrcd and fifty fathoms. Owing to a short heavy sea, in 
•.vhich the Advimtura frequently pitched her Imwsprit and stern 
alteraately under water, her joUy-boat was washed aw'ay. This 
loss we emdd ill afilbrd, as we wt*© alremly three boats short of 
our establishmient, and wmUs; and as toe Adelaide had suffered 
severely, by losing topmast and jib-boom, and carrying 
away tije head of her bowsprit, we were obliged to return, very 
reluctantly, after the gale had subsided, to Monte Video; whence 
we filially sailed on tbe litt dT Mardi* On the 5tb a S.S.E. 
gale separated us from our cemstwts, our course, therefore, was 
directed for the first rendezvous, at Port Desire. 

When off Cape Bhuico, the high land of Espiimsa, in the 
interior, was dearly distinguished at a distance of sixty miles, 
and might probd>ly.be seentwenty miles farther; sotliatits 
height must be| at-leaiil, four Uiousai^ feet. This rw^ is oi 
irregular form, liid has several peaked auuuaits, so very thfiepent 
from die genmid featufsi of dtis coast, where the lights are 
either flat4Q{i{Md, er oiao undiik^^ that X suf^ioae 

the ruck to be of a charader uaUke ^at of the porpbyvy hills 
comia«ihmeahefflEs. > »■ ' . 

* FrSmA^ldt' the Meant (*l Moats Viile} bora If. U®. W., distant 
leaf ucMs i 
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On anchoring off Port Desire (l#h), wfe found that^i^e 
Beagle had anived, hut hati not met il^elaide- The fol- 
lowing afterno«>n I landed to examine the Tower Roek, a veary 
conspicuous object, on the south side of this harbour, having 
the appearance of an enormous dead tree with its Innn^hcs 
lopped off. On our way to it we {mssed over an undulating 
plain, composetl of a sandy light soil, lying on a rocky basis, 
which in many parts protrudctl. The soil was so poor, as only 
to phxluce a few' tufts of grass, and here and there a straggling 
iMish of Berlieris, or Piccoli, a dwarf woody shrub, which is 
much csteemtxl as firewood by the sealers who frequent the 
coa.st. Sir John Narlmrough, in describing this place, says, 
“The .soil is gravelly and sandy, with tufts of dry seared gra.ss 
growing on it again : “ from tlw tops of the hills I couid 
see a great way into the land, which is all hills and downs, like 
Cornwall, toilsome travelling to those who were not used to it " 

' The Tower R« k is evidently the remains of what was once 
probably a considerable rocky mass, which has either Ix^n par- 
tially destroyed by some convulsion, or, more probably, has 
been gradually w'orn away by Uie efftKit of weather, lake a!! 
tlie debris around, it is of a fine-grained r^ jmqihyrttic clay 
stmie, much decomposed, but very liard, and difficidt to 
break.* 

It stmids erect at the summit of a mound or heap of broki ri 
stones, of all dmf, scrnie being very large blocks, froni ten to 
twxnty, or thirty tons wwght. It is alswit forty feet high, aivl 
twelve in diameter, having its \\p\ier portion cleft, a* it were, 
for about one-third down the middle, which gives it a resem- 
blance to tlw forked branch of an immense tree. It is covered 
with moM «>d lichen, ftma It* p^luw fbap and pronc- 
neot Situation, a very tvtnarkable cfejeut." 

New it we observed trimes of m lAdiim viait, Mnong wfncii 
was a horse’s skult. FiXHa* the the sqRtnd alwntv 

of foerfiw«l«, iti* jiafobafibiftijitt 
thm. fort DiBiiim'^.ii 

Masow, 
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SchoBHen, the Dutch navigator^ is said to have found skeletorm 
measuring elev^ or twelve feet in length ! 

Captiun FitE Bdy informed me that he had not seen the 
Adelaide since we separated. The Beagle had lost another boat 
in the gale ; the eleventh we have lost in the expe<lition since 
having England. As the Adelaide did not make her appear- 
uiia% I determined uj)on proceeding in the Adventure to Sea 
Boar Bay, a few miles to the southward of Port Desire, to 
await her arrival with the Beagle. While standing into the bay* 
we were ainusecl by a chase of a novel description : a guauaco 
was obsi^rved following a fox, which h>ul much difficulty in 
keeping his pursuer at a distance. As the giuuia<x> is not car- 
nivorous, it may have l)een in playfulness: Bcyiiard, however, 
l>V his spetxl, and anxiety to e8ca})e, did not to think it an 
amusement. How the cliase terminated w e did not see, for they 
ili' ippearetl in a valley, 

VViiile the ship was being imxiretl, I laiuied to examine wane 
v.v'lls near tlm outer jxwnt, which have hdcn m\d to afford 
Hn])v tuns of gwxl water. I found them to lx* divp holes \n the 
s<ilid rock, within tlie wadi of a hcjivy surf, and large enough 
'u Kju ain two hundred gallons of water ; but in one only was 
\ .t* water Irtish, die sc.a having Woken into the others, and, of 
comse, e^jHiilcd tlieir coiiU'iils. They receive the »’ain from tVic 
iaviiics, ami are inuch de}x*iuled ujxm by soaliiig vessels which 

in tjudit thivS eoa^st. * ' 

Sea Bear Bay was disc/neml in the voyage of the Nixlak^s, 
in the year 1618; t hey /lescillx? the place, but give it, as it 
dt Si rves, a very |KK>r character* ** Tlie they say, for a 

Aun't rta\\ is nut bad, since it affords a gurxl depth of water and 
a Inittom : but otherwise it |X)asefeSt's iiothing to make it 
worth ii ship visitilig it». for there is tieitlier w<xxl tior water, 
which art! ddpa rec|uia*w'^; Nodalet callud the Ixiy 
‘ St a I him,' from tlie of {Pl^ Julmtu) 

iouod on Penguin Why it im hem changed to Sta 

Boar (lay I caniipt determine* 

In one of Mr.Taiti'a excursions into tlit country, he dliserva^^ 

•A m m the offings which lie thought was a whale-boat ; and 

vof. 
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«appo8ingit might he in distmaSy-if not om 
kindled a fire to attract attaation. Avthe §tp* tnu veaf^ dty, 
it blazed furiously, and 8{»iHui' n^ndlj aro^^ld, yet w 
exciting fear tliat it could do us any injuiyi but th(^.next 
morning fiaaics l)euig observed on the crest <rf' the biii^ bcJund 
the valley in which our tent had been erected, a bpat- was sent 
to save it, and remove the instruments. Our nitfi lum just 
left tlie ship, when, fanned by a land breeze which xxMe witii 
the sun, die flames flew on with rapidity, descended the valley, 
and before the boat reached the shore, had cmisumed every 
v(^ige of tlie tent, and several articles of minor consequence. 
The .sextant and artificial horizon, lying on the ground, escaptxl 
destructimi, and the dipping-needle Itad fortunately been taken 
an board. Before the fire burned itself out, tl)c whole couutrv 
for fifteen or twenty miles amund was completely over-run, sn 
that all hope of pnx:uritig gnaltaax^s was destroyed. J’revioiis 
to the lire, Mr. Tam hod shot one ; but being young, the car- 
case only weighed one hundred pounds, and was scarcely worth 
the tremble of sending fifteen miii» for; however, as an aniiosi.>- 
ment to the people, 1 sent a party to bring it on board, and it 
proved sulficieitt to furnish the siiip's cuuipany with a fresh 
meal. 

Wc liad seen several herds within four miles of the slhj) 
before the confl.'igration ; but tlie country was so very Icvi i 
'and op(m, that these shy animals were always wamixi of iii< 
approach df our people by their vigihmt scouts. So watchi’u! 
and attentive is the kadi-oot at his po^ that he never drops his 
bead even to feed, and it is mily with the greatest cmnhrtg ai. ! 
care a man can gH near the hmL The iwst way is, to lie cod 
eeakd near the wata* bdea, and awmt thdz co^g to drink 
.A small stream of iir&ib water trickled ovtw the liem'li into^JD 
bay, fringed by a pMch of g^naas wlu^ the fire had spared, a' 
whieli liavin^ once obstryed a gtutnaco drial^ng, ‘‘ 
witcfa j; but whether teem aw«« or 

came ttoti} the ipunnmg we whm. A bml walk.d 

.idBf»:|o the.fi|ipcp'■q;pit»^a^^ , 



llid Ut^ vetedi Mr.'XWn saw wa« an Anarican scaler, which 

anchoiwd in the bftj .Sicxt BQfnrning. 

Besides the ^sitacoesi and fax, ahove>nientioned, we^w no 
quadrupeds, all^gh two or three senrts of cavia and tlte puma 
are common ip this neighbourhood. Of birds, nothing interest- 
ing was seen, except a plover (Totanttefuiicugf)t oyster^catcher 
(Hwmatofm nigp"* rostra mhrot pedihm aV^is), and one' of the 
night bitterns, very much resembling the young of the Euro- 
[xan bird but ^ese titree sfiecieshad previously Ixsen found 
at Port Famine. Several lisords were token, and preserved. 

This extremely sterile and Ijorren country is very unfavour- 
able for auimals of any kind. Tl»* soil is like that already 
<iescri’opd almit Port Deare. Tire rock is of the saste cliarac- 
ler as at Port St. Elena and Port Desire : red porphyritic 
claystone.f 

On the 23rl of March, a week having passed sina* we came 
m Port Desire, my anxiety far the Adelaide’s safety was nuich 
' inenased; estJecially aw htJlh wind and weather hud been favour- 
al)le for her approach to this rendezvous. I therefore despatched 
l-ieiit. Wit'kham ovorlautl to Port Deare to order the Beagle^ 
to join us, and proct!ed with us to the iPher points of rendez- 
vous, Port Ssar Julian ami Cape l*’airweatlter. Lieut. Wick- 
hmn reacifit PUrt Desire after a fatiguing widk, and early 
next morning the Beagle was beating into Sea Bear Bay 
ag!'.i?jst a vCTy strong wind which mcrea.setl, and iictainetl us. I 
seized tins oppeartunity trf completing our wmsort’a provisious 
to live uKjuths. Captain. Fito Iloy informed nu‘ tliat he had 
taken advantage of hu stay at Port Peaiu, to ascetul tile inlet 
to the head. It extended for thirty miles, and tlm water was 
salt to its very exftandty ; but, from the H«%bt the old banks 
on each side, it appeared bkely dtat ai4etes tIw*o may be con- 
siderable fi^hea. At ^ heud of be lighted a lifts 

‘ f5t»e Zivnlogical JoamaV*^ 1*? |?* , 

t iVo«. 1 and § itt tbo C}eolo|^tcal Stictet}''* lllaMmns. A nwwspeci. " 
of Solco (Sofm aoh., l^t. Joarn. V. SSS, ifo, S.^ wsw found 

mi tlio beach; iwift ftie «ailltolMN|d of «»ob., 

Z«H)l Journal, , 

0 2'.. 
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irhich spread, and JW)on joined that \vlrich ifn Tam bad i»ade. 
Their union probably burned many squaw? laigu^ of eimhify. 
On the 27th, we were still detained by A southerly gflde. 
Captain Pitz Roy accompanied me in search of Indian glares, 
which are clescril^ed to l>e on the sunimits of the hills* We 
found the retuains of two, one of which had b^!en recently dis- 
turbed, but the other had Ix^n opened a considerable time* 

No vesti^^es of bones were left. It is said that the corjise fc 
extended in an east and west direction, on tlic top of the 
high?\«t piniuicJe of the hill, and then covered over with large 
stones until secure from beasts of prey. De<?oiujK>sition takes 
place, or the fle^h is consumed by suiall animals or insects^ 
without the bones Ix^iug removal, so that compktc skeletons 
arc formeiJ, According to Fxilkner, the lK)ru?8 arc collcxrted at 
a certain |>ori<xl, and remc>ve<l to some general cenutery, W'here 
tfie skeletons :nv R?t up, and tricketi out with all the finery 
die Indians can collect, 'fhe avidity they evince for beads and 
other c#rf)aoH?rital (rifles fci, j^ rhaps, caust^l by this* liesirt^ of 
adorning the remains of their anix^sturs. 

» next morning we left Sea Rear Bay and proceedtfd to 

San VfiiHan, off which we aiicboreti for a few hfiurs, while Cap- 
tain Fitz Hoy entered the jx>rt to look for the Adelaule, or for 
some vestige of Lieutemuit Gravel's visit. Finding nothing iu 
the p>rt, nor any trsurks ii|Km the shore, we went on tow'anisCap 
Fainvcaiht r, and in our way uh t the Adelaide. After |mrtir.i- 
from IB during the gale in which all her mk were split, she wtru 
to l\>rt Darirc, ^vhere she arrived tirat, and, not amng ii.s, pro 
reeded to the tw o o( h^nr places of rendeivous, and liad b€‘cn lyiu^^ 
at anchor eight day3» off Cape Fairweather. Pltidii^ we were' not 
tbm^, she was returning to Port Sau dultan, when we met h : r. 

The weather Ixing <^m, m jf^cni an opportunity of stipulv 
ing the Adelaide witli provisionif waa not Iona, and she wiif. 
completcti to six months. 

On 1^1 of April we winv;off and parlcd 

from tilt Bf^k ami Aiidiaide ; 
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tialen and Barbara Channris, while he was to survey part of the 
south shore of dje Stodt and the Jerome Channel, and then 
proceed, in coatpafly with the Adelaide, to Childe. 

The Adventure then {»rcK»eded along the coast of Tierra 
del Fuego tosrards Staten Land, for the purpose of coinniuni- 
cating with the CTbanticlcer, or obtaining some intelligence ot 
her. The appointed rendezvous was New Year s Harbour, ami 
the day on which I had proinisetl to be there was past. 

It was so foggy that no part of the coast of Tierra del 
Fuego could l»e seen ; but as any detention might cause Chj»- 
tain Foster inconvenience, I did not wait for fair weather, but 
went at once to the place apjxnnled. 

Wfien crossing Strait le Maire, we wen* very nt*arly drifted 
throiigh hy the lule, which, however, changed just in lime to 
admit of our keejnng on the north side of Staten Land. 

With a strong squally breeze we entered New Year'.s llar- 
ixmr. and seeing nothing of the C'hanlietwr, sinmld itave sailed 
v.ithont further investigation, had we not observed a cleared 
white .space on one of the islands, which being near the place 
vsheic I had nspiestcHl Capt.ain Tester to leave a' docuntorit, I 
r .iiclndcd was intended to attract onr attention. I'he amhor 
• as therefore dropped in twenty-five fatlnwis (the island kmr- 
Irte from N. to N.W. i W.), nearly in the apot where (’apiain 
t'sHtk anchored, and a Ixiat was sent to tl»e white mark, near 
■vhii i a tlag-staff was observed, at whose foot wa.s a tin caniss 
ter, ronlaining a letted fnm Captain Fewter, which informed 
nil of his having been obliged, in camsetpnncc of .a longer 
lietetuion here than he had antidjmteii, to alter his arnuigo- 
ments, and requesting nte to meet (jitn at St. Martina (,ove, 
m*:ir Cafxr Horn, alwut this day. We therefore lost no lime in 
getting under weigh, hut in doing so, lm)ke «n anclior. Wc 
pass -d rounc! i;ape St. JtdiR, aud witlt a fair 
jiiogress to the werstward. At norm, the«estd»y, being seventy- 
five miles fnmi Cape Hors, lieariiJg \Vt by 8., the high moun- 
tains on the 8.£. end c^. Tierra del Puego came in right, 
among which the f iir«i a coosjricuoua object. 



c«AMtiei.i:s**-M5Apjt ttosm. AfirSl 

<By aa wigiifai* measumnent of it» altitliifle) iw2 the 
Ifiven b/ the chart, its haght must he wately «ve tbrnurntd 
ftet, and the average height of it* neighbouring amimtahM ftlB 
thive tliousand ’ / 

A sou til- west gale no^ set in> and delayed ou^ waiting 
Caj>fe Horn until the 16tb, w hen wre widbored off the ewtrancje 
of St. Martin's Cove and found iheGhantieleet* ftioored within, 
A boat 8<x>n after ainie with the welcome information of all 
being well on board her. We wore not able to warp into the 
Cove until next day, and in doing so found much difficulty, 
ow ing to the violence of the squallj^, which rejieatedly obliged 
us to slacken the hawst?rs quickly, else we should have cameil 
them away* 

The Advetiitirt was raooreil in stweriteen fathoms, about a 
i^bleV length wdthin the low gnrn jxmt on the south side : 
and the Chantidwr lay in ten fathoms near the head of thi^ 
<k}ve. The summit of Cape Horn* being in a line with the 
M:>uth piint of efUrance.. we w'ere qtiile laiuWockwl, and p<T 
fcctly shelteivfl fnmt all winds, evoepting the williwaws or 
furious gusts from off (he high land, which sometimes snddouly 
struck the ship, and tiinrw her on her broadside; liut being as 
ijjonH*?itary in dunition as tliey* were sudden iti appnmch, we 
found tliem more disagreeable than dangerous. 

During our stay here I made a partial survey of the Bay 
Francis, which has sine# bec*n completed by Captain tit/. 
Roy. St. Jojidunrs Cove, to the staiihward of St. Martin s 
Cove, k more expo^cii tlmn tlie latter, but is of 
These coves ht^ fac»parat<Hi from each other by a 

maxs of hills of greensUme, which in many 
apj)ear to f)e stratified, the dip being to the an 

angle of W, I landed at the pditit, and aseefiddl the MU, wim h 
I found more difficult to do thm I awppoaed^ the whole sur au 
being cx>vereil with stufitol l^h bushea, m thickly 
interwoven together, that I w«» obliged to w«lk ^ '' 
Ibeir than were ^ 

ilBfolii aiHl Ihe hi«cr very A 

day, rf the 
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to WMihlh Port Maxwdl, which is ^dently St. Bernsnrs 
Cove of D’Arquistadaf AJ Port Maxwell is contained betwetii 
Jmlan Idand, Saddle Island^ and a third island, forming a 
triangle. It has four^trances, the principal one being to the 
north of Jerdad Island, and affords tolerable anchorage in the 
centre* in nmeteen and twenty fathoms, sand ;♦ nearer the shores 
of fhe island the depth is more moderate, but the bt>itam h 
very rocky. 

The summit of Saddle Island, which I ascended for tarings, 
is con)j)oeed of large bhKks of greenstone nxrk, on one of wliicli 
the compass (Kater'a Azimuth, without a stand) was plat e<l ; 
hut the needle was found to l)e so much influenced by the for- 
rtiginous nature of tfierock, composetl of quartz and feldspar, 
thickly studded with largt* crystals of hornblende, that the 
piles of the needle became exactly reverseil. An exj>eriinent 
u <is then made, by taking Ijoariiigs of a very disUut obje<!:t, at 
s, N cral stations arouml, aliout fifty yartls fisan the magnetic 
rock, when the extivrne difference of the results amouritiHi to 
l‘;7 . The block upon which the cnm})tis8 stood, in the first 
i ; tance, is now conspicuously placet! in the museum of tl^e 
( ii idogical Soidety ."f* 

Saddle Island, like the otbera near it, is clothed with low 
sUinlrtl brushw'iKKl of beech, berlieris, and arbutus, and the 
ground is covered with a species of clmnitis, and otlter mouiv- 
uvn plants. While Mr. Kendall and I were absent from the 
lv)ut. the crew caught several kelp fish, whioti are very deli- 
cate and wholesome food. On the following day, while going 
with IVf r, KendtUl to Wollaston Islanii, we passed a great many 
whales, leaping and tumbling in tlie water. A blow fjporu one 

(hj I do not thtak the hay maceat to Caps Hinrn ti» that which 
nairK‘(i hy {)\H n^uistiids * Ht Praiici^’ aocl, if my ftoppa^titon i» correci, 
Port Maxwell ia not th« whicil wiwi cslif 1 Bcniaid^s Cove.’ 8ec 
^^ccond volume..--]^, F. 

f 

* According td Os^ flit ftSy tkt heat Berth is in sixtaea fathoms, 
(^aih Dirc<tticm«,) ; ; > c ^ 

t N«. ass to27l, 
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of thcnn would have destrofed oor l^^-and I was to 
cross the Sound without gettings within their reach* We retuimed 
by tlie west side of Jordan Islatidj^ where there are bights which 
might afford shelter to a small vessel. ' 

The S(»unc[ that sejwates Wollaston Idand from 
St. Francis, 1 named after Sir John Franklin, and thehaitemr 
to the east of the point on whidi we landc'd, after UeiiU^ant 
Kendall, who was one of Sir John Frankliifs companioiis in 
his hist journey to the north-west coast of Amencai. 

On tlie west point of Kendall llarhoiir-i I observed a mag- 
netic j)rnpt rty in the n>ck, wdiicli is of the same cliaracter as 
that <m Saddle I shnuh WcnWel noticed the same at St. Mar- 
tin\s Cove : but 1 placed the coinpjms in various jiarts of that 
cove, without observing any <iifferenee from the correct bear- 
ing. Tfiis was, perhfips, owing to the rtx*k la'ing much covered 
with soil; for, being of the same character with that of the 
pfSa^s alM^vc-mcntioneti^ it should cause a similar effect. 

^rhe next day S.W. gules and thick weather wt i n, and coi:» 
fintd MS almost to thesbJjp. Taking advaiitage of a slkirt inter- 
val of* more* moderate weather, I asi'eiuied the higbeal jxak on 
the south mle of the* cove, immalmtely ovjer the anchorage, 
taking two barometers, <me of the Eogletield t'Oiistrucxwxi, 
iiiid the other a ,^yphan baronietcnr, on M. Gay hxisusc^s plan, 
marie by Bunten, of Paris. Mr. HarriKm ftccom|)aivit\l n)i\ 
faking charge of one barometer, whilst I carried ihc rather. 
My aixswain carried a tlieodolite. On landing, the lairomeu rs 
wm* up at the edge of the water and read oft*, and at tin* 
some moment the Iwotucter on board was rea*l oft* We ihon 
ascended, but the riiie was «!opax*i|>itmi»ly steep as to offer very 
great irnjxxiimcnts ; and bad it nai been for a wotcr-courise, ni 
whofse fxx! we climbctl for the firat jwrl, the ascent, with deli* 
cite inf trumentf, wotdd lutve Xmo diiK«ft tmpmetk^aW 'Vc 
hod amuidetl but whm the tlte<wk^li<v 

my cox$W'4n, n4i«l ddsrti «nd was 

ffi^cl) da^geA, It 
tksA poqpsc ir«ii 
it Wit 
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pariiliivf? fiwrflUy wllE)^caur»e, was only impeckict 

by loose stones* which frequently yielded to the foot, and 
rolled down the gully* to the great danger of those who fol- 
lowed. The banks of the ravine were saturated with water, and 
covered either with sfrongy moss, or matted with plants, ♦ which 
Afforded no assistance ; had it not tlierefore been for strag- 
glirig shrubs of arbutus, or veronica, aiul tufts of rushes, grow- 
ing on the steeper parts, we should liave lutd many a fidl ; and 
lunvever iU 4 iin|)artant w^e might think bruises and scrutches, 

‘i lnt)kf n l)Aronieter woukl have liecn a f>erious accident, and 
nuicb care was ret]uired to avoid it. We had to leave the 
btd of the torrent, when it became full of wood, aiui then our 
tliilicuUy increasc^l mucin for in many places we bad to wTamble 
i)vi r tlu? thick ly-iniUteil aiid interwoven branches of the stunted 
hi shes of beech which frequently yichUd to our wciglit, and 
rciiiuuled otir legs so much, ihat it vvus no easy matter to extri* 
jIc ourselves. 

At the of one thousand feet, vegetation Iwcame much 

siJiutcd ; we fuuml the plants and shrubs of very dlmb 
u five si;!e, iHHJsJstiug piincipiilly of the dcciduous-leavcd 
{« cch, one plant of which, though not more tluin two inches 
<»c‘cupit*d u sjjace of four or five fet‘t iu diameter, its 
t)Rju!ing branch<*« insinuating thcmselveisi among wild cran- 
l)4iry, chamilis, (kiciaciii, arbutus, and cscalouia, so clowly 
r.)attv.ii t gether, a$ to form cpiite an elastic car|H^t. For the 
■ ast two luutdrtxl feet, we w^alkcni over the bare nxk, on w hich 
nooth-r vegetation wasolwserved Umn lichens. TJ>c summit of 
thv }H ak is tVirmed by aloose pile of grt^en-stotUf ivjck, in which 
tiie hornblende appears iu very vmed fonns, s^isnetimes in 
h rgi cry st^ds, and again so and dtsHefAiiuited* as to l>o 
scarcely visible; on Ae mtnmil it is seen* in very long, narrow 
( ? filifoni)) iTystd^ ami the feldspar gives it 

a white apj)eRrance.f* , 

The only living eieataifs we aaw w^ a sdUtaiy ^wk and 

♦ A 0«mtm Banks sfiil tMaw 

I » thn grtcti^teinniW B«ak» sad So. 

-t# Jjiaii .la^:. CJlaok. Boa# Uaseaieu 








ioBect^ ^ fipedes of Omiicas* NojMiig^ Jn be 

iimre desolate^ and we had only the satisfaetum of a Ipeod 
ol^rvation for tiie Iwight, and an e?cpeUent WidWyf yi^ of 
IIk^ ^umiundin|tr idands and ebannelj to repay oa for the bdmur 
of the ascent. On reaching the top, tlie baroraeteta were «n»- 
pended under the lee of the rock, twelve feet below its 
and I then proceeded to set tip the tlieudoiite, whieli X found 
mtnv damaged than I had anticipated; but not so tnoch m to 
deprive nio of a t ery extensive round of angles, ill which were 
cuiiUiioed bearings of the Ildefonso Islands. We Were thus 
iK:cuj>ied iilnnit an hour and half, wliich aflbrdetl me an oppor- 
tunity of uhuiining two gtxid readings of the bitrometen 

The view to the N.W. w'as very extensive, and bounded l>v 
long ranges of snow-chul mountains of great height ; the atniiw- 
pheru was rctnarkaUiy clear, and every oliject unusually dis- 
tinct. Bearings of the islands of Hamirez would havt* 

lieen taken, hut for the extreme force of the wind, which m»»re 
than once blew me from the thetxlolite, niul onw actually thivw 
me on the groumh The temperature was not lielow 38® ; biU, 
owing to the wind, the cold was iiitciisfev the rapid evap - 
ratlon |>iroduced the most |)iainful senmtions, J^rticiilarly jV. 
our feet and legs, which were tlioroughly wet w hen wercaclu d 
the top. 

Our desjcent was not eftH’ted in lam tlum an hour ami twenty 
tninti^s, owing to the UifBciiUy of [missing through the IkvcIi 
thickets; but we reached the base witlmut injury to the lian^ 
meters, wliich was Ix-ingmore fortunate tliaii I ex|X!cte<i. "J'^cy 
were again mi. uj* on the beach, and read; after which wc 
returm^ on Ixiard, amply gratified and rewarded for our 
fatigue. 

The l>dgbt of Slie peak, wfikili, from its vicinity to the 

lion selected by Captain JNister for the pendulum experiments. 

could not receive a incarc apprr^riale name thanJtater’s 
was found ip be tte Iw^bwaler mark.^ 

• Till* ctuiBgv* tut pftwmwt 4«ri», tlw i«rtiwdb;«Kf d«>scc!>», 

Nf»«l i|te iaii|>'#wiito|piwiw« hJtf"- 
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Thett^ct dayv a beautifatty clear imd inild raoming, 
with a fre«h northerly breeze, the weather became cloudy, and 
the wind i^eered to the S.W. blowing excessively hard, with 
hail and iain. The gutAis or wilHwaw^ rushed through the 
valley of the oove with inconceivable violence, heaving the ship 
over on her broadside every minute, so that we were obliged to 
have every thing lashed as if at sea. Fortunatdy, wehad com.* 
plcted wood and water, and now only waited for observations, 
to rate the cbroymieter^ for our run to Val[mraiso, whither it 
uas mV intention to proceeti. Days, Iwjwever, passed witliout 
a glimp.* of the stars, and the sun only appeared for a few 
minutes above the hills. Cafttain Foster bad completed his 
observations, and emlwrkerl all his instnnnents, excepting the 
1 ransit, which remained for taking tlic passages of st»irs ; but 
tl'!' had weather ^ntinued, with little intermission. On the 3d, 
fhi* gale was most violent, and tlu* williwaws lx*camc sliort 
iiiirricanes, in some of which the ship driftwl and fouleil her 
nin luMS. On the 10th, we had a dry and fair day, which pr- 
iiiiitiil us to sight the anchors and moor again. 

't'l« lino weather was of <»nly a few hours daif.ttian, when llw 
s-mIv again sprung up, and Jasttd. with little interttiission, until 
.In <!hv of our d»;parture (thea4th). Fnw the 4th to the 
‘!‘~\1 the sky was so prpetually clouded, that tlw only transits 
(.litainwl in that interval were, oiic of Anlares, i>ne of Regulus, 
am! .me of the limb of the nuwo, thot»gh Captain Foster 
< v( ti slept close to tlic tdescop, in the greatest anxiety to 
ulitaio <>l>scn'at»o»*. On the night trf the Sail four stars were 

ihci RHcent calaoiti feH 0*039 mi4 dtsrlnf tlie rm& 0^1 

inctich. Oorrcctions wete miid« for dew by DanieUa 
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db 9 »ved|, >by which the error of tli* chx* wa* 

'si^ttaioed* . ^ ^ 

, GaptiUit Foster’s pliiviaKneter, a cubic foot io AZCi plued iai 
a stand two feet above the ground, atrfti cfovatm of fo^it^ve 
feet above the sea, contained eight iftches and a ^uar<^, of 
rain, after standing thirty days ; therefore, with the qu^tity 
evap«>rated, at least twelve inches roust have fallen. Tlie day 
irfter the alwve was registered, the vessel only (Stained seven 
inches and a quarter; so that in twenty*four hours one, inch 
liad evajjoratetl, by which an idea may be fonned of the sort of 
wj^athor we experienced, aiid of the humidity of the climate, 
With resptct to the geological features, I can only add, tliat 
all the islands on wlikh I landed, and, I believe, all the others, 
are composed of green-stone of various characters. The lower 
jKirtion, or base, bang less decomposed, is a tino-grained grt'en- 
adoua'd rock, in which the component parts are 8t> blended .as 
not to lie distingui.shcd from eadi other. It appears sometimes 
in strata, tlipping at various angles, from 20“ to 45® from the 
vertical ; and is very similar to the rock which alternates with 
granite in the Straits of Magalh/teiis, at the entrance of the 
Barbara ; and also to that almut Fond llarlxmr, and Bell Bay. 
At a greater elevation the feldsjiar predominates, the1ionibl< nde 
is obsened in distinct ciystaK* and the rock cmitains a con- 
siderable quantity of iron, which is observed in the reddish 
tinge of its surface. I liave before noticed the magnc*Uc property 
of this nxrk, which was more or less according to the quantity 
of homblcmle : the beach-stones are different sort/of green- 
* stone. 

The lower jiarts of the hills, mpouod St. Martin’a -Chive, arc 
thickly wixxled with the smooth- leaved, evergreen beech, which 
I Iiave liefiire <kscrilx?d. Its leaves were aa fresh and vivid, 
when we sailed, an if it were tb<i bcigbt irtf sutmn^t hut those 
of the deciduous-leaved beech tiad assumed ihdr auttimnal tint, 
and were falling fast. Ndtlicr speae# attai^ » greater size, 
In dlaimda‘, than «3t or dgbt inches. Tie WntwVbark was 
■ • d^iBar <« iha ^Jdart^^hbliawlMch we fwun 

06 the bt^ if ^ Mwy-.<Fr«iiinrrt« 
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:^tul iil tftehered placesj bat not larj^r in dimensiom than 
the beech.* Where no trees are produced, the gronnd is 
coveted with tufts of chatnitis and donacia, which, being of 
a bright-green colour, give the sides of the hills a lively and 
verdant appearance. Had the state of the weather pennitted 
our boats to leave the neighbourhofxl of the cove, or had the 
woods afforded any addition to collections for natural historj', 
our detention would have been more agreeable ; but, with the 
exception of a few corvorants, divers, and ‘ steamers,’ with now 
and then a solitary hawk, or a Patagonian ‘ warbler,’ we saw 
no traces of animal life. No Indians vame near us, having been 
frightened away by the Clj.antieleer ; for when Captain Foster 
was absent at night, after attempting to land at Cape Horn, 
several ivxskets were fired off' as signals, and a few Indians who 
vere then in the cove were so ntuch alarmed, that they went away 
!ioxl day, and never afterwards showed themselves, although I 
dare sav vre were very narrowly watched l>y them. 

Having supplied the Chanticleer with the pmvisions she 
itXjuirwl, vve prepared to leave St. ^lartin’s ('ove. On the 
’tth tlic Chanticleer sailet), and in two hours after wc also 
lift this dismal cove, in which we experienced a succession of 
very bad weather, an almost constant S.W. wind, and for the 
i.ist month a scarcely ceasing fidl of either rain, liail, or snow, 
'riv' Chanticleer bore away round Cajw Horn, and was soon 
out of .sight. 

1'his was my last meeting with Captain Fo.sUt, who, tlie 
night before wc sailed, cooimunicated to me a presentimenf, 
whif.h he could not shake offj that he situuki not .survive the 
voytige. 1 cannoit now resist indulging in the melancholy .satis- 
fuction of sa5’h»g g^fiswrw<Mfd8 to the memory of my late excellent 

• The underwmyd fe coin{>ds0di ^ jtrhu^ 

pQrvifoim mil of mA Solmitt}* f>n>- 

Jiua {di}cu.\sata «ttd| iii muifi aii4 

niurc ; b0tli of whbli fum fotiiid in »lt the ubelte^ eareem 

of I ierradel Fuego^ No uree but Mr, Anderion getbered 

^we^t-ffceeted osi the 

hillsides. . - ; 



m 


rtimtu TO fWWTOi 



an 4 loinientittj*, with maoy ofheiO» the: 
ocioRoe suffered in hisdrath. Ue wns a fellow of the Ih>yi 4 « 
Ond Adtronotnicol Societies^ nnd to the former had {sontiihiEiniBd, 
to use the words of His lioyiil the Duke of Stiwe*, 

08 Pr^idetit o{ the Koyal S^ety, » luost voloohle and eoCten- 
Mve series of observations* upon the diuriiid variatlDnY dkimal 
intensity, and dip of the magnetic: needle; ofld upon Odier 
subjects connected with the terrestrial ntagnetiam «od i^ro 
nomkal refnictitai, which formed an entire fourdi part of the 
Philosophical 'I’ronsactitHis for tlieyear ldSB. For these papers 
he receit'ed the Copley medal ; and tlte Isolds nf the Admiralty 
acknowledged their spnse of the honour which was thus con- 
ferred upon the proiesrion to which he belonged, by immediately 
raising him to the rank of Commander, and by appointing him 
to the command of tiie Chanticleer, iipm a voyage of discovery 
and observation in the South Seas. The address of the Presi- 
dent of the iloyal Astronomical SiKiety, at the annivemry 
ntec'ting,* also bears ample testimony to his active and uset'n! 
services in tlie expedition, under Captmn Parry, towards the 
North Pole ; as well as to his ardent ze*d> very gteal attention, 
and accuracy, in every thing which he umlertof 4 : the pro- 
motion of sciences and concludes the notice cffhli dritth in the 
following words: “ In the pemsUute d^ath of this yoitng an<! 
accomplidied officer, the Sot-iety htw ^ deplore the loss of n 
zealous and active votary to ncicnce; and bis in««!ory will h’ 
long held dear by thote wlio were more intimately acquainted 
with him in the relations of private life.” Captain Foster was 
unfortunately drowned, ntmr the close liia voyage, whih- 
descending tlte River Chagres ii|« mipoe. 

No sooner bad wc ckntvd than we found a strong 

westerly wiml, and a heavy sea ; that if we had entertaim'd 
any expectsUion of making a quiet pasK^ to the westward, w 
tdiould have been disaiqpointed. 

Tfie land of Hettmto lihtod, and its vlciiii^» has a mort 
re«iiu|able appeoianoe When tte soM^ Xt-s ontii'H’ 



.iBiliie'IIHW. ^ HSKMiTB in;.Ai^i^A{,rARAi8o. ' ' mJ 

ii|i old saw. Mount Hyda la 

tl^ sulHdently distinct by its rauti^sd afiex, and by being 
h^lbi^ than any land new it. Kater's Peak also is reaawkable 
in this view, from its conical fam and voiy jPointed summit, 
and from being situated at the emneto cod of the idaud. The 
< Hoin ’ itsdf needs no descrifMdon t it cannot eadly be niis> 

carried us as for as 60^ south latitude before 
we could m«^e any westing, and then we had a slant frxan ttm 
eastward, followed by variable winds. Our run to Valparaiso 
was much like all other voyages in this climate ; we had tlie 
usual quantity of foul and fair winds, with a diare of tempes- 
tuous weatlier, and arriverl at Valparaiso Bay on the 23d of 
June. While remaining liere our chronometers were cleaned, 
and .some of them repaired ; and the .ship was relittetl and pro- 
\ iaioned, with a full supply for tlie Beagle and Adehude as well 
as herself. 

At the lattm* end of July, Lieutenant Wickham aceompanied 
iiif to Santiago, the capital of Chile, ninety miles frcan the port, 
for the purpoae of waiting upon General Pinto, the Dirmor ; 
and eonununicating to him the purpose of our voyage, to fwe- 
vent exciting <w receiviug any interruptiou on tin; 
fiart of the authorities of |daces we might visit, psuticularly 
Chilue, where «ur sfSy tuight be viewed with distrust or appre- 
hension; for ruuKHir had already said that the Englisli wen^ 
alxnit to take that khmd. Bidiculoits as such a n:>{K>rt was, I 
(Uemed it suffictentiy important to induce tne to explain to the 
Chilian Govemmmit our views mad orders, which could be done 
Ix'iter by perstmol ex{da|iM)|i|i than by a cortospondeuee. . 

IV’^c conunouced ouy .^i^y early on {he lltb of July, 
tmrelhng in a riivetod drawn by three horttes, one in 

* The Sorvey ot this fiWrt now priaetits tks aavifirtor \i ith the atean.f 
of Mcertaiain^ his poiltiofli, to a nicety, by tt^lee uktit with « eesteat 
botween Cepe Htiiw eassaiit ttid Jerdaa’s Peek, or Mount Hyde, end 
Keter’ePeak j wmI if leifdan^ Peidc atl^ Mount Hyda lte broaitht in e 
line, ead an tairia sumaril, the ope- 

ration will be still iaav« ifr|^ 


taken.* 
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the dilifts ^ttd <>rtier8aatriw T 

Suik teie of wa^ ; aod prec^edil^^^ 

(Sbi at the end of every st8«e of 1^?^* 

a relay. The day was |0 y^ ^35 

but little of the a)untry. fmtpfidiately ali«y ^yt«g 
dtal or sub««i>» of Valparaiso, we j«c«^od tw^y* 

ST'aiul theii^escendedaW^wr hundred 

pkiu, reaching to the Cn^t«de.5!ai»to, the sun» 5 slt:b£ #rch, 

at least the highest part of .tte road over it, W^fou# % 

baron,etricalmeasuremeuttobef^7f^t^^ Jn 

the interval we passed through tho ’^dlage 

lying eight hundred and three feet abuye 

tbe Cuesta de Zapato, between it a»d the Guerta ^ P^o. 
is another exu^nsive valley, tbrynigh which ruoa the Ilivcr 

Poariffui. At Curacavi, where we cro^d the nm> tte height 
above the sea six hundred and thirtytliwe %t t «»d the 
rq^ proceeds by a gentle ascent to thj foot of the C^ta dc 
Prado, near wW'eh is the villageuif »u»tanjente, e#t hundred 

and eight feet above the, ipa. , i. 

This ‘cucsta’ is passed by a very ateep toad, anti la ascended 
by t wenty-seventraymca, which catty one to a of 2,100 

fit aho^e the plain, or 2» fef «Aoyc the «ea. When we 
rraiched the suiarait erf this mountain the^^rf^bet wa^ cloud; , 
that the Andes were ahnrwt cwicea^ frotU y«fw. ^jeatb us 
was the extensive plain of hfaypo, widi the aty ^ bam.agu 
in tfje distance, a view of conHiderablc extent, and 
very groat interest ; Iwt turn the stote <rf die weather. Us 
beauty would not have IJe^n seen to advapfage, W not iiorticm,. 
of tbe towering Andes, raised 

twice their hcigbti appealed at iotwyifa f “*• 

. Mieni.b his aoeoau. 

,are«en« W tW “f ti.* 

mm which' H mpj^ m«d» 

■.1,566 teat., A»> a^.-. 



i the Itttfgil of jii^^dtir iii Qtieim^y the view 

'sb imposing ae 'wlibtt their tower portions at« 
isBiaiilafodv attdi thdr ' summits pstyiidiy ^posed. This port of 
the Aodes rises about 11^000 feet above the plain, and is covered 
half ieay down the ridm with snow^ the lower edge of which w 
regutiriy defiii^ and presents a riiitoge d? eol^r so abttipt 
and^orinmtal tb to ap{)ear unnat\iral, and thm^oire diminish 
the Ipawtour of the scene veiy much. But under whatever 
circuinslanoes.this view is seen from the Cnesta del^rado, it is 
magntfiOedt^ iiM produces mi effect i>eyond descriptitm. The 
road desecMdS'dbwn the ea^ern side of this'Cuesta, to a plain 
alsiut feet^below the summit. So mudi fain had feUen 
during the two preceding days^ ami last nh^ht, that our driver 
expressed smne doubt whetliCT we diould be able to eross the 
Fodagtiel, a river which is frequently imjiasnable from the 
strei^h of its current. The idea of spending a night at the 
mistToWe hovel wc wote leaving was enough to mduce us to 
run a eonsiderabte lisk, and we set off to make the attempt. 
T)»e water was ves^ deep, and the current suflSricntly strong 
l<i render it a performance of some danger ; but, this difficulty 
Ueing passed, we soon reached the city of Santiagvi, and in the 
iiiiusc of Mr. Caldclei^, mijoyed die hos|ntali^ and society 
of a warm-hearted frlflidv 

I rrkited on the Difoetor (Pinto), who reedived me with the 
gi i'ateat pditonens. He entered into the pm'ticulars of our |iaRt 
voyage with mu<d) int*r«d, amuringme that everyfadlity slundd 
ix' afforded, and eyery asristance rendered, whenever it might 
lx* required ! and to this assurance we never found ourselves 
(liaived, for on aH occaitoim the condnet of the executive 
authorities towai^ mwas fllsf^ed to attentimtj, and even kincl- 
um. I make dihi obierva^^ with the m«e pleasure, as it 
was very unu8tt4 to pur antb the mithorities 

of those govetmnmto j^ |hcRriom|}y;; vlsit»E|, to (tod tlie 
ohja ts of our voya^ o^phtod to the leMt liifenresting. 

Althoaigh tWis not 

coiwidewd film. we teftV^;<jitY aMd its neighhourbood 
’^ui a strong tmpntotoi|'di|:|ilrto^ and' toe 

voi,. I. 



u^daesbof its teiiD{X!ratuis« whidi evien ilt tbit niidlile:0^^ 
atid at the lidght of nearly £,000 feet «bove the t»gfm»giBi3ma 
lower than 45° Falirenheit, aiid dui^ug the day ifae ipaltliMh 
height of the tliennometer nevear exceeded 62^*tfc) ^ I 

We returned to Valparaiso on the SOth of July, and nisde 
ph^tarations to sail; but were detained by a sthtxig nortihtt^y 
gale for inaqy days, in which we were enabled to render asms, 
tahce to a large Indian trader that would otherwise lave been 
wrecked. On the lOth of August, we sailed for Ofailde t and 
oti our waj' were greatly delayed by southiirly winds, which 
carrietl us in sight of the island of Juan F^andex. Wc 
■reached our destination on the £6th, and found the Beagle, to 
out great delight, arrived, and all well. Captain Fit* Roy 
cmne on board l)cfore we anchored, ami gave me an outline of 
his pnxeedings, and those of the Adelaide, which had not 


♦ The foJhjwing «r« of thfi baroiXioti ic4kl 4«t«minalion of 

tftfi height ol rskriouB pointe on the road between Velperawo and 
tiaifo 

Feet abovje Iho aen 


CsRa Blanca^ ten leajjtteB from V alperaiso ♦ » 803 

H)Khe»t point of the over the Cueato de Zapeto 3,977 

Inn at Curacavi 6 ^ 

Plain near BoatamefUe 4.. .4 4.-4 ^ * HOB 

Summit of Cueata de Prado <iiot certain to 200 feet) 2,949 
Iniit or poat-bouae, at the l>a»o of the ea^ft side of the 

Cue«ta de Prado 1,804 

Santiago, by mean lof nuinerous ohserrationa *...4.44 1,821 
Micra midee* the above pUoea above the tea w foflowt s— 

Feet above the tea. 

Caea Blanea , 44 .., * 444 4 ^ 4 ^ 4 , 745 

Sommitof Cimtade Zapata.* .4*. 4*44*44 •«.«*•>» J»850 

Caracavi ♦*,444*4 44 *... *4 1,560 

Summit of Ooeeta d^hrado . , . * # * * . • • * . . * . . * . ** * w 2ii543 
Poft honte, Prado . • . . . . . . * . . . # * . * * 4 * * ♦ * 4 *444.* * I j3R3 

Santiago, mean of two ebearvat^av** 

Do* h]|r |£ate«pt^ . * * ♦ 2,^ \ 








iarm 
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f«tuitted^ but wi^ daily expected^ having been despatched to 
survey some interior channels on her way to Ciuloe, Oar 
aCN^rage tras off Point Arenas^ which is not only the best in 
the bay^ but appeared to be well adapted to our wants. The 
Beagle had arrived early in July, and had^sent to Yal|>araiso 
for Stores vdth which’ to refit, and make preparations for another 
cruize to the south. 

The harbour master, Mr. Williams, an Buglishmiai), visited 
us soon after our anchorings and by him I forw^arded to the 
Yiitendente (or governor) i Don Jose Santiago Aldunate, the 
letters brouglit for him from Chile. 

In the afternoon 1 received his acknowledginents, and offers 
of all the assistance in his j:>«>wei' to render. As it was probable 
that our stay wotdd occupy some weeks, I established myself 
a a house in the town, ol?t?mie(1 by his kindness ; and ther^ 
«:\ed my |X)rtable observatory, and up an a/imuth altitutk^ 
instrument. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

Beagle and Adelaide anchor in Posaeaaion Bay-- Beagle paaaes the F|i;st 
Narrow — Fogs — Pecket Harbour— Adelaide arrives with^ Gaanaecn 
meat — -J^vtuguesc' Seamen— Peculiar light— Party roiasing— Retu^^tt^ 
Proceed towards Port Famine— Fuegians— Lieut. Skyring— Adelaide 
sails to survey Magdalen and Barbara Channels— Vieivs — Lydl Sound 
— Keunpe Harbour— Cascade Bay— San Pedro Sound— Port iCinHant*^ 
D iet — Rain — ^Awnings— Boat cruise— VV arniog— J erome Channel- 
Blanket bags — Otu^ay l^’ater— Frequent rain— Difficulty in lighting 
fires. 

The following is an account of the Beagle’s and Adelaide’s 
operations, after separating from the Adventure, on the 1st of 
April, at the entrance of the Strait of Magalhaens. 

Light northerly winds were favourable for their entering the 
Strait^ and they reached Possession Bay the first night The 
fallowing day was foggy, and almost calm, until the afternoon, 
when both vessels weighed, and proceeded with the tide. At 
sunset the Adelaide anchored on the north shore; but the 
Beagle stood on, and entered the Narrow, After dark, when 
within it, with a rapid tide running, the wind fell light, and 
an anchor was let go, under the north shore, in eight fathoms ; 
but the cable lieing accidentally checks too soon, snapped like 
a small rope, and the vessel waa hustled out into deep water. 
As it would liave been both useless and imprudent to % go 
another anchor, the Beagle was kept underweigh, and worked 
to the westward, aided by a very powerful tide, which speedil}^ 
carried her through the Narrow, without accident^ although 
the night was dark; and they bad no guide but tbc chart and 
lead. At eleven o’clock she was anchored’ within the Narrow^ 
in twelve fathoms, soon after which the tide turned, and ran 
with great strength; but the night was cahn, as well as the 
next morning. 

While ^ting for wind, and the change^^^ ti^ 
Patagonian Indians wea k on horBdbacI^^^^^ gon- 
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nacoeB. A very large dead cod-fish was also seen, floating 
past, which was taken on board ; on its skin were several 
parasites.* 

Widi the evening tide the Baigle reached Gregory Bay; and 
the next day (April 4th) worked through thd'Second Narrow, 
and anchor^ iti Pecket Harbour/ 

I As sopn as she arrived people were sent on shore to make a 
large fire, to show the natives where the ship was, and attract 
them to her. Next morning, the 5th, it had spread very much, 
and overrun several acres of ground, which showed either a 
very dry soil, or that there had not b«^n much rain for some 
time; The ground was covered with Cianberries ; so much so, 
that it had quite a retl duge ; they were very g(x>d. Plenty of 
wild celery was foutid, but no wood of any kind. Water Was 
obttdned in small quantities, from a spring about eighty yalds 
from the beach, abreast of the anchorage : it may also Ije pro^ 
cured by sinking wells. Early on the 6th of April the Adelaide 
anchored near the Beagle. Captain Fits? Roy went on board, 
and found that Lieutenant Graves had seen the Indians in 
Gregory Bay; and had anchored there for the purpose of 
obtaining guanacu meat, of which he got aljout nine hundred 
jxmnds weight. Thick fogs hsid prevented his getting through 
the First Narrow until the 4th. At Gregory Bay, Lieutenant 
Graves took three Portuguese seamen on board, who claimed 
his protection, having b«n left by an Englisli sealing vessel 
nearly a year before. One of them asked to be again put 
ashore, and was landed on Quoin Hill to carry a message to 
the Indians, from whom he promised to bring a supply of meat 
in two days. Tlie other two were entered on the books as 
supernumerari^ and employed in the Adelaide. Having given 
the Beagle tw<>tbirds of the meat, the Adelaide weighed; and 
in two hdnaif was oilt of sight, on her way to Port Famine. 

* Pi obably they the same ss we observed an the heh token by us 
off Cape Fairweather, and which, I believe, to bo nearly allied to the 
one that is dgurmto, C<;^Vi^r’s Rbgne animal, I^ltUe XV » fignre 5, a 
species of iS’^^ 111,233. The species 

is now. ' ■ ■ 
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^he /(^lowing are extracts froiA Captain ^Ua iR^’s jdaiiiS' 
^ this crui!$« <sf the Settle. ' ‘ * 

Monday Tth April. Several of our people were employed 
m gjitliering eninberriess and preserving them for future uSe ; 
they are anthscorbntic, as weltl as tire Wild 
wl>ich has bt?en used with our guanaco soup, • ' ‘ 

“ Wednesday^ 8th. I went to Oa*y Harbujur widl Lieu^ 
Bant Skyring, who surveyetl the harbour while I examined the 
wve to the northward. 

“ Oazy Harbour apjiears large, but the part where theiW is 
. anchorage is very small, and a strong tide sets in and round it, 
by which a bank is thrown up, a short distance inside the 
entrance , there is very little wood, and- some difficulty in 
obtaining fresh water, even in a small quantity. The anchorage 
outside might l;»e more convenient for procuring guanaco meat 
from the Indians than. Gregory Bay, but it is exposed to w-inds 
Iretween W.S.W. and S.S.'E. 

**'At my return to the Beagle, I was much surprised to find 
that Lieutenant Kempe, Mr. Bynoe, and a boy, had not yet 
COOK! back from a shooting excurekm. A hoat had been to the 
appointed place at sun-set, and had waited an hour without 
seeing them. At seven, a light was seen on the top of Quoin 
Hill, and 1 sent a boat to the spot, with cautions about land- 
ing, being iu doubt » hetlrer it was shown by tliem or by the 
Indians ; but the boatswaiD, wlio went with fier, could find j»o 
person, nor any ligljt. He w'aited some time, and returned on 
board.(/) A similar light was again seen, more than mice, during 
the dark and gloomy weather, with small misty rain ihlling, 
and a li^t breesse from the westwartl, which we h^ all night. 

« Thursday, 9th. No signs of our office^ mt any t^pearnnee 
of the Indwus. Fearing t&tt etaneatscident had happened, I sent 
two iKMtts away, wfdi arms imd prd^dsM^: to kidt fw thm ail 
roiuid the harbour, and tlie large lagoon whiuh watunuhicates 

:ri/Thmwa» a re»ai*«We instil 

'hi tltase 'rtfioi<»,»lfind of * %i»i» stationary, 

Iffcathe »f the flashes 

of jpisfoii*, tt s iiywtcW' WM only ssch * • 
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n^ilh it B<Hh boats, vere, thorouglily cautiorujtl about the 
Xadia^, for I had thoughts of th^r tK^bery. Just as tlu? 
bpittf. got dot of sight, three people observed on the ridge 
of a hill, about six miles distant ^ and, at the same time two 
other persons appeared, piuch irearer the ship, on the east side 
of the harbour. Which was our party, and who the others 
wefe, it was perplexing to say. Both disappeared again for 
ahoqt two hours, when our stragglers came oyer a hill, very 
near the ship. Upon their arrival on board, they were scarcely 
able to move ; they had l>een on their legs, almost without 
food, anti without shelter from the rain, 8int*e they left the 
ship. Tlreir intention h:ul Iwen to walk round the liarlwur, 
which appeared an employment for two hotirs only ; but at 
its head they found a lake, and Iwyontl tliat lake a much 
larger one, joined t(» the first hy a passage, which they could 
»u)t cros.s. When they arrived at this ])assage, it was too late 
to return hy the way they went, and their l)est chance seemetl 
to be going op. After dark, they tried to make a fire, but tlie 
niin prevented them. It was Uto dark to s(re their way, and the 
cold rain obligerl them to k«p moving about, though in one 
place. Wlp;n tiaylight enme, they travelled on, and until they 
rt-ached the ship at two o’clmk, were const.jntly walking. 

“The other people seen by us roust have been Iudian.s ; 
iwme w'ere met by our wanderers, but several places w'ere passed 
'Alicre fires bad been made by them. 

“ April 10th. Directly our Wats returned, we w’ciglH'd and 
made sail ; hut tlie wind soon faiktl, and the tide setting agaiirst 
ui'. obliged me to anchor. 

“ April llthj Made sail towards the |)a.sa.age bctwctm Eliza- 
l)i th I.slai)d 4pd'»'Cape l^it^o, and anchored there to wait for 
lilt* tide, whiub ranjJaat us when at anchor, at tbd rate of three 
knots an l^ttr, AWpt Capo Negro the appearance «jf the land 
entirely chang^ A low barren country gives way to hills 
wivercd with wood, hxiryasittg in height, arul becoming niore 
rocky and m^ntfdiipus aa. you go southward. 

“ On the wb^ working, near the land, ai^nst a light 
Miulhcrly biw^,- jsn»n caiioc paddling along sIkmpc, 






*bs 4, 8Q)!»e popple walking on the beaebw wan 

standing off,;i||rent to them, being the firataaVages lihnd «ver 
met!. In the t^noe were an old wpnum* Mr daughfaar^i midfa 
child, and on sliore were two Fuegian men with severid'.d^i^’ 
Their figures reminded me of drawings: of tM -EsqiMiBmax, 
bpng rather below the middle 8ize, : ivra{;^Md‘4n'nmgb 
. w|th their hair banging down on all sides, like old Adheb^ a&di 
their skins of a reddish bfown colour, #n>eared over with tal, 
and very dirty. Their features were bad, but peculiar ; and, if 
physiognoiuy can Ik tnisterl, indicated cunning, indolenee, 
}K»s.sivo fortitude, deficient intellect, and want of «®srgy. I 
observed that the forehead was very small and ill-shaped ; the 
nose was long, narrow between the eyes, and wide at the point ; 
and the upj^Kr lip, long and protruding. They had smalh re- 
treating duns; bad teeth; high cheek-bones; small Chiiwse 
eyes, at an oblique angle with the nose; coarse hair; wide 
ili'fonxicd mouths, and a laugh as if the upper lip were im- 
moiKahle. The hmi was very small, especially ft the top and 
back; there were very few bumps for a craniologist. They 
*asked earnestly for ‘ tabac, tabac,’ but seemed very timid. ‘ AVe 
l)artere<l some bisciut and old knives for a few'of their arrows, 
skins, spears, &c. ^ 

** Tljeir canoes, twenty-two feet long, and about three wide, 
were curiously made of the branches of trees, coveretl with 
pieces of bcech-trec bark, sewed together with intestines of 
seals. A fire was burning in the middle, upon some earth, and 
all their property, consisting of a few skins and bmie-hcadcd 
lances, was stowed at the ends. 

“ The young woman would not have been Ul-feoiting> had 
she been well Kcrublxxl, and all the yellow da/ with , which she 
was bedaubed, washed aiw|^^ : I think they use the clayey mh 
ture for warmth l^her lhaa for show, at it stops the jKres of 
the skin, preventing evap^lfoo and koSfnilg out thc/cold air. 
Thdr only clothing w^a them ; 

and tiidrj?hsir was mo^ how^^ 
been corals!. \ ^ 

Apiif 1 ith.: Andtmred in Fort Faiuitif^i; 
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April 16th.' i Xit<&ate«imt Skyi$ii^^ v^t o the Ade- 
laide with Mr. Kiricey 6'^e seame®^ -kfid ohfc Bugle's 

wbidKHbpftts.' Mr. Bynoe/ the asrisUnt^l^^H^^^^^ went eia d 

'volunteer; '- 

April 17thi The Adelaide sail^ to ’aurv^ the Magdalen 
and fiarbarit Channels t after whieh she was to rgoia tlte Beagle 
at Fort Gallant. She soon got into a strong southerly wind, and 
could make no progress, as the current was against her 4 she 
ihcrefere again stuxi into the bay, and anchored. 

“ A sharply cold night made us reitiember we were far south, 
.although the weather by day had been mild. ' I have said 
little about, tlds anchorage, as it has alremly been described, 
'file apljearance of the surrounding country is striking and 
pictiures«|ue. Mount Tarn, with its |)atcbc8 of snow, rising 
fn)m thick woods, and the high snow-covered mountains in the 
distance, with dark blue sea at their base, are very remarkable 
objects. 

“ We sailed on the, 19th with the Adelaide, which had bren 
prevtmted from going sooner by strong and unfavourable winds: 
•ind alxnit tioon we parted from mir consort, whcjse course was 
southerly, into the Magdalen Channel, while we went towards 
Lyell Sound. , » 

“ I cannot help hwr^ remarking, that the scenery this day 
apix'arcd to me magniScent. Many ranges of mountains, besides 
Mount SanaieUtO, were dislmctly visible, and the continual 
cluuige ocOurring in the views of the laiid, as clouds passed 
over the sunj with such a variety of tints of every colour, from 
that of the dazzling snow to die deep darkness of the still 
water, made ineWidi earnestly to be enabled to give an idea of 
it u|x)n paji^^ put a necewary look-xiut for the a-essel, not 
having a ttwiMMiunied oSleer wkh;^ who had been it> tlx? 
Strait before^* ke|^ nty attention tnudh occUfned to allow 
me to make Aibi'e ditiii a few liai^||ttlines. Under the high 
liind the had but UttM wind^: night closed upon us 

before we Could, gmtt an adubora^ ^tmd, so we shoi^ 

tened sttil afbef darky the 

morning. . Vi- 








Tlie tiigbt waat one of tlie i*i€i?rt: 

i]^}y c«lin, ^he »ky clear of doudi^ excepting » fiwr liiege 
white masses^ which at times passed over the bright full : 
whose light striking u|>on the snowK»vered 
mountains by which we were suirpunded* mntmsted^^i^ 
with their dark glotmiy bases^ aiid gave ai> eftect to theacene 
which I shall never forget. - i 

At daylight, on tlie 36th5 we were close to X»yell Sounds 
nnd stood along its west side* looking for an aj>cIiorage* until 
we found a very good harbour, alK>ut a txule inside Massaredo 
Point. ’ . 

“ I then w^ent away, with two boats, to examine the Sound, 
leaving the master to sound and plan the inner harbour. 

Kempe Harbour, within Lyell Sound, would hold six large 
ships in security ; but, like most of the liarbours hereal)out.s, 
access is difHcuit, on account of the squalls olF tl)e high land, 
which are so irregular, and often violent. 

^During the night of (he, 21st, it blew strong in squalls, 
and the chain^cable kept us awake by rattlitig very much over 
rocks ; yet wiieu the anchor was hove to the bows next mom- 
ing, it appeared to have been well Ijedded in stiff clay. T<j» 
these sounds we afterwanls became familiarised. 

Wednesdays 22d. Strong squally from the snuthreastward 
during tlie night, and in the morning; when, being anxious to 
reach Ciascade Bay, I weighed, though the weather was tliick, 
and tlv? wind against us. The flaws were m variable^ that we 
were two hours knocking the helm and sails alx>ut tefoi’e we 
could clear the anchorage, and move balf a mile in still water- 
I should recommend warpiug in and out of these barlxiurs, in 
pr^termoi to making sail ; as it is fiur easier, if a j^ip is pro- 
vided with small hawmm and hedges : imd th^ can 

often be made fast to thsL or i^ta of t«»es* 

« The tide rises about four in KiWpe ; aiid 

there is a place where ^ .vessarins^t be gtoundod- OlP^ c^ 

.with perfect sa£^/ ■/; /. :i= r ' 

^ MaaSaredo Peak j^BougaiiivBl^^^^ excel- 

Imt to 



t^knjddhra.diomiitsiitiku^ theStfsitB. What 

^>ifi^Ti^pearB to be Lydr Sbund « K^pe ilai^W the 

. V. 

After passing Mazaredo J^oiht, the land is rugged and 
less woody ; it is not veiy high, and has a peculiar, rounded 
af^pearwtcej like the tops of loaves of bread; 

“ There was slate in Kempe Harbour, which seemed to me 
fit far roofing purposes. * 

“ In Cascade Bay we found tlie abundance of limpets and 
niusdes usual ou these sliores, and of particularly good quality. 
Theindians live ahuost entirely uptm them and sea^eggs, though 
birds, and oceasionaily a seal, add to their subsistence. Vege- 
tation, both on shore and in the water, is most abumlant. At 
every step one sinks kuee-deep in moss, grass, feni, or low 
bushes. Trees seem to arrive but seldom at perfection; the 
•ilitnate is so nanst that they rot while growing, before they 
attain any size. Moss grows every where; each l)ough is 
covered with it : and the water apfrears to be as favourable to 
the growth of kelp as the land is to that of plants. The large 
kind (/Wua gigantem) slux>ts up, from litany fathoms depth, 
to the surface, with strong stalks and large leaves. 

“ JiSd. A btyj tiay ; blowing strong, and at times raining. 
Mr. Murray, Mr. Stokes, and I, went with three Ixrfits to con- 
tinue our work of exploring and souuding. 

“ Saturday^ 2.5th. W e weigiied and made sail; but tlii; breeiVA* 
failed, and fiftws came against us. While laying out warps, 
nnil hanging :by the stream-cable, a squall took the ship and 
drove her against the rocks, but without doing her any injui-y, 
for they were -quite walbsided. The mmn-yard and spanker- 
boom were masia^ the trees. We again laid out warps, and had 
made sorafl'pr^lgr^ when another stnmg squall nidiged us to 
go back iutd dtir anchorage, to remain undl the bail, snow, 
wind, mid n^a should cense. 

“ 2Bth- An UBpSFOmising and wet 'morning ; but. the heavy 
rain lieing over, we webbed, and in’ • few hours readied the 

western side Sim. 

“ AboiUafi^AT^thepcttnt wenndicHrcd in Murray Cove, 



irfHirb «^foidf gdod shelter 

of «cce^ being o 'smatl ^dbteffli lii^lii^ ;il bairb^^ 

“ 5!7th. We set out earljr with the b|bAtv btit tl»' Wcht^ 
was too bad to do much; however, smri^hi^/wtn dcM 
at <hi8k we went adune bn- « small .i^md in the Sound; It 
rained very bard all tbeaflernoon and dbting part trfthewight. 
We sheltered ourselves ns well as we could vrhh thb 
sails and tarpaulins ; but during, the night the wind lilted, 
aud blew so liard, that it threw down our slight dudtet, and 
made me very anxious about the ship ; for I was doubtAil of 
the security of the anchorage where she lay. 

“ 28tb. This morning was very c«ddi it ifained hard and 
blew strong ; ' but when it cleared away for a short time, we 
set to work again, to explcwe wliat qtpeared tb be a . channel. 

“ After a three hours' pull gainst wind, snow, and hail, 
my channel proved to be only one of the numerous inlets which 
ejuaoach upon the. Fiiegian territory; and the boate returned 
to ithe Beagle, with the help of strong squalls from the S.W. 

I was not a little glad to see the ship in the ylLaee where 1 had 
left her. During the night another anchor; bad been let go ; 
but she had not tnoved from her position. This anchorage is so 
easy of access, that I hope it will be of use to vessels passing 
through the Strait. There is nxhn for one large siaed ship to 
■ lie conveniently, or for two or three small craft. 

“ ^fll^weather has not yet been so cold as I expected it 
would be : snow lies on the deck a short time, but the thermo* 
metet has not be«j lower than 81* (Fahrenheit). ^ 

“ 29th. A rmny, blowing morning : Mr. Stbkes and I set 
out in the boats; but it rained so much, that «e could only 
make a ftre to dry our clothes, and ranove the ftambnuis, caused 
by ritting a long time in the wet. 

** On the 8<1 of May, we aneben-ed ht Port Gldtant; though 
perfeetly secure, this is a distil hii^ tb^ iriiittf, bti*>g «> 
surrounded by high’ mountains^, sdniit 

tlw‘7th, inladditioo to biir taroal'^ly dutic^^ w were 
obcoj^ m prepating'liK' an-e*0^«l<^ 



:^;#^ iiMtoid of^thon, preaa-ved vc^U ahdl^id^ 

^Rdalai^ tvought £r^ Montevideo, weFg substituted. 
W«;:found ' Jn this, as in almost every Fuegian harbour, abutH 
daooe of muscles, limpets, and wild celery ; aoine fisb and some 
wUd-^fowl. Many of our party thought shags good eating, but 
only one person could be found dating enough to tty whether 
old Sir John Narborough was quite warranted in saying that 
a fon was * saivoury food,' and that one repented dT his expesri^ 
ment during a week's serious illness. 

My reason for entirely stopping the use of salt-meat, for a 
few days, was theltelief that, at least, two or three days' change 
of dic^ is necessary to cause any real alteration in the system ; 
and that it is better to give frerii ])roTi8iQn8 for three days in 
succession, and salt-meat during the remainder of three weeks, 
than to give fresh-meat at three separate intervals in the same 
|)eriod. 

“ During the wet weather of these regions, we derived great 
itenefit from awnings, painted for the purpose, wlulc refitting at 
Hio tie Janeiro and Maldonado : they kept the lower, and a 
great part of the upper deck quite dry, even in heavy rain. 

“ May 7th. Mr. Stokes and I set out with a cutter and 
whale-boat, to explore the Jerome Channel. Wc were well 
pruvided, with as much as tlie boats could stow, of what we 
thought likely to be useful during a montii’s cruise. Of water 
ive *ouk but tru^ing to the wetness of these tegkm for 
3 supply. Each 'nHsn had his dotites covered with canvas, or 
cluck, well painted; and instead of a liat, every one had a 
‘ south-wester' (tike a ooal-h«iyer's cap). 

“Our provisiooe, beii^ sulficient for twenty-eight days, 
made the bout* rather detqi: and 1 soon found tire cutter 
pulled very hearty, and was obliged to take her in tow. AH 
our imrty dept ' hi the cuttw the first night, the whak-hoat 
being made foist astd^ : Towards tni;lmght it blew fresh, and 
as the boats ware anchored near the wash of the beach, tliey 
rolled a good deM $. and sodii aftwwards, feeling the whale- 
boat hanging heaviiy. .on her rope, I hauled her up alongride, 
and found in a few minutes she 



ftu»1; wi^ tdl her 

"The i^tig had wwfeed out by her rdUiagii^Iafeldeim' lef^ 
afloat at night after this wanning. Having the 
mtide roe think lee-s <d‘ all dur tbingabeingiiieth^,atkdaf^iiei^ 
of the instruments being alhnost apoiied. . V 

' ‘S; At daylight, on the %b, we pulled oloog shet^ tfSth Ihe 
wind against us, and reached Point York before the ^iie tnade 
strongly ; but that place we eouW not pass ; atld sottier than 
give up an indi of ground, let go our ^pnels, in thehiiddlehf 
a race of tide, that tumbled in over both gunwales, and i«n past 
us at the rate of live knots. At one p.m. it da^ken^i'and we 
pulled on into Bacbdor River, very glad to get so good a place 
to dry our clothes, ami put the boats to rights. Three deserted 
wigwams gave us shelter; and while awne made fires; others 
went to collect shell-fish, or slnxit birds. Though the season 
was so far advanced, some shrubs were in flower, particularly 
one, which is very like a jessamine, and has a sweet smell. 
Cranberries and berlieris-berries were plentiful : I should have 
liked to pass some days at this plAct', it was so very pretty : 
the wliole shore was like a shrubbery. I caiknot account for tliu 
exaggerated accounts of the Fuegian coasts given by sonu“ 
voyagers: it is true that the peaks the mountains are 
covered with snow, and those skies exposed to the prevailing 
west ivinds are barren, and ru^ed 5 b«t every sheltered spot 
b covered with vegetation, and large tRSeh seem to gtuw almhst. 
upon tlie bare rock. I was strongly reniinded of some of the 
Greek islands in w'inter, wlien thty also have a share of snow 
on their mountains. 

May 9 th. The tide carried our lio^hi bp the Jeiotne 

ChtHind, whk’h, tliougli narrow, is ipirte free fltwn danger. 
The west shcm is very- high, apd Meep, atid wdl^sovered with 
iwiod ; the easteim is iowiy*, and 1e« woody. ' 

♦‘ Having passed this chahnd; we^«^ 

Indian Sound, witb-^1 that anx^y one fieds dbeh#* place, of 
which pirthiiiglB bn0Wii,tindpmcliitimiigilie^ ilk^pihrfind a 
hugeilvcr ; arid the tirotig tideaetd^bp'^^^hiW^ 
me thA them wai | body sof water inlwid, vAat? wature 








At diMik p« {^ot into « snudl <a«eki 
and^McuMd the boats, Imidtiig op the i«fatile-b^ on the sand. 
When tod Into to reniove,’ we £bund *l»e {dace «f onr Mvonae 
so wit isttd Bwainpy, that netniy two hours wete occupied in 
trying to light a fire. Suppcar and in«Ty were succeeded 
by heavy rainj which continued thronghout that night and 
the next day without intemdssian. 

lOtb; Continual hard rain*preTeated our moving : the whale- 
Ixiat's men were thoroughly drenched in their tent during the 
night; Imt nuide a better one’ in the rooming. The cutter, having 
a tarpaulin cover, gave her crew alietter lodging; and although 
a small and loaded boat, only twenty-four feet long, could not 
Iw expected to tdlow much room to a dozen sleepers, during 
such weather, with the help of our blanket bags, (at) we did 
very well. 

“11th. During thus night, also, it rained very hard. Early 
the next morning, however, it deared a little, and we got 
under-weigh. When in the fair-way our hopes were much ex- 
cited ; for beyond a high island, like a aigar-loaf, appeared 
an opening without land. I tasted the water re[)eatedly, fancy- 
ing it less salt, and that we were approaching a river. 

“ Less salt it might have been, from the number of water- 
falls daslting down the mountains on each side of the 
channel, which' it here about two miles wide, with a current, 
or rather stitoon. of tide, running at the rate of two knots an 
hour. '*'■ 

At noon, we readied the Sugar-Loaf; it cost a struggle 
to get to the top with the instruments ; but the view repaid 
me, For tlwto points of the compass towards the north-east, I 
could see-no htod, exoept two islands ; and the forthest extreme 
to the eaM;n^ini» to me distant, at least, thirty miles. 

No mountafnl Or high land could be seen to the north or east ; 
the country ecmned; there to change^its cbiwactar, and liecomc 


(mj Each ai^d in»a,,wlten detacbsd from the Beagle during » 

niglit, carried a U«tiket,Wdarge poncho (sewed up, and with a drawing- 
string, Kke a iiOgh biii;!, in which they dept, and found much oonafort and 



' OI^AT WATK«-4W»IA4l-61»iliAr*^ 

}ijj#||‘.iii^ wo(^^ Th{B/«iu^'la4(i|^i ao;tt^^ 

1 ji#0od ^considering nrhat litigl^ 'be ^he iKfiiidbiy “tf 
liU 1 recollected^ that thclwigerl Aougbt aboatiti^^^t^ 

! I aboald be finding it ont ; ab^we iiwdied on wii^%be boater of 
copiiae taking the necessal^ bearings ai^ angles, until 
readied the <Pdnt of Ideta' in*? Otway Water.’' 

On tlie 12th, our .oars •»«« going early. 

** The two islands, '* Englefietil ’ and * Vivbu>i’ Were tite only 
land upon the horizou for dx pdnts of the oomjttss. The 
southern coast trended away nearly east ftoiO Cape Charles, pre- 
serving the high mountdinous character of the Fuegian 
while that to the northward was low, though as yet Wdl wooiled. 

“ I was nearly tempted to try whether Fanny Bay led towards 
theOuIf of Xaultegua; but.fortunately did not, as I diould 
have regretted the time so employed. 

Point Hainond is thickly-wooded with Cveigreens, dmilar 
to those of the Stndt ; and with a spedes of pine, about thirty 
taf^orty feet in height. 

** To the S.E. three remarkable promonttwies stand out in 
bold relief from the Fuegian diote ; but beyond them the land 
dnks into the tame flatness of Patagonia. 

** Thewatmron the west ^urcisnot deep; fleoratem to thirty 
fathoms at a quarter of a mile off shore, but getting more 
shallow advimdng nprthwofd. There is nm^on^ for a r«isel 
after passing .ndum Channel, the whole way ahiiq;; and as the 
prevailn^ winds are off shore, it would generally be Safe. In 
Indian C^umael I only know of two anchorages. Cutter Bay 
md Bending Cove. 

» Such cmistant rain fdl during this oweningj that it was 
nst^Yiatil alter much trouWe that we at lad’ imde'l^. Cany- 
ing dry fuel in the boats we found indispsiisihle, iMd I wmdd 
recomnNnd any person wlm passes a ni|^ Ml' Adrnlo this wet 
c&Mte, with a boat, to carry a sheet ^ 

flat iron, in prefiawhee to any bod-itow, 
upM It much eiasjly^' : 

tfei-. gsel^ ' 'di$.ct]^'' ‘ flftti ■ hein ' tb , bum 



all day, tlud it wtas to., 

pnM$ed;4l could odltber .sce my ^^y^ iior. omtice any thing 

lH«|>f ind and ndn* 

;So iniid was the w«Uher, that I bathed this morn- 
ing, and did not find the water 4^der than I have felt it in 
autumn on the English cxiost; its tempermur^ at a foot below 
the surface, averaged 4 &° ; that of the air was 39^. From this 
plpce^ Point Hamond, I saw seven points of the compass dear 
of farad, my eye being twenty feet above the level of tlie sea, 
The water was quite salt, therefore we were certain of being 
in an unexpected inland sea, or large lagoon. Four miles from 
Pmnt Hamond lie Englefield and Vivian Islands, rather low, 
hut well wootled with evergreens. They are the only islands of 
any note in the Otway Water. The farthest point I could 
discern I called Cape Marvel, for much I wondered at tlie 
hitherto unsuspected extent of this inlet. 

“ At noon we were off the north envl of F.iiglefield Island. 
Mr. Stokes and I observed the sun’s meridian altitude satis- 
factorily from the boats, so smooth was the water. This quiet 
day was too l^ne, for it was hard work pulling from nine till 
five, without any help frean sails. Towards evening a breeze 
sprung up in our favour, and with its assistance we ran along 
the land about ten mileH- Taking advantage of the moonhgbt, 

I did not look out for a resting-|dace till past seven o'clock, 
when wcrhads a great deal of trouble in landing; the coast 
having qmto cbkilged its ciiaracter ; and instead of deep water 
with a im^y sIm^, we found a fiat shingly beach and shoal 
water, with very large stones scattered between high and low 
water niarksi.,;Sb imnmmnsly as to nudie it dangeroas for a 
boat, espeqlaDy ntj night, U})oa landing, we found the gromtd 
quite changed, into It Juo %hc, soil, with stunted buslies imd 
trees ; an^’sojdiy wan the woods that a fire was easily kindled, 
but not a watmr eould^ be any where to cook our 

supper. A optfideeubie rito and foil of tide was .Oba^eih mucli 
gt^ater • 

15th. Ho. baeaj^^ oioeniipg,’ for want of water — a. 
decided proof of f^|uK^ .Qf dfonate and cquutry. North of 

vou 1 . 4 
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Ijw tlie i% was cleari but to tlie s^hwaa^v 4b« 
bung thick cleuds. The ti^ee ucee? ncU eve^rem atadiut 
time their leaves were witliered and Mlitig.: u : , *f 

While pulling along sbore^ ami pas»ng a low piojeetiiig 
pointy we saw the smoke of three fires, and approachiag nearer, 
obsarved four canoes lying oh the beach, near several wi^. 
warns. Their owners soon appeared, running al<H)g the 4khc«(^ 
halloding and jumping. Tim first who came mar us ruotinded 
me of an old-fashioned sign of the * Ked Lion, ' for he was 
painted red all over, and looked more like a wild beast than a 
human being ; another wan covered with a bluish nfixture; a 
third was quite black. Several had the lower hsjf of the face 
blacked, and the oldest men and women were painted entirely 
black. There were about eight men, six or eight b^s, and 
perhaps a dozen won,en and girls. Smne had a skin over their 
shoulders, hut others had no covering at all, exeqpt paint; 
they seemed apprehensive, and hid several skins and other 
tMngs in the wood, as soon as they saw us approaching; 

“ When they found wc were peaceably disposed, and had 
tobacco and knives, they wer% esiger to barter with iis, How 
they have learned the use of tdbacco is curious, but they are 
f<md of it to excess. Guanac*), as wdl as seal and otter skins, 
are in their possession; therefore they [nv>bahly bnrter with 
the Patagonians. They have also the skins and horns of a deer, 
which, as 1 understood them, inbalnts tb«r country-C » ) Tliey 
(Xitch small miinials with snares, made of whaldbone, just like 
hare-snares. This tribe was very rich in Fuqgian wealth, 
such as skins, arrows, lances, &c. They appeared to be of a 
race similar, but superior, to the Putgians, bei^g atronger, 
stoutar, more lively, and mc»e active. 1 permnded <»e ci th«r 
h^s to have his fimo washed, and' il^d Jms MtuMd com- 
pl^ion waa scarcely dm'k^ tlM) that of U JSur^tean. Their 
language souadk like that af^tha Puegians, ui^ ^'hubs and 
WMpoBi are pcedsel^ aiuihw to thrirV : We aikad4hec(t for 
watm-, and th^ poanted to a ji&cealxmt 
■fhj -hike a toi^isk j to he tl»:*>ffii4^ 



il% u»v|hal we tm8t dig ia tine earth for it. We 

good wiUor wa% 

found. We then landed^ and en^jred^ oor hredkfatii at onie 

o^steeki beiiig^^!^ 

^^ lE'he nalivea were still With ua ; they seemed inquiaitive 
and cunning; and shewed great surprise at a Sextant wod arti- 
iicial hcKFi^n, by which they sat ^wn, attentively watd'tmg 
what wan done. I put my watch ta their ears ; they were much 
aatonidied, and each came in his turn to hear it tick. I painted 
to tlie watdi and then to the sky ; they shook tlieir lieads and 
siutdenly looked so grave, that froin their maii^aer. in this in- 
stance, md from what I could understand by their signs, I felt 
certain they bad an idea of a Superior Being, although they 
have nothing like an image, and did not appear to us to have any 
form of worsliip. We could learn scitrccly any words of their 
Ungui^, because of their trick of rejieating whatever we said. 

They saw how we lighted a fire, by means of a timler-box, 
and took an opportunity to tread it out ’of sight. Our lo«s 
was iiol known until braving the spot, when that material 
nwssaiy was missed. It was evident they bad stolen it ; and 
while I was meditatiug a reprisal, one of our men by chance 
trod upon the mkring box, which was artfully hid under the 
^^ond. After tins disowery, they seemed rather inclined for a 
skirmish, all having clubs, while our men appe ared to have no 
wee|)ans. However, we parted without a quarrel. 

‘‘ The foatwrea of these people, ditfered from those of the 
Fuogiam X had previou^y seen, in being bstUjr formed, 
and having a lass artful expression. 

We pulfod tiaaoe along a tow shore until evening, when 
distant land hdgm fo show itaelfr streU^biiig to the imrth^ 
ward and and bounding this supposed inland sea. 

At dusk Y^^dbeoyared an openiug, appeal^ to be 

either a river 6r a ^Mmnal, and I for ife north bank, 

the boqla for the night in a place we nan^d Donkin 
CaVe, ae a nuwfo fo the prefcerver of xaeat, to whom 

we hodbeeq little of tbia meot^ mixed 

with wild fowl, and wane wild t»lery, makes a whdiesome and* 
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a|(r0^ble mess. On lx)at j^rviee» meal^ jj^^ 
ciilarly useful, being already c^ked^/M 
dinner without the aid of fire. ^ ' : • 

, We were surprised at the mildness of the weather. Tnid<^f 
the change of climate was as pl^sant as it was sudden aii4 tith^ 
expected. 

16th. At daylight, we found ourselves in the entrance 
of what was thought a river. Under this irapresaion, I hoped 
to penetrate into the interior of the country, and meet some new 
tribes of Patagonians. As soon as we could get underwrigh, we 
pulled and sailed along a winding channel, on one side of which 
was a pleasiiut-looking, woody country* extending toj^ards 
Tierra del Fuego ; and on the other, a low, barren district, like 
Eastern Patagonia. The banks on both shoi^s wene from five 
to fijrty feet high, sloping, and coven,‘d with grass. 

“ The current was in our favour, which with the saltness of 
the water, inclined me to think it a channel, and not the mouth 
of a river. In this opinion I was confirmed in a short time, by 
seeing surf breaking against some land beyond an opening, 
which showed that w^e were af^*N>aching a large Ixxly of water. 
Soon after, we reached the extreme west |x>int of this small 
channel ; and, to our surprise, saw an expanse, at letist thirty 
miles across from east to west* and twenty from north to south. 
I thought it more at first, but prolwibly was deceived. We.st 
and south of it I ol)served high snow^covered mountains ; and 
the summit of one was remarkable, being like a castle with a 
high tower. Northward, the land was low; excepting a few- 
ranges of dowm-like hills with large plains l)etwceii them. 

It happened to be a very clear day, and all that could be 
seen at any time was visible. In two places there se^ed to iiur 
to be ojienings to the westward ; in the southernmost I could 
see no laiul at idl ; the other wiaS backed by distant mojjntains, 
but Still had the appearance of an opestbigM After this I went 
to the top of a Itill near nie, about lliree hundred ifet liigh, to 
g^iin a Wter view, yet ao small an dWratioii Jiii^ but little 
d^ereni^* and I rather thought the opposite farther off 




back a short distance, to make a 
and liWd htt things, I crossed the channel to a fiiie level 
plain, and measured a base line. In (brossing, I found a most 
rapid tide, at least five or six knots at neap tides, and to pull 
a^nst it M'as out of the question. It caus^ a considerable 
swell and race at the entrance, which is not a quarter of a mile 
widei though it averages* twelve fathoms in depth. On the 
plain was growing thick grass, like that iti the vicinity of the 
river Plata. So rich and good w*as the grass and trefoil, that I 
saved a few ^ds, hoping some day to see their produce in 
England. No tn?C was seen; the soil seemed dry, rich, and light. 
Skunks, and a small kind of cavy, had burrowed every where, 
which proves the climate to be of a diff*erent nature from that 
of the Strait. The bones and trac'es of guanacoes w'ere numtv 
rous, and some horses’ tracks w'ere found ; as also part of a 
dead guanaco, which appeared to have l>ec*n a prey to wild 
beasts. Water was not so plentiful as to the southward ; but 
vjuite sufficient for all useful purposes, many .siiiall bnx'/ks being 
noticed, liesides springs in the sides of the kov hills. We shot 
a swan (o) and some coots ; the swan.s were so fat, or so tame, 
that they would not rise from the water. 

“ 17 th. While on Whitestonc Plain, a very heavy squall of 
wind and hail passed over from the S.W., so cuttingly cold, 
that it showed me one reason why tliese plains, swept by every 
wind from S;S.W. to N., are destitute of trees-. 

Aft^lr darkj we returned to the eutter and partook of a 
large mei^ made of the swan w^e had shot,- the coots, some 
iinqiets, %tid preserved meat. The shortness of the days was 
k coming very inconvenient ; from oight to four were the tmly 
hours of <i|iy light; but some of the nights so fine, that I 
got many of dbaervations of the moon and stars, 

(o) Btack^neeke^ swao, noticed by Captain King.*— -B.F. 



CHAV im XI V. 

Pi^o for a SeUlement-^Frost^Boatf m d8iigcr<-^HcMti)W « 0 cii)^ 
Sudden change — Beagle Hilis-~nFuegian painti»g--*Tide«--;|®edi€|ao 
-—Water wanner than the air — Jerome Chaimel — ^Mr. ^okes reHirfia 
to the Beagle— Cape Quod — Snowy Sound — Whale Sound— CJuiiaeal 
Bay — Return to the Beagle^Adelalde returns — Plan of (^erationi— 
Difficukies removed — Preparations — Wear and tear of elothitig— 
Aeeend the Mountain do Ja Crua— Sail from^ Port Gallant— Tides — 
Borja Bay — Cape Quod — Gulf of Xaultegua — Froat and snow— Meet 
Adelaide — Part — Enter Pacific — Arrive at Cbilde. 

“18th of May. Very cold, raining heavily, and blowing 
strong from S.W. The ride turned this day (full moon), and 
set to the westward at 1.15. I only say ^ turned,’ because I 
could not distinguish the ebb from the flcxxi, so little rise and 
fall was there. No sooner had the tide ceased to run in one 
direction, than it began to run as strongly iu the other, for 
about six hours. For the last four nights I noticed, that 8tK>n 
after sunset the sky was suddenly overcast, a triflixig shower 
fell, and afterwards the heavens became l>eautifully clemr. The 
climate must be much like that of the east coast of Patagonia, 
as shrubs grow hcTC like those I saw at Port Desire. While 
walking, the leaves and dry sticks crackled under foot, which 
is very different from what one observes about the Strait of 
Magalhaens, where everything is wet and j^ungy* I was 
inclined to think this place suitable for a settlement. There is 
water, w'ood, and goed sinl, fit for jidanring, besides pasture 
land; the climate is not Ijad; and probably the Patagonian 
Itidians might be induced to trade in guanaco meat, as they 
now do at Gregory Bay | any of their hostile meurrioiis 
would l)e prevented by the clujuanel. 

^ 19th. Two natives, a man and a came to onr boats 

this morning ; they seemed to have xmtlm curiosity^ nor fear ^ 
nor even a relish for tobacixk They took a pi^ tinder, 
picked lip a stoiie, .iml went away to soine wigwi^^ 
dis»lbMH:e| whe^ we af^ 
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“ Daring this night end the preceding it fioae shaittly; but 
the sky was eo clear, that 1 observed nMiny sets of distances, 
cai each side the moon. * 

“ 20th. We went eastward through the little channel. Every 
thing was frozen ; Und the lx«t‘*s sails were useless until thawed. 
We left Donkin Cove directly after noon, and with a fresh and 
fair wind, steered towards Pecket Harbour. I may as well 
motion lieremy reasons for taking this course, instead ol going 
farther w^tward. 

“ Considering our very limited time, and provisions, I 
^shed to do first what was most useful ; and to find a new 
passage, seemed to me the primary object. Having surveyed the 
narrow winding channel, and proved its navigability for vessels 
of any class; I thought it desirable to' ascertain next the 
nature of the separation between Otway W ater and the Strait 
of Magalliaens, between lairedo Bay and Pecket Harlxnir. 

“ A western passage might be sought by the Adelaide 
schooner, or by myself, at a future time. If we tried to cross 
the Skyring Water, our success would be very doubtful, for 
(luring the whole time we had lieen in the channel, the wind 
blew strong from S.W., raising so much sea, that it was with 
great difficulty I could sound outside the western entrance, 
even in a whale-lxiat. 

“ A fine breeze carried us rapidly eastward ; but it freshened 
t(K) fiwt, reef afta* reef was taken in, until at two o’clock we 
were obliged to lower the sail^ and pull to windward ; for as 
far as we etnild sec, the shore continued uubi-oken, flat, and 
low, with a high surf breaking on it. To have attempted to 
land, would have been folly ; and as the wind continued to 
increase, and a current setting to windward caused a very short 
awkward I seat Mr. fkokes off in the cutter, under his 
small clo^'^ed sails, to hang to windward as long as he 
could carry iiail, while 1 kept, the yvhale^boat head to wind. 
At three o’clodt, we armre embayed, and about a mile from the 
shore. My bott was deeply laden, aAd as our clothes and bags 
got so^md^ pulled more Imvily, We threw a bag of fud over- 
Iwani, . 1^1 else to the hurt. At sunset tlic sea 






big|(^> an^ as stircmg aaaver* the^^ttax^a 

little before^ about thtee laiU^ ixoai us> atanding^^^ 
iwntd m a wind ; but whether she would clear the shore I ootild 
hot make out • -/v'- ■■' ■■^. ; 

After dark, finding we cobid not wdl:! be wofie* off as to 
risk, I bore up, and pulled with the sea rather abaft the beam, 
twisting the bojit ‘ end on’ to each wai?e as it cable, hc))ing to 
get into smoother water to the westward. Night, and having 
hung on our oars five hours, made me think of beaching the 
b()at to save the men ; for in a sea so short and breaking, it 
was not likely she would live much longer. At any time in tile 
afternoon, momentary neglect, allowing a wave to take her im> 
proprly,* would have swamped us; and after dark it was worse. 
Shortly ;ifter k-aring up, a heavy sea broke over my back, and 
half filled the boat: we were baling away, expecting its suc- 
<«ssor, and had little thoughts of the boat living, when— <|uite 
suddenly— tlte sea fell, and soon after the wind became intKlc- 
rate. So extraordinary was the change, that the men, by one 
inipulsfe?, lay on their oars, and looked about to see what had 
ha]>[iened. Probably we had passed the place where a tide 
was setting against the wind. I immediately put the Ixiat’s 
hettti towards the cove we left in the morning, aiHi with thank- 
ful gladness tlie men pulled fast ahead. In ten minutes the ^ca 
was sjiKXjth, and the breeze so mcnlerate, as not to impede our 
progress. Our only anxiety was then al)Out the cutter ; for wc 
could not tell how she bad weathered the gale, I was sure slie 
would have prospered if kept by the wind ; but some accrident, 
or change of purpose, was to be feaml. 

“ Alx>ut an hour after micbiight, we landed in safety^ at 
Oemkin Cove; so fired, and ntigibed by the cold, for it was 
freezing sharply, that we could hardly get out of tlie brnt. 
The embers of our morning fire were still burning , so we put 
on some wood, and lay down round theni. No Wien could have 
behaved better than that boat's crewt iu>t n word was uttered 
by ofMT of them ; nor did tm‘ oar although 

they ^^kriowledgtd^^ after landings that th^ expected 

to fcsolved^fovS^ 
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the ei)tt4«tV'8nd Ml u btt( i)efc»s^.<^yl%ht X 
ef»ae csie, and tamy joyt isaw Mr. Stokes standing by met' He 
-hid jbst airiTed with the cuttffl'j haTing't kept his wind tdl 
the sea Ml ; and since that time had been pulling towards this 
i^pot : with’ what thankful feelings all bands lay down to sleqj 
may be easily supposed. < 

“ Slst. This morning I believe no one waked before t«i 
o'clock. Drying our clothe, and putting the boats to rights, 
occupied oioMe of the day. Our time was now so short, besides 
having almost expended our provisions, that I gave up the ife 
of crossing the Otway Water, and decided to'-retum nearly the 
way we came, after taking a view from the higher ground. 

“ 22d. A sharp frost, during the jmst night and this day, 
hardened the ground, and witli four of my boat's crew, I 
walked to the Beagle Hills. Our way led through a scattered 
wood, the only one seen on the north side of llie channel, and 
in which most of the trees appeared to have been bunted. We 
gained the suinmit of the heights soon after nc>on, and were 
amply rtrwarded by an extensive view. 

Altlioiigh ttot more than eight hundred feet above tlic 
sea, I coiild discern tlie Gregory Hills (so plainly as to nmke 
out their yellowish brown colour); Cape Bartholomew, Na.ssau 
Island ; Cape Monmouth j the high peaks over Cape Froward ; 
the range of nmuntains thence to tlie Jerome Channel, and from 
the Jerome, westward to all tliose about Cajte Phillip, and 
t 'a{^)e Parker ; aiidtbe whdie extent of the Otway and Skyring 
Waters ; Bie latter being bounded to the N.W. by down-like 
liiils, about fflx or eight hundred feet high. North of the Beagle 
Hills, a ru^ oS sindiar dowms extended ; and to the east %vas 
a 8uccessi<m rtf lagocHut, completely intersecting tlie Hat country 
towards Pecket Harbour. 

“We left b raeinoria], cut in lead, at the fixit of a post sunk 
in the ground ; but the air was 8q| eold, that the men, who 
wished to add itheur lumies, were ambl<-’ t»» them cm tin? 
lead. It was ei{^t o'elpi^ before ile refined our bivouac, 
much fatigued by fbc'^y’* 'Stork. 

“ iiSd. 1 A was a wtmtan 
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mm^ on her own cheeks^ as drawn <m the 
quite sitting as still as a tnonse^ while t nsade anolhhr 

sjketch* In return for the compliniiMit pisd to ber emtiitenafiee^ 
she daubed my face, as well as my coxswaiii\ with the aaine 
red mixture. ? .r v ^ 

S 4 th. A sliarp fnjst during the night. We left Borikin 
Cove, as soon as I bad taken obiservatioiis for the dhtoiioiiieleFS. 
A )>reeze in utir favour carried us rafndly aloi^, and at 
dusk we were near Englefield Island. Tbe last few nights have 
been »o dear, that two or three of the men, and myself, have 
dept in the open air without any other covering than our 
blanket-bags, and clothes. My cloak has lieen frozen hard over 
me every morning ; yet I never slept more soundly, nor was in 
better health. 

We liad a good view of Mount Misery tins day. It is alxait 
^1,000 feet in height ; twice as high jls the surrounding moun- 
tains, and quite bare, even of, snow, on the summit. The 
night tides here rise more tlian those of the day at this 
son : the times of high water do not diffi^r much on the 
opposite shores. About an hour after dusk we reached Engle- 
iield Island, having made a capital run, with a fresh and fair 
wind. Creeping in the dark, along shore, we at last found 
shdter for the boats, and foltiieil a snug place amongst tbi> 
bushes for our tent and fires. One of my boaCs crew was ill 
this day; the first man that bad been seriously so, although 
several had been slightly aftected by the muschis and limpets ; 
and one had fits. A draught of hot penrt wine and Win ter V 
bark, certainly seemed to be an dficient m^lc^ for the 
slights iomplaints. ? 

. 35 th. Blowing sbrong fi^ thewestwm^dy ^itb much rain. 

I ftirced a way, with mudi d^lealty, luacKi^ thick bi^ to 
the top o£ tbe igland, and when I 

that by no ppssiide ooiddli I see round, 

I €ticciBi{)assed by k^y 







diie the aenwt' kuad, 

foot beoeath due «isr&ee» ww^4S^f;> ji^nr «t the aune time 
bcni^ JiBV WhUe tlu aea water iKciMa^ diis temp^atuie, 
it tonat tend tmich to otoderate ti^ aeverity of cold, one wouAd 
imtitndlj expect in this latitwle, near so many snow^eDTered 
mountains. We arrived at the PcAnt of Islets, soon after sunseft, 
<»B the 27th. 


‘‘ ;28th. Almost every night I ohsoved that the wind sub- 
sided' soon after snns^ the clouds passed away^ and the first 
peart of the night was very fine; Init that, towards morning, 
wind clouds generally succeeded. From Pomt of Xdets, we 
sailed aoudiward; and were again close to the mountains: 
from whose appearance at this spot, no one would suppose that 
any pamage lay between them ; so intricate and winding arc 
t lie cltanneis. 

“ I was sorry to leave the open country, Liehind me; but thne 
pressed ; and there was yet much to do with our loaded boats, 
which could not make very great progress in the diort day- 
light afiforded by this season. After passing Bennett Island the 
law! l^came rugged, and mountainous on each side, covered, 
however, with wood mid v^tatkm wherever it could grow ; 
and we were again in the Magtdhaenic is^ons. 

“ This day I examined as much of the west side of the 
channel, as time would allow, and teached €oroDa ('reek at 
alxxit eiglit o'clock. What 1 called the Sugar Loaf must he 
the (’orona Idaitd of Cktrdm a's ofilcers ; for at some distance 
it looks aomewiiat like a osown. It is singular that they 
inserted (th their chart) an hdaad near their Corona, which 
cantxa be vdia^iigtitidied from the main-lmKl, until one is 
within i and as at that datauce the Otway 

WatOT is phtinly visible, mut* they not have seen the open- 
ing ? Tis^nl: thair did letum without prosecuting 
the disoovd^, or waa-die weather top thidc to see fw* ? Their 
<leseription.(tf d» JeKNito Clhannd, leads to the supposition of 
a continual otunent aiittk|g4l|»mj^ iib oie'dhrection, instead of 
a regular fhb sdrest sigp of a passage 

j[dweh.m is « curreot or stream. 



? ^ S9th. .Wepassed through Jerome €hmmeVa^ieaeh«ti^ 
lier^ off Bachdor llivar,’ after dark; but the euUm* got i^:lmmd, 
• laid gave us 6«ime trouble.to ffoat her agaim) ' Afterwardsiinie 
of the men was landed on the bar* and by his widkiag;in the 
de^)e&t water, and the whale-boat going next, wo got imo the 
little river at nine o'clock, not aorty to be in sa£rty< Theroare 
tide Twces between the Jerome Channel, and Bachelor Biver, 
which are sometimes dangerous; but as the bi^ae was,mode- 
rate, wepassed them without difficulty. 

“ May 80th. Eniployetl cbiedy in stowing the cutter afresh, 
packing specimens, and preparing my boat to take what 
remained of our provisions. At two next moniing, when the 
tide served, Mr. Stokes set-out to return to the Beagle; and 
having Ixith wind and tide in his favour arrived early at Port 
Gallant. 

» “ The wind increased after daylight, and blew strong, witJt 
sqaalls. 1 waited a short time, but, having no hopes of its im- 
proving, left the river. My boat was much lumbered, having 
the chmnometiT-box, and more instraments than before ; yet 
she pulled pretty well, even against the heavy squalls. After 
lauding at the west side of the entrance to the Jerome Channel, 
to take Ijearings and angles, we pulled ak>f^ rimre to tl>e west- 
ward, and at dark hauled the boat up in a small sheltered 
comer. Afto" she was secured, we employed ourselves looking 
fur iietfwts iurd muscles ftw supper, by tlie light of a lanchoni, 
as we had good appetites, and.our provisions were scanty. 

“ June 1st. We pulled along shore agmnst a strong and 
squally wind, and befcare evening neaHy reached, Cape Quod; 
. bat not bring able to pa» it, stopped id a ri>«f <m theeist side. 

“ 2d, At the oars agaioi'iMudy, Imving a ffoe efear moniing^^ 
ivith the tide ratlier in omr favpinr. By dksveii* fiape Qood wa< 
':aateni of us ; and a Jong vfcw t^^Strait piwcnted itself 
This part is very ladi# teiste, ind^ ; 

,,|idU whfarwtar a 
_ .,-1^, |w|«ed 


into^t^^ you -bod. driid water; 
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; ’** :8d:;- We slid worked,- from pohft vtb 

point, up the sound, ' thinking it a channel. Two good aneho- 
Higes w«e found on the west side, hjutinone on the east, except 
a ttidiiig cove between the little island and the land, which 
would only shelter a small vessel. The night was passed on 
an island live miles within the amnd. It rained hard for 
an hour before we landed, and all the night afterwards. Our 
rest was not the most satisfactory, .-is the ground was wet and 
swampy. 

“ Two of the boat’s wew got into a hole under a tree 
thinking they should be warm ; but in the middle of the night 
they complained of not being able to get up, and of being lialf 
frozen. 

“ 4<th. The rain c^sed at times this morning, but tlie wind 
continued. After going to the top of an island, we pulled and 
s.silcd onwards, not having a doubt of soon getting into Whale 
Sound. At noon, the passage ap(X»ait'd suspiciously small ; 
vet I could not doubt the fine large opening laid down in our 
old charts, and pnweeded until the shore made a sudden turn, 
when, to my astonishment, I saw a high black cliff stopping 
f:u-ther prt^fress. After a hearty growl, we tunied. back, and 
landed to look for a sleejring place. Not a spot could we find 
that was not wet like a sponge ; but night was closing in, and 
oWiged us to stay whwe we were. It was bitterly cold, tdl of 
us were wet through, the ground war a mere swamp, we could 
not get a fire to bum, and the frost was sharp. 

After daylight on the 6th, we taiccceded in making a 
large fire^ and spemt two hours drying our clothe and warming 
ourselves, in order to lighten the boat, no one carried more 
clothes, since leaving the cutter, than those he wore, except one 
shirt. We hastened back- towards Charles Island, passing smne 
very remarkable graders, emo of which looki'd like an enormous 
frozen rive^i coveting die whete side of a mountaio.. Many 
porHons Vers of a trauiparent blue-cdour, which, contrasted 
with the tsmafy whiteteMp jiqf and with the dark shadows 

of bare rocky ^ striking eflbct At noon, we 

passed out of dwaonod, mid fiw Charles Ishind, with a 



ocar favouar;. ^ 
mtdit tMrards i)V 

il^a^a aum, has wifi^ «idtbreedUlibwRf 
aMfaBriBj^jr more tniseraA>k fhaa thek* owmintl' .A-itf»r-~ilm$(i^a*- 
beaded spears were ^ the pw^erty they !pualag8»d^ <H>w|iti^ 
the anom-out skina thrown over their shoiddem '|%e laaftvifold 
me' a little dog for a bit )Of tiAmoo, aai afterwards waatod t(» 
have hhn again, because hm wi£e^w«Kdd not coosent to the bar- 
gain. However, I kept the dog, and they began to abnae^nast 
right earnest, tlie woman alternately crying mid scolding and 
the man af^mrently caUing on tiie wind and water to destroy 
us. His gestures were very expressive imd ammated.^ I wa* 
surprised to see so much feeling for a wretched little half-starved 
puppy, and made them happy by returning him, without ask- 
ing for the tobacco. 

“El Martian (p) (the hehnet) was certainly an excellent 
name for the promontory we passed this day. It reminded me 
vrf the ‘ Castle of Otranto." 

“ We reached a small islet, at die west point of Charles 
Bay, and passed a good night on the top «rf a bare rock. 
oftem had we dept in wet places, that a dry, though stony 
berth, was thought very comfortable. The boat's two sails, 
oars, and boat-hooh, formed o«r tent. 

“ 6th. We left the islet as soon after day-light as we could 
get breakfast, and take the required bearings and angles; went 
into Spot Cove, thence crossed to Charles Idaiid, and to the* 
narrow opening between it and the nearest land. IJlba’* 
memory can no longer be preserved here in an island, though 
it may in a p^unmila. This stnall ehonnd isnswrasr, and has a 
Strang tide setting through it. Thera is andborage dl tire way, 
though griiesally over a rocky bottom, and it is mvgtdde ftw 
snndl vessels : its average width is a ^uartt* ei it and 
kagdi about three nulis. For a twat going westownd trough 
tim Stiak, it is liw prafrraUe to tito rejpdar dhi(»nafc':3^<to old 
Fuf^gians were Indimf hete^' a.todn;pej^;i||i^ ,, 

' in -'WhaksSotit^ .if^lNauMin^ * ’ 



notibooi ta ^ bottoien^e^^oir^ Sounds X dbiould hftine 4k<»ig^ 
tlM^ joHied. After gdii^ iiu eoou^tdo see quite'IOi^the endy 
iumled dbie boftt^qn beecht rad netired': 

her lbr the dine. When a of shingle beach coidd be fqtmd, 
it was a prise; for m it we could always make a good trat» 
and have a dry bed, besides faraling the boat up easily. Tlwre 
is a greeter rise rad fall of tide here, dian at the other side of 
Charles Island, beingitot less than seven orcight feet, at springs. 
During the night, a dog stole a sniall piece of pork^ . which 
we bad resmred for our last dinner; and, until his track was 
discovered, there was no little distrust ratong our party. 

“ Whale Sound is a large and deep inlet, ending in a valley 
Iwtween mountains. On the smith side, a vessel may anchor 
in one place, at the west side of Last l^rbour; but thtsre, 
though the harbour appears large, tla: anchorage is small, and 
close to the shore. We pulled and sailed along the south shore, 
ianding occasionally to take bearings, until wc reached Choi- 
seul Bay, and in a cove, at its west side, we passed tlie night. 
'Phis is a jrlace no ship need approach : it is a large, deceiving 
bay, full of islets and patches of kelp, under which, probably, 
tliore are rocks, and between tlie islets the water is deep and 
unfit for anchorage. The temperature of the sea this day, in 
tlie middle of the sound, one foot below tlie surface, was 

Sth. Afrit nuned heavily, we retnained under such shriter 
«s we could obtain; and prepared for our return to tlic Beagle, 
by making use of the only razor we had. When the rain ceased, 
wfi loft the cove and sailed across to Port Clallant, w ith a fresh 
breeze. Tha smoke of natives' fir$;s was seen near the entrance 
of the Barbara. Chran^; and c»i Prince Island, where we 
stepped a few. the first man seen had on an old pur 

of sailw’s trosraatB, wliidh he obtained &om the Beaglw 
tied round^his legs ki six places. The wigwam these pei^ple 
were living ini^wis not half oove^: b^th wind sh4 rain piibsed 
thnxigh it How .they befv^tbe cold U surprising, being with- 
out clothes: one fite, and the next 

})^aps up tu t|» wak* get^iog nuwcles or aea-eggs. 

1 he women for., se w» cgy ,- even in the middle of winter ; 



]bii^t!h(? water i8iie*eryfi¥y,«^^ {ntxlha aft«9r* 

aiEipriri ii^ tiiaa;^h^ii^' aa^, aotin alterwards 

aimvad jbn boards and eAjoyed^ tb^ bappipesa of finding ail 
l^anda .wdtts and every thing leady ^ farther progress. Idea* 
t^tant 'Xiempe had turned, tba few homa light* each ^y 
affoaded, to the best acccount Those who have Had dte careof 
diips u) remote places, will know my feelings at findingaU as >t 
should be, after a long absence, in a country little known. Not ; 
a man bad been ill ; and dm weather had been very toiferable 
oonipmed with what was expected. There was less niow on 
the mountains than when I left Port Gallant early in“ May. 
One thing' only disappointed mes— the Adelaide had nut 
arrived. It was past the time appointed for her, but she might 
have found much more to do than was expected, or might have 
been oMiged to retutn by the Magdalen, instead of coming 
through the Barbara Channel. 

During my absence, two sealing vessels bad been at Port 
Upallaot, on their way throuj^i the Strait. From one (an Ame- 
rican), wliicb arrived on tlie 7tb of May from Staten Land, 
information was received that the Adventure had not been 
there. The Chanticleer had renunned some time, but had 
sailed for the Cape of Good Hope. The master of the Ame- 
rican had a brother staying with a boat's crew in Staten Land, 
during the whole of April, w1k> would probably have seen tlie 
Adventure, had she called. The other was Mr. Cutlm-'s ves-scl, 
the Uxmr, bound to the United States; he had been through 
a channel which leads from .the Gulf of Trinidad to Cap? 
Tamar, and spoke well of it ; but could give no drawing, n<W 
predse infonnatioD ; having passed through rapidly. 

, “ Ueutenant Kempe had beai at the surainit df the Moun- 
tain de la Cruz, and left a memorial No rare aninttls had 
been seen, nor any new binds. Small .fish wmw still cau^t with 
Itodc and line, but very few with the seme. 

. I never was fully aware of the comfort df a bedvunlfl this 

<m At the »n»wra catfinee of the thh WafiW b .Wd to R*’"®' 

nd%;i^_feWi;.^«es;wimBaer 



ii>E , . S4f ■ 

iiight ^ a? vfr(>{^t^)bittei^i^^ cimld {wvent me Iran 

sli?epiiij{;rr«<>un(.Uy for the first time dttrit>g many nights. 

9th- At one o’clock this day,» I Iteaiti an exdainaiion 
^The schcx)ner !’ und scon saw her standing across from the 
Barbara Channel witli a fair wind. Before she anchoret! in Pori 
Gallant, I went on board, and, to my joy, found lieutenants 
Skyring and Gravt's, fuul all thoir companions well, having 
thoroughly completed thework they had to perforin, without It^ss, 
oweven au accident. The thtfieulty xrf their task was increased by 
very l)ad weather ; but they succeeded in tracing and surveying 
the Magdalen Chaanel to its junction witli t}»e sc‘a, and thence 
returned by the Barbara Ciiannel to Port GalhnU ; carrying 
on a regular chain of triaitglc'*, and coi\necting tlieir work with 
points previously Ibved in the Strait ol Magalhaens. A nnilti- 
tude of sniall islands, and much l)ad weather, detained them 
longer than was exjxclocK 

While Lieutenants Skyring and Graves «assi>teil by Mr. 
Kirke, were empl<»yed surveying, Mr. Bytioe ci^liectcd gc*olO‘ 
gic.a1 aiul t»ther sjKciruens.^ 

11th. We had nearly reached tlie shortest day; tl )0 sun 
did not rise above the hills until past eleven ; it disap|xaretl 
again Ix^foro two (the land Ixang less high towards the N.W,), 
uid even in those three hours whs seldom visible. 

12tlx. finding that Lieutenant Skyring agreed with 
in tiiiukingThat the channel from Cape Tamar to the Gulf of 
i'rinidad might be surveyed by the Adelaide, in her wav n> 
Sjm Carlos de Ohiloe, I resolved to send him and Lieutenant 
Graves on that Kuwicts hoping tJmt it would lead to the disco- 
'.cry of a (msssigo into the Skyring Water, anti give vesseL 
• another way of gi-Uiiig into or t)ut of the Strait, should thick 
weather or advert winds oppose them in tlie usual channel. 

In inaki^ig this arrangement there was much to be con- 
sitlered. As I had received to oiriers from Captain King to 
employ the^Adelaide ill surveying, aftcT her ivtuni fnmi tiu^ 
Magdalen Channel ; and us I had k^eu desired to repair, with 
her, to Son CarkjNJvdn Chilt^, duri^^^ which voyage Lieutenant 
* (h'ok X\v >4 17^ ftiinl Zv}f>k 

vt)!.. I. 


a 



Skjrrin^ VB8 to be on boM(] bis >own vesadr ffste Beagle^ it 
would be incurring oonaiderable reRpoa8ilHUty» .to older a ne^ 
piece o^service to be undertaken, whi(^ might not be snceesnful; 
and wouid require oiHcers, men, a boat, pro«ision8, and stores 
ihnn the Beagle. 

“ I diddiot doubt tliat the m^isure would be approved % 
Captain King, because be had discussed the intsibility^^of such 
a plan with me, and had expiessed a wish that it diould be 
tried; but as I had not leceivcd any orders, I could nqt decidi; 
without anxiety. 

“ AiKJther, though a minor difficulty, arose frtan smu^g 
Lieutenant Sky ring in command of the Addaide, over Lieute- 
iimit Graves, her proper romniander, who had expected to take 
her to Chiltie, and was quite competent to undertake Uii.s or 
any other service in w“hich she might lie employed. Ikrth those 
officers excelled in their professional duties ; but Skyring had 
been on the western coasts of Patagonia before, and was tlie 
senior. 

“ Much to the credit of Lieutenant Graves, he removed on;- 
weight, l)y volunteering to go any where I thought prt>per to 
direct, cithei' alone or with l.ieutenant Skyring, and the ntw.'- 
sary orders were fnrthwitJi given. (See A]>pendix). Mr. Kirkr 
was again to form one of their party, as well as Mr. Itynoe, 
who exchanged temporarily with Mr. Park. The Ueagle’.s 
whalo>lx)at was also lent, with five able seanion to man her ; and 
good care was taken that nothing the ship could give should 

wanting in their outfit for a service which, at that time ot 
year, mu.st Ivj’severe and tedious. 

“ Anchors and cables, hawwars and hedges, wttre abun- 
dantly supplier!, because in warping into unknown places, or. 
anchoring hastily, many an anchor is unavowWily bniken or 
lost. 

“ The Ixiat's crew, who Iwd bqen away with the Adelaide, 
and were going in her again, were ^pj^lied with eid** chrthing 
at the f xjiense of Government, the weir and tear pf r^othf s 

having been far beyond wliat tliey ouidd make 

good- out of their ■ -.i ; , . 



WiOe 188^. WSAS ASS tSAli—ASCKSS LA CRVK. 8^ 

As AS ioBtanoe, 1 may mentioa, that a careful north coun* 
tiynum carried with him» when he left the Bea^e, two new 
pah* of'dhioes (besides those on his ftet), and three pair of new 
stodkings : but brought beck only a ragged pair of stockings 
and the remains of one shoe. The others had been fairly worn 
out^or lost) in scrambling over rocks and ascending mountains- 
“ One height ascended by Lieutenant Skyring was so steep, 
that the men were obliged to pass the instruments from one to 
anotb^t at a great risk of their own lives; and when they 
reached the summit, the wind was so strong, that a heavy 
theodolite and stand, firmly placet!, was blown over; and even 
a Kater’s compass could .scarcely bt* used. 

“ With gootl clothing and provisions, weather may W almost 
defied, and work may lie done at the less unfavourable times ; 
but without them, ill-humour and ill-health must inevitably 
appear in such a climate as this. 

“ 14fth, Sunday. I had the satisfaction of keeping this day in 
a proper manner, for the first time since we entoreci the Strait. 
So much had dejiended ujwn employing every’^ niinnte of our 
time while the weather would allow, that there had been little 
distinction of days. , 

“ 17th. The morning lieing fine, with not much wind, though 
a sharp frost, I left the ship with Mr. Murray and four men, 
and hmded in Fortescue Bay, intending to ascend the moun- 
tain ‘ De la CruJ!,' if the snow an<l ice did not prevent me. 

“ On the beach, close to the water, I suspended the moun- 
tain barometer, and let it remain half an hour liefore we liegan 
the ascent, which, from the snow lying so deep, was trouble- 
some; for at mie st^ a hard rock re<;eived one's foot, and 
at the next, perhaps, a deq) hdo amongst broken trees. Some- 
times we tuhibled bead foremost into soft snow, slightly cover- 
ing rotten tnotssy boughs and swampy ground ; and at others, 
slipped berivent die concealed trunks of trees, which, though 
much flecaytri, were hard enough to cause many a brui$t\ 
Each menrement of ocuf^arms or l^ shook down a shower of 
snow froHi ^ ttees, ttuong whidi we were forcing our way, 

“ At noqit we gained the part that is clear of wiiod, but 
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SO very steep and slipjwy was the suminit, that’ we were obliged 
to go on our hands and knees^ forcing them as deeply into the 
snow as possildcs to avoid sliding down again, The highest 
point i*^ not a isihle from Port Gallant. 

While I took atjgles with the theodolite, the seamen macfe 
a fire. It Wiis well we earned some fuel and a tiiideivbox, with 
a shwt of copper, upon which to kindle it 4 for without a fire 
we should lia^c been quite iiund)ed. Standing in one .place 
for two hours, afOT being nuieh unarmed by exertion^ /ihudo 
us more sensible of the cold. The highest spjt in but a few 
yards wide, and by barometrical measurement is feet 

above the sea. ^' The height is, in truth, small ; Imt as the 
mountain is so steep, and rises so abruptly from the sea, it 
ap |X'n rs consi derah le. 

When w e had finished our observations with the barometer 
aufl thecKlolite, we de[x>sitcd a Mernc rial, containing a list of 
the ofheeis and crews of the Hoagle ami Adelaide — an account 
/.rf the <.i])ject of their voyage, how far it had succeeded, aiul 
w'!»ere we were going — ami a (!olh‘(^tu»i of coiu 5 | ^rell-soldercd 
up in a tin case — upon the bare rock ; and tna<le ti great pile ol 
stones over it. § 

Helving again examined the barometer,* we began to 
descend ; for the sun <lisapjK’anng beluiul the dixSlant moun 
tains, warned \is that it was time to return. We Imd eiijovi d 
a magnificent vkwv on all sides, ainl were nductant to leavt‘ our 
station. In descending, we made rapid progress at first, sliding 
many yanls tog' iher d<jwui the soft snenv ; but, by the tinu 
we rmlied the \vm>dy part, it was getting dark, and having’ 
foolishly tried to return by a stridght line, of giMu.; 

round, we found steep clifls, and ravines exAered with rotten 
trees, whitb pei'jilexed us excec-dmgly* Darkness, and the 
dec^p snow, muclt iiKTcascd. out^ dilemma ; yet we txtuld noi 
resist laughing Ijeartily at the luduTaus acm}¥?» some of tlu' 
jHirtv got into : one man was Tatber^l|^f kK>king ftn* ^ 
to dest't^nd a sk?q) place, whfeii th^ slippj^ pndet 
him, iUKl doivn he went, about 

^ Or a%ali» r>i3(faiurcmcnt it rai be i 
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partly felling, but quite against his consent. What ho did by 
accident, we were obliged to do, becaus^^ there was no alter- 
native ; so away we slid, one after another, like so many sledges 
iqion Russian ice-hills, holding the instruments as we could, 
by one band, whil(» the other was employed to check or steady 
tjs. With a little more of this sort of work, and some strug- 
gling through the \vtH)d at the? lx>tto!TN we rc»iiched the sliore, 
wIkw a lK>at was waiting ft)r us, ami at about eight airived on 
l>j)ard, in a half* wet, half-frozen condition.^ 

19th, Every thing was brouglit on board, the ship un- 
imxired, ami all made ready for out departure ne\t morning. 

SOth. Sailed from Port Gallant, leaving the x\.de]iiitlo to 
rate her chronometers, juul rejoin us before leaving tlie Strait. 
In the evi ning we anchored in Klizabeth Bay, after a seven* 
day^s struggle against a stning and contrary wiiid, with muefi 
nun. 

‘‘21st. Blowing hard again this morning from the N.W., 
w hh a great deal of rain. ighed and made sail under reefed 
courses and treble reeft*!) t4)psails, but ihe uind and tide Mere 
uiv>re than a match for us, >o we stood a(T<^ss huo VVliak* 
Sound, aiul Wfirked up umler the lec^ of Garlos l>!and. iimiing 
die tide there rather in our favour. Tlic ‘ wdliwaws’ (1 know 
no lx tter name for the sudden gusts that come oif the high 
land) gave us some trouble, oecasionally laying us jdmost on 
( ur Jiearn ends. At half past two I w;>,s inducal to anda r 
under (he lee of the soutli-eist extremity of Garlos I.^land, 
ihul thought our dav^s work was repaid by a snug position close 
lo a weather-shore, besiiies having made some little progresKs; 
hut after dark the wind Ix'came more vudeut, .uul a wiliiwaw 
dretve us out Ink) deep water. We s^'t the storm sails, which, 
'vitli the weatljcr-tide, known to be then makitig strongly, I 
lioped w^iiJd take her adKaxiisiufiicicntlv to clear UuiHTt Islamf 
(lying under our lee*), uud all haud^i tlten went to the capstan 5 
hut while heavingdn tli^ cable, our bower anchor agaiti caught 
tile ground ami brou^t ua up. Wo vtvred away cable 

‘ I’hc Aur atal all our outer clotbeis, xi'fo ruateu’ 

'vuh ice, wi^lcf tluitr inner clothing wm wet through. 
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^insctly, let go anotlw^, andhor, and rode out the’ leit of the 
gale, which was extrmdy violent, withbtit driving. ^ ' 

“ The instant dur anchor craght, I knew we iiihst be on a 
ritlge, of which Lieut. Sk 3 rring had spokoi to me, lying be> 
tween Rupert and Carlips Islands^, Icrnss which the tide makes 
(Wrongly, at the rate of about three knots; Rupert Island was 
still under our le^ distant less than half airi]|»ile. ^ / '■/ 

** ^2d. Blowii^ hard and raining. At iS A.M. it 
moderated, but so strong a tide set past us, to the aoutliF, that 
we could not attempt to weij^. It differs Ih^ fi^ 'thnt w 
mid-channel by two houn^ which may much assii^ if 

she manages so as iP take eight hours tide in lier fevtJwjff . ; > 

“ At eleven ivh uiSmooped, and got ready for moving' at 
the turn of tide.* At one we weighed and made trail wid^ a 
moderate wind from N.W., and by kaping close to C^los 
Island, and making short boards, we had a weothcr*tide, while 
in the fairway of the Strait the stream was running to the S.E. 
We anchored in Bachelor’s Bay (or Vork K(xuls), choosing 
an outside berth in order to have more room to weigh again 
and work with the morning tide. It blew hard in the night, hul. 
we imle sec-urely, although the tide ran at least three knots 
where we were. 

“ S3d. We started and worked to the westward, and at 
nine were abreast of Borja Bay; but by trying for too much, 
nearly lost all tliat w’e had gained, for in standing across from 
the bay, hoping to weather Cape Quod, the flood tide took us 
so strongly, that it cost three hours close w'orking to get to an 
anchor evm in Borja Bay. We had rain and dett continually 
through the day, and it blew hard at night^^llA as p^ty of 
chain was out, the topsails and courses were , W and 
the top-gailant masts on ditek, we were ready for anythi^. 

“ 24th. Heavy squalls, with almost constant rain, preii?e#ed 
oar moving westwai^ and similar wristher' continued through- 
out the day, beconring worse at ni^t^ . Had we had j^lenty of 
'pfovirions I sbmdd not have tiiin^ this delay, hecausewc 
mi^t liavc rehioined nt anclior till it was over ; bdl so much 
• Oil up b€«t l»ower^ it mikcs 
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liad becsn said about the difficulty sometimes found in working 
through the Strait, that it concerned us greatly not to lose a 
chance of making progress* During this night the squalls were 
very heavy* The holding ground must have been excellent, for 
williwaws drove the ship .from one side to the other as if she 
had been a chip upon the water. 

i26th* Weighed this morning, weathered Ca))e Quod, and 
V? westward, the weather having cleared and become 
very fine* The part where most tide is felt wm then past. 
Cape Quod projects so far south that the Strait is there ex- 
tmnely narrow, and tliough very deep, has a strong tide. 

3Ttb. At daylight we found ourselyes to wdndward of 
Marian’s Cove. Looking eastward upon the land about Cape 
Quod, it has a Very bleak and rugged appearance. The almost 
perennial west winds prevent vegetation from growing on the 
heiglus ex{X)sed to tlieir action. Ht nccj tlic desolate look of the 
vvc'stcrn shoit^s of Tier ra ilel Fuegt>. We saw^ a sail beyond 
Capo Notch, and, just before we miH)red, close to tlie shore in 
lUilf'jHirt Cove, vra made her out to be the Adelaide. 

•• 28th A bad morning, snowy and blowing, but the wind 
being imKlerate between the squalls, I went in a whale boat to 
exjuninc the Gulf of Xaultegua, and pulled along the south 
slu)re towaixls Cape Monday. Having gained stimc distaiux' to 
wiiuiyvard, while the snow was so thick it was impossible to’ 
see the shore, wc made sail across the Strait, and liit tlie place 
v/itliin a cable’s length. When the snow ceased falling, wc saw 
it huge space of water iK'fore us, the land opiKxdte lieing at 
least five inilcs distant. Wc sailed towards a strange looking 
islet iu the of the gulf, very similar to the t>ld moul- 

dcring of the fabled Sphinx, but the snow Ixcoming 

again almost jnccssant, only allowing us to see our way at 
mtemlsj^while the wind was too strong for even a clo^o roofed 
Jiail, we kiided, and hauled thfr.bcmt up oo an island. I was in 
hojKis of %ding an opening which would lead me to the Sky- 
nng Water; and my b^t’acrew, being almost as eager as I 
was, cared little for the wind or snow* This night we made a 
larger t^t lunial^ with a toj)-gallant studding sail, and 
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the coiisetjueiue was, we were extreiirH?ly cold, a;^ there was a 
isharp frost, and the snow was lying every where very fleep. 
Next night wo were wiser, and reduc/ed o\jr tent to the smallest 
dimensions, 

29tli. Kai ly in the morning we resumed our seaivh. I had a 
cluDnornetor witli mo, hut as we never saw the sun, nor even a 
star, I should have hwn as well without it. We pulled and 
Siuiod fowar(is the northernmost corner first, hut found no 
of)ening, and went theiure to the eastward, witli a strong and 
favourahle hiteze. i\issing Stilhhojje l*oint I felt sure of 
finding a ) massages (dr Ik fore me wen^ the tops of mountains 
set n fVijni the Otway Water. I was, liowevor, deceived, the 
gulf emkd in two bights, or inlets, uncomiiedcHl with other 
waiers : so \vc u turned to StilUhojio Point and hauled uy> the 
l>oat 'rite jiigiit passed vi ry well, in a snug pla(‘e among 
tret s, although the snow was falling thickly. Karly next morn- 
ing wo left the shotv, liaving employed a fpiarter of an hour i!i 
<jearirjg the srunv out of our boat. "When we started, it snowed 
fast hot without w ind, and 've sUwed hv compass for the Sphinx. 

I sketched what I couhl six* of the south side of this gulf, but 
did not consider it worth delaying Itaigerjin sucli weather, for 
so im;mj>oi'fant a j>lace, while iuixious that the ifeigie shouiJI 
reach (’hiJ(>e Wore Ijer provisions were oxpeiukxl, anil that I 
should tall in \vith tlw* Adelaide Infore leaving the Strait. 
If ever a minute survey is made of this gulf, it shoulil be 
after all others have been examiianl, as it is uttcTly usi‘lcs.s. 
’Vhe temperature of the water within it xve found to be 
\^‘Avy. \N e\ant\et\ on \\nvVj 

miles since the morning, and thence we sailed acmsstW Straii, 
reachcii His Majesty’s little vesstd, and fouiul that the Adelaidi 
ha<l nbt yet passed by. All IcKikcd cold arid wintry, every tiring 
lieing f‘ov(fred with snow ; and our sails were hard frozen, for 
the first time. 

^SJuly 1st. Aftcrl^ating loosetbe sail»,weRt<.xxloiitin the ship 
to niivt lh<! Adehiide, winch was seen coming towards us. I went 
(m iKiufij, and found every one well. They t<K>, in attemj»iing 
toaochfer ikland, had,* like ouriielvcft, l>eeu driven 
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out : wc? compared cbronoineters, and supplied her with a few' 
things not thought of liefore (keeping under all sail nieanwhile 
to })rofit by an easterly wind); and tlie Beagle’s offjctTs lent the 
Adelaide their own stove. 

In the afterncKm, we parted company ; the Adelaide sUhkI 
towards Upright Bay, and anchored at dusk, while we steerwl 
out of the Strait, witli a freshening breeze from the east, which 
increased much as we made westing. At midnight, we were in 
the Pacific, and all our anxiety about weeks of l)eaiiag to wind- 
ward upon short allow^uure of provisions, vanished iis {|uickly 
as the huul astern. The glai=;s falling, with tlie wind in theS.K. 
quarter, ibretukl utiusiially bad weather; we therefore shortened 
sail by degree's, niaking all secure. 

2d, At <ix o’clock in the morning, it was blowing a gale 
of wind, with «n much s<'a, tluit it was necessary to steer right 
Ivfore it, — or heave-to, — which with a fair wind was n(?t pre- 
ferable ; and we ft>uiui the vessel setui exlrtiuely well, imder 
close reefed fore and main topsails, and double reefed fun>,ail. 
Our quarter boats caustxl anxiety, ior the tlavits were hnv*. aiu! 
at every lurch the IxMits were risked, Frequently they tUpywd 
in the si'a, and s<anelinu's were half filled ; but they hung fust 
fid by a momcait’s iiegifx't of the storage, a sea hniko over 
the wliale-lKiitf, ami carried her away. Tile other, Uing ivinch 
snuiller and Mrcatger, held on well, though frequently unvier 
vwiteK Towards midnight the gale broke; by the next morning 
the weatiicr was more inoderatc; ami from that tinu? it conti- 
nued lino, until our arrival at Chiickx 

On the .ith, at daylight, we saw land at a groat distance, 
which afterwurd.s provetl to l>e the Island of Guafo, and in t!u’ 
afu'rnoon the south end of Chiloe wUvS stem 

On the 8th, we wei’e working towanls thi’i Port of San 
(’arlos, iK'ing ofl* Point Huapihicuy, and next day {9ti)) 
anchored in the port of San Carlos, whicit seemed to lx* well 
sheltered by a country, the appei^raocc of which was very agree- 
able when contrasted with that of Tkrradel Fuego. 

The town nenrinded me of a Corftish village. I thought, 
iroin their appeamnee and colour, that the houses were built 
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of stone, and roofed with slate ; but afterwards found they were 
. df wood, from their foundations, to the tops of their roofs. 
Except a few cleared spaces, the island is entirely covered with 
ti^s, even on the highest hills. The Captain of the Port" 
(?m Englishman) buiu’deil us as we neared the anchorage, and 
was very obliging in his offers. Prom him I learnt that the 
Adventure had not yet arrived, nor even been heard of oil tlie 
coast. We andiored under the leti of Bareacura Heights, in a 
good berth, and mcxired ship. I went on shore immediaUdy, and 
l>aid my rc'SfH^cts to the Governor, Don Jose Santiago Alduuate, 
a brigadier-general in the Chilian Service, whose kind manner, 
and friendly oifers of every assistance he could render us, were 
very gratifying. From the master of a merchant ship, lately 
arrive<U I was sur[)rised and cx>nceme<l to learn, that the Adven- 
ture hail not reached \'alpiraiso before the time of his sailing 
thence (90th of June),* 

llcfitdng the Beagle, ^repairing and building Ixxits, occu- 
pi^ il most of the officers, and oil the crew, while Mr. Stokes and 
I wvrx* engaged in the work of the survey, during our stay in 
the Fort of San Carlos. Our ship required caulking, which, 
in m rainy a climate, wa« difficult to accomplish. So continually 
wet was tlie %vealher, that had we not dried our sails, anci un- 
Ix ijt during three fine diiys whicli we had(r) on our 

iu-rivai, they would not have Ijeen dry during our stay.’' 

t 

• Tbo A^ivenUjre arrivivtl on the -P. P. K. 

CrJ Pox miia^ro {iniracaletisly); the inhaUiUmtfc toUl mo, — It. P. 



CHAPTER XV. 


Extracts frcjm the JnnrTials of Lieutenants Skyring and Craves — Mag- 
dalen Channel — Keats Sound — Mount Sarniiento — Barrow Head 
- — Cockburn Channel «— Prevalence of south-west winds — Melville 
Bound — Ascent of Mount Skyring — Memorial — Cockbum and 
Barbara Channels—- Mass of Islets and Rocks — Hewelt Bay — 
Cypress trees useful — Adelaide rejoins Beagle in Port Gallant — Captain 
King’s luMTative resumed — Plan of future proceedings — Adcdaide 
arrives at Childc — Abstiact of Lieutenant Skyring’s account of her 
proceedings— Smyth Channel — Mount Burney — * Ancon sin Salida’ — 
Natives— Kirke Narrows — Guia Narrows — Peculiar tides— Tndiaws in 
plunk canoes — to Childe. 

The extracts from Captain Fitz Roy's, first jourmil being 
fiided, I shaH now give some passages (mm tito jounials of 
f Jeuteiiauts Skyring and Graves, while cniploytHl in the Ade- 
laide, exploring and surveying the Magdalen and Harlxira 
Clmimels. 

The rt^ader vv ill jx nicinber, that tlie Adelaide parted tnmijmny 
with the Heagle, at the euirance of the Magdalen Channel, on 
the lOtli of April ; and stetred to tlie southward under tiie 
tlireetion of LieutciiJint Skyring. 
lieutenant Graves says: — 

'File eiist and west shores of the Magdalen CImnnel run 
n<arly ]>ara]lel to eitch other : but the east side is bmken by 
a large oj>cning, natned Keats Sound, which runs into the land 
for eight miles, and appears very like a cbamiel.f s ) 

At the S. W . luigie of the Magdalen Channel stanils Mount 
Sanniento : the most conspicuous, and the most splendid obj<?ct 
in these i^egions. Rising abruptly from the sea, to a height of 
about 7^000 feet, it temiinato in two sharp peaks, wluch seeiti 
absolutely in the sky : so lofty docs the mountain apix^ar, when 
you are close to its base. 

4 

^ Csj I do uot tkiak thi^ there a«y opouiug at the btMtom of Keats 
which lies at the base of a chain of anow*covereiI mountains, whose 
southern dido I have closely traced. — R. F. 
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V I “ Two tJjmls of the hei^U coweted with wk»w 4 and twfj 
iaiiatioous glacici*s da^nd into the d^ blue^watcra (tf the 
: When the sun shines^ it is « m^t briUmnt alid^ 

' hi'aghifi^t sight. 

“ ld^iy day.s were almost lost to us, in consequence of heavy 
^ ^es^ aecompauied by toiTcnits of rain; but we profited by 
Intervals of fine weather to move from covc^ to cove.“ " 

On the 5th of May, while working out of Stormy Bay, 
we grounded, and renifuned fixed upon a roctk, several |)<>urs, 
but were lifted off again bv the nett fide,, withenit having;au! 5 ^ 
tained material injury. 

‘‘ To vessels navigating this channel, I should strongly re- 
commend giving a preference? to the soutli shore, where there 
are many openings, and I have no doubt g(x>d aneltorages, 
which, as our time wa.s liuiited, and the weather very tenijK>s- 
tucKis, we had not an up|K)rtunity of examining. If any such 
c;xisl they would have a decided advantage over those on the 
nofifii shore, from lieitig generally to windward, and therefore 
easy to leave, as »t 11 as more sts'ure. King and Fitz B,ov 
Lsbiuis, lying hi mid-channel, between Stonny and Park Bhvk, 
are of Iwld apimoadi, as are also the Kirke li<x'k.s, which lie 
further to the S.W. 

“.One ntoitiiog, living auxioits to obtain a more stcuiv 
situation- fur the ve.ssel» we' starl-d in scwch of a letter Iwi iii, 
intending, if possible, to ncaeh a Iwy on the other shore, n 
Barrow Mead, apparently affording good anchorage ; but rdU r 
beating about, from mne? until four o’clock, without Ining 
abU* to rca^ it, the breeze freshening, and sea increasing, we 
bore up, add agfun anchored under the lee, of the sanie iskutui. 
S.W. winds prevail in these part.s througlinut the year; in 
confiraiatkm of which, liciiidea tl«* exjieiieow weottrselves h)iv(‘ 
tdl the treiK which atahd ex]ifsaid, are b(Spt|h 8i> opjwisitr 
side erf all the: Ituid p|>dJ to that 
ppittl, noft bjdy doidf y czaBtttcfii^ farther 

■ wastor’s Nt il'# ,«*fser,,' dnU * " 

redw' rfihow to. within hlglFw^^ 






^Maylltlr. We rctekiii^ at ^telitastfMnentionecl ai^hora^ii^ 
Lieutenant was exiunining a cluster of ,i8lah<i», 

ite^e the latitude and 

longitildei atid as it Wasvtliic day> indeed the only 

one s^oai^teri^g this t^innel in whitli we bad a fair pmptH'- 
tion.of;sutifhine, it was taken aclvautage of to dry and air alt 
our ckithas and Ijedding, and clean otit the vessel thoroughly. 

“ The nest ahelM>rage we took, was in a cove just large 
emtugh tohddttes^i^^ at the c)»trant«of Dyneley Soriiul, 
tm the^horth'ahdrei In troiBang over, vie had a fine view of 
Mount Satitdento t aigl io(>kihg to seaward, from the bill over 
tliis cove, theTussac, tnid die Fury Rock.s, at the entrance of 
Melville Sftund, which are iuuch ntsortwl to by seelets, were 
clairly distlnguishabte 

“ During our stay here, until iMay IStli, the neighbouring 
roast Wits exanuned, whenever the Wfathcr }H;rnutted. Wc 
also e.ooinmnicaUxl with sw-veral canws full of Indians, Ijnt 
gnitKxl no additional infornuition resjXHting the habits of the 
natives,, 

“ The next .start cwrietl us tbrougli the ifdands of Melville 
Sound, to an anchorage in a small cove, at tlic N.E. end of the 
liu'gest of the Magiil Isdands, upon yrhich is Mount Skyring- 
Having reserved to aw^d to the offered stt oom- 

manding a view, and wail, to centtndljr rituatod) « c rentained 
for fluU |Mtrp«^*^,;^W;yi^th«,;Ii)r'^^!-day8, was very un- 

fivixirable, there was any 

ro<isi>nable pri»{iect t^ tshiaiping a viear front the summit ; wlien 
'Lieut«^)ant 'a.'raost labdrioiiii'ex- 

ctirsion, and ^ waa nearly flNatt-bitten in ascending tlw 

mountain ; ■ r<!etonp«in«^ tM-:troul^: 

and ildficulty they jii^.«qpiie^ ’ ‘ 

4'kutenant Sicyri^l^ya • ■ 

Wp gained tlie sn^mH tdier M^vdiiog. 

During^rfie -last;: was 

the insttriimuTiti) {nnn ’fertnatjo reioarl^ 

able, although, I W^, tllrifi 

the lulls araui^. • hut thb,’iad0- 
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£»ndEiation cannot t>e traced bfltf ibe height ; above is an im* 
nbmae heap of ma«ee« of vuck^ itve^gularljr and Vronderfuily 
thrown together, many huge fragments overhangtng, with 
appamitly very little holdL This station was the most com- 
manding we had chosen during the survey^ and ansamed well 
for the object we desired ; which being attained, w^ returned 
on board, and I rejoiced w hen all were 'safe, for It waa neither 
an easy, nor a pleasant enterprise.*” 

A document, of which tlie following is a copy, was ^closed 
in a bottle and a strong outer case, and left at the sutnmit of 
the mountain. 

(Copy.) 

This Meauorial was left by the officers of H.M- Schooner 
Adelaide, ‘ while employed on a survey of the Magdalen, 
Cockburn, and Barbara Channels ; and any person finding it 
is reejuested to leave the original document, and build the 
pile, under winch it is placed, at least six feet higher, 
i? Signed this 16th day of May 185i9, by 

W. G. Skynng, Lieut and surveyor of 
Thomas Gravt^ of H.M. Schooner Adelaide, 

James Kirke, Midtshipoian li.M.S. lleaglo. 

Alex. IVIillar, Master atalst. H.M.S. Adelaide. 


Bciy. Bynoe, Assist, mrgmu II.M.S. Beagle. 
Jno. Park, Assist. .$ur|f«on U3LS. Advenltire. 


God save the King. ^ 

In the (Cockburn ('hannel,^ the flood-tide sets to seaward ; 


^ In the old Dutch charts, a vraa laid down near the plarr. 

and nearly in the direction of the Cockburn Channel, and named ‘ Jelois- 
seltr but until mtae written authority can he produced to pn>ve that this 
paajiage was explored, or, at the least, diacover^ by the person who ^avc 
ibe name of ^ Jelooaek' to v>nc of tho almoet innumerable open ingit in 
Ticrradel Fuego, it does not appear that the inlet an called h»» any 
claim to oar con^' deration^ greater than that of the upn>exieting Sun 
Bebaatian Channel,— or a nuiober of other imkginafy passagi^ which 
mnat have been laid down, upon attppoefiloii only, in many ibid charts. 

TTie firet peiaon khowii to have paaaed throtigh the fJbekbom Channel 
was the mate of the Prints of Baxe Oobmirgi who went In a boat («ec 
page 66)/ f ft by Mr* WiUliMm l4C^, ameter of the 

Meixury, and bm ^«|mu 5 ha. en u^icd by aeveral veastda* 
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but it iraj» not found to be of consequence to a vessel m working 
tliroogbi The rise and fall is not more tlian six, or at most, 
eight feet, at spring-tides. 

^ May 82d* We quitted this anchorage; and having worked 
to die westward^ through the Adelaide Passage, took up a lierth 
in a small bay, two miles and a half to the northward, wJiere 
we remained during the night, and next inoniing ; then, after 
examining the nei^hliourihg coast siifficientlv to carry on our 
triangulation, proceeded to an anchorage on the north side of 
ByiMie Island. From the summit of this plac‘e an extensive 
view was obtained of the islands in Melville Sound, as well as 
of the entrance to the Cockburn and Barbara Channels. Such 
a complicated mass of islands and nx^ks, I never Ixtbre saw; to 
lay them all down correc;tly would occupy a long time. Suffi- 
cient, however, has been done to take the navigator through 
this labyrinth ; but I am well aware, t!ut very much is still 
wanting to complete the survey. 

Fury and North Ilarlnnirs, of which the former Ixx’ame 
more particularly known to us from the Prince of Saxe t-obourg 
having lieen wrecked there in December were laid down 

from an eye-sketch only ; but the jieaks of the ishuid, and its 
extremes, were fixed by triangulation.* 

Melville Sound k forme<l by the islands which se])arate 
th<* C(x;kburn from the Barbara Channels. Generally s}x*aking, 
they, a.s well as the coasts in the immediate neighixiurhotxl 
v/hich are exposed tp seaward, present a most barren an<I des^>- 
late appearance. ^ 

Until the 26tfa of May, we were much occupied mqpng 
the surroundiiq; islands ; but time being short, we t<K>k advan- 
tage of a southerly wind to run up the Barbara Clianncl, and 
soon reached m ancliorage in Hewett Bay. While securing the 
vesi^el, a camx!, containing only a man, woman, and child, and 
three dogs, was cmning round tlie south point of the bay. 
As they seemed very utnwilling to pay us a visut, remaining at a 
distance, and vbciferaUi^ as usual, ‘ Ho-«ay,’ ‘ IJo-aay J' Mr. 
Bynoe and 1 communicated with them in the dinghy ; but 
• 6linc© ittrveyed by Caph Pita Roy in the Beagle, 
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they bad not an a r tide worth Imrtmng for, smai 
left thorn, Miul returned on Imrd, It vfm 5tiis}x»cted their com-^ 
j)anions were in»t far off', and indeed, the day aftervl^ieutenj^t 
Skyring sin ernl canoes ; but the moment he was diseoyeml, 
they wore lx\‘K))etl, and the men, taking to the woods, ke|)t at a 
distance. 

‘‘ On (he ^^e U‘ft Hewett Bay, and, after throrfding the 
neotilo through a multitude of island.^, isleft, and small rocks, 
for more than three miles, reached an anchorage iti a small cove, 
at the ma th entrtuice of Brown Bay, wIutc we were detained, 
atul eo!iiint*d to thevesH*!, liy heav y gal(*s, and stormy weather^ 
until JuneJid; when, having a fine day, we reached a s}K>t 
{nuirked in liie chart as North anchorage) snfliciently 
for a small vessel ; luit viot to lx* ncovnuuMHled to any other. 

‘‘ Betwc^ai ilewett Bay, and the alH>Ye andiorage, there are 
severul r<K*ks, among patches of kelp, wliich, as they only show 
themselves at half ebl>, or near low watvT, render the navigation 
rather intricate. A go^xl ronxiin in these* chajuiels is, •• Avoid 
kelp, am! you avoid dangw.' Forty-three days Inul passed 
since we left Port Famine; ami in this iaU^rval, 1 find wo had 
nine fav/)urahle days, twelve partially favf)urablc, some hours 
of which we c’ouJd en}|)loy in the work alx>iit which we were 
eng/iged, and the remaining twentY-three were days of rain and 
wind, far (/»o ufifavourable to Mn \e our pur})ose in the least. 

Jane 4do While turning to windward, we, tor t!ic iirst 
time, frit the iriflucnco of the tide, which, from (he chanm r 
uarroHiug. licgins to Ik* sensible : lierc it was sufficiently strong 
to pi-fHent our gaining ground in }>eating to windward, although 
%vith a gtxxl working bre^rxe; we therefore ran into a bay on 
the west side, and midirpri^h The country arountl had ratht r 
a ph?amrtg a[ij>€?arancv*, tJm shores being pariklly covert d win* 
the evcrgrwm, and deciduoua-leaved ba(!ch, aiui a ftnv stunted 
cy|>ress* trees. Tliese la«l are scrvicealde for boat-liook spars 
or Imts' tnants ; and, when setisciiied^ worh up very smootf|i\s 
and wearwi^U: the 
ther nortlmiird iu thicyStriu^ cxc€|rt;^ te 
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** With a leading ivind, the next morning, we readied the 
M>uth naiTowBof the Barbara Channel, through which we were 
carried by a strong tide, and anchored in Bedford Bay. 

Het^, as well as throughout the Barbara channel, tine 
flood tide sets to the southward. We obtained at tliis place 
angles which connected our triangiilation w'ith points fixed by 
Captain King during the previous year, and finished our exa- 
mination of these channels within a very few days of the lime 
allotted* 

<< On the 8th of June we attempted to pass through the 
Shag Narrows, but not saving the tide, were obliged to anchor 
for the night in Field Bay, which is small and much exjxised 
to southerly winds; the Imnk also is very abrupt, and the water 
is deep close to the shore. 

On the 9th we succeeded in clearing the Narrows, and 
reached Port Gallant early in the afternoon, where we ivjoiuc^tl 
the Beagle.^ 

Having given these brief extracts from Journals kept on 
board the Beagle and Adelaide, daring the time occupied by 
the Adventure about Cape Horn, or on her way to Childt?, I 
will resume my own narrative* 

As it was my intention to remain at this port * until the 
Beagle and Adelaide were equipped, the Adventure was made 
snug, and, by way of relaxation, such of the officers as could 
be spared from tlie duties of the ship, resKUnl in turns at the 
t >wn, whore also tlie ship’s company had frequently pennissioa 
to amuse themselves* 

The Hoxsley schooner arrived from Valparaiso and brought 
me letters from the Admiralty, acquiescing in my request to 
return to England direct, instead of proceeding by way of New 
.%nth Wales and the Cape of Good Hope, as was originally 
intemled. I therefore detemiincd to return to Valparaiso as 
soon as our consorts bad takes thdr departure, proceed thence 
to Peat Famine, where w;e were to be joined by the Adelaide, 
and afterwards repair to Bio de Janeiro to await the Beagle’s 
arrival, when we dioiild sail far £n]|^aiid* 

• Bmi Carlot, id Chikie* 

vot* I. 
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On the 30th of September tn^ anxi^y £ar tbe Adt^iide vae 
relieved by her appearance, mid by finding eH on'boiird lwv u) 
good health. She hati giMie up the coast by the <b«n»^4h^ 
communicate with the Strait of Magalhaens at Beaufort Bay, 
passing inside of Hanover Island and Madrc deiDka; and 
Liait. Skyriug gave me aveiy interesting acconnt of their 
discoveries, of which the following is an abstract. 

It will rememlieml that the Beagle ^t the Adelaide 
at anchor under Ca[)e Upright. While there the wind fresh- 
ened up from the tot ward, ami threw a swdl into the bay, 
which reiidemi the anchorage very unsafe, as the schooner's 
stem was in the foam of the sea that broke on the rocky shore 
dose to her. Much anxiety ivas felt for thdr safety, but tlie 
anciiors iield well. As srxm as the wieatlier permittt'd tiiey 
sailed, entered Beaufort Bay, and steered towaxd.s a deepoj>eii, 
ing to the eastward of Ciipe Phillip, into which they rau witli 
a steady S.E. wind, and found an anchomge on the west side 
in Deep Harbour. 

On the 5th of July Lieut. Sky ring and Mr. Kirke wen 
aWmt in a whalelxiat, exploring a dertp ojicning eastward of 
Cape Tamar, which they found to terminate in two soimds, 
named by them Icy Sound and Glader Bay ; the fimt from 
its being covered with a aheet of ice, and the latter Injin its 
being full of large masses which bad Ixien detached from an 
extensive glader occupying the liottom of the bay. 'J'hc exa- 
mination of this opening was made in search of a chauiu i, 
through which, vessels had entered the Strait, and the schoont’ 
was to proceed to Iter rendezvous. The result proval tliat ifu 
Adelaide was already in the channel diey woe looking f>i 
therefore they returned on board, and proceeded (7th) to d'' 
northward. In pasdug Mount a stimig tide wax ohan va!, 
the certain inthcatiun of a chamiei ; for, as has ba-n Ikmou 
remarkal, within fioumls the tide has no poceptible stnatu, 
To gain a liettcr knoadeJge *>f "Aeir twgt th<^ anchored ral ly 
in ©oocTs Bey ; Ure Stouras irf tte ehaamd, fww» ‘he '’iter- 
ae^iki of points, gnd intemnliott hinnda, bei^ 
flMMis Idfttfc Gfllvw StRdd f pl« trftbe hay, w » ^ 
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IJeut. Skyring, and his assistant,* coinpletiHl tite mrvty of the 
cntfanee to the passage, whicli was named Smyth Channel, as a 
CDmidimeotto Copt. W» H. Smyth* R. N., under whom, while 
surveying the Me^terranean, both Lieuts. Skyring and Graves 
bad served- 

The best channel they found to tlie eastward of Renouard 
Island, and the Adelaide took that course, Init stoppl'd a night 
in a small cove on the eastern side of the island, and in passing 
Shoal Island next day struck on a rock ; she was got off howr 
ever without injury, and anchore<l afterWIirds, for a night, on 
the north side of the Island of the Narrows. 

The two following days (10th and 11th) were s})ent in 
examining tlie coast, and exploring Clap]x*rtoii Inlet, which 
had the ^>pearancc of being a channel. From the hills at tlie 
bott4>m Lieut. Skyring noticed a considerable tract of low laiul 
and plain, extending to the northward- On the 12th, 

l)eing Sunday, they remaint.'d quiet, and on the l;lth the wea- 
ther was so calm tliat they only reachetl Uarlx>ur, on the 
oast side ; and the next day Oake Bay. Thence crossing the 
channel in a wbalelx)at they exploral some distance along that 
shore; and on the 16th ancliored in Otter Bay. This slow 
progress was unavoidable, owing to the calm state of the wea- 
ther, «md to the survey bring princi|>aUy, if not entirely, carricil 
on in boats. 

On the 16th the schooner was towed onwards, and passing 
iver on extensive shoal flat of three fathoms, it^ached the Sum- 
iner islands, where die might Imvc stopped, but, as the tide 
was still favourable, she proceeded to an anclu>rag(‘ under 
Long Island, the most northern in the Elson group. 

I'he eastern diore of the channel was there very diflcreiit in 
character from what they. had so long been accustomed to, 
bring nearly level ; and, extending^ for souk* distmice off every 
low point, there was shoal water. 

For scmia days a lofty mountain, covered with snow, had 
been in sight; wfaidi, by angular measurement, prov^ Jto 

Kirkie,, 
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be 5,800 feet in height. It was named Mount Buiney, in 
compliment to the admiral. * 

On the 17th the Adelaide reached Fortune Bay, situat^ at 
the east extreme of a headland, on each side pf whicli is a chan- 
nel, leading, apparently, towards Cape Isabel. The nortlieru 
seemed to be the principal one, and therefore was followed next 
day (18th) as far as Welcome Bay. 

Continuing the siu’vey onwards they reached Victqry Pas- 
sage, which they entered, thinking they were in the mouth of 
tJic ‘ Ancon sin Sah’dI,’ as laid down from Sanniento's journal 
by Admiral Burney. The weather, however, became so bad, 
that they were obliged to take shelter in Island Bay, and the 
next day the wind setting in from the eastward, they gave 
up, fur a time, their search for the * Ancon sin salida,' and 
proceeded by Smyth Channel, as far as Hamper Bay, where 
they were again detained by bad weather. Here a few' rock* fish 
wore caught, but at no other time during this cruis*.^ were the 
fishermen suca^ssful, although the channel was so filled by 
jxirpoises and seals, that it is probably well sttx.*ktHl with fish at 
the proper st:ason : and tliere are many places where the soiiu^ 
might be shot. Pnx*eeding slowly on the 25th, the Adelaid<i 
struck xm a rock, and remained fast for a few houns, but as 
the tide rose slie swung ofl' without damage. Ujxwi examining 
Rocky Bay they found it a complete lied of nxjks; yet, bad as it 
was, the Adelaide was obliged to remain there five days, owing 
to the tempestuous state of the weatlier. On the SOth tliey 
reached the north end of Smyth Channel, and anchored in 
Narrow (.’reek. 

On the 31st Lieut. Skyring went to a remarkable hill, 
which he called Mount Trafalgai*, but thought it might have 
been tlie * Monte Trigo’* of Sarmiento, so much did its appear- 
ance remind him of a corn slack. The day was most favour- 
able: a round of angles, find an extensive view down Lord 
Nelson’s Strait, were obtained from the stiranut,^^ T remained 
m an island all night, sbeltmd by the boat, next monung 
went to two poinffs^ ca]l€d by Sarmiento ‘ and 

• A heap, or slacks! com. ■ 
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aJ Otieste,' (west and more west,) returning to the Adelaide in 
the evening. 

The following morning was fine, and the Adelaide moved 
out of Smyth Channel, the survey of which was completed very 
satisfactorily, although their progress was slow, owing to con- 
stant northerly winds. 

By towing the Adelaide during tedious calms, they reached 
Montaj^e Bay in the evening, and next day anchored in 
Relief Harbour, on the S.W. side of V^an^jouvef Island. 

As it was evident that the ^ Ancon sin salida’ was Avithin 
Piazzi and Ceres Islands, up the west coasts of which they had 
passed, Lieut. Skyring left the sdiooner mot)red in Relief 
Harbour, and proc!eeded, on the 4tli August, to tlie southward, 
in a whale-boat with Mr. Kirke; but he took no more than a 
week's provisions, that time lieing all lie could devote to this 
exploration. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th, Lieutenant Sky ring employed in 
pulling or sailing to the southward and eastward, through 
winding and intricate passages; although strong winds and 
much heavy rain annoyed him, and impeded his progress. 

On the 7th the weather wan much more favourable than it 
had lately been. Tlie boat pulled and wiiled to tlie southward, 
and at noon l4ieu tenant Skyring ascended a heiglit/'^ liaving 
on eacli side of it a deep opening, but he was disappointed in 
the view; and, after taking bearings, pulled round the adja- 
co!it bights, one of w^hich wm exactly opposite Artist Bay, in 
Smyth Chiuinel, AJ)d so neiw it that tlie two waters Avere only 
sqiarated by a few hundred yards ;t the otlier,! eastAvard of the 
height, Avas large, and closed at the Ixittom by very low lands. 
It Avus directly supjxised to be the ^ Ancon sin Salida;'§ but 
Sarmiento‘’s des(^.ription, and the chart compiled by Burney, 

* No doubt the Moutit Oracion of Sarmiento, p. 144,— F.P.K. * * * § 

t This place 18 described in Shrmientd’s journal, p* 144.— P.P.K. 

t Ensenada dft^ Ori^ieti of Siirmieato.—PJ\K. 

§ rtib l)ay Sariiuento as an * Ancon ein ealida/ 

p. 143 ; but it it evidently not the one that bears that iianie on the chart. 
-P.P.K. 
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were insufficient to enable theitt to deei<Je with wy 6f 

certainty. After looking round this bay, they cortiintied to 
the eastward, and passed a point beyond which there waa ap{>a* 
rently a wide channel; having run about six miles down it 
without discovering any tennination, tliey hauled thdr up 
on the Ix^ach for the night. 

On the 8th, two camies were noticed on the vresfc shore* 
but seeing strangers the natives, apparently much frightened, 
all lundtd, except an old man ; and taking with them what 
they most valued, hid themselves among the brush-wood, leav- 
ing their can(x?s fastened to the sea- weed. By some Fuegian 
words of invitation, the men were, however, induml to approach 
and traffic, receiving for their otter skins whatever could bt? 
sjMiretl. In ajijx^arance and manner tliese Indians were exactly 
similar to the Fuegians ; and by their ciUloeg only, Whidi wert' 
built of pUuiks, could they be distinguished as belonging to 
another tribe. 

After leaving the natives, the lx>at pa-saed Ciripe Earnest, 
and Lieutenant Skyring observed a wide channel leading nortli 
and then N.N.W. ;* also, another opening to the eastward, 
llie wind being easterly, he ran some distance to the north- 
ward, to gain more knowledge of the first inlet ; niul having 
gtme ten or twelve miles from Cape Earnest, and observing 
the o|Kning for eight miles lieyond to lx? as wide as wliere they 
then w'erc, hecondudcKl it to be a channel, or dse adtH?pvSound 
tenninated by low land, for there was evidently a dirision in 

♦ Here is certainly the Aneoa eia salida of Barmieftto, W'hose journal 
describes the inlet »» tenaiaatiug in a cove to» the north* p. 1 tSJ. TIk 
monntain of Ailo Nuevo cannot be misiuken; indeed the whole of thu 
i» so w ell describe 3 by the sitcieat inariner, that we have little 
euJty in detenniniog the gretUer pumhet of places he visited. In all 
we have, of course, preserved bis names. The chart coiti}dkd by Admiral 
Buniey js a remarkable instance of the cam idiiolir that author tnok in 
amnging it* and l/ow ifl||ttNt>ioiislf «ei<I oor Jiwrfly^ ditplayi^ hi^ 

judgment; U is also tt pifurf dial favniii^ Sprmoaui, 

;w^al coffcet 

tfiy :iiariaiioit of the Barney Co . 

V0y9ff0‘, p. 3h| urid Siftnteirto, p. 
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the moontams^ such as to justify this Mief. Returning, they 
entiBir^ the smaller opening to the eastward, and w^ere almost 
assured of being a channel; for when they were Ix-tween 
the points, many porpoises and seiils were observed, and a tide 
was found setting westward, at the rate of two knots. At dark, 
they hauled their boat on the l)each of an excellent bay, at tlie 
north side of the narrow reach, and secuml her for the night. 

On the 9th, shortly after daylight, they set out in a N.E. 
(lirattion to ascertain the truth of their supp<)sition; andlxfore 
noon knew, beyond a doubt, that they wei*c correct in their 
l)elicf, being in the naiTows of a channel iKdbre unknown, that 
had eluded Sarmiento's notice. These narrows, which Lieu- 
tenant Skyring felt assured would lead to a large ojxMiing, were 
iipw'ards of three inih:^ in length, and generally ttl)out onothird 
of a mile in breadth. A strong tide took the Ix^at through ; 
and at the N.E. extremity, where the narrows were retlui‘ed to 
four hundred yards in width, the water, althougli a neap-tide, 
rushed at the rate of four knots, forming whirling eddies, w lijch 
were can?fully avoided by Lieutenant Skyring. At spring-tide, 
(ho strength of these rapids would probably not be less than 
seven knots. 

Having passed through them, a clear channel was stx?n, 
upwards of two miles wide, nmning to the N.b. E. for, at k^st, 
eiglit miles, and then turning directly eastward, InHwoen mixle- 
rately high lamb Anotlier cliannel, nearly a mile and a lialf 
wide, trended to the S.E. for two or threi? miles, and then 
also turned to the eastward. Here they stop^x'd. IJcutenauit 
Skyring regretted ^treniely not lK*ing able to prosecute tbe 
disrovery, and have one more view from the ei^stero point of 
the N.E. channel; but as only one day's provisions remained, 
it would have been imprud^ to. delay his return. It wa« evi- 
dent, tliat they had passed throu|^ tlx? range of the Cordil- 
leras,^ for to the eastward tilie country appeareil totally difler- 
ent, the hipest yii not^’being above seven hundred feet. 
The op^mg to the mm thought to eoixuiiumcato with the 
waters' latoly dltoovei^ Fits Jftoy^ The latitude 
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wai. obtained on Point Return ) md in the afternoon, reliw* 
tantly but anxioudj^, they retraced their way, lupi passed tluA 
night at their former quarters, in Whale-boat 

On the 10th, at daylight, they proceeded on their returm 
■ The wind was fair until they reached Cape Eamestji whei it 
drew right against than; and they had the unpl^isant {Hospect 
of a tedious pull to the schooner, with very little provision. 

The 11th was a thomughly wet day, and the wind was so 
strong from the northward, with a very heavy sm running, 
that it was impossible to proceed. 

On the 12th, they left the bay soon after daylight, and hav- 
ing puHetl along shore a few miles, crossed Union Sound, and 
gaintKl the Narrows of San Benito, the wind being still fresh 
from the northward ; them» they continued pulling until they 
hauled up, after dark, in a bay, opposite Point Benito, and 
waited till the morning of the 13th, when with a fresh S.W. 
wind tl>ey made good progress, which was of the more conse- 
quence, as tljeir provisions were cxj)ended, although they had 
eked them out wiUi corvorants and muscles. At last, the sight of 
the Adelaide rejoiced (hem, and they stxj* afterwwrds reached 
her. Their appearance was a relief to all who were on IxHud, 
as they were Ijecoining very anxious, and Lieut. (Jraves was 
yweparing to send the other whale-boat in search of them. 
During their alxncnce lie had made the necessary astronomical 
olfetTvations, and finished the examination of those shores adja- 
cent to the hariwurs. 

From the IStli t<^ the I7th, tlie schooner was detaint'd i>y 
bad wetither, and the following day only succeeded in reselling 
Esca]^ie Bay, in San Bstevan Cliaone), which was found to 1 k' 
a good and well-sheltered anchorage, although small. 

f)n the I9th, after angles had lieen taken on each «de of the 
Channel, the Adelaide got under weigh, and ttacfed up the 
Channel. At noon she passed the mount wh&ii they suppsed 
to be Sannii'utoV Monte Trigc^ and soon aliy| tMiBing Espe* 
iwnM Island, they sough^t ft# some wM# to lecog- 

nise |lte ^ftl^iiiin of die Fox (* Miwte cfe la Zon*'). In ‘he 
fiart'tdf a ihty 
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MlilkiBl, and noticed a harbour opposite, in which they anchored. 

had such trouble in getting to the northward, that this 
day's run, #iitigh only eighteen mil^, was a cause of much 
satirfactioK' 

On the SOth, at daylight, the boats were employed around 
the> andunage^ and at. nine o'clock the vessel was underweigh, 
and wwking to the iwrthward, although it rained hard then, 
as weU as throughout the whole day, after beating until the 
evening, she anchored on the west shore. 

Ccaistant rain fell through the whole night, and during the 
91st; it was therefore im^Xissible to make any progress to the 
northward. 

On the 22d the Adelaide Aveighed, and the weather being 
calm, was towed during the whide foremwn. At noon a south- 
erly wind sprung up, and by the evening she was in the Guia 
Narrows (of Sarmiento). They tried for anchorage in Unfit 
Hay, conceiving it to be Sarmieuto’s Port Odiavario; but 
none being found, tlw vessel was towed into a rove, and securely 
moored.. 

Next day the boats surveyed the Guia Narrows. Although 
long, they did not appear hazardous to pa.ss, for the tides are 
not very rapid. The ebb tide runs to the northward, hut at 
the south entrance of the San E.stevan Channel, the ebb .sets to 
the southward ; which difference in direction, vvithin so short 
a di.st.anro, is extraordinary, and difficult to account for without 
1 nowing more of the coast. Certainly there is a nieeting of 
tides between the two entrances; probably, all tbe land wt'st- 
ward of San Estevan is a collection of large islands, and water 
flows into this chanmd, ftum the Pacific, Uirough many open- 
ings, which n»y be the cause tliU peculiarity. 

9)!th. With light breezes fr«n the eastward, the schooner 
weighed andjsto^ through the l!^am>ws ; passed Point San 
Juan, and oontinued along tbe eastern shore of Cmioepckm 
Strait to Guard ]^y, yrlie|ite.6lie,was moored. 

'95tb. Raiii^ weather un^ near noon, when the boatsAterc 

employed. . :v .'. . '-i 
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R boat a'^'head the ivlmle day* She anchored In a »inaU 
bightt formed by Chance Islands, dx>ot seven mil^ from Gtimd 
Iky. .. ■ ■ . -■ . r.\ 

•The 27th was rainy, but the Ixiats went to dilFexent pwik 
and angles were takeii before the schooner wdghed aiid worked 
northward. At noon she catne to an ai^ehor in a small bay, 
iMHthwatxl of tile Hot;ico de Caiman. Cmistant rain during 
the remainder of the day. 

On tlte 28t!i it rainetl too incessantly the whole morning, to 
allow the party to work, even in boats; and the day was passed 
in laying <lowii former observations. 

29th. Aftei* angles had been taken near the anchorhge, the 
schooner was moved, and wtirked xdong the coast. A strong wind 
fnmi the N.W., with a Inavy sesi, brouglit the vessel under 
close-reefed sails, and obliged her to anchor in Walkor Bay. 

On the 80th, the Adekide anchoi^ in Molyneux Sound. 
To give a clearer idea of the delays ex}x*rienee<i in making 
progress to tlie northward through tliese intricate channels, 1 
shall now extract part of Lieutenant Skyring's Journal, in his 
own words : 

♦•Slfit. Wind N.N.W. with a heavy swell in the Strait; the 
boats at daylight went north ami south of the andiortige, and 
angles were obtained. At nine, ^•e^uly for starting; but the 
‘weather was too unfavourable, and conlumed so until the Ith 
of September, when, at seven o'clock in the morning, w(‘ 
weighed. At nine, sqaally---<>l>liged to doublcyreef; but tht 
tide serving, we gained a few miles to windward, and at one, 
F.M., sttxxi among u mass of islands on the west side, and 
lucjored in Tom's Bay, steafiyiiig the vessel with the stream 
anchor. In the afternoon the survey was continued, and from 
tlie heights a view was obtained of the Gull* of Trinidad, and 
of several points observed last year. Another detentiou ot two 
ikya, owing to bad w eather. 

** Ttli. Cloudy; daylighb 

iwn^«. At eight, wath Alek «Miwy wither j but, 

bcwjg on** imtler we,-iffr»ioed ””” 

cotsp^M. It «K«(aiiWy »M working 
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thvough ; but the wind uvxleratcd, ami our :attieinpt succeeded. 
No anchorage being found by the boats on the north side of 
the narrows, we made for the weather-shore of the gulf, and 
andtored early in Windward Bay^ In the afternoon, angles 
were takai on Middle Island, and east and west of the anchor- 
age. The time of our departure drawing near, it became 
doubly necessary to work constantly, that we mi^t join this 
survey with that of last year, in tlie Beagle. 

“ 8th. Weighed at daylight ; wind light from N.W. ; but, 
falling calm* boats Were detached for continuing the angles, and 
the latitude was observed on Re*! Beak Hocks. At five o’clock, 
we gained mt anchorage, close to the eastward of the Ancon 
del MorrOj oh the S.E. side of Division Isde, in a bay which 
answered our purpose, although it was rather a t»ntined place. 
Some angles were taken on Point Candelaria, preparatory to 
continuing our course next morning. 

“ 9th. At daylight weighwl and stood over to tlifr nortliern 
s!iore,and at eleven, anchored inNeeshani Bay, in eleven fathoms. 
Boats employed in the afternoon, on the snr%’ey. While at 
anchor, two canm-s, wntaining together tliirty-two Indians, 
came alongside ; they were chiefly men, a finer raev of |KK)ple, 
k'tter formeil, and belter fe«uured than the F\icgians, and much 
less noisy. Their ixiuoes were made of planks, tiic longi?st up- 
wards of twenty-three feet in length: they appearetl excovxliiigly 
buoyant, and pulled quickly. 

“ 10th. At daylight, we sailed out of the'-bay, with a 
light breew from the eastwani ; at seven, tlie wind increased, 
and a heavy sea rose in the gulf. It was my intentiun to get an 
anchorage under Mount Corso ; but, as that was now a leeward 
coast, with a heavy sea setting upon the shore, it would have 
l)een improper to attempt seeking for one. If it had answerwl 
our purpose, vre might have gone to Port Henry, and, indee<i, 
this was the only safe coiurse we could lutve pursued, if our 
object iuul'beai to renudn in the gulf; but no time was left 
to wait for ftkvouralde weather ; th^fore I chose in preference 
to leave the gulf, and take advantage of the fair wind to gain 
an oiling, the time our return being bo near. 



WSS FROM TRINIDAD OUI^F TO CH1Lc5e. Sept 

<< We left the giilf two days before I had expected to have 
done so ; but we all rejoiced at our departure. No crew could 
have performed tlieir duty more willingly than the Adelaide's ; 
but such leiigtliened fatigue as they had undergcme, was miffi- 
cient to make any men feel happy at the ptospect dTa tespiie. 

« It wasS a pleasing reflection to JLieutenaut GlRVes lUid 
myself, that the orders liad been fully executed ; that the coast 
we had passed was throughout well connected;, and that this 
service was itineluded wiUiout any illness or accident among 
the crew, without any damage to the vessel, without - any loss 
of boats, or even the slightest misfortune.’^ 

During the Adelaide^ |mssage to Cbilde, IJeutenant Skyring 
and his companion were assidiiously employed in tramferring 
their observatkms to jiaper, notwithstanding the violent motion 
of their little vessel, during ten days of rough weather. 



CHAPTER XVr. 


probable impartttttce — Valdivia fouiul^ seven eities; after- 
wards destroyed by the Indian!) — Migration of Spanish settlers — Pro* 
Vince and Islands of Childe — Districts and population — Government — 
Defence — W ind« — Town — Durability of \vw»den buildings — Culti- 
vation<^Want of induslry*— Improvement — Dress — Habits of lower 
claaWMi— 'Morality — Schools — Language — Produce — Manufactures — 
Exports and Smporla— “Varieties of wood — Alcrao— “Roods — Piraguas 
Ploughs — Corn —Potatoes — Cootrihotions — Birds— SUeU-bsh — Medi- 
cal practitioners — Remedtea — Climate. 

As the Island of Chiloe was formerly shrouded frtan notice^ 
by the policy of its masta*, iIm? King: Spain, and therefore 

little known to the world ; I have comddered it not irrelevant 
to the narration of the voya^^ to introduce a short account of 
its present state, particularly as since the trade of ‘the whole 
coast has been ojieiied, a new era lias dawned upon this interest- 
ing island; and although it has been, as yet, the least frequented 
of the South American States, I think the time is not far distant, 
when it will become an im|>ortant jwirt of the CluHaii territory. 

After the foiindntion of the city of Penco, or Concejicion, by 
Don Pedro de Valdivia, in the year 1550, he passed on towanls 
the sovUh in search of TOnvenieut situations for other cities; and 
crossing tlie river Bio Bio, which separates Ccmv^jiclon fn>m 
the lerritory of the Araucanion Indians, successively founded 
Iinjierial, Valdivia, Villa Hica, Angol, Cahete, and Osomo; 
the last being effected in llie year 1558. T'he necesaary distri- 
bution of the S}ianijdi forces, to protect so many iJoinla, made 
them comparatively defenceleaa, in a country inhalnted by a 
large popuiatioti irf Indians, who contemplatetl the h<istile 
occupation of their native land, by the invading aitny, with a 
deep dissatisfaction They had ibr some time endured, with 
»uU«i patience, thtydbe of tlie Spaniards; but at last, incensed 
by the servility and bc^da^e to whidb they were leduced, and, 
probably, by no mnall pt^ion iD-tieatiiient ; the whde popu- 
ation rose rimnltaiiMW^^ waged a most destnictive and 
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harassing war against tlie Spaniards, in which the tibove>-mei}k 
tioned cities were jUI destroyed, and the greater number of their 
inhabitants put to death. 

The destruction of the city of Osomo caused the province 
of Chiloe, or, at It'ast, dte adjacent districts of Calbuoo ami 
Carelnmpu, to be occupieti. This town, being more distant 
from the seat of war, where the main laniy of the Indian army 
was actively employed, was enabled to liold out for some time ; 
but, at last, cut off from assistance, prevented from emn- 
rounicating mth friends, and utterly destitute of suppUes, the 
inhabitants retired to the fiat, or citadel ; which tl^ main* 
tainetl, until compelled, by absolute want of provisions, to 
al>andon their position, and proceed to the south, with a ticw 
of establishing themselves in Carelniapu aitd Cidbuco ; where 
they hoped to be safe from attack. 

Tln^ir retreat was atteniUil by mueli suffering ; many diivl 
from fatigue, and many were cut off by the Indians, who Itovcred 
about tltem and niurdereil all who fell into their hands.* Ai 
last they reached their destination, and estaldiab^ theinseives 
hist at CarelinapH, which l.s on tlie maitt-land, tm the imrth vide 
of the l|ofa de Childe, opfiosite to San Carlos; and afterwards 
at Caibuco, on att island at the entrance to tlm Gulf of Ileloii- 
cavi. The latter pumtion by its insularity, was effectually pro- 
tivtMl against any attack from Indian tribes, wImi, for many 
years, continually harassed the inhabitants of Carelmajiu. 

At what date tins jouniey was iiwde does not appear; taw io 
h certain that tlwse pLices were occupied before the foundation 
of tilt dty of CaatTO, in 15<i6, by the Licentiate Lope Gan ia 
de Castro, in jiursuance of an ordtw from the Viceroy of Peru, 
Marshal Don Martin Ruiz deGambuo.f 
The idand of Chiloe, frwa its situationt i# a place of a>n- 
syendik importance, and may be termed the rtf die Pacihe. 

• A very fuH sad detailed aecooftt of thfe joanwy la by AgU' ">.s, 

to hi* • HfMitry of t»ie Preytiura of ClillOa,’ m well a* '»> '!»' 

^*catoa«acUw of: tov- Piwltoe ■ 0»a,:h3f'f^ Cora<.vt., 

, t- ' 
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It is tiie northernmost of t)ia{ vsst urchipel^^, which boixiers 
tbs coast from latitude 48^ south to Cape Horn, 

The province of Childe, one of the eight divisions of the 
Chilian Republic, includes several islands, and extends on 
the main^land, os far as the south bank of the River MaulHn;* 
which takes in the districts of Carelmapu and Calbiao* Its 
southern extent is not defined ; but as the existence of Chilian 
auUiority is not known, to the scnathw^urd of the Cbonos Archi- 
{)elago, certainly not farther south than the land of Tres 
Monies, the parallel of 47** may be coiisider«?d its southern 
limit* The wuntry thence, to the Strait of Magalhaeus, is 
known by the appellation of Western Patagonia. 

Besides the Isla Grande, as Chikfe is calUxl, the following 
islands are inhabiUnl : — Achao, or Quinchai), I^muy, Quehuy, 
Chelin, Linliri, Llignviu, Quenac, Meuiin, Caguacl\ or Cahua- 
cln% Alao, Apiao, Chaiilinec, all in front of (.'astro; the Chau- 
goes Islands, opposite to TeiKwm ; Calbuco, Llaichua, Q\iei»u, 
Talx>r, Abtao, (^hiduapi (on which is xiit* fort) ; Huar in the 
iiuigbbtntrh^ud, ami district of Calbuco; and, to the St»uth, 
'1 aiujui, to wducb may be added Caylin, which is also calkxl 
El lin do la Cristumdad.+ 

Of the above, next to Ur? Isia Grande, the princij^al are 
yuiiu hao anti Lemwy, both of which are very |x>pulous, and 

• Ai^Urros ileseiihes its boundary thii« It »hualctl 

41® .Wnnd 44®; from Point lO Quilau. On the nortU 

it is woundi^d by tim territoriea of the Indian tribes Juncoa and liaaccs, 
whlcii exu^nd to Valdivia; mi Urn N*E. by llnao of the axu'u?ftt Inii 
dvAtroyed city Oaorao ; on the south by the archipeiaj^o of (tiiaheeas 
and Guuianeon, and others which extcml to the Strait of Msfalbatn^i ; 
on i)\Q esat by the Cordillera; mii on the wT^t by llie (AgtleriiS, 
p.bl.) 

t Whentke Yntoi^dente, or govtriRHr of ihe prorinee, visited Castro 
b'r the {>uvpo»e of takief % aeoioa of tlio fopolatitm, a fatody of Indimw 
waitt'd upon him to ivoder ao sccoui^ot Aelr property ; who, upon laying 
whence they came, ivpHiilib Del do la Crktiandad. • * The name 
b< iug new to the Vntendenie, it Wm rntpiaioed to bim that they behmged 

(btylin, which was Hhiri by the abov^i name, Wesose 

t lore existed no Obriiltaai 0$^^ or to ooitihward of, 

ibftt island. ^ 
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afanost entirely cultivated. The other itdands are fioudl, «nd^ 
very close to each other ; but separated by navigable ^lanuMdSf 
which o^r many dangers to the frail vessels in vrhidi ihe 
idanders move about. 

The province is divided into ten districts, or Paitidoe, as 
follows ; — . , 

1. San Carlo.<i, containing the ncurthcra coast of the island, 
as far as Cbacao. 

S. Cliacao. The N.E. part of the island. 

8. Carelniapu and Maullin. 

4. Calbiicu. 

5. Daicolme, extending from Ciiacao to Tenoun 

6. Queuac. 

7. Quinchuo. 

8. Ca-stra 

9. Is-’inuy. 

10. Clroncfii, which extend.s from Castro to the south ex- 
tremity of the island. 

By Ute census of 18^, tlie popuktum of the^rge island, 
aitd those in its neighbourhood would appear lo be, coni- 
jaratively, very considenibie ; the number of souls being 
48,181 :* particularly as the greater portion of tlie interior, aiul 
much of the sea-coast, are quite uninbaldted. The population 
of he district of San Carlos is confined principally to the town ; 
tm Ix'tween it and Chocao, there arc very few inhabitants. At 
Ch icao there are only about two hundred bouses, and Thdcalnii' 
is 1 1 1 thinly occupied; but Castiu, Quinchao, and Letauy, are 
ver ^ pt^ukius. These three districts are the most fertile and 
proc^ictive port of the island, particularly fiw seven or eiglit 
mil round Castro. The {Mminsuin cfipiMite to that town, wliicii 
is < ;t}fely cleared, would obundoutly repay its ctdtivator.s, 
wm^ industry nuwe coranMm omimg dtem. 

ChO<ie is govmted by on ‘ Vntendtentiv’ ^ dMl governor, 
wlto exacts obedieore to the <xmadtO#eMa4r^l^^ to *riJ as 
to tot orders the exocurivt ^ 

proved. -fc ' *1***^^ 

;iii3'to«r» wa«»SM^7 -toiltitolt Irtilt 
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4)y the people, at the rate of oive deputy for 7,500 souls ; hut 
whatever the number may l>e, short of 90,00t), twelve deputies 
aro to be elected. The duration of the assembly is Iriennial, and 
its business is to superintend the civil regulatit>Ds of the pro* 
vince. 

Under the Yntenciente t^eh province has u local governor, 
whose principal duties are to maintain order, preside in the 
nuumi|>al meetings, sc^ their regulations carried into execution, 
iind olx^y the orders of the Yntendente of the province. Whilst 
wo were at Childe, the duties of Ynlondente, and inililary com- 
UKUulant, were {K'rfurmed by one person, 1Vrigadier-gcncr:il 
Don dose Santiago Aldunato ; but, his resignatii>n, the 
offices were separated : the military comnuindunt ictaining the 
charge of the treasury. The duties ol the military cViief, are to 
dispose of the troops under hi^i coinmaiul, as h»' sti s occasion, 
so as to ensure the quietness, ami sulvordination of the provincx?, 
for w hich he is respomibie ; and to render the Vntendenie such 
jssisrance iw he may rw|uire; but, for all ordinary pnq>e-»st‘s, 
the Militia, j|rho are under thi' imimdiatccontml of the Ynteu** 
dt rUe, an* emjdoyed. For the administration of the law there 
is a Judge (Jue;? de letras), who irit^ all civil as wtll crimuiai 
actions. Tlic province sends two deputies to the dnlian con- 
ss, one from San Carlos, ami the other from Ca.stro. At the 
)egiiH<ing of the year 1839, the Militia nwounted to unm- than 
soven thousand mei, and the rt'gulfir trcxjps to tlmv hundred 
and tliirty, which was quite sufiicient for the proviiur. 

'fhe p>rt of San Carlm h capiible of Iwdng wt U defended, 
aihl, during the time of the Sjianiards, was in a gtKKl stale of 
ilefence. 'rhe. eritranoe was prutecteti by a Ixittery on the high- 
land of th(* f .'orona, tm<l by tlie castle of Agu \\ which t dW t ually 
commiuKk it* Farther in, on tlte same of tlieport, w>h 
small, hut weU-placed, buttery of Bareactira ; cltjse 

under which is the anchoragtv On tlte town side there are 
several batteries; but^ towait^^ the Pudeto it ts wca];, although 
c’apalilc of Imtig F<wt San Carkia, which, 

lor scane years past, has aa a eentetery, was mil- 

^vected OK to poskion^ a manner verv 
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creditable to the engineer. Jt was sdjTOuilde^ a de^ ai4 
wide ditch; and under it lay two small batteries: one, 
Antonio, comnianding the passage between the small island of 
Cochinos, and the Main ; and the other ^tanking the anchorage 
off the town. At the Mole were two guns, and opposite to it^ 
under the governor's hou8e> was the bi^tei^,, Cann^, 
mounting twelve or fourteen guns. In the town, in a convenient 
situation, there were excellent barracks, capable of containing 
more than one thousand men. 

The original establishment was at the Sandy Point, on the 
western side of the port, where the situation is better sheltered, 
and, perliaps, equally capable of b(?iiig well defended. It is, 
also, on the windward side of the harbour, and close to the 
safest anchorage which the port affords ; but the inconvenience 
of water-carriage w^as found to be so great, that the cstablisli- 
ment w^as removed to its present vsite. A still better situation 
might have been selected opposite to Sandy Point, at Leche 
Agua ; where the anchorage is perfectly safe, and tlie commu- 
nication with Castro could be more advantageously made. 

Northerly and westerly winds prevail, and the town is exposed 
to all tlieir fury, whicli, at times, is extreme. The anchorage 
nearc'st to it, for the stike of convenience, and expedition in 
loading and unloading cargot;s, is often taken up, but is very 
unsafe, many vessels having been lost there, from the bottom 
being shoal, and nx*ky ; and the swell, during a northerly gale, 
is so short and deep, that anchors will not hold. 

The town is built on two rising grounds, and in the valley 
that separates them ; through which a rivulet runs into the 


bay, at a mole which affords sufficient protection to the l>oats 
and piraguas freciuepting the port. The houses, which are all 
of wood, are genermly small, and have but little comfort The 
plasta, or square, without which no town in Chile of the least 
im[X)rtance is to be found, is situated on a flat piece of gtound 
at the summit of the southern hill, cuid 
vfew. It h about one hundr^ and eighty 
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house, and opposite to it is the chiirch, also built of stone. 
On the side next the sea is the Yntendente’s residence, alow 
range of wooden buildings, erected without regard to taste, 
convenience, or comfort ; and opposite to this are two or 
three dwellings, very little superior to common liuts, or 
ranchos. 

Within the last few years, however, some substantial build- 
ings have been erected by the more wealthy jx^)ple in the town, 
an example which is lihely to be followed. During our visit, 
several were built e<iually creditabk* for strength and con- 
venience; and not a little remarkable for tffe rapidity, with 
Avhich they were completed. 

AVood, being abundant, and cheap, as w(‘U as easily worked, 
is tlie only material used in the construction of houses, which, 
with the exception of the provision-store, and the churcli, are 
all built of it ; and notwithstanding the porisluible nature of 
the material, which is not }>rotected by paint, or any externai 
coating, frotn the hittnidit y of the climate, tlwy arc of extraordi- 
nary durability. The tn asury, one of the oldest houses m the 
place, Itas been built upwards of seventy years ; and is oven now 
tigiit, and dry, and by no means imserviceablo: but its removal 
has Ixxn ordeixxl, and, probably ere this, it has Ikou r(‘place<l 
l^y MUijtber. In Chiictio, w here, in former days, tlie Yntendento 
resided, the greater number of the government-buildings, not 
ier^s than sixty or seventy yearvS old, are still standing. Tiiis 
(Inability can only lx? accounted for by the nature of the Wxxxl, 
auil the practice of charring the ends of the timb(?rs before they 
are inserted in the groiuul. The h»wer frame is of * Robles'^ (/) 
the Ivmns are of laui^el, and tiie floors and [mrtitions, as well 
as the weatbar^boardirig .and shingles, of ‘ Alerse*/ the latter 
forms an excellent substitute for tiles, or slate, Ix^ing much 
and almost aa durable. Some of the houses are thatched 
reeds; but tltis shift k only used by tlmse who cannot 
^irtord the expense of idiingling. 

I he inclosures, round the houses, arc fenced with stakes of 

<0 A kind of beech, foucA every where on these shores. Tlie lUersl 
wounui^r of Hobltv i» F, - 
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Luma^ throe or lour yards in length, fastenetl above and Wow 
to croKss-rails, by ligatures of creeping plants, of which there is 
an abund«'ince in the wtK)ds close to the town : the general name 
for them is Binjue. 

The land in the vicinity of San Carlos, which is a peninsula, 
is cleared of timber, and partially cultivated. In the valley, 
througli which the rivulet runs into the soa near the mole, 
there are a few attempts at gardens ; but the extent to which 
the inhabitants cultivate, seems to be confined to a rood of 
jK)tatoes and wlieat, whicli, with a litter of pigs, and an inex* 
haustible store oST shell-fish on the coast, are tlu? principal sup- 
jxirt of tlieir fimilies. It is not .siir})ri.sing, when so little personal 
trouble is necessary to provide subsistence, tiiat the Chilotes(?i) 
sliould not be an industrious race, llyron, in bis narrative of 
the loss of the Wager, has given a most excellent and cornx't, 
accountof the inhuliitants of this islajid; which, excepting for 
tiiose about San (.'arlos aiul Castro, may well hei’ve at tlic pre- 
sent time. In the town, trade, a free communication with other 
parts of South Aim rica, and (he residence of several Eumpeans, 
have intnKluc'od ajiproaches towards refinement; and lH^si<ieh tlm 
articles of luxury tliat occasionally make their apptxaraiKXs 
such as chairs and tables, crockerv-ware, and similar domestic 
comforts; shoes and stcK'kings are now\. on feast days, in com- 
mon use among the females; although in many instances one 
can easily observv, that the nearer is at:tuated by vanity, rather 
than l)y any comfx>rt or pltvisure she derives, from a confine- 
ment to wliicli her fix?t have not lKx?n accustomed.* This is one 
t>f the steps towanis civilization, which tlie Chilote peasantry 
ace making, and among the higher classe.s ^el ultimo modo^ 
(the latf-st fiushion), is not less tlie theme of conversation than 
it is in other parts of (he Republic. 

In style of dress, among the upper ranks, the men are more 
advanced tlimi the women, many liaviiig been in other countries. 

(n) Nativi^ of ChM6f*. — R. F* 

• AgUf-ros « both men and women g-o generally with the tin’' 
and 'leg uaeovered ; with the exception oC the principal families; but even 
thojia do pit AgUeros, p; 108 *) ‘ 





DUESS— HAJDlTS^MmtALSv 


277 


They have given up the use of the ncho, and in this parti- 
cular, they say they aix‘ before the gV ^ary at Concepcion, who 
wear it on all occasions : and probably are quite right, for, witli 
respect to comfort, there is much to arhvnre in the poncho, as, 
of all cloaks, it is the most generally cotivenient, and the l)est 
adapted for protei'ting the person, especially on hors(‘l)iu.‘k, 
where it is indispensable ; its use, liowever, offers the wearer 
such an opportunity to neglect the other part of his dress, 
which it effectually conceals, that sometimes, beneath the pm- 
cho, the b(Kly is very ill-clothe<h 

'fhe dress of men in the lower orders, consists of a pair of 
trowsers, and a shirt, over vvliich is thrown the all-concealing 
poncho. The women are as slightly clad ; but instead of a pon- 
c})6, they wear a rcbt>zo, or shawl, whiclu however, is very often 
disj)ensed with, and their perstms are U ft t^x> nua.h i :vp)se(!. 

These lower classes, or Indians, as they, with »nueh reason, 
are terniixl, are sc’arcely superior to the uneivili/eti savages 
of the southern coasts: and live principally u})on sheD-flsh, witft 
what little they are enabled to procure bc'^ides by the sale of 
a tew pigs, or poultry, which they rear on the scanty store of 
polatoc'S and wheat, that remains after tlu ir \\v\v t'n>{> comes to 
n)»aturity . One roof shelters a whole family, l^'ather and nsother, 
sons and daughtei^., dogs and pigs, all live and sleo]) in their 
only room, in the middle of which, a fire is made; HhrT)ce the 
smoke escapes by numerous apertures in the roof ami sirles of 
the dwelling. 

As ?o their morals, within the precincts of tlu ir habitations, 
I have reason to believe they have not mucli to boast of, 
although they are descrilKxl, by Agiieros and other writers, as 
most innocent, and well^rondiicled. Agiieros s]>t\aks highly of 
their character ; and cites Padre Ovalle, who, writing up»n 
I -hiloe^ between the years lb29 and 11)36, says : The natives 
ot tltese islands are the most docile and noble (dociles y nobles) 
ol all Chile, and are the lea.st giveii to drunkenness, and other 
vices; therefore they arc l>est disposed to be edified by the 
ligkt of the Gospel;' 

Since the province became *subjei*t to the Chilian llepublic. 
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the government has made several attempts to improve the eon- 
dition of the inhabitants; among which, the instruction of public 
schools, was not tlie least important. From an official report 
there apjDear to he ninety schools, in which 8,84i0 children 
ret^eive an education, according to the abilities of the masters, 
who are employed ; but these, from the small salary attached 
to the situation, cannot be expcc‘ted to be sujM^rior. 

TJie Jangiiage in common use, is Spanish ; the original 
Indian tongue being almost forgotten : but it is supposed to 
Ix' the same as that spoken by the Indians of Madre de Dios ; 
for, on a late txr ision, a whaler which liad been ujx>n the coast 
of those islands, and had taken on Ixxird an Indian, as a pilot, 
called at Castro; and during her visit, the Indian comm uni- 
catet! with those who understood the language of tlie (phonos*, 
and hy them was tolerably well unrlerstood. This Indian has 
been frequently embarked on lx)aixl American or Englislj 
sealers, wdiich fretjuent those coasts, to serve as a pilot to the 
scYil- rookeries/^ Tie is know n by the name of Dan. 

The produels of the island, for the year 1828, according to 
the census, and returns, officially made, were — 

. . <i4/J35 fanc'ga.s ( Ija lbs. in faiio^a) about 200,000 UusIk N. 

IJarlcv.. . 

Potatot‘» 194,S05. 

and the muster of stock, and apple-trees, as follows : — 

Homed caflle 5,4 11 head. 

Shcicp HG,oH0 

8winc 21,045 

Applo 75|75t 

The nianufiiciurc?s of tin province are Carro, a coarse woolleu 
cloth, two and a half, or three yards long, and ibnx* quarter- 
of a yard w ide, used fur men s garments, and of very durabb 
quality. 

Ponchos — both these and the carro are manufactured l>> 
women, in a nule sort of loom, of woed dyed of various coluin > 
from ))lunts tfiat are found in the iislafid, or imported foi tlu 

* 0 eaillei alw'Eys by tliv 
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purpose. Of the latter indigo is much used, and it is the general 
“ csolour for the ground-work of the ponchos. 

Frezadas, bordillas, sabanillas, mantillas do laiia, blankets 
or rather counterpanes of different textures, are also among the 
manufactures : none of the alK)ve are exported, l)eing made 
merely for their own use. 

Cables, hawsers, and rope, they make of a plant, called Quili- 
neja, which is supposed to Ik* the r(x>t of a sjxxies of CalUrcm. 

No wine or spirit is made in the province, but Chicha (a 
very good cyder) is inauufact\ired from apples. The only other 
fruit prcnluced is the ‘ Frutilla,*’ a kind of strawberry. 

The exports must very nearly amount to t])c value of foreign 
imports, w^hioli consist principally of sugar, w ine, brandy, salt, 
wearing appcuel, and household furniture. The impirt duty on 
Fiim)}K;an and North American jnxxluce is twenty-seven jK?r 
cent. ; from which, however, some articles, such as arms and 
niiinitkmsof war, instruments of music, and other things of less 
importance, are exempt. Spirits of all kinds, foreign wines, 
tobacco, tea, and cards, are monopolized by the government, 
iind sold at an immense profit. The unauthorized sale of t})ese 
goods is declared illegal, and is piinisbalde by a heavy fine, and 
scxjuestration of go<wls. 

^flie exports, during the year 1828, consisted of wcxhI in 
beams, planks, and lx)ards; hams, wheat, a small (piantity of 
dried tish, fiix'-woixl, and broom.s,* to the amount of 52,320 
doiiars, of which 35,683 dollars were for winid, and 10,887 for 
wiieat. These articles w’ere ex[)orted in sixuxm vessels under 
i^ational, and eight under foreign flags. The exjKwts are said 
to bo increasing very much. In the year 1791, AgiUros des* 
cribes the exports of alerae planks (tablones) to i.ima, to Iw 
l)etwix}n fifty and sixty thousand in number ; and s<X!ie years 
previous to have lxH>n in a mu<‘h greater quantity- Tfie nuTnlx r 
of alerse lx)ards exported, during the last year, wjis 328,928, 
but of planks only 3,629, 

'rhe island, and neighbouring |xirt of the main land, produtx' 

Potatoes are not mentioned in the refwrt. yet they must liave been 
»">c}»orte(l iu cotistdet^bie 
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a great abutidaiu'e, as well as variety > of wood fit for expecta- 
tion, as well as home consumption. The following is a list of 
the principal trees, with their qualities, and the use to which 
they are most adapted. 

Avellana {^Qimdra fieterophytld)^ a hand^me tree, in aj)* 
pearancL’ like the ash of Europe, of a light wood, w^iic^i shrinks 
very nurch when dry, tuid may he used with advantage for 
oars, being light, strong, and ^pringy, as well as for planking 
small wssils below the water, and fie the ceiling within ; it is 
brul for firew ood, being too light. The seed is a nut, alx>ut the 
si/e oi'a eii ny, the korncj of which is roasted and eaten. The 
tree aljoumls at ( 'oucepcion, and in the country to the south, 
and grows on the IViiinsula t>f Lacuy. 

lloble (fVitjus ohliquoy Mirb.), a large tree; and, from the 
durable quality of its limber, considered the best in the island, 
lor groujul-franu's of houses, planks for vessels, and beams, 
'idle piraguas are built tiiiefly of this wocxl. There are two sorts, 
one an evtrgrtcii, and the other a deciduous-leaved tree. It is 
evidently a hetciq and tlie same that grows in all parts of the 
Strait of Illagalhacns ; the smooth- leiifcd sort is F.iMifiua of 
Mirb. — sc'e Bertero, in Men'urio Cliileno, No. 14 , p. (J 40 . 

Tiqui, heavy w<kxI ; hut esteemed strong and durable. Pira- 
guas are sometimes built of it. 

Laurel, ustil for house building io-cfiH>rs, for bauus and 
rafters, and jmsts; durable when not exposed to damp, in whicli 
it peri dies. 

Manu, a tree of great diur nsions, tall and straight, the leal* 
h like that of a yew; it is a very useful wocxl in ship-building, 
for planks, and, next to ulerse, is the best for sjMirs which tlio 
island produces ; but the lai’ge trties have a great tendency to 
become rotten at ttie heart, owing possibly to tlm humidity oi 
t)ie climate, and to the very wet soil. 

As the Adelaide wanted a mast, I sent her round to Castro fi)’ 
a nianu spar, for which I agreed to fHty eighty dollars ; but of 
iwmiy treas that were cut down, not one was sound at the lieiu i 
Tlii; wcxkl 15 im*vy, wdth large knots, which penetrate into tin* 
tmnk to depth. A great difal of this timber grows in 

of Penas. 
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Moermo. There is no wood pnxluced on the island more 
useful than the niuermo- It is used for timbers^ and knees, and 
all other purjwses of ship-building: and is excellent for the 
planks of boats, as it bears wet and dry without suffering from 
either* It is abundant, and much used as firewiKwl, for wliicli it 
is well siyted. 

lAuna {Myrtvs Lnma)^ a very tough and \iseful wood, used 
for tree-nails, for stakes in fencing, for rafters in the roofs of 
houses; and is exjxnted in large <[uaiitities to Lima, for shafts 
and ]>f>les of carriages. The fruit is sweet, and might yield a 
strong spirit ; it is calM eauchao. 

fliruelillo, a small tree, used only for washingdiowLs and 
!) 0 \es; it is of little value. ^ 

Quiaka* Of no value. 

Tapu, a very crookcxl tras gn>wing along tlie ground in 
swampy places. It might serve for floors, and tiniberii for small 
ve.sseLs; but it is not u.sed, from its being so very hard. 

Tenu, something like inuenno, »ml considered a good wckhI. 
a species of Mydus^ of which iuxjps for barrels are 

made* 

Ualral, conf^idrrt'd to be like the \v<hk) of the walnut-tnv, aiul 
of general u.so, on account of its toughness and dural)ility ; it is 
made into blocks for ships. 

Meii, more tough than luma: of this the country pwplo 
make pick-axes, for cultivating the gruvuul (Agiteros, p. I*i7). 

v’elu, also tough; us(*ful for axle«lrcvs and gun-carriages 
(Agikros, p. 127). 

May ten, usefid for turning; and lasts long undiT water. 

The above mentioned are prcKluced on the island ; but the 
two h»iiowing, alerseand cypress, are from the main land, in 
llie JU‘ighl>ourhcHKl of the Cordilleras. They ate not only in 
gcncrXl iiSKi in Childe, but are ex^xirtetl in large tpiantities to 
all the |>orts to the northw/itcl* The alers4% near Chiltks i.s of 
better quality than that which comes from Concepcion. 

The (>ypres8 is brought to the island in * tabluncjs^ (orplanks), 
sevc n or eight feet long, two inches thick, and nine or ten inches 
wide, as is also the aleroe ; but the latter, from the facility w ith 
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which it splits^ is brought in boards also, four feet long, half 
an inch thick, and six inches broad, which, as I have before 
remarked, are the principal articles of barter. 

The Alerse is found in great quantities near Calbuco ; but 
at so great a distance from the beach that it (mnnot easily be 
conveycnl thither for embarkation, except in the ^liove form. 
The tree is rut dovm and s^juared, then hewn by the axe into 
us many logs of seven or eight feet long as it will aftV)rd ; and 
these, with the assistance of iron wedges, are split into planks 
and bofirds, in which state, without being further trimmed, they 
an* tied together in bundle.s, and carried on inetfs backs, or 
ilraggcd over the ground to the beach. 

The extraordinary straightness of the grain of this tre<* 
enables the natives to split it, so as to make it apj)ear as if i( 
ijad been dressed with an adze, or oven with a plane ; but, {is 
I have said, tlic axe is the only instrument used. So great is 
the difficulty of obtaining a .sjwr of this wood, that when I 
wisdied to procure a new mast for the Adelaide, I offered four 
tim(?s the value of an alerse spar to the natives, bcsitles the 
assistance of twenty mtai, and tackles, ^rc. to assist in convey- 
ing it to the iKwdi, The temptation was almost tix) gn^at to he 
withstcxnl ; but the man to whom I ajiplied, who had befoiv 
l>een employed to get masts for a sc:h(X)ner in the Cliilian scr 
vice, and a flag-staff for t!)c town, said that it would take Ids 
^)wn party two months to bring one to the beach : with X\w 
^mi«^ance of our people, however, it tnight l)etloiie in a month. 
7'he tret'S were distant, and there were tivo or three riflges of 
heights to cross, that would cause much delay. The facility 
with which these jKople iisiiany handle tinjl)er was a sufficient 
pnx)f to me that such a task, if refused by them, must be vers' 
diflicult indectl, and I gave it up, as the Yntendente was so 
obliging as to give me the flag-staff, which had taken the siune 
party two months to procure. 

The HoxsWy, a iiaiional schooner, built at Childe, for the 
goverurniisir, was masted with alerse spars, which fn*oved to 
vary strong. 

Alerse ^ for the fliHjrs, partitions, anil 
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weather-boards of houses, also for shingling the roof ; fear which 
purpose it is very superior and durable : after exposure to the 
weather it turns blue, and has the appearance of slate. It does 
not shrink or warj>; and though brittle, is of a very close grain, 
and well ailapted for furniture. Of this wood the country 
people make staves for casks ; and the l>ark of the tree is used 
for caulking the seams of vessels, for which it answers remark- 
ably well, being extremely durable when constantly wer, 
though it sofui de<3ays when ex}»sed to the sun and air. 

Spars of alerse, eighty or ninety feet in length, may be pro- 
cured ; and from eiglu hundred to a thousand boaids are fre- 
quently obtainetl from a single tree. 1 was told that as many 
as one thousand live hundrtxl have stnnetiines l>ten cut out of 
one trunk. Alerse is found oix the island, hut not of any size. 

It is als(i common in the Strait of Magalhaens, in all those i)arts 
west of Caj)e Froward ; but there, fnnn the |X)verty of the 
it is of veiT stunted growth. 

The cypress is tl\ought to lx? a different tree, l)ut 1 rather 
imagine it to lx* only a variety ; the wmyd being white, whilst 
that of the alerse is of a deep red colour. As the trade of 
the island is {principally ccu’ritxl on by water, roads arc seldom 
used for that ])urposc‘, for which, indeed, the few that cxiM, are 
far from lieing convenient. Between San (avrlos and Castro 
tliere is a rcKtd cut through the forest, forty or fifty fc*et in 
width, in the middle of which is a causewaw four or five feet 
wide, former! of logs of wood, laid transversely. This is the 
only way of canimuniaition, unless^ which rarely occurs, the 
weather has been dry during some days ; for, off the causeway, 
there is a mere lK)g, in wliieh a horse frequently sinks up to Uie 
girths in mud. In iiiuny parts of the causeway, indixrd, whert? 
tlie logs have decayed, and have not been ix'paired, llie passagt* 
is txjhally bad, so that in wet weather, only jx*rsons without a 
load are able to pass. For the greater part of the way, the tra's 
on each ade prevent an extenjave view ; but on appnmching 
within five or six miles of Castni, the country lx?coiiies more 
o|Hn), having been clcarctl by cultivation, and iheix*, of course, 
die road improves. 
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There 18 a track bmnc^iiig oft" from die main road to the 
district of Dalcahue ; but on it, I believe, there is no cauae* 
way, 

Afi the only mode of supplying the town of San Carlos with 
provisions is by water-carriage, it is frequently ill supplied 
duriiig winter, when N,W. winds prevent the arrival of the 
piraguas, A southerly wind for two days, at that season, brings 
from fifty to a liundred piraguas from Dalcabue and Castro, 
laden with hams, jiotatoes, pigs, grain, fowls, calves, dried fish, 
and charcoal, Vhich are sold at a dieap rate, paying on^tenth 
to the government 

The arrival of so many piraguas at San Carlos creates no 
slight bustle in the neighbourhood of the mole ; and a stranger 
happening to arrive at the time would think it a place of con- 
siderable trade ; the return, liowcver, of the N.VV. wind, wdth 
all its attemhmt ‘‘ vajxnirs, clouds, and storms,^ very sc>on dis- 
pels the illusion : the piraguas depart, one after another, and 
in two days jill is dull and monotonous. 

These piraguas, the boats used by the natives of the archi- 
}>elago of Cliilde, are all similar in form and material ; but 
vary mucli in size, according to the voyage tliey have to per- 
form. The largest are from thirty five to forty feet long. The 
liead and stern are alike, and resemble those? of a whdo'boat, 
Ixnng sharp at both ends. I'he transverse section is that of a 
thick wedge, so that they have no liearings, aud must be 
extremely unsafe,(r) [larticularly with so lofty a sail as they 
hoist; and yet these vessels have made long, and even dangerous 
passages, as is fully attested in Agiieros’s account of the mis- 
sionaries^ visit to the archipelago southward of Tres IVfontes. 
These boats lire literally sew n together, there is not a nail used 
in their construction; tv«cry portion of the hull is of a vegetable 
nature, Tlie lower, or garboard strake, is sewn to the keel by 
strips of the stem of a creeping plant, calletl Pepoi,^ and the 
seam is caulked w ith bark of the alerse, wlii'ch, while under 

fvj When niodcratoly laden they are stiff under sail j and are not such 
very h»df«ea-bail^, properly managed.— R* F. 

♦ Molina, i. lf>7, A ^pi^cies of ^ poUehos.’ 
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water, is admirably adapted for the purpose. The upper piank- 
itjg consists (rf three or four broad boards on each side, sewn 
together, and tlieir seams caulked. The wood of which tliey 
are made is the roble, or sometimes, tiqui. 

Agiieros’s description of the construction of a piragua cannot 
be improved. They are constructed of five or seven planks, 
each of which is from two to four fathoms long, half or three- 
fourths of a yard wide, and two or three inches thick. These 
are fashioned, or worked, narrow at each end, so as to form 
the Iww and stern, and afterwards are exposed to tlie fire, in 
order to burn the outer surface ou l)oth sides. ^J'o unite these 
planks, they lx>re or burti holes, two inches from each other, 
along the edges of the planks, through which they sew them 
together with a rope of solid reeds (soqiiillas), or twisted cane 
(coHgues), forming a junction as close as a seaiti of cloth. *^1\> 
[)revent water from passing through the s^^*a!ns, they apply 
along the plank, %’ithin and witliotii, pounded leaves of trees, 
over which they pass the stitches, and v. iili the sanie prepara- 
tion of leaves the holes are filled up. Thus constructed, it is 
in appearance a |)erfoct boat, or vesscd, but without keel or deck . 
4'hat they may n?sist the pressure of the water, and retain their 
shap, curved pieces (ctarbas) of wckkI, called ^ bavrotes’ are 
fitted inside, and fastened by w’etlges of w(K>d, instead of nails. 
For all this, they are dangerous; and, since their s^iils, oars, 
and other furnituit* are very inferior to what boats require, 
thr y are much e\})osed to Ik? easily sunk, and the risk is greatly 
increased by want of care and management in those who navi- 
gate them.*'' 

In the above description Agueros has given a very good 
account of the rude manner in which they are built, ami has not 
in the le-ast inagnifieil the danger attendant on their use. It 
is, indeed, a miserable and unsafe vessel ; and for the rudeness 
of its construction, and tl\e jiovcrty of its equipment, is a per- 
fect prototype of the crew which it conveys. 

The largest have from eight to ten people, each of whom 
furnishes one ponclio, and the ^patron," who steers^ and directs 
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^ edune imd aB o^vetaeints^ l^ides ttra poM 

are sdvm together to forth tifad^ wliieh is twhsted by * 

These sails are^ geheriiBy 4lte;haBie''$hni« ' '' 

tidma B aj^Iieti to theitt idl by tl^ 

during the protectloh their jpatroin saint;- '^^ w^or is of 
wood, fonbed of.foutf cfodk^ the of fi j^pnd 

with four dukes, at the1tottom,ara?»t|l!b' .of:ii^|^ alt^^ 
is festened, to inra^ase^ its weight; ilie'lsifhiii 
timid, and instead of making exertions to extrnihto thdr yet^ 
fttnn any impeiulihg danger, they throw Bteinselh'd) on their 
knees, beating their breasts and cdluig l^idly hii^ their saint, 
for ‘ misericordia.' *'. : > •’ 

I was given to understand that very feh of them can swinio 
which seems extraordinary, since they ate bwn and bred in 
the immediate vicinity of the sea, and depend chiefly upon its 
i ptoductkms for subsi.steuce. The fact spoaki strongly for the 
indolence of their character, even although the rigour of the 
climate fmrms a bar to bathing as a mere amusement. Several 
piraguas were lost while we were at Cihilde, and, as may 1 k^ 
inferred, their crews were all drowilMed. ^ 

With regard to the cultivation Iwdi they are very far 
behind, and, comparing the prd^t state witlt the description 
of Byron (1740), and of Agiierds (1791), very little improve- 
ment serans to have been made. The ground » preparetl by 
niake>shlft ploughs, ofav^y rude csonstruction. Two poles of 
hard wood (luma), about three yards I<^ ai^ ptoportionably 
large, trimmed to a sharp point at one end and rounded at the 
other, hre l»eld by the middle, one in each han4» end pointed 
very : oljliquely into the gr<wml t hi : thi» .d^ are 

forc^ forward, by piping Ugnind: the; 
dbdomcn, which is defended by; a' 

forin of an apton,^ After dtese have penetriittsd tMpelve tw four- 
rteen^inches into ti^toil^A 
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The large ends are then forced doym^ the ground turned up, 
and the lumas pushed forward again, wliile the woman uses 
her stick to turn the clods over, to the right and left, alter- 
nately. These clods are afterwards broken up by a wooden 
todi, in the shape of a pick-axe, called ^ hualate,'’ made of the 
wood named nieli. Rude as this process is, the operation is 
rapidly performed, and I have seen a field, ploughed in this 
way, that would not <lo much discredit to an expert plough- 
man with a European plough. 

The soil is a rich, sandy loam, of a dark red colour ; and 
altliiough nirely, if ever manured, produces fair average crops. 
According to the usual allowance of 1751l>s for a fanega of 
wheat,^ the weight of a bushel would not be more than 51|lbs., 
wliich -shews that the grain is but |K)or. Wheat is sown in the 
]oonth of April, and cut in the same month of the following 
vear ; but from the humidity of the climate, and constant rain, 
particularly at that season (the counnencemen.t of wdnter), it is 
frt'queiitly reajied before it is ripe, and almost always gatlicred 
in web Every subsequent sunny day is taken advantage of, to 
dry the grain, but a part must Ik- s[x>iled by mildew. The 
evaporation, however, is st) gieat, that merely moving it alxnit, 
and keeping it thinly strewixi in granaries, will effect much. 
It is trodden out by oxtm, and to clean it, the grain is thrown 
up in the wind by means of bro;vl wcHxlen shovels, and effec- 
tually separated frotn the chaff*. Tl\is rude winnowing Utkes 
phwe frequently in the principal streets of San Carlos, and 
oven at the mole, w'here one would suppoa^ tliat a great deal 
must be lost ; but fivnn tlic adroitness of the operation, it is 
not only well cleaned, but suffers no diminution. 

Potatoe^'aie planted in Septemljer, Octolx>r, and November, 
and arc fit )to dig np in May. 

Of»the prooeetls of baryest, one-teiitb is paid as a tribufo, or 

* The fanega We%h8 17 s ll> 9 « att<l contains twelve almudes, which 
being; cubic meaaarea of eight Inchea and a halg contain cacti 
<‘«bic inches ; therefore'ii l^uiegu contains 73611*5 cnbic inches, and uo 
^ hngrlisij httaliwji 0 ^^ 2150*4 euhic inches ^ A h**’- 
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tax, to the gova:iiinent ; but forced contributions may be 
required, when the necessities of tiie state demand them. These 
contributions are sometimes unfairly levied in Chile; for the 
sub$i(iy is only taken from those who jKxssess grain, or some 
equally tangible article which c^ri easily be turned into money ; 
so that ]x?i\sons who are rich enough to live wthout culti- 
vating laud, or trading for their supjwrt, contribute nothing 
towards the emergency of the State. How docs this accord 
with republican principles r or how can a republican govent- 
ment, so c*ond acted, expect to become respi^ctabte among 
nations? 

I am not aw^are that such contributions have yet been levied 
in Childe., From the cliaracter of General A Id unate, I do not 
for a moment think he would commit such an act of injustice : 
but it is in the power of any Yntendc^nte to call for them, and 
I afterwards wirnesscnl an example of this, daring my visit to 
CoDcejxnoD. A considerable quantity of wheat, ptirchased by 
a Russian vessel, ft)r the use of their settlements on the coast 
of California, was brought down to the {K)rt, at a timeyvhen 
the government was n>uch in want of money, and knew just 
way of obtaining it. They therefore very nnceremoniously seized 
t)se wheat, and applied its value in dollars to their own uses 
giving only an uncertain, almost a nominal security to the owner 
for the recovery of his money. The only way of accoinUing f(;r 
such an arbitrary prtKHXxling is, that the country was distracted 
by civil war, and that the jxn-son wlu) owned the fm>perty >vas 
opjX)se(I to that party, which at the lime happened to have the 
up|)er hand, and winch held, by main strength alone, the reins 
of govenmient. 

Among the birds of Chiide, the most remarkable an* the 
‘Chigge,' the ^Cancania,^ or ‘Canquena,'’andthe ‘ Barking bird.’^ 

• Molina noticen the * Cagge,’ or ^Cbilde duck/ {Jnns (miareika) 
vol. i. p. 2t?8, aiid calls it Am^s M. Lesson, ih hi« S Manuel 

d’Ornithologie,’ ii. taken great pain® to describe Ijk and remarks 

with rmon, that much obacurity exists in the $pectfi«f dfsecri^rfom of the 
gooee kind in the ^alouine (Falkland) Islanda, and iiieti^wie southern 
land of America, llie male, Leasou say», is white, the feet and be«dc of 

, itf/ J' ’ n bright 
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The shell-fish,* for which this island is justly famed, are 
principally brought from Calbuco, and consist of the finest 

a bright yellow colour. All the specimens that we saw, and numbers were 
killed by US, had a black beak with a red cere— otherwise M, Lesson’s 
description i« correct. In many specimens, however, we found the tip of 
the primary wing feathers black, which is not to be wondered at when 
the colour of the female is considered, but which it is not an easy task to 
describe. M. Lesson, I think, has done it justice in a note to his voL ii. 
p. 409 ; — **'Anas antarctica. A capite griseo, genis gulo colloque albo et 
nigro acuti-strialis ; oeulormn circiiitu nudo ; pectore ahdoniineque 
omninb atris, atque vittis niveis notatis : tectricibus alarum nigris ; dorso 
uropygio caudaetano albis ; alis niveis cum spccnio Into virescente, brun- 
neo loarginato; pennis longis aterriniis; rostro etpedibus, aurantiacis.’' 

These birds a»e very common in the Stmits of Magalhaens, and every 
where o^ the west coast between the Strait and Chiioe; also at the Falk- 
land Islands. 

I'lie Gancania (or Cafujwna) is the Antun MatjeUanmi, Anscr Mmfella- 
';}irus (FiOey. Meth. p. 117). From Biiffon's description, and a well-drawm 
but b'ddly-coloured figure, in the Planches Knluminees, No. 1000, 1 have 
no hesitation in assigning it to that kind. The colour of the head, luor* 
ever, instead of being * reddish purple,* is cmereous with a reddish hue ; 
the feathers of the sides and thigh covers are while, with five black bars, 
iho extremity being white ; the central portion of the abdomen is white; 
the speculum of a splendid shining green. This bird is common to the 
Strait, as well as to Childe, and is probably Byron’s ‘ Painted Duck,' and 
the An^er pictfi^ of the Knoy. Melh., p. 11/. M. Lesson considers Anas 
hucopteraj Gmel. as the male of Anas Magellariicay which may be doubted. 
The ‘ Barking Bird/ as our sailors called it, w as first bought to me by 
Ciipt. ?toke«, having been shot during the Beagle's visit to Port Otway, in 
the Gulfof Peiias* It was an imperfect specimen ; but Mr. Tarn afterw ards 
c»btaiut*d for me several others. It seems to have a great affinity to the 
genus but DO specimens of that genus being in England when 

T was last there, and the Barking Bird differing in essential points from 
M. renminck’s description of the genus, and from the figured specimen of 
Mcffapifdius FrepmneHii ; — particularly in the length and form of its wrings, 
winch are rounded, and so short as not to reach beyond the base of the 
tail also in the einargination of the upper maiuliblu ; — I have lieen in- 
dneed,!)^ Mr. Vigors’ advice, to form it, provisionally, into anew gcnusi, 
termed llyhctes^ (See Proc^ZooL Soc., Vol. i. p. 15.) There is another spe- 
^nen in our collection (now in the Zoological Society's Museum), which 
will probably be placed in this genus, but there existed some uncei tainty in 
rs8< uHal points, which prevented my describing it before 1 left England, 
Among the numerous testaceous productions is a israall shell, which 
VOL. I. U constitutes 
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muscles, of which tliere are two sorts: the Choro {MyHlus 
Ckoras^ Molina), and Cholgua ( Mytilns MageUankm$^ La- 
marck l^ieos {Bahinua psittaeus nob. Lepas pMtama Mo- 
lina, 1, p. 223 a large barnacle,* and the oyster (O* Edults)^ 
which is exceedingly wejl-flavoiired. Besides which there are 
several kinds of shell-fish of less value, but equally abundant, 
such as Navajuelas (Solen sp.) ; Caracoles (Turbo) ; Comes 
(Pkolm ChiloensiSf Molina) ; Campaha {Calyptrcen) ; Lapas 
(Crepidula)\ Tax*as(CAama Thaea^ Molina); Locos (Cmir> 
chokpas Peruviana^ Murew Loco of Molina) ; Quihnagues ; 
Piures {Pyura sp. Molina); and others. 

The apparently inexhaustible abundance of shell-fish with 
which nature has provided the inhabitants of these islands, the 
facility with which they are obtained, and their consequent 
clieapness, is the principal cause of that want of industry 
which is so remarkable in tin? (-hilotes. 

Of the above-mentioned shell-fish, those destTving more par- 
ticular notice are the large muscle, the oyster, and )he pico. 

Molina has descril)ed the choro of Concepcion, which is not 
at all different from that of CliiJfie. It is often found seven 
or eight inches long. The fish is as large as a goose's egg, and 
of a very rich flavour: there are two kinds, one of a dark brown, 
and the other of a yellow' colour ; but the last is most esteemed. 
There is also another sort, much larger than the choro, ye^ 
equally delicate and gofxl, the fish of which is as largtt m a 
swanks egg: it is called cholgua; but as the shells seem to be of 
the s? 4 me sfxjcies, I think the distinction can only be owing to 
size. In Febres's Dictionary of the Chileno language, the woi d 

constitutes a new genu.«j. Marimtla^ nob. in Zool. Journal, vol. v. p. 34.1. 
It wa» found on the wooden piles which support the mole in the buy of 
San Carlos, below the Wash of the hij!:b water. The mole etands out int ) 
the .sea, and there i.s no fresh water near it, save a very little rill, which 
discharges its tiny stream more than fifty yards off. This shell was named 
Marinula Ffpita, Zool. Journal, L c, No.ij. The following isHs generic 
character: — ‘ Te.^ita ovato-prodocta, aub-solida; Bpertofi ovata^ Integra; 
columella bidenUta ct baein verfiia omplicata; dimttbua magnis sul)- 
retpolis eonnivenlibua, siipehori mwmo; opereulammilinta.’ 

^ Zp;d.dlourtiia?iyok V. p»333« 
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cholchua is rendered into Spanish by cascara de choros bkn- 
cos/’ or shell of the white muscle. Cholhua, or cholgua (the 
letters g and h are indiscriminately used), must be a corrup- 
tion ; for it is now used in Childe to distinguish the large from 
the small choros. 

The manner in which the natives of these islands, both In- 
dians and descendants of foreigners, cook shell fish, is very 
similar to that used for baking in the South Sea Islands, and on 
some parts of the coast of New Hcfiland. A bole is dug in the 
ground, in which large smooth stones arc laid, and i3j:K)n them 
a fire is kindled. When they are sufiieiently heated, the ashes 
are cleared away, and shell-fish are heaped ii|Km the stones, 
and covered, first with leaves or straw, and then with earth. 
The fish, thus baked, are exccKHlingly tender and good ; and 
this mode of cooking them is very superior to any other, as 
they retain, within the shell, all their own juicines.s. 

The oyster, wliicli is a true Ostrea edtilu\ is found in beds, 
at low w^ater, or taken w ith tlio dredge. It is about the size of 
the native oyster of England, and not at all inferior to it in 
flavour. In Agueros’s account of Childe, he notices this exotd- 
lent shell-fish ; but remarks, that the islanders are ignorant of 
the value at which it is appreciated. It is rather curious, timt, 
exce})ting in the neighlx)urh<HKl of ChiUie, tlie oyster is very 
rarely to be met with on the South American coast, while there 
it is in the greatest abundance. We have never observed any 
sliells of thi.s fish anywheix* between the river Plata and Chi- 
hie; nor is it known elsewhere upon the western coast, I 
believe, to the southward of Guayaquil, which is very near the 
equinoctial line.* The oyster-sheila at Port San Julian are fos- 
sils. Of the Linmeaii genus, Ostrea,. there are many sc)rts, on 
all })arts of the coa.st, both east and west, but they are what w'^e 
call tlie jiecten or scollop. At Coquimbo, a species of scollop is 
much used as an article of food, ;ind called oyster ; but it has 
no further right to t|ie name than because Li imams classed them 
all as Ostreay and Molina describes this to bfe (htrexi edulis. 

• Some have since been found on the north-east aide of the Guayteca* 
Islands. * 
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The pico, whicli is a banmcte^ grows to t% very Wge si«e ; 
at Concepcion, however, it is still larger, being six or seven 
inches in length. It has, when properly cooked, very much the 
flavour of a crab, and by the inhabitants of this Archipelago is 
considered preferable to any other shell- fish. 

liefoi e concluding this imperfect description of tlie shell-fish 
of C^diilde, tlie piure claims some consideration, if it !x' only for 
its jwuliar and disiigi'eeable appearance. It was ctmsidered by 
Molina as a genus allied to Ascidia (Mol. i. 214), nomyof the 
varieties of which are inviting in their look, as an edible sub- 
stance, but the prure is still less so. It is thus described bv 
Molina : Tlie piure, scarcely deserving the naine of a living 
animal, is as remarkable for its figure, as for the manner in 
which it is lodged. Tlu> body is aliout the size and shape of a 
small pear, an inch in diameter; or it may be described. as a 
siriall, conical, fleshy bag, of a red colour, filletl with saline 
liquor, and provided with two trunks or processes in tlu* 
upper part, one of which is the mouth, si^niiar to that of the 
Tetias ; and between these processes are sevn two small, black, 
and shining points, which are supposed to be the eyes. I could 
di.stinguish no other organs, nor any viscera in the fleshy stil)- 
.stance of which it ivS compf»sed, which is .snuK)th without and 
spungy within They are extremely sensitive, and when touchcil, 
spout water out of both a|)ertures. These? small animals are 
shut up in a firm, but glutinous ease, of various sliajxs ; one 
case often contains eight or ten distinct iKKlies, separated froin 
each ot!u‘r by cells, formed of a strong niembrain^)us substana . 
They are attached to rocks or stones, under water, excepting 
when left uncovered:! by a low tide. The natives eat them boiled, 
or rousted in their sJiells. They also dry them for exportation 
to the province of Cusco, where their flavour is much e.steeui(‘d, 
and considered ecjual to that of the lobster.’^ 

At Chilfie, the piure is said to be a remedy for barrenness ; 
and to such an extent has this idea prevails, that a Clulotc 
woman, eating this fish, literally says, if asked what she is 
doing, that ^ she is nuiking childreru*^ One would not, how- 
ever, supposes from the number of children which are mch 
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erowc^ing round the doors, that the Chilotes bad any necessity 
for such food- 

If one may judge from the few applications made to our 
medical men for advice, the climate is either very healthy, or 
tlie natives prefer their own mode of cure- They have very 
few medical advisers, and those few are not held ih much 
estimation, being people of little or no education. A prejudice 
against medical men Inis Imm, even in late years, extended to 
foreign practitioners, and carried to great lengths. This illilx^ral 
fe(iling is, however, fast wearing away ; hut, among the lower 
orders, the application of lierKs and other simples is yet vsholly 
resorted to for the removal of their complaints. One day, when 
I was employed in making simie astronomical observations, at 
Sandy Point, a woman passed me, and forcing her way through 
a thicket of thorny plants, begun to gather branches of a spe- 
cies of arbutus (A. rigidu,)^ a small shrubby plant, which is 
every where abundant, esjxxaally to the south, and in the Strait 
of Magalhaens. My curiosity prompted me to inquire her rea- 
son for collocating it with such a[)parent anxiety. She replied, 
with a desponding air, It is chaura* for a poor, sick child. 
These branches,^ she said, are to lx* put into the tire, and, 
being green, will jjroduce ii thick sinoke, and yield u very strorjg 
aromatic smell Tlie child, who is only five months old, is to 
be held over it, whi(?h, as they WiV, is a gixxi remedy ; but, 
she added, with an air of doubt, ‘‘ I know not (dicen que es 
bneno, pcaroyo no so).'’ Who says so?"" I asked. I.os que 
sabrn (tho^e who know),” replied the luilf-iTcdiilous mother, 
wiili a deep sigh, partly doubting the efficimy of the renialy, but 
unwilling to lose the advantages of whatever virtue it might 
possess, for the Ixnefit of her sick infant. 

The elimatii of Chil<>e is considered, by those who live in 
other parts of Chile, to be rigorous, cokl, and damp,*^ Cer- 
tainly there is tYUich rtMVson for such an opinion, particuhudy 
in the winter Kjjionths, when it almost always Vains, and the 
wind, with little cessation, blows hard, from N. to N.W., and, 

Ohaurs. Uim inurta qu© »o (So come. Febres, Diet, of the €hiJ^»o 
Jiinguttu^e. It U, however, edible, and has rather a pleasant liavour. 
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by the W. to S.W. ; but liot^ithstanditig the gteat quantity 
of rain that falls, the evaporation is great, and it cannot the^ 
fore be called unhealthy ; indeed, from ^perien^, it con- 
sidered quite otherwise. Agiieros, to whose excellent account 
of Chilm^ I have so often referr^, dilates much upon this 
subject, and from having resided there a considerable time, may 
l)e taken as the l>est authority. Those who now ^ide u{X)n 
the island speak very much against it, and all whom I met, 
previous to my visit, condemned it, as being the worst in the 
world.*” Perhaps wre, who had lately been experiencing a much 
more disagreeable climate, went toChilde with the expectation of 
finding it exceed in severity that to which we had been accus- 
tomed in the Strait of Magalhaens, hut we found ourselves 
agreeably mistaken. Our visit certainly was in the lietter season, 
and wc had, |>erhaj>s, no riglit to fonn a decided opinion upon 
the other part of the year. 1 shall, therefore, first quote Agiieros, 
and then describe wimt we found the weather from Scpteinlx'r 
to December; yet as these* months werci considered by the inha 
bitants to Ix^ finer than is usual at that season, we can only form 
a vague idc-a of the spring and summer. For tlic autumn and 
winter I must def)end upon the aaxiunts of others. 

After explaining the contra-position of the seasems, to what 
is experienced north of the e(|uator, with regard to the montlis 
of the year; Agiiertis says, ‘‘Childe has also its four seasons, but 
does no^ enjoy tlie Ixmefit of those changes, as do other parts of 
Chile ; for there is neither that abuiulancc of fruit, nor an ith 
fields adorntxl with so many and such beautiful flowers, iuid 
useful medicinal plants. The summer is the lx?st time ; for in 
the month of January, from ten oVlrn^k in the morning tdl 
three in tlio afternoon, the heat is excessive. IJetwecu these 
hours, however, a seti-bree?!e, which is called *Yira-zou,' ic- 
freshes the air. In the winter the temperature is vcTy cold : 
but the frosts are by no means so severe as in Euro|)e. I have 
never seen icc\ even in the small streams, hor does sfrow lie an} 
length of lime on the ground. 

. in the winter months, as well as in other p^ts of the year, 
there are foils of rain, arid heavy gales from N.N.W., and west, 
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which last frec][Umtly for the whole moon, with scarcely a ces- 
sation, and the wind, at times, is so furious, that the houses are 
not secure, and the largest trees are torn up by the roots. The 
weather, when it is. fine, cannot be depended upon for any 
length of time; not even in summer; for in the month of 
January I have frequently experienced gales, and rain, as 
severe and copious as in the winter. During the summer months 
sc^iitherly winds are more prevalent, and, while they last, the 
weather is fine, and clear, and the air particularly dry. 

Although the winter months, and a considerable part of 
the other seasons, are very disagreealde, owing to the severity 
of the winds, and exceeding quantity of rain, it cannot l)e denied 
that the climate is healthy. In ('hiltSe no epidemic diseases are 
ox}>erienced. The? small-pox and measles are not known;* nor 
have tertian fevers, so common in the north, ever\>cen ex}>e- 
rienced on the island. Spotted fever (tabardillo), and acute 
pains in the stomach, are the only disorders to which the inlia- 
hitants of this archipelago are subject. Thunder and * light- 
ning arc rarely experienced ; but earthquakes have occurred at 
intervals. In the year 16 the church and houses were dc^- 
stroyed, and in the year 1737 much tlamage to the village of 
Isla grande was caused by earthquakes.'^ 

So far Agueros. On the w hole, the climate is not so unfa- 
vourable os we had been led to expect from all that we had 
beard. 

C'aptain Fitjc Roy arrived there in July^ during the latter 
p-urt of which, and the month of August, the weather was very 
w( t, with some heavy gales from the N. W. ; but in his Meteo- 
rological Journal for thost? months there is no record of tlic 
thermometer falUng below 38*^, and it is rcxx>rded to liave fallen 
to that degree cttily on one occiision, the general height l)eing 
from 4*^'^ to 50®. The first part and the midille of SeptemlxT 
were boistarous and wet ; but towards the end of the month the 
wind was chiefly from the southward, and the weather dry and 

* 'Die 8tt)an-poat was introduced into the isiaiu), in the year I77*k hy a 
jihip trom IJma ; but it was cooiiiied to San (’arlos, and was soon eradi- 
cated. The meiiste^ also were introduced by similar means, in the year 
I < 69 ; but did not re-appear after once ceasing. 
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extremely fine. In October it w«is rather changeable ; but, fur 
the last ten clays, with the exception of one, on which there 
was a fresh gale with a heavy fall of rain, it was fine and d^ry* 
and the winds w'cre moderate. 

The month of November was generally fine, but the. first 
half of December continued tenipestuous and wet. The mean 
temperature of tlie months, and other meteorological remarks, 
are as follows : 
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This table partly shows the state of the weather during threi^ 
spring months. The greatest quantity of rain in the gage at the 
end of the month of November did not cxtx»eed 2*6 inches. At 
St: Martin’s Cove, near Cape Horn, after thirty days' obser- 
vation, the rain-gage contained eight inches ; so that although 
Childe bears the character of being a very wet place, it is not 
one-third so bad as Cape Horn. The time of our visit to San 
Carlos was certainly the finest part of the year ; and I Ixdieve 
that the weather we experienced was unusually dry even for 
the season ; therefore, the alxive table docs not present a fair 
criterion of the climate : I do not, however, think it is by any 
means so bad as has been represented. 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Childe the last Spanish possession in South America — Fre)T6*s Expe* 
ditjon — Failure — Second Expedition tinder Freyre and Blanco — 
Quintanilla’s capitulation — Chil6e taken — Aldunate placed in com- 
mand — ChiI6e a dependency of Chile — Beagle sails to sea coast of 
Tierra del F uego — A delaide repaired — Adelaide sails — Adventure goes 
to Valparaiso — Juan Fernandex — Fishery — Goats — Dogs— Geology— 
Botany — Shells — Spanish accounts— Anson’s voyage — ^’X’alcahuano — 
Concepcion — Pinoleo — Araucanian Indians — Re-enter the Strait of 
Maghulhaons — F uegiaris. 

The island of Childe was the last place the Kingof Spain pos- 
sessed in South America ; and even to this day he is not without 
friends there, who would glatUy restore his absolute monarchy, 
notwithstanding the tulvantages that are acknowledged to have 
Ix^n derived from the change of masters, and the ebnsequent 
opening of trade, which has added very much to the comfort, 
as well as civilization of the inhabitants. ^ 

During the struggle for iiidejxmdence, this island was ttx) 
distant from the seat of war to render it important ; but when 
all other parts of Chile were freed f|pm the king’s troops, tlx 
new government despatched an expedition, consisting of liet ween 
three and four thousand men, commanded by the Director- 
<yeneral Freyi-e, to attack it Upon tiie apjxarance of this expe- 
dition off* the harlx>ur of San Carlos, the Spanish governor, 
Quintanilla, was inclined to capitulate ; but, instead ot‘ anchor- 
ing in the roads, the squadron proceeded to Chocao, laiided 
troops there, and despatched some of their forces to Castro, 
where they were repulsed by the S^mniah and native troops, 
and oblig^ to re-embark. In this interval, one qf the ships left 
tlie squadron, and returned to Valparaiso, whence ^le was imme- 
diately ordered back ; but meanwhile the Director had enibarkeil 
his tnxips, and returned to Concepcion. Not loii|^ a^erwti^ds, 
in January 18^, a second expedition, under siime 
sailed from Valdivia, convoyed by a strong squ^iditMa^ ttnder 
the command of Admiral Blanco. 
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** Upon Ulis occasioii the trbopd landed, on the Sth, at the 
little inlet of the Bay of Huechucucuy ; and Fort Corona was 
immediately taken. On the 10th, the disemharkation of the 
troops was completed. A battalion was left to mask Fort Agiiy, 
while a force, under Colonel Aldunate, passed on, and t<:K)k 
the battery of Barcacura. On the 10th, Admiral Blanco shifted 
his flag; and, leaving the O'Higgiiis outside, stood into the 
bay with the rest of the squadron, which anchored off Barca- 
cura, 

“ The governor, Quintanilla, with upwards of three thousand 
lloyalists, took tip a strong position on a hill, at the S.E. side 
of the bay, flanked on the left by an impenetrable wockI, on 
tlie right by the shore, and supjKWted by three gun-boats in 
sliallow water. These were taken by the boats of the squadron, 
under Captain Bell, and tume<l against the Royalists. Their 
position was thus enfilatled, and they rt^tired. Freyre then 
.udvrtiiced : some skirmishing took |)la<‘e : Quintanilla capita- 
hit(‘d ; and the territory of Chile was no loiiger sullied by the 
Spanish flag. 

Colond Aldunate, Majors Maruri, Asagra, and Tupper 
(a native of Jersey) ; and Captain Bell, of the navy, greatly 
distinguished theinselves.'”~MiHer’s Memoirs. 

rJ 

(Colonel Aldunate was afterwards invested with the govern- 
HH-nt of the island ; but, owing to the disarfection of the troojw, 
who were urn'll on by the King of Sf>ain’s agents, a revolution 
t<w>k pkoe, Aldunate was intprisoned, and afterwanls sent to 
Valpamiito, and the Spanish flag wee more waved in Chiloe. 
It WHS, honirevw, fw a short time only ; Aldunate was des- 
{uitched once more, and witli a small fiwee of three hundred 
veteran tro(^, headed by Ccdonel Tupper, and accomjwiietl 
by the Aquiles, brig of war, agiun (Stained jmsaessuai of the 
island, which he has since kept, though nut quietly, for the 
Royalist* were ooastaatly «i the alert, and made several futile 
attempts to msover Ae place for their king. Time has now 
reconciled d* 'igtwiter nunba’ to the dianjB^ ; and, I believe, 
Chiloe may tie ooBsykred « ctmteuted dependency of Uic re- 
public of Chile. 
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Fiiego; after whichj $he waa the Adv^tui^ at Kio 

^'de Jmieiro.* ■ ^ ^ 

As the Adelaide had received some damage in getthag 
aground, it was requisite to lay her on the beahb M examina* 
tion and repair. Her mainmast, also, was found to^be sprung 
«o badly, as to render a new one necessary ; which we should 
have found much difficulty in obtaining, but for the kindness 
of General Aldunatie, who, finding that vre were at a loss, pro- 
posed to give us the flag-staff of the town, a beautiful sjmr of 
alerse, that was in every way suitable. Previously, however, to 
accepting his offer, being aware that such an act might expose 
him to much reproach from the people of the town, who were 
all very proud of it, I caused inquiry to be matle whether a 
spar of the necessary dimensions could be brought from Cal- 
buco ; and in the meantime we proceeded with the repairs. 

A creek behind Sandy Point offering every convenience for 
heaving her down, the Adelaide was moved into it, and laid 
on the beach. On stripping her copper off, the injury proved 
to be coiivsiderable ; but not lieyond our means to repair. Upcm 
examiiuation, the foremast was found to be in a bad state, but 
could be rendered effective by fishing it with the »>und portion 
of the other mast, therefore our only real difficulty was to get a 
mainmast. From the account I received from Calbuco, I found 
that, without a great delay, not less than two months, and 
sending a portion of our people with ropes and tackles, then? 
was no chance of procuring a spar : it could only lie obtained 
at a considerable distance from die shore, and when felled must 
be dragged over several high ranges of bills, which might lx? 
called mountains, before it could be got to the water-side. 
General Aldunate, through whom this inquiry was imtdi^ dion 
renewed his offer of the flag^aff, which I acoeptedlspofet^^^^^ 
fully ; and by hi% order it was tekm down, pawned to 
the ahip, sotm af^ whirfi it was converted 
in^malia tjie acbtK«ier. Before it but 
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a w«« litta! ibe the fli^; aotwitb- 

8tsn4^^hich, iniuiy observations ^ 

abM^t^parta.cbviil«^^ ^vjttch spi^ iiad:eWn to 

Pen},;;^i«t fte Engliah wewi abobt to tafa^ p^^ of ChUoe, 
and b^iiib^^ »niov^ tte flag-staff of SaW Cas^^^ 

By ^J&wUtenant MitchcH^s activity in superinteiiding the 
was got ready for I ^a at tb$. beginaing 
of ' ^ palled the cdmraa^ of 

Licuteihiint l^fcyriiig, with (wdets* to survey those part? of the 
Gulf of- Panitti which bad iiot been examined by 
particul^ tte River San Tadieo, in Saa Oumtin’s Sound; the 
op««in|» beldi^ X|v^ Ishaid ; the Channel’s Mrmths ; ^d 
the Guadaneco Islaiidi^ where the. Wager was wrecked: and 
then to jwoceed down the Mesier Channel, behind the Islmid 
Cattpana, whp wM to oimmunicate with Cone^wimi 

Strait, by the“Brazo Anchd (or Wide Channel) of Sarmiento. 
He was then to go to the Ancon sin Salida, examining all 
the openings into the main imid, on his way, and search ifbr a 
communication with the large waters, discovered by Captain 
Fitz Roy, tbrcia^ wbich he was to try to enter the Strait, 
and jmn the, A^t^tUte, at Port' Famine, during the month oi 
April,' ’’ . 

I/ieub^attol apd Gia^ again took with them, bji 

Cai>tidh::;l^|h^|i^s^^ Bynoe, t*i 

tbeBe^le^.^fc'Ai^agf^ Mr.'Parite also acconi 

prepared^ ot 

board to^ t< 

proceed to Rio de^aoeird; by way of Conce[X‘ion, Port Famine 
and M<mte yaeo;,/for thp, of adding some links to on 
chroLome^ t with a view to which, 1 hati taken 4 
*^ltportumty tff haying the .eitfoiu>nieteTs cleaned at Valparaisi 
by Mr. Rwkhlh pgent chionometeivtiuAer 

at Eiyerpoiil wing on the point of returning 

to Valparaiso, I him, and show 

toy pel* nf ahd' eseeatial kindness wie hai 

ffi*. ' iA. Attiiwkfkfi 1 4 
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received, by offeritig him and all bi« family a passage in 
the Adventure, which he accepted; and on the l^th we left 
Chiloe. In our way we touched at Concepcion, and ancdiored 
at Valparaiso on the ^d of January. 

We remained there until the IJ th of February, aind then 
sailed on our return to liio de Janeiro, with the intention of 
passing though the Strait of MagaLhaens, and taking that 
opportunity of completing some few parts, which our former 
surveys had left unfinished. As the breeze, which, on this 
coast, blows with the constancy of a trade wind, would carry 
us close to the island of Juan Fernandez, I determined upon 
visiting it, for a few days ; and then proceeding again to Con- 
cepcion. 

We reached Cumberland Bay, on the north side of Juan 
Fernandez, on the 16th, and anchored, within two cables lengths 
of the beach, in ten fathoms. 

I have seldom seen a more remarkable and picturesque view\ 
than is presented by the approach to Juan Fernandez. Wlien 
seen from a distance, the mountain of the ^ Yungue’ (Anvil), 
so called from its resemblance to a blacksmith^’s anvil, appears 
conspicuously placed in the midst of a range of precipitous 
mountains, and is alone an object of interest. It rises tbivo 
thousand feet above a sliore, which is formed by an abrn|»t 
wall of dark-coloured bare rock, eight or nine hundred in 
height, through whose wild ravines, broken by the mountain 
torremts, views are caught of verdant glades, surrminded by 
luxuriant woodland. 

Tlie higher parts of the island are in general thickly-wooded ; 
but in some places there are grassy plains of considerable ex ten u 
whose lively colour contrasts agreeably W'ith the dark foliag<^ 
of myrtlfvtrees, whidi abound on the island. 

The Y ungue is wooded, nearly frmn the summit to its base ; 
whence an extensive and fertile valley extends to the and 

is watered by two streaxns^ which take their nse in 
and fall info die sea* 

This valley appears to have beaa fomerlyr cleared culti- 
y4iied.by the Sp^iiiiards, who had a colony hpin ; W the stone 



«rid^ which servH to divide their enclosure*, itill remain. 
From'Walter’s a<HMuftt <iP Alton’s , voyage, and the view given 
with it of the commodOreV iB^t, there i* no difficulty in deter- 
mining this valley to he the on which bis encampmoat was 
placed. 

l;he island is noW (1,880) occupied^ or rather rented from 
the governor of Chile for a terni of years, by Don Joachim 
Larrain. Thetfstablishnient consists of a superintendent (mayor- 
domo), there ^called, ‘ the governor;’ and forty persons, wlm 
are cmjdoyed in the seal and cod fishery, and in drying fish 
for the Chilian m^et. Their dwellings are erected on tJieflat 
land, at the north side of the bay, where the soil is richer than 
in other jrarts ; and where it is more sheltered from the squalls, 
which, during strong southerly gales, rush down tire valley of 
the Yungue, the situation of the ibnner establishment, with 
great violence. 

The remains of a fort, called San Juan Baptiste, are yet in 
a tolerable state ; and from an inscription on the wall, it appears 
to have hear repaired, or wmpleted, in the year 1809. It is 
situated on a rising ground, about one hundred and thirty 
feet above the at the S.W. jiart of the bay, and over- 
looks the village ; there are now no guns inounted, hut, with a 
few, it might l»e tnade very effective in a short time; and, from 
its situatkw, would command the bay. 

In the middle of the beach, are some ruins of a ft>ur-gim 
hiittcry, and there are also traces of a fort at the N.W. end of 
the l)ay. 

At present, except wild-goats, wild }M>aches, figs, abundance 
of fish, and excellent fi^h water, no refreshments can be pro- 


cured. An establishment of forty perstms, with very little to 
do, might naturally be expected to cultivate the land, raise 
vegetables and fruit, and rear pouUiy and pigs, to supply the 
v&sds, wl^kh. frequently touch here for wckmI and water'; but 
it is not dhoritotot' 01 th^ Chil^ao to take any trodble, unless 
obliged, altliot^ his ow^ comfort and advantage may he 

niateriaUy conoQtmd. 

The maym-doino, however, told nm that their attempts to 



' dc^t^ctive ravages 'of ft 

By sending a fe>at to theveoat poAiit ^ tlie bay, to fish m forty 
fathoms water, a most delici<^» kind of ccKlrfish may be ta^k^, 
in such nurjiKTS, that two men, in half an hour, could fill 
boat. Craw-fish, of large size, are almost eqnaliy abundant ; 
they are taken with a hopked stick ; oner of duf bdati cattght 
forty-fii^e in a very short time. The inlmbitants cat<^ them, and 
cure their tails, , by exposure to the sun, for expcirtatinn to 
Chile, where tliey are much esteemal, and fetch a high pricse. 

Wild-goats are very numerous among the inaccessible |>arts 
of the island, but are not easily obtained ; they are sometimes 
shot, or tiiken witli a lazo. These animals, according to Woodes 
Rogers, and other writers, were originally feft on the island by 
Juan Fernandez, who, for a short time, lived there. Accord- 
ing to the Noticias Secretas,' p. 50 to 50, (hey are suppcjiscd 
to have been landed by the Buccauet^rs, wlin> fmjuented this 
iidmid. Certain it is, that, without such n^freshments, the Buc- 
caneers would not have Ixeen aide toc^irry on (heir harassing wm* 
of plunder against the Spanish |)oss<.i^ssions on the American 
coast to such an extent ; nor shoulil we, perhaps, have heard 
aiiydiing more alxHit Commodore Anson, and the crews of tfu* 
Centurion and Gloucester, w-ho wire, on their arrival at this 
island, in the last stage of scurvy. 

To prevent Juan Fernandez from laing so tetnpting a resort 
to Buccaravrs, the Viceniy of Peru ca\iscd a great many dogs 
to be landed, which hunted down and destroyed the goats in 
great numbers : this in some measure has prevented their 
sul^sequent increase. The dogs however drove the goats to 
places wlHfre they could not follow' them, and w'ere then obligtxl 
to destroy seals JTor fixKl. Large troops of these dogs rangi' 
about the lower gmunds; but the heights are in the ufidisturlHd 
f)osse»sH»n of wild-goats ; which may l>e seen in milfibeiit hrotvs- 
ing on elevated and almost inaooeasible plac^ live 

ff 5Ra£ety. _ ^ . 

The geolo|dcal character of tlm island, Mr. 

acciirnfMimed tw in this |i pf 
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at first ^ght, to tie \q\- 
canic; but) bn a nK>re particular bs^amibation, the lava -like 
of the )^*k doc^ not i^ib tu arise from an igneous 

; ' : ■ '■ ■■■ '■y ■,;■ - ■•■ •^•• 

Th^ gteebHRtone is fiitt of crystals of olivine, which, as they 
deeoi«jpose, resembling theise of scoriae. Mr. Cald- 

cleugb cbJ^wbtucateil of the strmiure to the Geo* 

logical Sot^ejtyr Captain HalPs interesting journal, there 
is a list G^lbgical and Mineralogical specimens, of which 
ope from is named ‘ Vesicular Lava." May it not 

he this same rock in a decomjiosed state ? 

The late Signor Bertero, whose lx>tanital collections from 
(Jhile have enriched many of the principal herbaria in Europe, 
;iccomj)anied me to make a colleition of the Fk>ra of the 
island ; and he consideml that the character of the vegetation 
was very little allied to the Chilian, but jmrtook umre of that 
of California. The sandal-w<xxl, which has Iveii descrilxi^d as 
indigenous to this island, was not found by us, growing, but 
a lai'ge quantity wras collected alx>ut the hills and vallit^s, in a 
(try state, and apparently very old. It is of the re(f kiml^ anti 
still preserves a stnmg scent. Tlie njayor-doino told me thert^ 
were 1)0 sandal-^w'oud tiws in the island ; t>ut we had ivasi>u 
to think his inftimiation was incorrect, for one of the inha- 
bitants would have taken us to a place where lie said they were 
growing in large quant tties> had not our arrangemtuts for sad* 
iog interfered. 

The island produces several kinds of grass ; but the most 
abundant herbaceous plant is a sj)ecics of oat, which grows 
very luxuriantly, and towards the westward ctners the ground 
for many miles. The neigblx^urhood of Cumlxrland Bay is 
overbrim mith strawberry plants, wild raelislies, mint, and 
buHn, besides peach, apple, dberry, and fig which are 

♦ Phil. J6uilnii3,r Annals of pyio«ophy% far March 1831 <n€W 
scries X.), -226. 

t Juan Faitipliide# de Tiafra,’ because it is nearer the main- 

land than sBOther adjacent lalaitd, which is esUed * Mas-a-fu^ra ’ (farther 
nr mans i» the diatnnee). 
vor. 
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found wild every wh^e, and i«miad ooe of Lord AmofoV 
visit.* 

Not only in its botanicstl producti<Nis does this idand difier 
from the Chili^iiU coast, but also in it* shells: the dmUdi^i 
being extrenidy scarce, wd dissimilar in diaracter. ,Oq the 
rocks wefoiind a patella and a Kmairchaida, bat we urwno 
inytilus. From the deep water 1 fished up ikmbb OMni^ and 
attached to one fragment was a new sfiecies of iac«.f 'The fish- 
ing-lines brought up, frf«n Ohj depth of agbty frtlmms, a 
Jirancii of coralline, to which an infinite number of a species of 
cary«»phyllia were attached. The existence of coral is mentioned 
in Mr. Barry’s translation of the ‘ Nolicias Secretas de Aine- 
nca ; }x>r Don .1. .Juun, y Dun A. de UlloB,’ a w<^ which con- 
tains a long and,- generally speaking, good account of tite 
iidand ; but thdr descrijJtioo of the anchorage does not agni 
with ouns. They say, “ The distance between the two points, 
which form the Iwy, is two miles, and its depth about hail ;i 
league; and, although tlic depth is nearly the same in all jwrts, 
the best lierth to nxxrr shi|)s is in the front of the * Playa ii( i 
Este bul it is iwtx'ssary to lx? close to the stones of tlx; bcficii, 
fttr at oneor two cabW lengtii there are fifty fathoms water, 
and tfwj outer anchor is in the tleptb of seventy or tiglnv 
iadioms ; but if the vt-ssel is thn'c or four cables oft‘, it will Ik- 
necoi-ary to di?c^» the outer anclmr in oite hundred tUtlioiM^. 
whith, even with two cables an end, will scarcely securt- the siiip. 
Now, at ihats rabl<'«’ lengtli from tlie Iwach, we ha^l only 
ten fathoms, our outer anchor was dropped in aeventeeufath< no. 
and in a line Wtwmi tfw two {xtints of the bay there is iu>! 
more than fifty fatliottis. 

If tlic accounts of those Spanish ofiicm were correct, f'li 
eait}](|uakes, which certaitdy afTett tltese inns* 

caused a crmsklcralde u{iri!>ing of tins base of Uie island; bm, on 
rrferring to the jjian in ./'V»soti''s voyi^* th«*<*»*P»ding# in 1 ' H 
Jb nin «jp|iei»r -to hate botri difibriStft 'Iflic innernic-' 

.^i{V fi^e we oocupiedy i»i at arw-lior in 

S3- I Ar«aim^ulie«.’S&'7.onh 
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wmcte^m fitthoniB^ avurtlie depth between the points of tlie bay 
is shown to be almut fifty fathoms, ' 

*l^here are few persons who have not with much interest, 
Mr* Waltt’t’s account of the Centurion’s voyage^ and who are 
not well acquainted with his description of this island, which 
we found exceedingly correct The views of the land, although 
old-fasliioned iti execution, are most corr<H*tly delineatctl, and 
the plan of the bay is quite sufficient for every common pur- 
|x>se of navigation ; but as we had an opfx>rtuinty of fixing its 
iatitu<fe and longitude more contx'tly, it Ik^ame desirable to 
make a more detailed plan than CoinmiKlon* Anson’s. 

The seals and seadioits which were so a]>uiidaiit formerly 5 
are now reduced to such a small nundier, «s to make the seal- 
fishery scjarcely worth notice. They have bwm destroyed by 
taking than indiBcrimimitely, without if^uard to ago or 
leaving none to pro|mgate the rare hut thoR* who by chance 
escafKxl. At present the island is let to a ienanr, who is not: 
{HTtnitted to kill them until the young have taken to the water, 
hv which means an opportunity is given for thorn to incrcjtse. 

I am not aware that there are any indigenous animals, /l)og«> 
goats, and rats, have lieen imported* Land birds are not nume- 
rous ; sonw! pigeons, said to have buKti luifHrrted and a few 
hanks, ;m» occasionally seen, besides three S|x*chn of humming- 
liiois, two of which arc new to sciemx?.* Of s^*a-binls wc 
very few; but were informed that the‘(kfcat Islands,' at tin* 

. outh-*w*est eiid of Juan Feitiaudeai, arc mmpletely «>vcixsl \n 
them at the breeding season* 

During our stay, several excursions were made, in various 
(hnetjons, from the village ami much fadlitaflxl by lx*ateii 
}>ath,v, taie of whicti leads up a valley, wcstwartl of that of the 

•'rroebiiu* F«niimdeii»hij|^lH 75r««|l ; e*x^*tik ranhy 

'^pkyidmt0^(focdbm / .boiig* 5 mcim. 

Trochiius Stok^i, ifiiSib* snpyrn 

vhidi im 

yrUmtu 2 ^vBcclcl>% voh i*; u\m 

J Inl. ; ‘ 
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Yiinitue, and thence to a pass ov« the 

municating with the othCT side of tiiic island. Thisj^, c^ed 
the PuMozuola, is feet and was visited aettend 

timefe bv the officers. On one occadon, they went to the wes- 
tern pirt of the island, to hunt wild goa^ party set 

oirt in boats with the mayor-domo, «>r govemftr, as*their gnide ; 
but More they reachwl the pn>per landii^-pli^. Manic so 

immtient that tbev landed, intending to walk back. I hegover- 

nor, howa ver, jK-nicvered, and returned, in the evening, ^h 
five fine she-goats>hieh he had taken witli ‘ la*os. Our pedes- 
triiuis found their n*tum by no means so easy as they had 
contem,>lat«f, l«ing obligt>d to i«ss the night in a cave, which 
they fortunately found at sunset, and they did not reach the 
ship until the following afternoon, fatigued, but mudi pIcasiU 
bv their ramble. 

The therinoineter on Imard rangeil, during the day, lietwee n 
fti' and 85?°, and the barometer lictween 2‘>98, and 301 (> 
On shtwe the thermometer stood higher, in fine, unclouded wea- 
ther, and lower when the summits of the Wlli were covenrl 

with clovids. , , , ! 

We put to sea on tlie 22d, anchored at lalcahuatm on tin' 
3d of March, and sailed again on tlte 17th, to pr^ceetl tlmitigli 

the Strait of Magalliaeus. 

While at €once}jeion I had an opjiortumty of st'cnig 1 mo- 
!«>,• the Indian chief, from whom Captain IMil Hall encl..t 
vouml to obtain the release of a captured Araucanmn tcmalv, 
whose husliand liad been murderod in cold blood More her 


♦ Mr Kous#, our consul, procured for me the ncctswu v 
trvKiuction, and, with tme of the gmernor's Mdes-iMainr 
accompiiied us to tl»e Indian quarters, situatetl on t »« «• > 

. (fnin* Tiao/ vos«ao; «o ; ^ 

Jinn, cl.«e t . .He bs«k. of a in 0. 

whore Ufjoteryb aesi- the Hiver Iiopetiid, ,1^ twn O 

of €w.re|)ci«n. He hw* four wive* m mterwr 

is*:- ■■ 
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sM^ts: uf the town, towa^s tibe river l^Biu. We found tlie 
dhfe^e rei^ence (littl^B better than a^; rancho, or hut of the 
country )i aumnindedi by Indians, goiae of whom were armed ; 
and 8( the door were his two daughters, young, and rather 
good-looking, w’hose {lersons and dress we had leisure to 
cxandn^* whilst waiting the chiers pleasure to receive us. They 
were dothed with a mantle, t>r wrapjier, of green baize, enve- 
loping the Iwdy fwMin the neck to the feet, and fa-stened at the 
breast by atoup, or tu|«i* (a silver pin, or skewer, headed with 
a round diver plate, three inches in diameter), over which hung 
a string of beads. Tlieir hair, which was remarkably fine and 
i lean, as well as neatly drtssed, was divided into Iwo plaited 
tails (‘ irensas’), and their forehctuls weie ornmnented with a 
broad fillet, worked over with beads.f They abo won* inak- 
late^ bnicelets, ear-rings, and anklets of similar manufiictim*. 

Our names having been annmmcel to Pinoiai, he came to 
the door to recitive us and invited us to enter. Some of onr 
party he realized, and seemed pleased at their visiting him. 
\\^• were early, and found him sober ; but from his bloated and 
liaggiird ap{icamnce, it seemed that he had not liecn long so. 
On entering the hut, we observed a numlier of Indians, s<'aretl\ 
■sobtT, seatedltound, near the walls. Some turlntl n ine was 
l*n s( ntt>d to us, in a silver cup, which we sipped as it piis«» <1 
round ; Init the lust of our party knowing that to return the 
eu|> without emptying it, would lie an ofl’ence, wa.s obliged to 
dunk the contents, and a Wtter putiiHi titey wen*. I’iiml.-o wa,, 
then .stout and rathet corpulent, five feet ten inches in heiglit, 
of a fiiirer complexion tlian the generality of his «*ountrv tiien, 
and had lost much of hi* bahr- He Itml laid aside the Indian 

* In Fil>re«*>^c doialeofaadeObilti’tfaejrsre thus dPsCribed “Alnjjs.- 
svanites Clin ufllft {daneba redonda do plats como uiia hiisiiu, f> iitMvw, een 
Huc prvttdcn Ua mujoressu* msntaar-^ertain large bodkins, wUh roinni 
silver pIsUs aa Ia^« «^or b^r tb»i., an ojvter.with which the women 

fwten their- 

t The ornariioBtiijl^ (Ih> fah»hi‘ad, whieb if w«r» oidy by onawrtict) 
«'>inen, is called Traris-leimi, flrom the old Chilian wtmb trarin, u< 
iasicn, uud Umeoi the hdad> The braotk-t is calk'd Anciln ewn ; lh< 
iutkkds, Anellco,;.' Y ' ' ' 
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diEss, aiid wore the (kshabilte of a Spmiardy A (p(|. 
of tiowssers, in a veiy slovenly m««uaiar^ lie spoke 
great facility, and appeared to Ite qi»te at bis ease in txmeets^ 
tion> He has the raitk erf Keutmtnt-colonel i^i tbe 
anny, and receives pay, as a retainer for his ibf^n^dMp. 

A. very short visit was sufficient to satiirfy USc^aod we tOt^ 
the first opportunity of luring, for fear of a jecoid dt|p of 
wine. While leaving the hut, we were beset by sokikm^ his 
followers, asking for money. The Indian qiiartcar isa scene of 
drunkenness the wlude day ; the women, however, are pro- 
venttd from thus injtiring themselves; they are industriouN 
and cleanly, and are prindjiaUy occupied in the manufactun- 
of }»onchc>s. These Indians are frequently at war with other 
tribes, vbo live on the .south side of the Bio-Bio river, and wliu 
have never yet btvn conquered by white men, of which they 
an* w>t a little proud. (te) 

Thesr? Araucanians are by «o ineons to b# despised. '1 In 
Cacique Mariloan,*^who reshles ntntr San Carlos, on the Biisltai, 
ha.s three hundred fighting nien under. his own command ; .uk! 
frtnn the influeucc he hdds t)ver ncighlwuring Caciques, nmlii 
bring opwaidsof one thousand men into the field. Upw tiu 
occasion of a late rcvdtition in Chik, a deputation of ebit f- 
was s*ntt by Ute Araucunian (‘aciques to inquire intut the can-, 
of ilwse disturbaiKJcti, of which they hwl reedved intelligt nr! . 
They first asked for an intetjneter, wImmu they cautioiurl !<> 
give a true ami littv.il translation of their speech ; and ilaii 
they made a hwig liaraugtie, in which they ea|daiiHsl the ciitis. 
of thtir visit, and doclarcd tbeir willtngfiais to assist ii! -., 
friards, if thtir aid should ba rt.‘quire<b *o «»pal a foreigft ?•» 
but if tlie triMihle^ were cautwd cttly by the quarrels and d»sv< : . 
sions of parth**, they would not lake an active pact- > 
were then given to undewtand that m attempt had Ihvo viw ii 
by one party to pul dkjwn anothar, gpcNiys^itdt they detii's <i 
aadsting eitiier. 'flic ettn^earmee britii' liorscs v( ii 
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and ikinned. Lar^ were dug, and tlie skins 
put liato them, to form Hiibstitutes Sot vessels, into which 
barrels of wine were poured, and the tadians commenced their 
feaat of horses’ fledi and turbid wine, which threw tbeni i-ajiidly 
into a state of jj?xc5totnent and intoxication, that lasted simic 
hour# after the wine was all drunk. 

In this neighlxnirlu>od, the Araucanian piiK^ {Anivcana 
imbrimta) h found, but very few of the trees grow near t|ie 
sea. One lieautlful speertmen which I saw in a garden was, at 
kast, forty feet in height, with branches sweeping the gromui 
Tlie cones of these trees, calletl piiionos, are bruugiit to the 
town frmn the mountains where they gnvw, ami are roasteil, to 
Ik* sold in the strei^ts. 

On the 31 St of March, the laud about ( ajK* Iau'Iu was stvo, 
and at noon it lx>tre 1^. b* N,, distant twelvt* miles, when the 
wind c<i!a8ed, and a heavy swell Mtting towards the laml, 
made our situation an anxious otic. A breeze, liowever, sprung 
up, and by carrying a press of s.ail, we suceailed in gaining 
an oiling Inffore dark, The night was very sijually, but tu xr 
morning (1st April) the weather was so we shXKl iiu 

arul made the EvahgeJasUs, whicli were jsvu from the mast- 
head, eit a distance of twenty-two mile#. Ikt wiw ihm? i^lauik 
and C'iijW? Pillar we foumi a most turlnilent sea; yet no nxma 
liatl wc entemi the Strait, than the ^water liccaine jx rfoctiy 
snnHvih, I intended anchoring in the HarUnir of IMercy ; but 
die night proved fine, and the wiml was so favourable, that 
we pnxxKxIed by the cliart, using a pau^t log, aiul passing 
within two miles’ of the headland#. Bail was nHluiHHi ii> 
much as jioaiible, to give ti# space sufficient to run on during 
the right, 'Steering EL f S. by t^ni>ass. Toward.# midnight 
the weather beeame cloudy, and oceasionaliy the land was 
concealed from our view. 

Abrmt of Cape Tiunari and m far iis Cape Providence^ 
ixnnc sharp famalk radaed a mther heavy, ixmsidrring wt 
wort' in the Strait; but ofierwani# the water laxamie smtxuh 
again. capie^ patent fog mdi4:aud a ifistnmx* 

run txjuaVto thal sIfown^^^^^^^^ duit we had 
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experienced no current. At dayUght we wcr^in tl»B.enti«nc^ Q^ 
the ‘ Long Ileach,’ abreast of Cape Monday. 

While jjassing the opening opposite to Ha^a l^rda, a 
schooner was observed at anchor^ and a boat was seen coining 
out to us. It cootaineil the mate of the schogner Industry, of 
New Bedford, who informed us that she had been Jying there, 
weather-bound, for nearly a month. He came to mahe inquiries 
alwut goisl anchorages to tlie westward (having already lost 
two anchors), and to learn in what port of the Strait be was ; 
his own itlea being, tliat the vessel was under Caj)* Monday. 
Having given liim tlie requiretl information, we proceeded; 
blit the wind fell light, ami we were glad to anchor in tlie 
<ove of I’iaya Parda. W'ith our chains we found it safe; but 
the liottoin, lieiug nicky, would proliably do tnueh injury to 
hein|X‘ii eabh*s. 

The opening opposite to us, where the schixmer was lying, 
was evidently Sarmiento's ‘ Abra,’ It ap[X‘ared to us to be a 
mile and a half wide, with an ishuid in tin* entrance. Within, 
it seertittl to take a soutii, then a south-west direi:tion, and 
afterwards totreml nrund a low hunnmM.'ky jwintof tlie eastern 
shore, under a high, precipitous ridge, on tlie o[)|X)site or w*. v- 
tern sliore, towartls the S.E. ; beyond this its cours< could 
not be oliservtsl. ^Vlnsi jiassiiig through this part of the tit rail, 
Captain Stokes found the weather so Iwd, that althcogli ile- 
distance acioss was only two or three miles, the shores win 
often cd^ceaUsl by clouds and rain, so as to reader it imp>ssibi. 
for him Ut make any survey of them. 

We were detained the two following rlays by bad weutiiei 
On the .5th we pnxtoeiU’d, but before we got aibrea.st of Bnowv 
Sound, heavy rain set >n> wbicb la-stwl ail day. 

As we jiasscd llorja Bay, a schiamer w*aap&aervcti at anclmi 
in it, so like the Adcdaidti, drat we altered oW* conns; to lom 
tounicate with her. From a lx»t which cai^ off to us, 
learned that it wa» a »fdlui^-vej«iel, catUd tl^ Hoi*, of -‘Si 
YoHje, 0*4% through the Skrait, from Stattm lAiwl. She iuu! 
aewftirth^pfthe ; 

Bat^^ a eniiWoiflg 
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men and two t^omen, came out to us ; but we did not delay 
long> and at five the anchor was dropped in Fortescue Bay. 

As it did not appear that the Adelaide had preceded us, I 
detennined upon remaining, to make a chronoinetric measure- 
nient Port Gallant to Port Famine ; gi^ithe next morn- 
ing Lieutenant Graves landtHl, and obtaiRed.^: |et of sights for 
time. 

In the early part of the day, two canoes, containing eight 
or ten Fuegiana, ajtered the bay. They came from the west- 
ward; but we did not recognise among them any of those 
who visite<l the ship as w’e passed Bachelor’s River. Several 
liad red baize shirts, and some iiad ‘ Union caps,’ such as are 
supplied to our nien-of-war; which they must have procuml 
from tlie Beagle <ir Adelaide, or from the Chauticloer, at Cape 
Horn, (.f) After hanging about us all <kv, they landed at 
sunsi»t, and took up their quarttYS in some old wigwams in the 
inner harbour. 

'I’lte canoes of these n.atlv«» wi-nr very difTereiit in thdr.t^n- 
vtrui'tion from any we hiul seen to the wwtward. Instead of 
iK’inj; paddled, they were pulle*l with oars; one of whioli was 
an ash orir, prolwWy obtaiiwed from some Si.'aling-v«*ssc‘|. 'FIk- 
<;m(K‘s were large; at the Iwttom was a plank, twenty inches 
witlc, to which were sewn tlie Mdt», in the maniK'r of the pira- 
guas, and they were caulked with Itark, in a .dmilar way. 

We <{id not remark any thing peculiar among these people 
'.vlikb we had not perceived in otlwT natives of Tierra del 
Fiiogij, except that they fm^uently used the word ‘ jx'cheray,' a 
word particularly noticed by Bougainville, wdto tltougbt that 
it meant tin’ name of the tribe ; and, in «Miset|uciM5e, the Fm*- 
gians have been calEied Pcchemys. 

On^one of the (ifBcet^ emitting a lock hair frmn a woman's 
lirad, the men became isgry, itod me of them taking it away, 
throw half of it iuto the ti^l, ridlinif Up the other pmitm 
iK'tweon the palms at his swallowed it. Imimxlktoly 

i i'J I Mieve that the nstlvss who have cwoes of the hiutii dtsentwii 
lU, ,i„( go, neat ihe^iinrBiite Sataatb, «b which Cajw Iforu b 

■■uuatctl.--R, : j '■'■f ^ ‘ . '11^ 
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• afterwards, placing hia hands to the fire, as If to irarai them, 
and looking upwards, he uttered a few words, vtep{>atentl}F nrf 
invocation: then, looking ‘aru% pointed upward^ and ex* 
claimtd, with a tone imd gesturfe of ex{diniailion, 

Pecberay.’ After which, they cut oiF sohte hair from sevcsral 
of the officers who were prest^it, aitd repeated a similar cere- 
mony. 

Fn*m this fact, ojk' might supjiose the word to be connected 
with thdr ideas of divim: worship ; lujl we had heard it Uij«l 
for St) inany opptwite t})ing!s that I could not consider it »)!' 
(SO much im}x»rt»nce as some of Uie officers were inclined lo 
think it. 

The next day a party ascended the Mountain de la Cruz, 
to tie|)«sit a jjcwter plate, on which were cut the names of tlu 
sltip atal officers. At tiie sninmit they found the pile of stones 
made by Captain Fits Hoy, wbiclr they left undisturlxHl ; lu.i 
made another, in which a IjoUle was placed, containing tSie 
little Spmish coin, and copies, on veliutn, of the memorial* \o. 
Iiad foroirrly taken from it, also Mweral English coin.*, and 
some OMdlals. The liottle was corketl, covered with resin, ai. i 
cnv'eio])etl in .sheet It'ad. Our party ivturnwl in tlw evcjiing. 
havit^ been seven hours iii grnng up and dtsaaiding. 

The nevt day I oUaim'd jm angular lueasureiuent of t-u 
iMountiin de l» Cruz, with a theudulito, having meusdnii 
a b^of 2,6QB feet, wliich gave for its elevation f a , 

74’ feet more than Captain Fius Koy’a barometrical detcrn.i- 
natioD. 

During Hie day several Fiiegian fanufiea bad arrived, 'md. 
by the evenu^, ten canoes, cootatning altogtttbef about ^ixtv 
natives, wm cdllactad. i bmded tojrijut far I iind do r 
before seen s^'inaiiy aasemfaM. ' Wa' djieguill the wigwdi.i- 
but one, wbteh wa* aaki to b« oetm^ed in kd>i>iit 

In tlie tifiening tUnpyliaf over with a n<l 

'«iHrtit»daa^ bw 

of 'bb^ ‘ i’oiic- 

^'|ay charafier lo- 
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Hence/tfa«i« evidently i« somethingof a superatiduus natin'e 
connected witk the word; but our frequent attempts to ^nd 
out ita preeiiie tneaning, were unsuccessful. On repeath^ this 
expression to A gremp of natives, one trf them immediately 
coughed up a piece of blubber, which he bad' been earing, and 
gave it to another, who swallowed it with much ceremony , and 
with s peculiar guttural noisse ; then, looking up, and pointing 
with his 3nger to the skies, solemnly prmmuiiccd the talii>manic 
‘ I‘eclier«qr.’ This word is also used in pointing to the sun. 

On die 10th April, I went to Cl>arles Islands, and surveywl 
ilwnj. There is very good anchorite for a small vi'ssei, in eigh- 
fathoms, at the north end of the passiigi? which sejiarates 
them ; and at the bottom, or elU»w, umhT th(.. eastern island, 
iti tliirteen or fourteen fathoms. The next day, a fivsh arrival 
in two camies increased the number of Indians to eighty; rather 
a formidable body for a small vt-sstd to oneounier. They con- 
dnettd themselves, on tlte whole, very jKxw’cably, but sectntHl 
detemtined tliat our curiosity should not U; grutititd bv End- 
ing out the contents of the * taltooed* wigwam. It was always 
gn.ndetl by the ‘ Ptxsheray,' who ready attd dctmniiKti 

to dispute all access to it, by means of a heavy club. One of 
the midsliipincti, however, with a little cvmxiug, perauade<l the 
itiiio to let him put his itead in ; but Utw- wdio were inside, 
liaving remind their hssaoit, threw ashes in his fttee,at)d nearly 
idiiided btOL. After tlfis, seeing they were tletermineni on the 
{Kiint, I desired that no further aUi*tnpt tdiuuld Ik‘ made u« 
nseertaia what was really going on inside tlte wigwam, 

VVe sailed rite nett dkiy (tlth), not witirwU «t»ine apiuelwusion 
iliat the Adtdaide laig^ meet dm huge txmeourse of ludiaus 
tsjforc $ a» l*Mt Gallant wu a place rarely jjassed 

hy widicpt atoppiiig, tad the mtivea being all lK»usc'«i 

l>ehind a pmat^df kadh seen until too late. 

We were di ; in the evening 

we »w;hored (13th) readied l^ort 

I'anmie. As laitil tlto Aj^aitk* diouki 

arrive, the.tenk'kttW aet up, the bents ktuled for re|Kur, and 
du> trandt hPi 'to d#' Irope^t a 





ini|^t be visible, which we had tneea in otw .{»Hn|^ 
cepc^ to the Strait; but the wither :wati ai too <^thljr, 
ondJlIWrwards the otanet itself Was too faini'lb be disCtklM!^ 
On the Slat,' nine' canoes onriyed in tho; ^ 
large }mny of Fufgtan^ princi^lly those who &eqiicDt the 
Magdalen Channel, and pinbably (he sew>coastt They^lM 
generally shown themselves disposed to hie mischievouB, and I 
determined upon preventing thdr encamping near us; for 
their presence would greatly imjiede oiit watering and wood- 
ing parties, by distracting the attention of the people. IJ there- 
fore, went to i»«t them at the watering-plaee; under Point 
St. Anna, where they had landed, near one of bur boats whibh 
was <«i the beach. Among them we only recc^iiscd thrhe 
liad visited us before, and those three were brmtght to our 


remembrance by tlieir fowner misconduct. I had always made 
it a rule to treat them kindly, with the view of obtaining theii- 
good-will ; but I found it was the wnmg way to gain tbeir 
respect, ft>r it only nmeh^ tlicin ex|H'ct more frMii me, the con- 
sequence of which yraSf that when we se{iarated, neititcr [wrtv 
was pleased with the other. I used on tltis occasion a more <lie. 
tatorial tone than I bad hitherto dom^; few, seeing several with 
slings in their hands and s cdilection of large, round }>ebb!es 
wntapped up in tlic ooriKT of their ttmtkb, I desired fheDi to 
throw th^ stones away, which they did md Ni^kito to do. 'I'hi 


Indians were now all landed, and evldeirtl^ {aretauiciiag ujMiif 

their nutiiericpi} Strength, upwards of e^hty 

Ijcg^n to ihake the*»»ely!«, very ’ 

I thoof^t it bestr to them 

not to visit to 

.;^h«y seerai'il 


go round Point s Jks^ toin'l 


to- undtastaind., Mf einbarlo.-<l , 

whae I iwtttrncd-'mi'ljp^;f|lp|ii^»i^^ 
ih;'#ie middle' of #e. bs^i^i&ftelBo^'-'i^ tncamiwil. 

■'-^Iltott wicfnkig*^ tl*- «!«'' ***“ 

tlyritt'SHriiHUHkd by;. to Itc hxed- 


jf ll# SWUt'Wd^ 
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ai^ which they were not permitted to pass. At noon, after 

‘endeavoured to amuse our .^ors, 
who were Aom fifteen to twenty m numljer, by showing tjiem 
several tna«,; among the rest, a pocket set of coloured glasses, 
beloogmg to the transit. They Wked through then, at the 
sun, but handled them rather rouglily, and broke the frame • 
uix>n winch I expressed n,y anger, and turned them away’ 
boon aft^w^rds, however, I waJk«l toward., them, and 
mg the, Indmn who had oflendcal me, gave him a bunch of 
Ix-ads, and thos r*.>storetl peace ; but desire,! them, at th,’ same 
time, to to their wigwams, which they tiid. In their w-,v 
they mi«hievously broke down a part of my meriiHan mVk 
seeing which, 1 sent a can>euUr, attended by a murine, to repair 
.t, and went myself to insix>ct its laing again sert up The 
native were collate,! round it, evidently in expectation of my 
knag angry, and awaiuxi my approacli. IJj,,.,, „.y coming near^ 

I .showtxl them that I was much displcaa-d, and ordered them 
mm tkir canoi«; wJicii one of the party, muttering a few 
words, picked up a stone from the grouml, and waK fisin.^ it 
m his sling, wkni I took the marines musket, and pms,„t«'l it' 
at liim, iip,n whidi tlie whole tiwk to their kvi.s; the principal 
uHculer and another nto along ih,^ Waeh, and the rest to tlleir 
cm,K>s. I ixnilAjl^:,erist tl«f opportunity of hating then, know 
w(W|,rejf»«|# f«r*^^ by tiring over the heads of tlw two 

Thei^ 4 ^mu^ 

look-out, expx^tins some 


_ x WtKlsreing four or five 
•* Indwn* running along the 
a iHMtt, and pulled towards the canoes, which 


fniiiiis w 
‘HIUX'S 
•>^‘aclK \w 

tvu.A } 7 Tr "■ me canoes, wtiicf 

ttt him as Ite an. 

Ciia airnir ntan3ll^ <d^in M thr mjiwitnrt, anti 
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j^thering up their effects, they hurriedi intavthimr iBanues, «od 
joiti^ the ottiera, who «1] padUled round Fe^t St; Ahtm. 'Flie 
nie9%< however, landed there, and; tmfeted 

with slings, siieam, and bows> ready to di(^|^'.lhenu!elves, 
and, by their gestures, defying us to land.' No'idtentkH^pTts 
paid to them, and, after a short time, they ■ wen^ovae thaWU 
to the coves on the north side of the point As we had no>v 
openly quarrelletl, I thought it lM>tter that tiliey sliould keej> 
at a distance ; and tht^refore, taking two boats, pulled round 
the point, to tell them to go five miles farther, to Rocky Bay ; 
but the canoes were already beatrhed, and the women liad taken 
up tlieir quarters. As we approached, tlie hills echoed with the 
.screanus of the women and the sluHitsof the men t all of wbtmi, 
stark naked, armotl, ami tlaulxd with white paint, tlujir fioads 
Is-iiig stuck full of white teathcr.*, hastened down to the ptitK 
»*f the bay. The place, from its nature, offered a goixl deli tu c. 
an the beach was lined by large rocks, liehim! whicii they could 
ccmceal tlufmstdvcs from fair view, and yet assail us with stones 
When witlun a fewyartis t>f the beach, we heUI a jiarlev — th. 
objfiet <»f which was, that they should go farther to the iiorfii- 
wml; to this tliev vociferously ri'plhd, by desiring ns to i(‘;n> 
them. Seeiog there was no chance of enforcing our diinahd. 
without shedding liluod, 1 ortWed the boats away ; anti on g. '. 
ting about « niuskeUsltot from die headi, one of the Fnegiaii’. 
threw a stone, which fell close to ms. lu an imtant, every 'iiie 
of iliem was coticealetl behtml the rocks; but we retumtd Huir 
fire. Olid another large stottc fidl withhi two feet of the Ism' 
A iseceaid nnisfeet was fiml, and anotlMW stpne was letumcd, wu i i 
equal ihmskm. Aftet the intorduuige of slew more stones i>>! 
buife't^ they cjii ^ tlintwi^ than, aad weteUit^l on honi 
it w*w very unlikf^y that my vi ms shot iw>fe «(R«t ; for « 
were at a longdistance^ and euuldoaly oaetitatr heads alx» c ilu 
■incks. F<wtim*i^y,fanf:of 

vipige fmongh ^to have atoaed’»:«eym 'Itds astonidd!!.:.. 

s'm^vmrnAy tbey.'.thiww i^||^~’>i&|^ii'Wfaat a dishmo 
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five or hix tuitivcs wera aoen crouiciniig 
didiWB atnemg oh hill ov«t ottr ^atering-welU 

Wilting to go for water ; probably with the inten- 

Umi of aasaiiiQg ihoni, fur it appeared Afterwards tliat their 
siinKR and bows were in readiness. To rfiotr them tliey were 
iidmtrt of our reaeh, I caused a six-|Knmd fiwt to he fired 
over (heir heeds, which, as it went hight above them, made no 
impression^, The gun w(w then pnnted lower, and another 
iuefl’ectual shot fired. A thirrl, liowev«T, fell close to thejii, 
uhen tb«y jumped up, sh<a»k their mantles in the air, with 
tiie most violent gestures, and, uppanmtly in a furious rage, 
scampered off; hut the last man, Iwfoix^ he disap^jeand, 
threw an immense .stone, which did ni>t reach oik; qu.arterof the 
distance. • 

IVc saw nothing more of the ri.ativ«’s until the evening, when 
Lieutenant Mitchell, who went to look for tliein, found they 
i*ad moved away to Kocky Bay, where they had encamp-d 
on the open Iwacfa. The fR'xt day, I setit him to endeavour to 
niaKc jx'ace, which he very easily dfeen’d, by the interchtmgc' 
of n few trifles. 

After this we had' much laid weather, during which nu«t of 
the Smliims kept close to their wigwams; but a few occa.skataUy 
nMiiiniiriicAted with out wateriftg party, quite iKHueahiy, as if 
netliing had hgppctMrib A day or two after, the wmtlier im- 
provtsl, and tbo disptrsisj, for want of focHl. 

some goiog^lo flho Jtwjrtbiiwd but the greater part ak>ng shon- 
u> the soutbtrikrd, Tboie people pmnted upwards to tb' sky. 
Alien they w«»e gohlg away, n^MdUng the word * Pecheray.’ 

'J his was iM vidt the wretched Fuegian.s. 

Naturally th«^ are diso ever intent 

df {nawiahatflitt^^^a^ mtraining them. 
VViakly-matmei ihi^^ Strait sliouid 

iitways av(Hd4lti^:||,-|^ fior unless they are 

given what they OAtd, fifty tijt lu atcel it, imd any conwc^udlt 
punithtkM'nt qiuittcl. Their eunduct, and 

wvilc bearing, |H«t leeiag {bem, gave theot m ap- 

IHaratne of addle. i« 





are tl«» very reverse. Had 
o(icM<m> I attt tliftok sh^ld hiiv^e^^ e^^ 
withijut receiving soriie. acverfe contttilf^s ati^ws, 

M^ich they sling rrith stidh extraordinaiy pecSiipi^i^ 
so inucli so, that I c^mder the tiing, in th^ dkfrMKtns^nds, 
to be equal to a nriiakot in ours. Indeed, #iUi riUmy qf sif, » 
native would lutve bad the advantage; It has been tin much 
the JJractice, when ohligwl to fire upon theiii, to fir|over tlieir 
heads ; by which proceeding the savages «re led ^io Consider 
our weaprias as so anoertoin in tbar effect, that they become 
much depreciated in thesr estimation. It wvndd be himbst pre- 
feR»l»le to inflict a .sligm wonmd, in onlCr to show the nature? of 
ouranxn^ and as a warning against further hoittilities. 

When the Uxbridge,' sealer, was at anchor in a harbour in 
the Magdalen Channel, sonic Indians^ who were on board, 
angry at bnng ordered out of the vessel at sunset, threw atone,; 
at tlie person who was walking the deck, as they retiimcd to 
the idiore. Several muskets were fired over their hends, at 
which tlicj express^! neither fear nor concern ; but pa<ldl«l 
leisurely a«ay, and the ncxt oioniiiig caiae off again to the 
vessel, M* if nothing had happened. At Port Famine, l>uelo, 
Guyot had a skinuidi with natives, the particulars of whicli 
are deacrihed in Dom Pemetty’s History (ihfffiS). Time of 
the libdians wrte kiUcti, and ihweof the Flrtidh were severely 
wotindod. It maybe bore remaidted, that IhC chief s name, 
aeerarding to 51 , HiKdos Guyot, wit PaeJldM^di,' which is 
nrt tmiikc ♦ Pediway tim wmn^^ ♦Cap, rap. 

paobaHy t cab;* sflych evidently mean 

‘ Ik), Wf dktf wi» ah 

wat nct'cr tmitiiitehbd^'';^h^’ 
by- the theft of 

.:(^142). ‘ ; i- - 

. -"Tbe ■alMiefKk''of *^’‘**“ “ 

; and ainimg odiiSr pltcttS'Wa 

Bay, <m Kwai^offehmvrly 

I Jiv a iiioat akkopiug.taadife.^ ^^ 

(£& waa very ?||^fance of a 






From Bocky 
stran^ saB,. wUi<^|>y hair moveiaent»a we 
the B^le ; 1 rc^rned^ there&n^, and sent 
out to her- She airnTed in t^i evenings bat 
proT^ to he a. ship , belonging to the Hudsoa jBay Gompaoy, 
cali^ Bie Ijittyad, bound to the CcdumlHa and loat from 

the FcdMend lalands. She came to wait Ibr Mr. Low, of the 
Adenia* who bad {fomised to pilot her through the Magdalen 
Cltann^ The Adieona twrivcd on the 8d of May ; and the 
followit^ day, to our great joy, the Adelaide hove in dght : 
and bei(^ becalmed, was towed to an anchmrage. 

Tl«s result of her cruise proved to be very iataieedng, 
although no communication h^ been discovered between 
‘ Ancon sin Salida,' and the Skyring Water. The only loss they 
had sustained • as, however, a severe one; Mr. Alexander Millar 
imving died of inflammation in the Ixtwels- Tlie dead) of this 
promising young man threw a damp over the hapiMneM we felt 
at meeting again, after having so nearly ooinpktcd this long 
and tedious voyi^. 

We had, for apine days, been gating ready fur «ea, mid now 
hastened to coniplete our preparatioas. The Dryad, after re- 
ceiving some assistance ftom us, sailed in ivim^iany with the 
Adcuna, and paaaad out to the Pacific, by going through the 
Magiiahm CbawneS. Tim di^ i^«rwards we took our final de- 
))arture--c(aaaed the Magdalena Island, 
in foe fathoms, ai^i^ p^dly, and passed Gr^oiy Bay 
at noon. Beelog i» of Patagonians, at 

least a hundr^ in;j|iiia^»::^^ i aasm bM M the .unial place of 
conmmnicatk|t* ^ in our favour, 

^d we. w« omw 

tinued^on mudi..morti> 

fled and diss|^pn&iil«d$ were ddiglited by 

avoiding ;Wiri)ianred our oojours to timin, 

M I dan wy was not very well {deaaed 

nith my want of etslliMgr by so old aa acquaintaa^s 

•TUjww, 

VOUI. 


:4tf tbs Oaolofical Sorietj. 
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mtheiut a>8Alutation; or, what die oby^d iio^ 
’pr^ats aa she had always received when we anchored. ' - 

Just before enterii^ tlw.’Fiiat Narrow, we passed through a 
furious ‘ tide>iace,' whkii hroke over the Addiu^ and not a 
little impeded her piogress. No accident, however, was; the 
consequence i and a rapnd tide, running |lt tl^e leastj^pha^ 
knots an hour, swept, ns throng the Narrow, aiid roahd Ihe 
reef off Cape Orange : after %hich we pmoee^ iapidlyi and 
founded Cape Vii^g^s at ten p.m., not a little elated by leaving 
behind us, with no expectation of ever seehig it v^ain, the 
famous Strait of Mai^ihaens. 

Oar voyage to Monte Video was rather long ; but we ^Uycd 
there only to water the sh^, in the usual place, off Cape Jc!su 
Maria, and then proceeded to Bio de Juveiro, whme we 
awaited the arrival of the Beagle. Our anxiety for bar safety, 
during so hazardous a survey as tlutt of the sea>coasts of Tierra 
del Fuego, was soon removed, hy liearing that she had tnuelun) 
at Monte Video ; and, <mi the 2<J of August, our consort was 
seen entering the harbour ; when we were delighted by find- 
ing all well on lioard, and the little vessel quite ready for sea, 
having refitted <»i tier {lassage. 
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iMt cruise— Port Otway — S bii QoiAtinr^^erine Islands — 
t^lciiown irirer or passage — Son Tadea— IstjUMUS of Ofiini— Snn 
B^l(SH^l—8atfertng8 and route ofthoWagw’a party— Ghexmel’s Mouth 
Cheap— Etliatt — HamUteh— Campbeli— ladian Cacique— 
Paaaage of the i J^eeeebo— Osoriei^Xavier Island — Jesuit Sound — 
KiHceV report— IKlght tides— Guaianeco Islands — Site of the Wager’s 
wreck-^Buikeley and Cummings — -Specd^en Bay — Indigeimus wild 
potato— Meaier Channel— Fatal Bay — Death of Mr. Millar — Fallos 
Channel— Lieutenant Skyring’a illuesa —English Narrow — Fish— 
\Fig#ams — I ndians— Level Bay— Bmao Ancho— Eyre Sound— Seal 
—leebergo— Walker Bay— Nature of the country — Ilabita of the 
natives — Scarcity of population. 'i 

I wn,L now rdatc the principal mcidohte of the Adelaide’s 
last cruise. The fellowit^ contain extracts from Lien- 

fcnant Skyring’s jouni^y and also notices obtained from cdher 
.sfftiroes. • 

The Adela^sailedfromChilde on the 8th of December 1829, 
made Cape Tres* Montes on the 14th, and ancborell in Port 
Otway the Same evening. Of this place Lieutenant Skyribg 
writ(>a.: Gootl anchorage, wood, water, and shell-tisit ($udi 

as muscles and clams). Port Otway affords : but no more. 
Kxceptiiig in tme or two sao^ bights, a landing is hardly to 
be cf^tetedt ^talking aimfigsbpre is impossiWe, and it is scarcely 
practi<^h3e to antar the country, the land being so thickly 
wooded, ittm the munmits of the bills down to the water-side. 
No soil is tol^ dibcovared ; the riirubs, add even the which 

are of large tito out of moss, at dectanposed vegetable 

substance. tomato is eery wet ; none but amphifabus 
anin^als wem aeto, haktoeals were ndmerous. 

There Vete veary few excepring tu^^ and 

not a toaoe of ; ISdeed, <1 do not believe Indians 

ever go tbiere«^|tliei3@^^ channels; as ap^f 

W been ifacrestouts, see ..ByAei^V 

eceount c^'tto the Wi^r. ■ 1 
that cia^jMe platoi^ «r eliwe to, Pori (Hway.-rR. F. 



wMch, mme artifeles lelfi bjr the Beagte, !a A'-tOai^ttiiinM 
were found by us udtbttdbid>’’ ' During 
stay at Port Otway, tbb openings on the east side of Il biip n ei*' 
Sound were exploit' yet they peoeed to be tndy'siMi^'liiA^ 
Mr. Kirice examined some, whibh appeeifed to:^«HBnai^ 
with San Qiiintin Sound; but found them ‘to bd'nierely dhttn* 


nels dividing the group of the Marine Islandi^**;tii(<bepting' the 
most southern, which w the edfinnoe oi NdtrifOaQ fbW, a deep 
bight, without anchorage, but abounding with bidj^Oeal. 

From Byron's Narrative H WOulli app^, timt thote is a 
channel somewhere’ beteabouts oonintuaicatiie^ with the Gulf 
of Sail Rafael, to the east of the'Peniiisuhi of Tree Montes ; 


for the Indian gtiide wanted to conduct the Wagei'b barge 
through it, but Was prevented by the rtriiai^h of the cuirant. 

Tlie Adelaide sail(^ from Port Otway on the 18th, and the 
same evening reached San Qnintiit‘ Sound, anchoring opposite 
an opening northward of Dead-tree Island, that proved to W 
the mouth of the River San Tadeo, by wliich Byrmt and his 
unfortunate companions effected their escape to Ohiloe. 

The sufferings of this party; which are so affeclittgly described 
in Byron's narrative of the loss of the Wager, mode so deep an 
impression on our minds, that I tliought it not irrekvaiit to the 
object of this voyage to mdeavour to trace tbdr steps. Amui^ 
the numerous iiK‘iden&* that occuned tp them, the passage 


of the * Desecho,’ or canrying-plaae over the Istlimu* crfOfqui. 
from all the ctrcumstaiM^ coiniectod with if; one of the most 
^ It may be muestbiavd, that, upem the departnm 

' (iiC»ptua Cheap, said bis riupWredeed crew, froin tiw pUuc of 
tik wre<^ (By ton's NiHiioiv^'p ^), thc^ pFnee84<d roui^ the 
siieref of the Gbtf of Pedis, wBh loif inM tvaeing the 
■ Coast Chtlde. Attempted to iiw 

Ifantes, which beadtai^ bad aeth^^ 
oflito weatberf ftora^^toeaoiitoBMMiaitoi^l^^ 

's|^reil.4o^-be;t«efHy-'''0r'' thir^;'IiN^^ -^'he wind, 

Islaatk mra to eallld, W "n^iJdaBcs *h« f""*' 
ware put Mf slHira ftom ib* i«n 
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jud^ theai' oUiged to n% 
bell^iMaiid’ t^w «U thdr p(Ovi«kHi» c^erbQ<trd ta lightea 

dl(t} billet tbc^ took refuge in a MmU opening, wiiich led to, 
a 4 ieicnii»; lwi^br, and'noct day advanced a Kttl^e farther^ till 
tbcyiieiH&lnd 8^ where |faey wet^ detained, three 

ur ':fout' d8yf ;by bad weather. ., 

Afl»r. li^#i|^ngtb^ thcy ibundan opening, into which 
they rowed» fiattabig tliemselves it would prove to be a pas- 
fiage; bt% being disappointed, they were obliged to return. 
Thist was probably the inlet, called; ‘ Channel's Mouth.’ 
Xavkw Island was the next place they went to, named by 
them Montrose Island. Byron describes this island so ex- 
actly, that there cannot be tlie least doubt of its identity. “ The 
next morning,” be, says, “ Iwing calm, we rowd out; but 
as srx)n as clear of the island, we found a great swell from the 
westwanl : we rowed to the bottom of a very large bay, which 
was to northward of us, the land very low, and we wore in 
hopes of finding some inlet througli, but did not ; so kept along 
shore to the westward. This part, whicli I take to Iw fifty 
leagues from Wager Island, is the very IwUom of the large 
bay it lies in^ Hmw was tire only passage to l)e foutkd, wliich 
(if we rould by any means have, got intbrDuitiuu of it) would 
have saved us tnut^ fruitless bdxmr. Of this passage I shall 
haveoccasitm tesny inc^herai^lbt'” — Byron’s Nar. p.'74. This 
is etidei^y Ban jHuIntiit Boupub They proceeded to the west-, 
ward and lUHTthwastb (Holloway Sound.)^ 

aid discovered .nMNdkCr bcudWd at a great distance to t^ 
westwaid(Cti^ jCiua b|^te»)ji.^^ with much 

difficulty; bdl’':)|(^bg'Una^:^^ und losing the 

imt tl^ acaiwnpniiiadlbeiibbwdcebiadi^ 

of the maipro; b^dlld, ;|f|wy bspirot^ «»d 

returned to ic their miseraUe lives, 

witlKHit . .the - aaeiiig booie, . rTbis 

experUtiao occup|ed^;tvf4 ipant^ dturittg whidi they jiv)^ 
principally , upo^ ‘ .bpt st>fn<^|»-' 

l>as8cdwbo]e dai^iilb£i^ ewng any(^i% at.idl. While 8%- 



‘ '~m^ atwdntj'' some ltidii«$i''liiiMl^vi8l^^^^ 

'Ibetiii^t' afier-. ^teii^tebam, iiiej'«mycd m misimMiSill^^Bei’ 

ctmoe^ ’ Among tiim ’was ~«it ^Indian 

tribe, «bo-UTe 4 a tfaeiid^iNWbw)d 

that a repeat M the wreck had ]«ached tiimti ’piaiee^iai^^ 

I tiiis Ca^i^ne, atai another liu}iii^ hiui oonee'to^^^^^ 
advent^ from'it. As thfe Clique efadteSiaHdffe^ 

Mr. Elliot, made himsc^ so liw utsdeasioad^^^ M ktlow 

that they wiriied to rei^‘ eomeof the Apsodsh ettillMilMBta i iiid 
eventually bargritied to give him-lhe barge,: and eyerytbing:la 
it, if lie would ecmduct diein to CbihSe. The pnty consisted of 
' Captdn Cheep {4 Mr* ElHot, tiba stirgecn ; Mtv GmqpbeU, Mr. 
Hamilton, and Mr. Hyroo, midshipmnai ; and right ffici^ ho. 
sides the two Indians; in all fif^n. >The first night they 
slept on an island, and the next laid upon their oats, to the 
westward of Montrose Island, not bring able to land. 

They then {mllod, “ to the bottom of a great bay, where tlie 
Indian guide had left his fimiily, a wife and two childrm.'' 
There they staid two or dute days; after which, taking on 
board the family, they pnooe«led to a river, ** the stream of 
whidi,” Byron says, “ was so rapid, tliat after oar utmost 
efi«wts» from morning to evening, we gained little upon the 
current ; and,at last, were obhgiri to deritf from out attempts, 
and retimi.'' 


This Was jmibitbly a river, or riwnnri, to the westward of San 
Quintin Sound, which ritided our search ; rind, if st^ it must 
obonminicato witii' chanoris itorth>eaitwaid ot^ 
of Tree Mtmtes. The Indkns, anxious to get the barge to dw 
Chooos, had no other way to cffiMst &rir pmpoito4 f<w^iie usual 
route was over, the ‘ Hweriio i* W ihwi wh^ necessary 

to take a boat m 


Forc- 


over a high OKiiiiitailit -- ■ - 

Afrer losing ^ huge, 
i^diisy’^'ihaiiltng mam-^o^Hr-a I 

0 iB Qa^ Smmdf 



^^.^^ii43iHit:^&r«t''tO'>tiie' oastwofd, 'sod f^kssk ^ 
toipi|ljplllM»apd.’" Thm tfa^'landedy-took tfa^ canoes to {ueoesy 
asl^'lilialeid tiieiB oiver ^ istkm^ l tibien {mtting theni toge- 
tbev ne^mnbarked* and |M!d(»eded' through the Chooae 
AOBhipeh^ to Oiul6& - C s . ; 

Whw at Childe, I saw aa did tnaoy Pedrp Oso^dglvho had , 
beeai'in totei^the last mission^y TojnigtiB a#dlT78), 

to die GdWteeo li^ds; where the Wiiger wi8:vreek«d. He 
related to to* the particulars of these Vof a^B> and gave liio an 
acooiiat' of the ‘ Pesecho)' over which the missionaries 
ported their {Bxagua& He also remcmhensd Byron and his 
ootnpanionB; and described, them by the following nan^ i-r* 
Don David (Captain David Cheap) ; Don J uan (John Byron) ; 
Ilaiherton (Hamilton) ; aad Plasta. The name Plasta is not 
once mentioned in Byron’s Narrative; but on referring to 
Bulkdey'a and Cumming's account, one Plastow is describ^ as 
the captain’s servant ; and pa'baps he was one of the number 
who remained with Captain Cheap. (») Pedro (Isorio must have 
beoa upwards of ninety years of age, in 1829.(o) A detailed 
account of these voyages isgiveu in Agvieros's Historical Descrip- 
tion of the province of Chiide, p. iiOa. 

Captain Stokes's * Dead-tree Iidand,' in the entrance «f San 
Estevaii Gulf, is near the ‘Cirujano Island ’ (Surgeon IslaDd) of 
those s'uyagto. Pedro Chiorio told we that it was so called, 
liw'mise the souq^eon of lire Wager died tliere. 'From llyron's 
Narrative ;lt would appear, that the surgeon died, and was 
buriedj, jwd beforo they embarked to cress the sound. — -See 
Byron,. pi 14T. ■ 

As the toambtotiott of. ^ Biviir Ban Tadeo, mid the dis^ 
coveiy Ike f |l B eo i d te,liferBacd aptofeof Idententmt Skyrisg's 
instru^tiohi^i hje ptooeeded up it,, . iii*phal«4K»t, acecaapauietl 
by Mr. Hiffc*; of the river is bloeked up by a 

bar be 

n^rly i% ; nad fatodka upon its whdi|i^lbtgth, 

joilring^the, to 



miS^dmmdf «ad^ «ccx^ Aw wwrtbw^-iiji^S B ii^ ^ 

' ' ^'At' its ' ^nxmthv dw'-' bren^^'ii'' d)wit':‘« 

Ibuttvrjiibin the eottshoe it iiMa«aa(M Aovt A«tHmw 
three miles it is th|!m hutidred ytutb^ 

^ Aiidly dpunishes. The ilMreit jne^^ 

«nd the country, on ^h si<^, is low mid miiai^ 
ing with bratitgees^ t and snipe. ' ' 

The land, near theii^th trf lieer^ it et^^ dead 
trees (a species of iahout twenty feet high), wh^ n^pear 
to have been Mled hy the sea overflowing thel»ohs;(h) as it 
does at high-water for several mileh 
Three miles from the entrance thk riv« tfivides into two 


branehes, one leading N.W., ai#ihe oAer eastward. Con- 
stdeiing tte latter, irom Byron^s deieriptioii, - to be the proper 
course, L^tenaht Skyring followed it. At nine miks from 
the mouth, a stremn was found falling into Uw river fimn the 
north, in every rnqpect diflering from the prinej^ stream ; the 
watre being fredb, dark, and clear, and the current constantly 
running down, uninfluenced by the tide; while the water of 
the riyer was brackish and turbid, and a^ted Isy rim ebbing 


and flowing (if tiw tide, .althougb, at titat distaiHi% Its efl'ect 
wastmirii dimmisbed. ^ : 

The shorea n# the Black River, as this new atrttiiwas caUeii, 


are thickly wooded, whfch is not 4be caaie the principal 
stream. ITicy had entered H slwtitahmwhwd^^^^y^ 
thiKovered that theylwd left tlfoniamrivtk t but bring 
of ptuoeeding^ they Iriloired its windings^ the noMt d^, fuf 


titree ieagnes; dfii% the graat^ p^ of riinrii dwtimre, they 
Ibund a stnmg current against them, fisd riilt iiio mttrii im- 
peded by feUen trees dyi^ ib theibaf riyrt. In many 


branaies, or ptv^ectii^^nbtN^aiidr^^ji^ 

.i^critx* titan fifty yaiw,?'^ ho J*** 


lit 



teniid iSkytiag 




.l^tlimfotpe, retMnd^|cufha'rt(»|!^gi^^ 

<S>.'Or by an ssrtbriMflri'warejj'lllil' 



the- next tiro dayo. » tiro iiidko'dMVS 
tkfti, Sihe tide ccaaed to be felt; and a rapid cun^C met thes^ 
wCdoh incii^eased in strength unUttiu^ Vram unc^e to stem it ; 
and » Aey were prevented from tnudiing the bdats, by trees 
gnradi^ oil the banks* they could aa^d no farther. 

This plaoe was not more thmr eleven miles fratiiithe seat; * 
altbou^i;:|tma the tortuous course of the stremn* they had 
gone dbCillie that distance* and w^ Ihout two miles from the 
&ot of i'InDnmtahi, w river descsends. The mountain 

was vm'y hogh, and the vallies, or ravines, ware filledwitb glacim. 
Frmn Byrrtn’s description, it seems probable that Lieutenatit 
Skyring was near the carrying place; but as further delay 
could answer no good end, he very prudently returned, looking 
carefully about, as he jwoaeeded, for some signs of a landing* 
place, but without success. He re-crossed the bar, reached 
the Addaide without acchlent, and the next day w«mt on in her 
to Xavier Isitmd; On the way they passed Dead-tree Island ; 
where, observing seal on the rocks, a Iwat was sent ashore, and 
Iter crew succeeded in killing a few' sea-elephants, twenty feet 
long. 

Favoured with fine weather, they were enabled to land mi 
tlte north side of Xavier Island, to improve the fmmer survey ; 
and in the, evening anchored in Xavier Bay, where tl»y 
romainedfourdaysf during which, Jesuit Sound was explored, 
and found tdt^minite in two narrow inlets. Being a leewardly 
oftening, it is unfit fin* any vtMsdi to enter. 

The mune JisUit Sound* and those of the two inlets at tbb 
lx>ttom* Befdto and Julian^ are memorials of the misskmaritw, 
who, in die expedHhn entered and explored it.* 

(AgiieiWi,;^' 

Thii Addbhle wiK^mred tlm next tag^t in Ygnacio Bay, at 
the mvtth ^^end^^til^Xmrier falan^^ Lieufamant Skyring 

• Mr. 

^ppon itv Xavier ^ tna^n l|e ii«lkhen>i»pet nins 

high Uud, and is fsvA|)|alsk ^ ft low a ^ tbo 

iniddlc, runnit^ gfafcM|^ i)ie sim^m tekt li 







sn^l >ve«i^ : :, - 

On Slst they nndH)red.uQ4«r 
CtumiMl's Mouth ; !=‘ ptreparatwyi* Twri'bw Wwitoisanfi-Si^rJfeg, 
** to commencing new wurk iitith the newy^f^ f(^.|ia«e en^(ei<r 
^ the gulf, except while mui|iunutg the ^S^,»’7adeo« we 
IM fdjowed the Beagle's track, mid only comji^ftfld jtrhgt die 
left undnished ; biit:#mn this fJbice aU would he ni^i>; This 
was the last wild dia had takmi } and aidttni|d> ><Hkw 

fixed in the heat dtuatioa, .and in the he%ht of iiuniKe!i;, we 
found our portion almost as dangerous as hers. 

“ Early on tlie 1st of January 186K), Mr. lukke went in a 
whale-hoot to examine the openings, at the mouth of which we 
had aiuhored : he returned on thoi^dth, Itaving traced to the 
end, all which had tlie least appearance of being cliannels. Tlic 
two largest, tlie south and the east, penetrated into the t'or- 
dillera fur thirty miles. All these inlets are narrow but (K‘ep 
amts of the sea, running between ranges of very .steep hills ^ 
tlieir sides afl'ording not the least sIieUt*r,., even for a lioat, mul 
apparently deserted ; for ndthcr seal, nor birds of any kind 
were seen, nor were tiiere even muscles on the rocks." 

Mr, Kirke, in, his report, says ; “ The three uortheriiinost of 
th& inlets of the Chaitncra Mouth end with high land <mi tacli 
dde, and low sandy beschea at the head, bey(U>d r%bich tlu^rc 


rises a ridge of high nHamtainSi, about two miles from tl>c 

beach. Tbe S.E. inlets end in rivers nidui^dawn froiu the 

tnountains, and a rocky ehore : not the mtalW slidter coulil 

i find, even fiiflr tins ho^ Two days and iu|^ts 1 was fiirmi 

to keep tusr hauled ixp on a ruck,.just ahuve higb^irater ttiark, 

in k strong gal^ while the.williwaws wsg* mi 

were ail to add. ditr Weight to ;die. to prt'- 

vent her fomn heing hiown c^: and twii^iaa w'arii wa^ out 

of our restsQg-places,. on thd. beoefe^ hj 

abiont fif^' er jisixbii{P';iti||Hii.a^^ ' . 

' yihi* in' hy:,^l^^pj^|iM[acMo 

jraihy'wbbni Mouti» 

It 'ii by no. iiBH^daacriptivc of 



■ ' ■. -.i;/* -l’ • ■ 


IHHANXEI,. -!jfl 8 i 

Wi «ji jSkjniito 

5 in tlfjft nMOe i»ntilti nnt noMn^ «iy imdi 


retunn^d, bod weatha- set in, 

^dtss::ru.i?r!^^ '«■ 

** JflW^ 19th,’’ L'ieutoiMit Skyrittg writes,* « with nn^ 

^ we Channd’s Mouth, 

oiiaj islflsmitig for the Guaimieco Ididnd^ ffi^sed those f A ^ 

« O^wkW. .,d ito n.«„lm4 ..^ «™«1 «L .Ss,' 

ind An^XtniBay, we dWngjished llie MeaerChaniii 
™d «.ald «c leag^ dom. i,. The e»t,»K» rf 
Meacw ehaajri n eery roparkable, fna, h.«ing tm> hirh and 
..ngul«- peaka ™ ,|„ j,|»d, a, i,. „a,a,h : n™,b^^ 

very mnch .^bl,ag (d.b„„g|, higher ,ha„) Neh»„-a„^ 
meat, iwt Stl*lt 4 „d the otl,et, ,„ ,he «»,th«rt, 
mnch la^, n*„,blmg , ehureh with « cupola, i„«„J 

of a apm. Both an; eaaly made out from the wettward at 
a distance of twenty or thirty miles. ’ 

“ We reacbecl the Guaiancco Islands in the afternoon. The 

of whit* wyichoiwd, in ten fathom., h, o .,»eio». and ««om 
hanii, wW* piTOod to be Speedwell Bay of Buikdey and 
C uminny j t^ hart. ,e„ „„„ ^ 

naoumitloB of Bieooaat waa p„m«l, I wnighi to aawrtain tho 

- not a of tlii^ HUfmA y^m mm in mw our 

•^xcursKma.^ of the boat lo^ ^ the B«ife h»t 

^ *»iWn« mow that txnOd lei^ to 
Im«« oooim,! neariheie islmds. 
% Wager’s wmJti in Bulkeley 






‘ Bidng well supplied with powder chd inhall dfo^ di^pei^i' 

. ^epVided themsdves pleAtifully, duriiijg' our Stay if dpeed^^W)!} 
with a variety of 

diags, Ohd th^ jys rourie#^^^[i^'pIicrrei‘t hod Uioariiehs 
wtye also met Vrith, tmd 

but, as w’e faad no th<^ escaped, ^ith hoofcs ahd 

liiies' our dshermffl had no vluelt f thO baits iwerh iib isbne^ 
tbh botfom, than thity taken away, and a- day dr 
two the cause of tbeif Ibis was but b^g acd^ 

dtaitally ascertaiiibd, snwdl trap.^ts vrths hi*^ iod great 
numbers of crabs were taken, fd^ptr a pound each 

** In almost every bay We tiotiieed tMe potatoj growing amottg" 
wild cel»y, cldse above ldgfa<^water mark ; but in so unfat*our- 
able a rituation, choked by Other ve^taWes, Its produce was 
very small. 

“ The trees are not of large growth in these islands, neither 
is the land thickly wooded ; but above the })earih, and almost 
round the coast, there is a breast-work of jungle and under- 
wood, from fifty to erne hiindred yards broad, and nearly im- 
penetrable ; beyond which is a great extent <tf dear, but low 
and Swampy ground. 

** On the Sdth, we left this port, and ran to the 8 .E., through 
what I have named Itundl^'s Passage. - This 8 tns^:':dianocl, 
where the isldmds ai^roiich each olhw, is about a tjUlarter of a 
mile twde, perfectly dear in the Whde extetit, and also at its 
southern eUfraiioe^ but at the northern tlMrearetiuuiy detached 
rocks, whk^ ara uhatacles to enteric; Speedwell Bay, accept 
iif Bounding the idets, at the t^. extreme of 

Bjnim Islands, we awdiari^ in Musdb Bty| whldi lies on 
dm nmthein dde t by no means a secure '{dai»,^ th<' 
(Mtly one that could be found, Ity the bditl,^ al^ 
srtuidt. I teladad this dtuatkin in drdd^ to 

the'^'Pal^ ' (^aiind,''‘^'alid'; (^■■whete?tni^Hhe!'trfi^#«^ 

\idikh waa^dmwu^^eiwn^ Kirkc 

tUayed^n thw coilMM -Uf their 



oft il^d»ru8iyi(i^).^0n-^^t^ me. siulpdf and 

d^ Meaer Cbannd,:^a^ a sqoaU npt’n baj^ 

the didj stopping-place w^ could; perceive ; which, frpm the 
lUsa we sustained diortly after our a^T^* wa» called Fatal 
Bay. - It is insecure, and the anclK^nige ground conhned : the 
only convotience was, that wood luid frealKwater wer% 
near. During our stay we had much rain, whmh retarded u$. 
Mr. Kh'he wmt away in a boat, whenever the weather per- 
mitted, and, on the 8th, we sailed fw an anchorage, about ten 
miles to. the soutliward, where he had previously been ; but a 
sad event happened Itefore our departure. 

“ On the afternoon of the 3d, we had the misfortune to lose 
Mr. Alextmder Millar, who died in consequence of a severe 
attack of inflammation, of the bowdis, which ciurried him off, 
after an illness of only three days. 

“ On Thursday afternoon he was buried, close to the dion‘, 
new the anchorage, and just within the etlge of tlic wood. 

“ That our progresi! had be»;n so slow iiuring the last month, 
was a great disappointment ; but we had had many causes of 
detention. All the early part of January the weatlier was 
•stormy: eighteen days we were anchored within llie Channel's 
Muulb j yet during two only could our boats leave the vessel. 

“ A.m(»g the Guaianeco islands we had moderate weather, 
but al«> wet : still the chief catisc of our d<day , I fear, was 
Tny own illness. From the beginning of January, I hod been 
coiitiiH'd to my bed, with a tedious and <d}stinatc disease ; and 
from that ^le m(»t of the angles were takei), and all the 
observations were ntade, byMr.Kirke, wliowa!>everexceedu)gly 
wiUing an4^iu^!tifi|M%eble. : After the lu^txf Mr. Millar, not 
only almost thu , w.|K}Ie i^uty of surveying fell upon him, but 
much pf *Jbd-duty the^- 

“ Atimpo this day (8th), we |^^ in Island Harbmir, a 
small batimMselleot Ims^oched aachowige, widtt good bidding 

fi:) i)i[a^'.i^h#'ofi^'"^W,X{etilriiant '5kyring'wBji'Si^ be 

wu saUUe hi h|ire lii Adi^id4#;'satldbir a wontb bw ws* csmiald mbed. 

His (hfiSitflig' tso. 

»Uttctin j ♦bstwSAih'F..^ : ^ 



' MKIIBS -AMB 

gcea^, «nd (ftbuncbmcettf wtwd diidiMrteKr 
%ys, Mr. Kirke was away axamiidng ^ eeaat ; itjhe tliiwf^ 
were cotifin^ by; bad weatho’; aa)d^b>&ed> dc^ag whole 
eimtniiaance ^ tlds plaice, we bod very ^ , ' 

« We sailed ed^y on the iSth from Idaad Harbbiir, aad 
by n»cbed Waterfall Bay, an mieh<»iige about dfrOen 
iniles to the southward : the wind all day was iight> and the 
tide, the greater part cif thi thn^ iigainst m; 
ereiy exertimi, we scarbely gidhedt anchoring gjKnii^ 
was quite dark : the str^gth of the tide waa upward ofa mile 
an hour, at neap-tides; the ebb and Aood were <d equal duration, 
the fwmer nmnbg to the S. b.E.| tbe latter N. ltW. Thirty 
miles whiun the l^esier Channel it is ad wide aa at themtrance, 
and for sereral miles to the southward appears clear : so that 
no one is liable thus far to inistidce its course. 

“ The land on die west side appears to be a number of large 
islands, with Itere and tturewide passages leading to die S.W'., 
rendering it probable that tlwre are many (although not direct) 
ctHnniunicaticms between the Meskr and the Fi^os Channels. 
Our andiorages woe chiefly on the eastern sliore, that the 
openit^ on that ride might be more readily examined ; but all 
which af^ieared to run far inland were found to be merely 
narrow ml^, or wunds ending abruptly. On each side the 
land is Inlly, but not high ; and this distinguisbes die MesW 
Chaiuiel from mmiy others, whose riimres for mitto are funned 
by rai^^ of steep-sided mountains. Biere^ Jn many places, 
there is mtich low land, wiiidi is generally thioidy wo^ed, yet 
with no gmter variety of trees tlum is to macwlth in the Strait 
of Mi^pJiiMens. The becdi, Imdi, pine, (Ogl^ypaeM^ W interV 
borhi tmd a iuod' of red-wood, form ihe r b^^ none 
Were observed that could be at idl acarvlpeilbie finr the larger 
'Opareof a'-via»db’' 

(IBtfa). Bay^ai^irid^sili^; b^ 

]Ehiy^.,aMdi' Keif 

.■•'A*;.- • 4 ■■■ •.'.as ‘-w.. u .. a . t 






Mich^age^i^^ wiirwaiBB. but 

•8 yet had not met with any nati^ee 

»m»l*r rf «rt i »d, mm* iteUSi f" 

!!!!.y,‘T ? ‘^^‘«g°°i‘. °ff'^ 

JS’ -u! '«'-i^A «,^ 

al^t ten m,]** to the southward the appearmwe of the 

channeled ^jy. sailingTSolZ 

neeted and, of moderate height, we were conLl Ixlwo^^ 
inountoinoua ndgea* At noon we were obliged to anchor in 
Halt Bay, no <^rang aj^iearing to the right or kfu and bein/r 

skirted by several low islands, among ahich oS only Z 
of raoeeeding seemed to He. This day and the nit Mr 

; found Z 

mid noticed the we .sailed ihrough on the aSd, and gave 

ie dd^l^h »®8 a««l 4iv 

c«te, dn^rfo^^by ttiaods; and in three places, where the 
jhores app^ each other, thedistance acn«« » l«s than C 
hundml ynids, yet with a fair wind and slack tide, there h no 
l.«»wd jn^ynsp^ In dm afternoon, we moored « 

* spacious anch<.ra«e near the 

id thed^ gl^ler equal thwmgh^ 

was amaog opj^ ^ mtaeiam 

. «wi«ld wbm appew^mlwaelwawl 

Sis^sss*'—*; 

« I todfesdon of «mli aa ooenina 

^ >^v-' ■ s . .•■ ■ . /■- • ; .•■ ' ■'■ ' 








abundant supply tni^^t be Hi^daed.'^ /'^ - ’-.v / , ; 

;*« The woodland eaatvafd ctf^our mubonge had «eiy,rea^ly 
hem <m fire, and the confiaKn^doiK jnuflchftt'e^"^ 
md VC17 destructive; f<ar,^rougbou(it «|Mipf or tirehre 

tniles along shore, 'all the li^ h>td:£M^ tha dii^ 

trunks of the lerg^ <aes alone ntoMuiuiig. ^^e left 
0(1 the morning of the 95 th» and parsed 
dians; but they pulled to the shtnf^ and nua|||^|dMr|Wj^^ 
therefore; siime ftiey avcaded us, and we had a w 
did not seek their acquaintance. We had noticed traoesdf them 
in the nei^bourhood of the l^arrow, on (wdk ndo bf whic^ 
many wigwams, that had been leOetiU^ bmtqiicd, won seen. 

** For the next ten or twelve miles we went through a fine 
reach, whose shores were low, and whose cfaaandl was inter^rsed 
with several islands, afibrding probably excellent anehorages ; 
but to the southward the hiBs became mt»e steep, «ad^ except 
in the ravines, were destitute of vegetation., ikt-four or five 
leagues to the E.S-E., beyond the English Karrow, an opening, 
apparently a channel, presented itself, and the reach in whicit 
we were sailing seemed to end. Doubtful wiuidi course to fob 
tow, we andiored the vettel in Rocky B^t, md despatched 
the boons to examine both {mmagpa, Thafei<to tbc E.S.E. 
was found to run direct nearly, ten niilm, and tq omttmuhicste 


with 8 fine char channel, trmdifig to the S.S. wbicb provai 
afterwaidstbbo the Wide Channel (Braao AB(^i^,(dSbnniento. 
At Ibe junction, a opndderable aim mtmddd N,NJB., 
sqnwimtty A cmtinuatiun of the Wide C%aiai^ 


On Mr. Kirke's mtura..f^^ exiunin^§0e'^|i^^ in 
which we were w^pg, 1 imimt tbm 

about five milesf south wmd of that 

iberc. tlm sbofea iqiproacbod 
psistiil^ called' Bbtlett' 

j^soy milm, 'alsD.|dn8^Wl^:Clmii<^ hy 


ami.^tiimr sCiKWf^ my ,- 








»lijgi||flhi|^:<^:^ ■ '.:''v;'.;.:-'>> 

^ Geca-ge £^ce whi<^ in * 

«»%ii«sb>imter'fk ruimi%. feoin a large 

glicifer* ' The tew grouuds extrad twd 

andc^feS'^teod becomeii tegb. jBi^i]dith4::gl^ is 

a Weilntsitis, coveM with «tew, ^latdl wc hayd 

dr$t, from near White* Kd^ Cil^p, «nd agate 
sound, wft saw t^ee whak^ a 
w itad observed, aance leaving tlw Guif irf 
Petted' ll^ us to think we were near the Gulf 

Trinidndi:’ A great noinbca' of fur seal, beades two of their 
rootoeries, OF bree*ig*places, were also seen. Several ics^ergs 
were floating ouf of the .sound, some of which WCTe dafffc* 
.x>1ourad*t>;aUd upon one I found a <^aantity of rock that hall 
comeAoute'Witb it fixMolhe inountaitts. Tltere was serpettttee 
aud gramAa, speeimens of which were erdlected, and ipven to 
(>aptate Sii^. One of the bergs, which wwi lai^, was aground. 
It was nearly seven fathoms above tbe water, and bottom could 
not !« found 1^ smtndiag round it with tw«ity-one flithonia of 
line. ■ ..■■■ i . : ■ . 


« Fury ^vnla dBrninutive ; there is not riwre than .mffictmt 
.pace tet tai^atenll yeaeels ; but, the ground is good, and te 
cveiy oth^ iei|>eet it is ar secure haven. We saikd on tleStl 
of March vtldi ^^oxpeetatitat of sixib Ferogninng SMne kneten 
poinate^^lGNlE^'irrioidad'; but- as die wiiul faitefivSto uene 
obliged in %mdy Itey, hi e^d>t fldhdltaai 

“ jVb wr'|tniDo|ii|l^ to Uto souUttoM^Vthe appmranoe 
country giu^ii^y|^^( r ^ h|j !efl'; ■ the :iitBMntaioa .totalled max hu^ 
ten, famd nm^ ni^ 

su«idenly>--|^'<'4to'4hcMUa .oi4^^ beoBias ’^bdW^, 'iStd 

pFesented^;aj|plinil^^U;tiniik^||^,b^ 

and- 'id. 'soon an 

•>l«nijig -aidd^ whlBh. tMi: nmi mlea 

mlaiid, raon^lAi k^^pomk^incinn^. to afN||r''tiM'jl’aBigkt 
w explored*, ld|K ifluge'iUdiy, and 

voui, -.;■ 




OPESt 

i«|r- itt 

. we were forced to stop in ah' 

C^ft which Just served -(hhvihg'^hSr wwai^ 

until inaraing (5th), we1i|St*hat' i^^ 
flhdi a better aix^oihgei^'I^MSl dhnted 
tlK opening to the eastward wha a soohd ortli ehanhdL, 

to the southwat^ we : tipee^ ht^ thtaeft a 
^opptng>place ; b^t thdte imgi t^thesr h)ght.,il(#^:^t^ 
was posable to anchor, until we 
lies near the<mtt«tic« (^ Wide ^bitatieV this 

vc*y insecure place, that althOnj|h- 1 rwnaiiied thw itihttl&jr, to 
examine the Deighix>uriii|^ eoait^ It was too exj^oaed an 
ahch<«age for tlie vessel to Bto hosts weiv 

away''M a distance.' .,v-‘ 

**.I>i8appoiiited by hot finding s place fbr the schoo®^ near 
the opeiUBg I widted to (kplore, I was yet averse to leaving it 
unexatnined, having traced every inlet to its extrehily for 
upwards iST two hut^red' miles along the otmtinenti ' I wishe<l 
to continue so sure a mode of prooe^iiig ; and although 1 felt 
certmn that this opening tenamated like the rest, and Mr. 
Kirke hdd the same opinion, I would ^adly bavat [wevented 
any doubt by IWlowitig its course m tlte boi^ tbuW we have 
gained a sa^ ahdkwage h>r the vesset The newest hs 4 dx>ur 
that could W found was thirty tniies from the c^ung, am) 
'■^.uro^i^^ve detained lis too hmg to send the« boats such n 
oonsklcring that '-we' had'yet;;vg;“grfe*t extent oi’ 

' 'ohiik#4^tamine; (hat my'Stafa'td’JMwUh^^^ilot.p^it tiir 
totuhiet^eany very expos^ iw ■ and tlx'' 

Mr. Kirke was the o*%‘ peracm ^ 

entrusted, 1 was indued to r^tiqiiiish 
vncploring every toils end* , ‘ ^ ' 

" ■ -w-We left 

'<don' Shaft, ''ktijiptcig'idi;^ boat, 

'ttt, every tmepltegf-ib ae^^ 



could ! 
.{wactkt^ < 




wsjteh ipf ij^ ikOft' y it tcaiuiot 

kM*lxiur-'i\vyet'.-it,«'a$;.very li^u^riTerable to 
-we^ltoui Jbcw-.^Wig;^!to^i^jc^ 

, 5 hay^P^irUand Bay) of anOjpen- 

inig: «j|^;ed by Saraiieoto ‘ Ciinaj (>ent»»' and from the 

btpi^ state of the interior Wgh bod,, 1^ to btu^ine a 
cbaQi^BOlght be found there. His oo^lurion^l have tkodoubt, 
this appearand;, sliK« the view down tire open- 
h^ b #^3? blWtedi and, at the distance of three or fopr miles 
wiBditiy^^he.e&^anCe, is interrupted by sevtiral small islands. 
Mr* (Ipl^ passed between tho»e iriets, tmd frdlowed an <»pefdng 
to the upwards of eight leagues. On his return^ ho 
reportedlhat hehatl h)und a fine channel, of which the prinmpal 
entrance was the opening of Sarmiento’s ‘ Canal San Apdtos.' 

“ On the ISth, in full antici[Kit{on of nraldng some inte- 
ri*sting dwcovery, we sailed into the ‘ Canal San Amiris, ' 
anchoring in the afteriHaa* in Exjiectation Bay, where we 
romainad’until the l.5th. During that tirrre, Mr. Kirke was 
eniployed ex^nining tire different ojmiingf, and tracing this 
supposed channel farther. At his return, he s.aid that he hatl 


found a terminatiott to every ojx'ning, even to that in which 
we then w^ whkdi he had previously thought to be a ebanm;]. 
Like the ro^ it attended only to the Ixiac of the snowy Cor- 
rlillcra, aad tl^ was suddeul^r dosed by immense giad^. 

“ This iofinrmatioii caused great disappointment, aa ^ btpp. 
d ])a>^ thn^ the Cordillera, thus {we noithw^,5i^ 
now i wiH fearful we riiould l)e delay^ tiany 

nrore <ibtyfi;]|H^jf^"fou}d extricate ourselves frewu we 

then sapff^llliplig! ‘^dapaiid. We were many miles wi|t^b 
the ent|an£i|jy^;titatrdlri^^ there were no anebrnrages, imd 
the wii^ I andci^ted naueh 

labour nriblliir‘^rristiisaaiddLeffise£ owe.!, iwturn : luit the verv iMvi- 


the wii^ I andci^t^ naueh 

labour' . but the vriy next 
day we iiniiiK SQ..-|b^igi^ M UrWve a slant of fiur wind, by 
which wf e|i|idii^g||||pd^4 aeooad tipie eiiteivd CoiV- 

®®i«ioo ftwiner "•■-“^■Sripl .dKsm 


wasneandii 
^ Andmi 


Cape 

^syljkii^vover to Mad^ 



^ ..- wawki ^ '‘■■'3iiiifi^is0k 

.;''id6..]pii3%-l^ brwigto^wp'^W^^i 

; fc^ t^pre inidni^t ^e weatJw. 

^fillfli^ ns Ip strike the topn^s amlyar^i JUiii^gpiMBiBCH^ anchor^ 
aiidt of caHe. At few plaaea &>:. these diaii- 

iwfe where we b«i anchored, could we have veerpd even half a 
ca|(le. We remained J^e fcdlowiogVday, tu;^ tb^ 

weatlier bein^ moderate ran the Jijhda ^aJiroW;^ 
a. favourable tide, passed through -. ,»; i, •,'.'1 vV 

** It was my wish to have aiidhdred amooig tht^ 

southward of Cape Charles, sin<pe»that wcwld 
ntost coQvciuent. pla(» for the Atl^ai^e, while cxfOB^pil; tho 
o|)emDg beyond Chpe San Antopio; but hauling tuand (he 
htadUuid into a bay fprined by thore ida^^ 
could be gained ; and iiM {)erceivii% ipay iught at att Kkely to 
adbrd shelter, I cemtinued Qiy course for Pu«fta Bmaw^ where 
Saradento thought there Was good ancbori^^ In the^ evening, 
with the assistance of tlie boats, we moortd in Scbwmar Cove. 



Puerto Bueno, and tlie next day, Mr. Kirke went tooximiirte 
the (b^x^iig north of sau Antonio. . 

“ While we remained, a plan wax made of this port, which 
live itukTsSJi. from C8|a^Charlc« idal three, said a-half from 
Boi>duca.Idan4« dmre m steep, and witf|hp|. any inden- 
ture. To the 1)0^^, Wprd is Lear Bay,a intle in a#l^t,aih)rdit)g 
ancboiniiii^. W r^ th be chpfieii when sudi- an exed^ent liaven 
Pipirto^uimo ispear. The south extrmertf t^ hay the 
iiiwtii,pi^t.of Puerto Bueno, and a fefri||Hplh!P^y south 
of ptmait is Bossnwind Island, which pointed ; 

fadr^undres} yards of tNa, ^p^fp#l^|piiind islet, bohl 

to on every «de ; and betwemi th^ Idef « IpW {mint, a 
quarter of a mile to the 8.E., is tfaewidnilt t^apMd'to the aiirixv 


ragp Sarniiento, indoeih *f Puert.> 

Bueno. It has Both en ad oujMi fiftii depth <>t 

water throu^iOut w front nip|i|hjda S||ib^ldp|y|l^ pewitioM 

fe- ho ■ in Uw«e 



OF T»K fcoc iBC A8. Sli 


i^^|5i^rahce, imd |» ; for 

if fjol* woods, it ii* ovtf fallBn trees 

aiiti if^ wslk over ci«tf fiftt groirad^ jpltu* is 

foUild; ^' be A swamp ; «akl if yba tditiaiwl the hiQs, it is by 
cliinti^l^^^ rocks, porlaally covered with ^bgy nabte. 

** returned on the S4tbV ha^ii^'ltmnd; the 

Antonio led to the NiE., ai^ at ten miles 
fmiB 1^|i|^:^anihutticatetlAvith that caH^ the Canal San 
AnditeA^:- ■•-v _ - ■ - ■ 

** we left Schooner Cove, and ih passing do^ini 

Sartnien^^Channe) I tried, though unsuccessfully, to reconcile 
souje of fait remarks with our own observations. South of San 


Marco ap<f Sam Eucas there are two oxt<msive bays, which 
we nftcrwwds found oommunicated with an opening betwemi 
oau Mateo and San Vicente, separating the greater part of the 
t ifcsterrf slhiiSre^ of this channel from the main land. 

“ I wishod to anchor n(»r tape San Lucas, but around 
that opening no place could Ite distinguished likely to afford 
s!>d».er, the aliore in every part being bold, steep, and rocky. 
A like uniformity of otamt presented Itself as ftur as Cape San 
Mateo; but dhrtihis west ade, along both !Ei><jperanza,and Van- 
cituviT fdahdh'ii^ many bays that, are well adapted fcHr Vessels. 
Sailing, hbhneVer, under Cope San Lucas, we stood for San 
Mateo, and succiicled in anchtaing in a sinnll port, formed by 
\\\'a«el l8lian|^t;isc||||^^ enough, but. perfect^ 

wIk ii (Hiee wn%l|ii( moMk From this place the btnii in^ 
(Icfipatched. east of bur jnesent station wil td be 

traced, and Sannlsfnto ChSauiel, with the entrance 

Ixatwecn San Miteh nnd San Vicente, was to be laid down, 
’rhesc o{JFr8ftdii«t vddch'in nuliikevafe^ lair weatimr labnid not 
have oocu|^’'tfliieKiil^ before 

trmour and' alwiat obntfoua^ 

rain. ' bad' during tbr 

in Puerto M mployad. in' ^ boats had 

trndergoim oel^lg^' from 
'‘■ct and of the 



iitS cPBioas kWkks 6*f 


opting, fetween Cape San Mateo aa4' 8«m'Tlnii^ t^rna 
su^Jy to the sooth and S.b.E^ 

'for nearly thirty miles, washing the bas» 6 f 4 h^OKHH*ra wkch 
rf^esfhto it precipitously, and is closed by alo% IsthitouS, two 
infles across, dividing this inlet from Stewart Bay, ajd wer 
which Mr. Kirke passed to take the bearings ot seywaFpiOttnls 

that he recogni.setl in Collin^ood Strait. V 

“ In the prosecution of the su^ey northward of our ^chor- 
a«Tc, those passages were discovered which 

of the cast coastof Sarmknto Chmioid from the. 

ami the islands thus inside known I narned 

Sir Edward Owen,* the ehapnel of separation being calletl 

Blanche Passage. . ■ u v a* 

“One of the boats met with a canoe containing mght Indians; 

■ this was only the second that had yet Ix'en seen during our 

An interview, which two of the schooner’s m^fa ^ wiili 
the.se peijple, is so characteristic of the habits of the ^.ativ< s 
. wl.o wander in canoes, that I .add the account, as giveti by one 
of those men : ‘ When we arrived at the wigwam, tht're were 
two woirwn and five chiidren inside, a d<^n 
At our entrance, Uie children civiiit close to ori^ilac of the aig- 
wam, behind t^r mothers, who made signs for os to sit do«n 
cm the opixwite side, which we did. The women, seeing that 
we wav wet, mid meant to do them no harm, sent the tvu. 

eldest cliihlnn out to gather sticks, ^ a krgHm- ; 

cut some peces of bread from a loaf^hich had, 
and distributed them., They f ^ 

particularly the youngest,, wlueJt W»8 »uvkM^’ « ’ 

L it eat iis owndk.^ o«ef dw 

we had hem there about W ^ wl- 

„ Bome beads and ' and wt 

. 'warn, where ^ 

: -^de 




writ Xit- , ■ 
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HtMy all i^j^t wi^iLlxita* We tben gave him some bread, whkb 
he sineit, eat He oftered us some si^«-d[eplmnt 

blilblHit, flW two inches and a-half thick ; we t^wk it, and 
making signs it was not good, fluiig it on the fire. As socm as 
it began to melt, he took it from the fire, piit one part in his 
month, and holding the other drew it back again, scpu^ezing • 
out the oil with his tetith, which were nearly shut. He put the 
mme piece on the fire again, and, after an addition to it, toi> 
oftehsi>^> to mention, again sucked it. Several more piec^es were 
stjrvedpjmie'^same way, and the women and children partook of 
them. They drank large draughts of water as soon as they had 
done eating. As it grew daik at about eight oVh>ck, the man 
began to talk to the \vonu‘n alxnit our ‘ sherr(K>‘’ or boat, and 
our men, who he thought were near. They seemed to Ih^ 
alarmed, for the women shortly after Irft the wigwam, and did 
not return. They were quite naked. Tlie man t<K>k the 
youu|petft child in his arms, sejuatted down with the rest, and 
making ; sigiis tluit he Was going to sleep, btret.ched himself 
by the fire, th » children lying betwetni him ai«l the side of the 
wigwam. S^jgii afterwards another man came in, w ho stn^med 
to he alKHit twenty-two yetirs of age, younger by ten years than 
the first He had a piwe of platted grass round his 

head, in the iorm of a band. After talking smite tin*e with his 
companion, he talkeil and lauglu^<l with us, ate some bread, and 
would have eaten all we had, if we had not kept it from him. 
Me ate alxMit two jK)unds of blublxT, broiliug and squeezing 
it, as the odier had done, and drank thnv or four pinta of 
vvaUT. We c^oly one knife, which he was very fond of 
biJiTowing n^w and cut the bluhlxT, jax»ton<iiag that 

the muscle ^ells, which fie broke for the piuqwv, were not 
sharp qnougiv He examined all our clotlu's, felt our limbs 
and breastii, and would have Vll^cn f)ur clothe;^ off, if we had 
let him. He wmted a knife, continually feeling about 

u» for on% as wo know tliat we had only one. 

He opened a joweral trifles, such as 

firevstone/ a ^lorV old iniUeii, part of 





ItOTlCKS OF THE NATIVES* 


**^‘*^to midnight it wined vejiy tejd, t*» 

,.«nv^ame ^kld with «et, so ««“i 

mSe A large are; then ate some blabber, andj^d^k s^e 

more water They always carried a /awbrand wiflt thp wten 

they went out in the dark to get water, or for any 
tltev want. When they had wdl wi^ed themseti^^ 

lav’down a<-ain. The young man lay close to ns, and^wfeen 
h! vI.p^s.Hl’ we were asleep, began to search tlie mail whnhad 
the kiife, but we kept watch and he could not get it. About 
Z hourl afterwards he marie up the fire, and wen out as we 
thought, for firewood : but for no other purpose than to take 
away bushes from the side of the wigwam, that he might bare 
a el^r passa«m for what he intended to do. Keturmng, lie took 
,tp I piece of^blubber, and askeil for the knife to cut it. As 
Za is he had cut a slice, and put it on the fire, he darted 
through the iKirt of the wigwam, which ho bad w’^ciiw , 
hkc an artow. The other man seemed Ui he very much vexed, 
and thinking, perhaps, that we should do some nuschicf in 
nm^pience of the of the kiiifo, watched an ' 

when he thought we were a.sleep, to take out aU the children, 
and leave «s i|«te by ourselves. About two hou^ after, he 
f, iumeil and tmlling down dry branches, from tl» inside of 
4a >ar«, Wo l«d ». douh, U. 

younger man was at band watcliing us, and jmt at daybre.ik. 

'as «c'»fre prepwing to *>rt, h* «»»•"' “ “ 

hk face Wreaked aliwaH all over oitb black, and pretendn o 
L o2 4kr«.ger. Wkan «c a.k„i for tb. krdtr, 1« wool. 

wba. i »««.. 1».‘ t-* “r 
.lay on the grooitd, and gave tt tote* W <1^ 

taken «»■ hk bead, andbk hair «aa qmK !«>»• 

akiaa. aptanb no, -rtt-il. d« ^ ^ 

they Were in the ^abei i fo^b™ ” *2®^ ^ hir 
,»ntin w he jumped wood, mtrog*>rii#im 


riebt baud mi tlte ground, »» ' 

^ , t. ,4.4, ■ "■ '• - -i 

miiof ’ - ‘ 


t tfll we were 
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^h4R .ii*^: in- .iJie- .MoaicT' ChAOn^l we did Hot 

communicate it may lie remarked th^t in this. paas£^e» 

although befeipl^’four attd fiire lilJ^tfredi md^ extent, we 
did not meet iit^nty huma^ o strong evidence that 

these regions are very thinly inhabited, particularly when it is 
considered that we made no rapid progress, and that our boats 
tfavelsi^ through different channels, at least twh^e the distance 
ruiJfJ^'the vessel.’’ . 



Ci|APTBU[i XIX. 

Karmieuto Channel — Ancon »in SididaVCiipe. Earnest^C^ld;^^^^ 
Mountains — Termination of tho Andcar^Kirko Nairow^BasterjBa^ 
— |)isii|»poiuiuient Bay — Obstruction Sound LaBt Hopo JEnlct — 
Swans — Cools — Deer — Hiver — Lagoon — Singtilar eddiesr^l^aa^Bgo bl 
the NaiTow — Aitival at Port Fatiiine — Zooloji^ea) remarks. 


(April 1st). This mortiing the weather was very unset 
tied, scjually, an<l thick: but as no delay could lie admitted, 
when there was a |K)ssibiHty of moving, we left at eight oVlock, 
apd followed the course of Sarmiento Channel: I have no doubt 
that a passage exists eastward of Point San Gaspar, loading to 
CollingM^ood Strait, and forming an island between that point 
and Cape San Bartolotno : but with the N.W . wind and bad 
weather wo then had, that bight was loo leowardly for us to 
%Tnture into. 

‘‘ The ktiowMgc of an ojicning there could be of m givat 
impifttmwe, I Imm able to ilind'aii ancborage near Cape 

San Bartoloni^ 1 would gladly have profited by it, in ordei- 
to assure myself of the existtmee of a passage. In hauling 
roundj tlie apjiearance of the land favoiiitnl niy impression ; 
but our chief object l>eing to seek a channel tbmugh the higli 
mountains, I stcxxl toward Stewart Bay, the mOBt muthem part 
examirie<l by the lK>ats. FImling I could not anchor thane with- 
out entering the ^<1 riskingdelay, which I waa unwilling 
to do, as I wished to reach f^ate-boat Fhiy a$ mm m jkis- 


t$ble, we proce^ed and andhbliS in the evinung in 81^ 
Boads^ reacly tlwniext motlaihg;^HAviiigt 

^hole line iif ciMt, 

lamination, 

M no opeiiiir^Srithin 

iittk; iiuprove what was then 
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chart. The wither very aiKl at daylight 

the iiext mbrri&g 4^^ the N.W., but weweighetl 

attd ran to di^ iodthwaid. in the ‘ Ancon sin Salida^ of 

Satmiento the Vind suddenly shifted to the S.E., and was so 
strong that we were quite unable to lieat between Cape Earnest 
and the northern island of th^ ♦ Ai^>ni’ ’ but jmssing ronnch 
found michorage near the east end in a small bay : however, 
ai thh had moderated, and the Canal of the Moun- 
taiha was open to us, on the east side of which there appeared 
to be several secure bays, we kept under sail, and in the 
evening anchored in Le^nvard Ray, which we at first thought 
would aflbrd excellent shelter, but on reaching it found we had 
erred exceedingly. There was no time to look for another, so 
we tntx>red, and prepared for bad weather, which, as usual, 
%vas soon experienced ; luid we were kept two days without a 
jiossibility of moving, or doing any thing to make our situation 
iTKW mnire. We had heavy sqiud Is during the whole time ; 
the wind liieing generally west or W.N.W,, but at times nearly 
S. W., when more swell was thrown into the bay. 

On the Sth we got clear of this Imd and lt?ewardly 
anchorage, tlie wind bc'ing more to the N.W. ; but we had still 
^ such very squally w^eatber, with rain, that it >was a work of 
s^Ci^^liour» to l>eat to Whale-boat Bay, we moored in 

the evehibg, and prej>are l for examining tlvef coast with our 
boats, ^bodi to the east and west. Before leaving Leew^ard Bay, 
a round of an^k^ was taken from high ground north of the 
anclKwage, M was satisfactory to reflect that the ‘Ancon 
sin Salida- far more correctly than could Ihi done 

in our fcnitier Viatt. There was conatant rain and squally w^ea- 
tbet* all the nicm the latter part of the day 

could aiiy, Windk be perfonm^ the boats. On the following 
M Canal of the Mountains, 

asid 1 Vira^^again abk to awet in the Ixml 

Kir^ rig^t hand a about 

nine tmvemd it, we turru^d to 

iWhilc Narrow), 



TBSMIVATIOV ... . ' 


:f obstructed by several small Mets, abd passed^ 
bito a dear, open bay. Our prospect ;b(^ bsss^ 

t» that which for months befell^ ‘^ :faad‘ mthessOdi’ 
' North and south of us weredcep bay^ wldleto tlteeset) bptvfoen 
two points seven or eight miles apart^ our dew ^uttobi. 
structed by land, and ws were sanguine in ho|dng that had 
discovered an extensive body of wata*.- Tlk^ ifas a&b' a con* 
siderable change in the appearance of -the count^jSrMdt no 
less delighted than astonished us; for so gratifying^tt^fmMfiect 
bad not l>een seen since leaving Childe; Eastward, as, 1 said 
before, we could perceive no land; to the north-east and 
south-eastward' lay a low flat country, and the hills in the 
interior w^ere long, level ranges, similar to that near Cape 
Gregory, while behind us, in every direction westward, rose 
high rugged mountains. 1 fully believed tliat our coiuse tere- 
after would be in open water, tdong the sluares of a low coun- 
tiyV^aiid that we had taken leave of narmwstnsdts, endosed by 
snow-capped mountains: the only difficulty to !« now over- 
come was, I imagined, that of getting the vessel safely through 
the Kirke Narrow; which, hazardous as I tltougbt the pass, 
was preferable to the intricate White Narrow, through which 
we ha«l just passed. Such were my expectations; with 


so noble a pniifiect in vimv, I hastened to look for ^ipM^ 
age for the sdiooner, which I succeeded in finding Sl a ^iice ' 
nameii by me Easter Bay, and returned on board the next day 
through Kirke Narrow, Mr. Kirke employed three days about 
his work, having traced the inlet, which trended nortliward 
from Cape Grey for tteariy eleven leagues. He found that it 
was bordisred on each side by a steep range of mountains, 
broken here and there by de^ ravines, wWch were flUedl with 
frozen mow, and mnmuated tty ext^eMre ghdiess^ 
huge avalanches were continual fiiilti^. ;^||a 
BiiS^rsiaai is i 

witlri 
v ’^zisM grac 


inoaattaiiibf 











KIRKS MARHOWr^EASTBR BAY. 

proceeded towards |he Kirke Niarow, W^ had been unvjiry- 
ii^ i» w|Uchii)g , anditryiog .dM; strength of tides during imr 
stay .j hut the obsersatioiw never accorded with those 111 tJlte 
iiaiTov, and our calculations this mornings after all the trouble 
vre hail taken, werefoiuid to be errpneaua. On approaching tl^; 
place we met a stream of tide setting to the S‘W. between two 
and three knots; the wind was light; w^e sometimes gained 
grotmd*r>?it bthers were forced back by the strength of the 
tide-'^ria^ kept hovering near the entrance until eleven 
oVlock ; when the tide slac’kencd, and we n^ed the eastern 
end, which is by far tl\e iianwest part, and where, 1 appro- 
hendai, every exertion would lie required to clear the rocks; 
but fortunately it was at the moment of slack watt»r — *we passed 
through easily, and our anticipated difficulty vanished. This 
eastern entrance is narrowed by two islands, which contract the 
wddth, at one jiart, U) a hundred and fifty yimls. When dear 
<vf this piissage, Point Return, Point Desire, and Easter Bay 
wm in sight, and we found ourselves in a channel much wiifcr 
than those to which we had Ix^n lately accustomed. Tlo tlie 
south w^as a deep sound, apparcntly l^ranching in diflerent 
directions between high land, i)ut our princi|>al objixx wras the^ 
lt>w ootni^try to the N.E., and through ihm we were so sanguine 
as to sure of finding a passage. In the evewfaig we anchonJ 
ill .Easter^ Bay, and moored the schooner in four and six 
fiAthonta, tm?r a routkly Ixittom. 

**.Next nKimiiig (12th) the Ixiats were prejKinHl for going 
iiwav to gain a l>etter knowledge of th^‘ country an)und, to hnJ 
out "the beat anchorage, and to lieix>me acqtminttd with some of 
tlje many^advaiitagea tlmt, from the prosjxjct Wore us-, we 
amsiderrd huradve«,mii^ of experiencing. Mn Kirke went to 




m 





to the enatward. The W poiht% iiefoi^^i^^ 
which, from Easter Bay, we 4ilsti&guu^;Kli0 and 

.between which we expected to good to the 

S.E*, appeared to be cmmected by a4ow 0 6Sic- 

tensive sh«?t of water was inde<Hj obfcr^red to 
I could only, from its^ appearance, conclude that it Wat a $pa- 
'Cious I)ay. - v ^ 

My attention was next drawn to the .which 

direction, to the east of Woolley Peiimsula, applww a wide 
and deep oi)eiiing, and this I detemiined to explore on the 
morrow ; for it was now the only course likely to lead us to 
Fits? Roy Passage, where it became every day more indis{)im« 
sable tluit we should arrive', since our provisions were getting 
short. At my return on board, T learnt from Mr* Kirke tkit 
he had examined the greater part of Worsley Sound, whose 
eastern shore formed a line of coiist almost connected with that 
of the bight before us, to which the name of Disapjxiintment 
Bay was given. 

‘Mt wag arranged that he should prtxx'ed from Iris last point, 
and carefully trace the slum? of Disappointment Bay to ll»e 
easteni headland of the southern ojieuing, down which it was 
my intention to proceed. W^ith tliese objcxrts in view, wo left 
the schomer »xt morning. A fair wind soon brmit^t me to 
the entrance, where I landed to take bearings on the west sijdb, 
and arrived at the promontory of * Hojxs' by noon. Tfiere 1 
ascended to the summit of the Wlis, but found them m thickly 
wooded, that my anticipated view of the land was almost inter- 
cepted, and tlx? angles tak^n were in consequence veiy limited. 

At this promontory , the course of die channel tremls 
slightly to the eastward ; and its dirixitimris afterwiutk to the 
lieing open and clear lor eight or Um mUea, when low 
land stretching from the we«t aide interoeiits the view 

In pm^ig to diej i&hth ward, I lauded froquendy to cowt&ut 
the anglea, ant^; hra at the cloae ofr dayi m Hani%vi^ 

Bay, 
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i^t Bide, ThosdtaB^ I pvoceeded^ in hopes that beyond 

the next point hettete would he gained : on 

airiving tbejr^, luiwev^^iin^ expeetadons were cheeked 

by a bold risbig- shore, contihuing uninterruptedly as fai- as tin* 
Ohver Islands, v^hich we passed soon afterwards* 

The width of the channel between the Oliver Islands aiwl 
the northern shore is not more than a mile, but it afterwards 
sharply first to the west, and then S.S.W. 
Ill the w^ireach there are many small islands, and the high 
mnges cm both sides k^ing detached from each other, gave me 
yet some hopes of finding a piissage between them. Prm^eeding 
in the afternoon, a bight apjieared to the S.S.E., about two 
miles to the. westward of Cape Dp-anMown, mIucH wasexa* 
mined, although there was no prospect of RK^'ting with success 
by tracing it, and in it were fimnd two small jmssages Icroding to 
tlM? S.K„ suitable only for Imts. We ran tlowii the largest, and 
a mile within the entrance were embayed. At the bottom of this 
bight the land w as low, and 1 tried to get on some eminence, that 
I mi^it command a view to the S.E., but was always im- 
jXHled by an im^Hirvious wood. I observed, however, distant 
high land in that direction, and could see a sheet of water, 
about six miles from me : but whether it was a lagocm, or a 
pprt of the Sky ring Water, was doubtful. I could not, at this 
(iijo;s|)ect, rejoice as Magalhaens did, when he first saw the 
Pacifi<^ for my situation, I began to think, resembled that of 
Sterne’s starling. 

“ Kee{^iing ahmg the south shore, until late in the evening^ 
we gained the west end of this reach, and finding no shelter for 
the lx)at^ crossed to the broken land on the west side, and passed 
that uigbi in Hewitt Harbour. 

mmmipg, we pursued our course to the 
S«S.W^ and at 4^veti reached tlie extremity of this 

suspense and all 

a small 

bay^in the S.#.# abd h%b land witlwnsi 

' ' ^^a$:SoutidV' ' m iM . 
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distiBguish any decided atiicam wtdil^ r;^ IttH, 

did not appear to have ever exot^ed a t^U tli|it tbexe-vvaa’ a 
sUght tidal movement of tM witter a^med #idiDt, .from ^ 
stremns of foam coming fiom tlm CMCiades ; aad^^ilto ftom the 
fallen leaves which wei’e borne on the water, ;Som thejdiore»(^ 
the bays, in long lines; but signs like these are indics^tilve of 
thmo being no strength of tide: I have frequently nhticoii aUch 
appearances in large soumls, or inlet% but never in||iy.)(dw^^ 
where there was a current. ' > , 

« The Imys between Hope PrcMnontory and Point Intervene 
ate frequented by immsaise numbers <4 black-necked sii^s 
(Anser nigricoUia) : hundreds were seen together; they ap- 
peared not at all wild when we>%rst passed; but, on our return, 
there was no approaching thieid within musket shot. Many 
ducks and coots were also observed. On a rock, near the Oliver 
Islands, was a small * rookery ’ of bair-aml ; and, in our pregress 
diiwn the sound, we passed some few sliags and divers- This 
is the enumeratitwi of all we saw, and these few species seem 
to possess, undisturbed, this Olistruction Sound; for we neither 
observed any wigwams, nor saw any traces of inhabitants. 

“ Having no interest in remaining, after some neeeasary 
angles were takmi cm Meta Islet, we commenoed our return ; 
and, with |i fair wind, made gdod progress, landing cmly where 
it was necessary for angles, and reached tire %'essdl on the evening 
of the next day (l6th). I hava fully stated the examaiatknr erf 
thi.s sound, and have beem, po'haps, unneceraatily particular 
mid diffuse; but I think that whep its nemr.i^prc^t to the 


Skyiing Water is known by others, it will be cooH^rad very 
singukur that no communicatton exitte between: them. I^'o every 
one on Iroard the Adelaide it was a grrat dha}iq|X«tdment The 
only inlet now remaining to be ex{doved was th^ 


opening, east«f Point Return; wbkli, im tlm 1 
examine. Mr. Kitkeiycutaied onthe saogiday 
temsed the cotet jui foy, iie be had hedn dhpoted^ 


axpante 


ol Ma% 

iaod^.i&;wMteia9 ;diidlow,-tfoit'«v^< 




the shore witMn M;iiM^^ 
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infie; but he hiid left a i^mall opeliit^ in the K^E; unexplored, 
which, as our last faqpe, I thought it necessary to exatniue; 
and he went ibr that ptirposenthe next mcHPnittg. Situated as we 
were, we had great reasonijfeo be vety eartiest in the search for 
a passage; and, I think, that no channel into the Skyring 
Water, however sinaH an/1 intricate, would have lieen left uir 
attonpted'^at this crisis. During the vessers continuance in 
Easter Bay, the men, who remained on lx>ard, were employed 
in clearing the hold, and Gomj>leting wood and water to the 
utmost^ in order tliat we might not he delayed at any anchorage 
after our departure thence. 

On the 18th, I went, in a boat, down the opening east of 
Point Return; and by noon I’eached Virginia Island. Two miles 
to the southw'ard the channel branches to the S.E., and to the 
S.W. ; I followed the latter branch, landing where necessiary to 
continue the angles, and arrived in the evening at the extremity, 
which was closed by low land ; in the middle was a wide and 
rapid stream. The slot of a deer was seen along the margin of 
the shore. Next day v/e proceeded down the S.E. branch to 
the Centre IslandK tlience steered towards an ojxiiing that 
appeared in the S.W., and {laisising through a narrow winding 
passage, entered a large bay, wbich was closed at the Ixitt/im 
by low land, sdinilarly to. the branch examined yesterday. 
Oijiy an opening to the N.E. now rtnnainetl to be exploi*fd ; 
but night coming on, we hauled up in Tranquil Bay, near 
the northern extremity* The N.15. opening was found to 
trend eastward for three miles, and then turn to the S.E., 
forming |n extensive bay, whose shoivs were lijjcird/d by 
low land, and only aepara^t^ from Obstruction Sound, by m 
isthmus mdiei broad. Our search being conchulcxl, I has* 
teiied iuid ailived on board the ^boorier late in the even- 
ing* ^Finding Mr. Kirke had no| returned, I sdll eutertaimd 
son# Httl# hdpe, and the vesad was prejiami tb toove either 

jMe- on the 511st, Rfe. Kirke arriye4 Tl?he o in the 
b^ for nearly thii^ miM f^ the enfratioe, 

thent^i^ W*N|^, till it w^do^ 

VOt. h ; % A 
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^jby lugh land far to the noithward: of W<a«^ Ibgr* ■ 
deer were seen on the plains eastward iof th|»t udetj and Thiele 
were shot at, but escaped. Swan% dttidt^ apd mota had b 
hilled in such numbers, that on tlteir r^urn id] t%e schooiteds 


crew were, plentifully supplied.' Of this jdaca Sdhr.: Itirlm -agpifct 
‘ At the commencement of the N.E, sound there is h*w 
which extends about thir^n miles up its idiores. T]^ eoUsDue 
is three or four miles wide ; but five miliits up, the pdc^. is con- 
•tracted to about half a mile in width, by a shoal canuecting 
three islets with the western shore. These islets were literally 
surrounded by black-necked swans, mixed with a few which 
had black-tipped wings : the male of the latter has a peculiai* 
note, which aoumis like * ken konk,' but the female only sounds 
‘ kank.’ , s. 

“ ‘ A few coots were shot in this ncighlmurhood, out of an 
immen.se quantity seen. In each of two flocks, I think, there 
must have been upwtuds of a thousand. 

“ ‘ From tliese islets the sound trends nearly north for seveji 
or dgitl miles, when it is again narrowed by an island, on each 
side of wltich tliere is a narrow passage for a vessel but the 
eastern one is the best. The few bays near here are fit fikr jpiali 
vessels only. 


« < Ileypnd this wlatid the face of the country begins to alter 
from low to mountainous land, with lung flai^ in the V 9 ll^.s, 
and the sound also changes its coarse umuu to the N. W. Near 
a high blud on the eastern shore, eight miles further up t||e 
sound, the lapd becomes higlier and coveted with snow ; yet 
there are still a few level patches between the immntains. 
From tills bluiT the sound trends about u point more westwiv 
for five or six miles, to a place where there il« sroiiU ii^t, on 
the left, lietween two snow-covered, raotmtainpus cidfp^ The 
water there wm changed to a dayey-ixiUHjdll^uuid luid jLbnuskisli 
taste. Continuing mir '‘course for two nifles, 1 
expanse of watts*, tlie amth eixi of whidh Wjto 
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gtia^r oti tbe ride * we nawnome deer m / 

thif i^Btern Ahore^ the inlands of the 

second reac)^, bat coald not withm gun-shot : they appeared 
to bo of a dirk colour, and fully a5 large as a guanaco. Some 
df our tneiv thought tliey could di$tinguish smaB straight homi^, 
but I could not lUy&rif see t}iem.(d) 1 endeavoured to cross the 
isthmus, idiere Lievitenatit Sky ring had seen water from Focus 
Islmid, tymf Easter Bay, and first attempted it by the course 
of a fresh water river, at tlife head of the bay ; but I found the 
coimtiy so thickly covered with stunted wckkI, about eight feet 
higli, and exceedingly prickly, that I lost my way twice, and 
returned to the shore ; 1 tried again however, about half a mile 
more to the eastward, and at last got to a high part of the 
laud. When there, aiul mounted on another man’s shoulders, 

1 could scarcely see above the trees (which, at the ro4:>ts, were 
ttbt tliickor than a roan’s wrist) : there was evidently a large 
expanse? of water, but I could not distinguish mvich of it. I 
think it probable that it is fresh, as the river, fifty yards wide, 
is rapid, and ap|)ears to run out of it. There is not anj^ high 
land in tlie iieighlwurhood, whence such a rim of fresh water 
couW be 

^ I saw nuinliers of deer tracks about this place, and tbe 
boat’s crew obsp^'^ed three deer similar to those above-men- 
ti<»ied/---^Kirke MS.) 

We w'eighed on the 2^, and tow^ed o\it of Easter Ba}% 
with tlie Hope of repassing Itirke Narrow ; but shortly after- 
wwds BO dense a fog arose, that w^e could distinguish no land, 
and weie^inabie to profit by the advantage of a light fair wind, 
wirit otherwise favourable weather^ In the afternoon, wlien it 
dhrired uj> a little, jrie anchored in Fog Bay, on the w ride 
of the uh(mt three miles from Kirke Narrow. 

atid therefore unable to 

6ie«rly« From" the native* of Fpiaouby land; btv 
tweea1^V:Ptway and gave to Captain 

King, abort atraigbt bpus, bnd parts the animals, which 

wei^rpWbly de«r of tbs kind s^n by Mr, Ku;k€/ ahd, since 

wlwii bo fbllowoil my track into tjic Skyrib^^ V^er with 
,, bWPmiig 'vsAkeif tlri ' t/nicbm' acb<Hi«ior;«^B. F, 5? "" ' ■ 

■ ‘ Sa,« 



KIIIKE KARHOW— StMOtriAR tDDIES. 

^ (2SiL) A thick fog confii^ ti8 at our atichbrage till 
when, having some ho|5es of the weather clearing, we 
mill stoo(i for the Nan-ow, hut a continued hasse jpreventcd iiW 
from entering until after noon* As we approached, no tide 
could be jjereeitetl, and again we were douWul of our calciW 
lations, having expected to find it favourable, iioweier, W(? 
steered for the islands. To give a better idea how we were 
driven about ns w tried to approach this NarrpWy I have 
attemptiHl, in the subjoined plan, to show the din^ion of the 
currents, ;md the courses we were carried by the txidies. 
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iij^bed any current, we ub$ervi^ a istrong rippling in the 
N^ow, and immediately sent tlu* Ix^ats a-heatl to tow m 
towards mid-<:banne]i. We rather quickly until 

we amved at 2, when our progress was checked, and we were 
called rapidly back, as far as 3. In the Narrow the tide was 
evidently against us ; but in cnosmng to the N.W. at 4, we 
were forced by the coimter-eurrent against all the eflbrts of the 
boats — weye C|wricd close to the large island — and for the s[)ace 
of thirty yards, were brushing the overhanging trees with our 
inain«lK>atn, Tliis part wjis, most fortunately, quite steep ; for 
liad the vessel touchcfil in her swift course, she Jiiust have been 
swung with violence? against the rocks, and much damaged, |>cr- 
liaps irreparably. 

No s<x)ner had we passed the cud of this islaiiil, than we 
were sliot into mid-channel to 5, and then as suddenly and 
swiftly caiTied back by the stream of the tide, 'rhe Ixmts chuk! 
Tiever k wp hold of the vessel while in these whirljxxds ; and it 
was several times fortunate that they had nust off the tow-rope 
in time, for thrice wo were twisted rotind, as if on a pivot, by 
thostr violent eddies. 

A favourable moment was stdzcd, the lH>at.s were again 
sent a-head ; and, by great exertions, we wer<* U>weil out of the 
influeiKX* of the tide, and then waited for the time of slack 


w'uteiv 

At tlmx? o'clock Mr. Kirke was sent to Guard Point, to 
^iwcertain the time of high water ; ami at half-past four, in con- 
sequence of his signal, wctoweiiin with Iwth boats, anil passed 
the islands with a favouring tide; but one quarter of a mile 
fjirthtT, we met ripplitigsy which wo hail no sinaier etitcmi than 
a revi?rsc of tide was found- as if tlte waters from the soinxis 
were gpwiually forcing l>ack the tide of the channel. We still, 
however, made to the S.W. ; but it was not before 

eight anchored in the west entt*ance of this 
NaiTa#^i!5|d^ indri^)» to bi agalh secure, and to have 

Thiek, Im weather in ^^.mornutg; but atvright 
wdglwl,and ^ miclad the 



0^ ARKIVE AT POET \ Aprils 

Attcon of Sarmiento.. A ^troog 8«£. mnd^ during 
nooUj carried us past Gape Ano Nu^evp^ mi at pwu 
near the opening into Sti^jt}i:Chatmel^ ]!;r)iave caU^ 
Victory Passage. We moored ip Sandy Bay » in eight fathom^ 
purposing to remain during the nextday (Sunday); and oa the 
26tli, with a mfxierate ^rind from the iiorthward> we left Sandy 
Bavj and stod to the soutii, passed the Prison Islands by noon, 
and at three nKx>red in Hose Harbour. Next day we diearod 
Smyth (Channel, and anchored in Deep Harbour* 

"" (^iSth.) Wind light and nortlierly* We towed out of 
Deep Harbour at daylight^ stood across Beaufort Bay, and 
anchored in Tamar Bay ; where, the weather being unfavour- 
able, we remained during all the next day, filling water and 
cutting wood, — preparatorj^ to our run to Monte Video, ~in 
case ol not finding the Adventure at the appointed rende/. * 
vous, Port Famine. 

On the SOth, with a moderate breeise from the N.W., we 
left *1 amar Bay ; but the wind s«:«>n after l>ecoming contrary, 
we made hut little progress, and anchorexl that evening in a 
small cove, near the east ix>int of Upright Bay, where we 
passed the following day, in consequence of the wind continu- 
ing easterly, and causing much sea in the Strait. 

&i. Weighed, stood out, and made all sail, steering through 
the Strait. Wepmfd Play a Parda early that afternoon, and 
Cape Quod soon afterwards, and as there w^as every apjX'ar- 
ance of a modemtely fine ni^t, continued our course. We 
hauled in near Port Oatlanf, when it grew dark, and burned 
a blue liglit, to call the attention of any vessel lying there ; 
but no return was made, so we j>aS8ed m. At midnight we 
W'ere l>etweim Holland and Cape the wind 

being light and the weather moderate. 

Sd. On rounding Ca|>e Frqward, we beat up fa-shore 
against a N.N.E. bree>ie, and in the evening were thice of four 
miles to the mn^hwaid irf Point St. Iridro. Aft# a lmpes. 
tuous night, we reached Port Famine, where, to ottf great joy, 
Ibtfad 

SVithJkr|RstiA jR»h mid 
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observed ttear the Strait, lAeut^tot Skyring and his 
saw few living creatures. One novelty which Mr. Bynoe 
• j^vc me wa^ a splendid corvorant, which, being quite new, 
and the most beautiful of the genus, I named Phakfcrocoraa^ 
Imperialism^ 

I also received a species of swan, quite distinct fiom the 
scommon one of the Strait, which has lieeh long known as the 
biack^necked swan (Anser nigricollis of Itid. Orn., ii. 8S4»; 
and Latham, x. Consideiing it an undesenbed species, 

it was named Cygnus anatodmdesm'f 

Several deer were seen, but none obtained. There is reason, 
however, to sup|)oso them to be of a novel species. The horns 
are short and straight. 


• Phat: cnpiie cristato^ cotto posteriori , cor pore^pie supra pur - 

purds ; afiit scaptdariLusque vtridi^ntris ; reniipiffm rectricily^quc duodreim- 
. j)iSt'o-<ttris ; corpore mUm, fascid atarmn mamldf/ue dorn twdii scriceo- 
nUds ; rostro nitpro ; pedihns flamftcc^itihm, Sialurin Phal, Oirhonis^ 
It waa found in the Inner i^nndM, w*iihin the ‘Ancon sin Salida.' — 
Proceed, of the EooL Society, vol. i. ; hI»o Phil, ^ia^azine, for ^ larch 

183], p. 227. . « ^ 

t Cm albtus rsmipihus primariisiid npicem niprisyTostro pedibmque rubric, 
illo ItUo subdepresso. Molina describen a ChUism duck thus. Anas Co^o 
roba— rosfro eitererrm dOattito rutundnio^ corpora alboy but I do not think 
it i« the same na my specimen; certainly it is not Anser Candtdiis of 
V^UIos, the gan^u bianco of O’Azara, wbioh the author of the I>ict. 
ITHist, <xxiii« 331.1 supposes to be the saaie as A. Cojcoroba (id, 
p, 3it2). Motinu’s description is very short, and docs not mention the 
tips of the ^Vimary wing feathers being black. 



OHAPTEB 

' - . ' ' ' . f- ' 

Hoa^le sails from San Carloa — Enter Straitw-Harbonl*' 6f M6rcy— Cape 
1‘illar — A postles—Judg’Cs — LaodiUH Island— Cape Gloucester— 'Dis- 
location n arbour — Week Islands— Fuegians— Latitude Bay“~|Ioat’s 
ertHV in distress— Petrel— Pa$8egea — Bay — Cape Tate — Fiii- 
< hara Isionds — Deepwater Sound— Breaker Bay— Grafton Islands— * 
(reolnpioal remiirks— BarlKara Ckannel — Mount Skyring — Compasses 
affected — Drawings — Provisidris— Opporttiiuties lost, 

C.APTAIX Fitz Itoy having receiml hiis orders on the IStli 
of NoveinlKT (see Appendix), sailed- the following morning 
from San Carlos, and proceeding to the southward, approached 
entrance of the Strait of Magalhaens on the night of the 
24th. The tollowing are extracts from his Journal :~ 

“ At daylight on the 25th, with the wind at S.W., we made 
Capti PiUnr right a-bead (E.N.E. by compass), tlistant seven 
or eight Iciigues, The wind became lighter, and we were set 
by a current to the S.W., which oblig^l us, in nearing the 
C‘apt^, to alter our course from E.N.E. to N.N.E., to avoid 
l.>eing carried tixj near the Ajxjstle Rocks. A dangerous rock, 
under water, on which the sea breaks, lies half a mile more 
towards the nordi than either of the ^Apostles. Cape Pillar is 
a <letached headland, and so very remarkable that no })ei soii 
can fail to know it easily. 

A very good latitude was obtained at which, and 

the astronomical bearing of the Cape, latitude 

within half a mile of that given in the cba# |^^apt^ Stok^ 
and Lieutenant Skyring; andftbe weather being cleiw and 
fine, sketches were taken <if all suiioimding^l^ 
we passc-d the Cape, and gt anchored in the Harbnur of 
Meriy, Rv the shown by 

wi'fh,, the ehfe,, 

agalii|t :thah';’a. kiiot.-aa hour. ' ' V; ■ "" ‘ 4'' 
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working into the harbour we pass^ over severaJ patches 
f lUJkelp, under which the botttnn wasplidnly visible ; but the 
' lead never showed less than five fathoms, until we were about 
to anchor, when the vessel jrfiot aJiead into a weeily place, 
where we liad three fathoms. This was about a cable's length 
in-Sliore (towards the h^lest mountain) of tlie spt>t marked by 
Lieutenant Skyring as good holding ground, to which we 
warped and anchored. It provetl to be very good ground, 
IwBig extremely tough clay. 

“ 27th. A promising inorping tempted me to try to obtain 
observations and a round of angles on or near Cape Pillar. I 
therefore left the. ship with the master, anti went in a boat to 
the Cajie, To lantl near it in much swell was not easy upon 
suet), steep and slippta'y rocks : at last we got sishore in a cove, 
anti hauled the instruments up die rocks by lines, but could 
get lit) further, on account tif precipices. I, tlierefiwe, gave up 
that attempt, and went outside the Cape, to look for a lietter 
place ; but every part seemed similar, and, a.s the weather was 
getting foggy, it was useless to persevere. In going to the 
Cape, and in returning, I measured the distanctr by a jiatent 
log, and found the mean of the two measurements agree with 
the chart. What current there wa.s ran to the westward. 

“ A small ox, which we barl carried from Chiloe, was doomed 
to end his voyage at this plOfee, and probably we were the first 
jieople wh<r ever cat fresh beef in the Strait of Magalhaens. 

“ 28th and S9th. Gloomy days, with much wind and rain ; 
and the gusts coming so violently over the raonntains, that we 
were unable to do any work, out of die ship, 
sod). EtiU bhprjing and raining. 

l)cc. 1st and Cloudy days, with strong wind ; but mie 
.slmvi ipterval of suurfiine was gladly made use of for radng our 
chronometers. # 

“‘M, This murning we w^ghed, and worked out ; and at 
one were three miles westward of Capt^ Pillar, with 

€Y)^y ap|>camice 0f a N.W,gale. Shortly after, the weather 
Sh thick^ that I dould not see amy part^of die. coast; 

under low sail, expecting a liad 
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night Contrary to my expectalioiv the:^^^ natWM^ 
increase ; but the thick weather^ and a heavy swells indui^ 
me to stand farther out than I had intended* At eleveh^ 
r*M*, we wore and stood in until dayliglH on the 4thf when we 
foimd ourselves so much to the southward) that tlie land about 
Ca})e Kllar bore N. b. W.y the Cape itself being shut In. We 
steered fi>r the land, hoping to turn the day to some account ; 
but those hopes soon ceased, fm* before we had run sufficient 
distance to make a serviceable base line, the weather became so 
thick as to oblige us to haul our wind. We saw just enough 
to make out a number of rocks and breakers, lying at a consi- 
derable distance off shore. After noon it was clearer, and we 
ag.'i]n stood in-shore ; but found, that the current wm setting 
us so fast to the southward, that it was necessary to carry all 
sail and keep on a wind, to avoid losing ground ; yet, with a 
fresh, double-reefed topsail breeze and a deeply laden weatherly 
vessel, we could not hold our own, and at seven in the evening 
were clo>^ to an islet wliich lies off Cape Sunday. We had 
very little of the comt thus fur : the current had rendered the 
patent log useless for measuring bast^ and the weather was 
very unfavourable for astronomical observations. The laud 
appeared to l>ehigh and mountainous, as far m CajM? Deseado, 
whence it seemed lower^and more broken, forming a large bay 
between that caj>e s^id Cape Sunday. Many rcx:ks on which 
tlK* sea breaks violently lie at a distance fn^m the slimre, l)esidea. 
those two clusters called the * Apostl^** ihd tlie ‘Judges : ** the 
latter off Cape Deseado, and the former off Apostle Point, a 
little south of Cafie IMUar. 

5th. To our mortification, we found ouraftdvcs a great way 
off shore; and Landfall Island, which iwtei^h miles to let- 
ward ilw last evening, was now in the wimi'ii icye, at a dii^ana* 
of about six leagues. A iMtcbag wind, with m 
vented our regaining lost ground in a northerly ditccllon, I 
ihim^fore jnreteri^ standhig^t0 tbe S«£»^^^^ wint^lnti^ 
to seek for a hiwbc^nr, It hppeksa to survey 

Ibis nn^v widli 

about a 
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Ig^HeraUy douded Oar dtaiEse appeared to be, 

*^|^ng £ram harbmiPto and keeping dose ix^ahore. 

^ ** Behind Eandfdl Idkiid the coast fmnB a deep bay, appa- 
rently full of islands, tmd it is said there is in that part a 
communication with the Strait ^ Magalhaens. Looking from 
seaward there seems to be an opening* 

From the semthem point of this bay the comt presents 
a high and regular line for a few miles, and then there is a 
succession of islets^ rocks, and broken land. We stood in 
clo^ to the breakers, but too late in the evening to find an 
michorage. I observed kelp on the surface of the water, 
growing up from the Ixittoni, while the lead gave a depth of 
forty-five fathoms. This was in a wild-looking, open bight, 
full of rocks and breakers, and much exposed. 

We BtOQti ofi*, dose to the wind, hoping to make northing 
and westing during the night ; but at midnight it fell calm, 
and at day-break on the 6th^ to our astonishment, w*c found 
ourselves to the southward of Cape Gloucester, a higli, remark- 
able promontory, standing out from the hmd as if it were an 
island, with a peaked top, which, from the vsouthward, appears 
notched. The day proved very fine, and as a breeze sprung up 
from the S-K. and gradually increased, I had hopes of seeing 
more of the coast, along which we had !)een hustletl so fast, 
and so much against our iiKdinatioiK 

**ln running along shores I noticed several inletvS that seemed 
likely to ofibrd good harbours. This coast has not, by any 
means, such a rugged and harsh appearance jts I expected ; 
but the nuniber of islets and breakers is quite enough to give 
it a most dang^u$ character, 'rhe land is not very high near 
the and be w^ooded wherever the prevailing winds 

wiU aUtiw trees to grow, fundings were taken at various dis- 
tances within four nnk'« of the and the depth generally 

waa between t#tnity and eise hundred fathoms. A good idea 
may current whitdlr had taken u» to the S.E,, 

whin ® iiiy even with a fresh and fiur wind, it occupied 
of the plilfce we had left the pre- 





,i« 7rti. -Al daylight it blew half a w^; but wc 
a little touth <>f the cluster <d‘rocks, called tW'<^udge% td#^^ 
part of the shore wliich promised toafSard a^fawboarr Oa doting^ 
it we saw an inlet» ap^iarently large; but so f^itified at the 
eatrance by rocks and breakers, that ! did .nc^ ' like to run -in, 
witliout first sending a boat ; yet it blew too strong, anft there 
was too much sea, to lower one ; thendnns I stood ofT to yndt for 
more motlerate w'eather, for the placUsuited itiy purpose exactly, 
being neiir enough to the Judges, and A|) 08 tles, to dxihidr 
situation. This morning, Mr. Murray slipped across tlie fi*re- 
castle and dislocated his shoulder; an accident which deprived 
us of hi.s services for some time, and on aturount of it, we called 
the place where w'e anchored soon afterwards, l>islocation Har> 
tour. So many rocks lie off this coast, that a vessel ouglit not 
ttJ approach it unless she lias daylight and clear weadier. 'riic 
lead will give warning, should the weather to thick, as wnind- 
in^ extend at leust to four miles off shore, at which distance 
there are from thirty to one hundred fathoms, and gencHally 
sjwakiiig, there is less water as you appi-iKudi the laml. 

(.)n the 8Ui, 9th, and 10th, we were busily occupied in 
survey iug the hartour and adjacent coast. In thisr place water 
may to obtained very easily, as boots ean lie in a fresh water 
stream w hich runs from the mountains WtKid is also plentiful. 
The harbour is large enough for liiur small vt'ssel.s, and the 
iKitUnu is very even, from fifteen to tw'enty.-6vc fathtuiis, fine 
white sand. Tlie entrance is narmw, but all dangers irre visible, 
and now are laid down in the chart. It is much exposed to west 
whuls, and the westerly swell, which miglrt fear weeks together 
prevent a vessel from getting out to sea. 

11th. A strong wind and baxiliaw prevented my 

weighing until near noon, wlicn it bocama mom moderate, 
though the weather was stiil thick. We tltt»..worked out with 
a light and variable tonexc, whicli bafBbd li» near tlie»ntraiu!e, 
but at last we gained a . g0(od,o|9iog. 1 rejoiced in. be outside, 
fOT our busmeanin the hartomr wiw ove^^^ind I f^ 


that west w ir^* 'fmihl t|etain ujU; pWmimtptyy jut* to the 

srmth-wart^of ^Kdneatitm Harbtfl^i'appeari^ to meite'iht«-Cap<-' 
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jPpeodo,’ aiMl that the mirthwartl I ealled Chancery 
Mr. Wilson ancei^ed some heigbti^ "the back of the harltour, 
fnHtt which he skiw many lakes, atnong barren and rugged hills ; 
bat a farther view wm obstructed by other mountauis. 

“ An oar was picked up near the watering place, and recog- 
nised hyom of the men as the sanie wliich was left on a rwk 
near Pillar (in Obseiwation Cove) by Captain Stokes, in 
January 1827. T!tei« Could !» no doubt of the fact, as the 
inaitV initials were on the oar, and it is curious as a proof of 
an outset along the south side of the Strait (near Cajx; Pillar), 
iindof its conHnuation along shoi'e. Traces of a fire were foun«l, 
which ahoweti that the natives visit even this most exps<'d jiart 
of the coast. Tile land about here is high, and craggy ; and 
very barren, except in the valleys, where much wiiod grows. 
Sonm wild fowl were seen and shot. 

“ FriOT Cape Desearlo, the coast is high and unbroken iin* 
tbK*e miles ; (a rocky islet lies about a mile from the shore) 
then there is aiv opening which probably leads into a gotKl har- 
liour liehind a number of islands. Several islands succeed, for a 
f^iace of twp, miles', after which is Barrister Bay ; an exjxised 
place, full of islets, rocks, and breakers, ex tending nearly to 
Murray Passage. In sailing along this mast we passed inside 
of aeverul breakers; and, I hope, noted all that lie in the 
offing : but, we cannot Ik sure, for breakers on rocks which 
are under the surface of the sea do not always show themselves. 
As it was getting dark, we hauhnl to the wind, near Cape Snn- 
ilay, and, in doing so, were startled by a huge breaker which 
suddenly foamed up at a small ship’s length from u.s. Although 
looking out on all adeji we had not previously seen any break 
near that spot. Ibsiring they||dght we carrietl a heavy press of 
sail feo avoid being drifted^to the S.E., and at daylight I 
rejoiced to find that we Iml not lost gnmnd, so we steered for 
the Iwidi and rounded Graves’ Island. Observing several open- 
ings, I hauled close round a pointy; and tried to enter one of 
them ; ^ wind, however, bafHud tis, and our anchor was let 
gorin an expoeed b»th, but on good holding )jround. We 
fouQtpa diuiter of MancU nmny anchorages between 
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theo3»:tiwt thinking they ought to be suri^edy I xetutniei6 
board, weighed, and wm-ked towanis the liinlest' opening.^ W 
«h(rt into it, and warped to a berth lour 'Oable*' lengths ttp a 
narrow passage, and ancliored in t«i^ty*foul!^ iipon 

Sand and dayey mud. " 

■ “ 13th. Many wigwams Wfav found in this ndlghboulrilood, 
which showed that our Fuegian aoq[aaintanceB were oncssknal 
visitors. The inner harbour seemed to be a fine badn ; but 
die bottom was found inferior to that of the michon^ «t 
which the Beagle lajr moored. ' ■ 

“ loth. Strong wind and frequent rain prevaited mticb beiiig 
done out of the ship this day. I went to the top 6f a mountain 
near the ship^ but could not take many angles because of the 
violent squaUiit|Qad the rain. At night it blew a hard gide : the 
squalb came furiously over the heights, and obliged tia to let 
go a third anchor and strike topmasts. We were quite shdtercd 
ftthB the true vhid ; but were reached roost eifiK;tually byjj^e 
wiliiwaws, whidh came down with great force. However irexed 
we might have been at not being able to go far from the diip, 
we were certainly very fortunate in escaping this gale at a .secure 
aochoragd. fit appeared to be blowing very heavDy at sea. 

** 16th. A stmng gale all day, with much rain, prevented our 
leaving the ship. In coining down a height on the Idtli, I Ibund 
some red porphyry rock, like that about Port Derare ; hnd 
the first I had seen in these parts. Another novelty was a 
trsHSt of about two acres of pure white saQd.ddidy covered with 
grass. ■ 

“ Though the middle of summer, the weather was not much 
warmer thsm in winter. The average heigbtof the thermometer 
w as about ten degrees greater ; newly the same!, as during 

the months of August and Septrauier, in Chdde. 

“ 17th. A cmitinuanoe of bad weatlter ; no wwk was done in 
the boats this day. In the I tried^^t^^^ 

mountein I liad ascended on , IFuesday, to iwiiig^ d^ theo- 
dolite whidh I haidtfr dt dte top tlie witidbNyijil^ m to 
ratom uiiunimccsafr^ ' ' -' ■■ ■ ■i--* i ^ 's' ' 

' «‘13th.£i^iJaii«6^dateeDntitetted^ii6lb^ 
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ailuaUs^ *B»d rain: tfe sky being an constantly overcast that 
wtt v#aw neiit^r jwin nor (rfnrs. > Although no progress was made 
in this weather, it was some sstisfaetimi to think that we lost 
nothing hui, time; and that we saved much wear of the vessel 
by lying at anchor instead of being at sen. Being more 
mo^rt^ in the afternoon, our boats went away, and tlte ship 
wasposepared for sailing. We tried to get some fur-seal, which 
w«e seen on a rock near the liarbour, but they were too wary. 

My boat was almost capsized by a ‘ blind breaker,’ which 
rose suddenly underneath her, and in an instant die was sur- 
rounded by and floated ujKm a white wave of foam, which 
bidke all round and over, but without upsetting or swamp- 
ing her. 

“ 19th. Weighed and ran across to an anchorage in Landfall 
island wliich I bad seen from the heights. We anchored in a 
sliditereti bay lying on the north side of the larger island, at 
tliefaat opening of a passage which separates it from the smaller. 
These islands are high and, towards the sea, barren; but the 
sidea of the hills, towards the cast, are thickly wooded. 

“;4i.la^ smoke made near the bay showed us, that the 
Vueghms were in possession of our intended quarters; and soon 
aftejS^iw anchored, a canoe.camc oil’ to us full of men, wui^n, 
aud children, sixteen in all. They were in every lespect samilar 
to ^ope we had so frequently met before; and from their unwiL 
lingness to part with furs or skins, unless for servireable arti- 
cles, such as tiwves, &c. appeared to have had dealings with 
Eunipcans ; b^ds and trinkets they did not value. They hail, 
in the canoe, many eggs, and dead birds, which they eat raw: 
the birds were a light blue, or dove-coloured, petrel, alxiut 
eight inches loQg,Kwhi<di go». on land for a part of the year 
to lay ^gs in Imleain theg!l^nd..I>uring this and the follow- 
iug day, we w«re foriuii^te endtigh to obtain observations, and 

“ As yet I wtts pfowsed with .tim anchorage ; the bottom 
^hoa]ied>|pnUiuMly^^<l^Ri|n^t^^ iii&oi»8 {flne «imd), and 

it was sMier^ IroiiB west winds, beddes others, ’cxcfpt ninth. 
Having o^lp^pd piU^nlai^ gped dl^ latitude at 
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this Spot ; I called it Latitude Ss^; I^!s mimrki^ty^ 
access, and is dso ' casy to r nititta' rai% qui^tiM 
Fuegian Hai-bour. Cape^InmaU bdng pnmnnently jSitnatei], is 
« good guide to the (mcl)<n*age. ilhv^ J ■ ’ 

“ Sunday 20th. A flnl day. ; and* 'knowing itS^valne, we 
turned it to account. - FfOitt a height I saw Coj^ iS-lducestcr 
and the point of land oil this (the tj^hem) side' ctf it and to 
the northw.ard I could distingui.sh tlie land about the: entrance 
to the Stmil. The Landfall Islands appeared to be the top of a 
ridge of mountaius lying (partly below the Sea) in the same 
direction almost of the neighbtmring nuiges. Maiiy da%erous 
rocks lie oflf* the S.W. side; and tliere is no passage fiir a ship 
between the idands, for the opening is narrow, arid has only 
two fathoms in some iplaces. , . ' 

“ 21st. This morning I sent the master and Mr. Wilson* in 
a whale-lxiat to the east end of the islmidy to moke a plan of 
that part, and get some an|^es and Ix'arings necessary for con- 
tinuing the survey. 

“22«1. A bad day, blowing hard and raining. The wind 
being from' north and N.N.W. threw in a swell; and as we wec.^ 
not yet sure of the quality of the Imttom, though apjiaivntly 
good, we struck topmasts and veered away a long 8copt‘ of 
cable. 

24th. The wind shifted to the S.W. and became r^her more 
modffl'ate, though still squally, with much rain. It freshened 
again in the night, and backed to the northward. 

“ Chri«tma*p-day. Blowing strong frtsni; I^.N.W. with a 
thickly clouded sky and heavy rain. I was very anxious to s«i 
the master return, but he could not in auch weather. 1 feared 
that iiis iwovisaons ijr^mid be exhausted, having taken only 
enough for iotir days; yet they a good tent, guns, and 
ammunition. . v -■ - 'n-V.;...,. . ' 

“ ^h. A strung wind with; thic^t-wepther imd much rain 
throughout tlm whole.d^. Therwwaapo possihiUty 
ft boot to the maMeiv'oit 'of hia retoming^y yra^^ 
being' very n«i^w 1% or soBieof hi* pfttty^'COiild. Walk-across, 

Biagle, '*• ' ■ 
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prb^iiiom, «o as we did not heaMl oin 
tH^ 4 trddted^ that they had^ found wiM fowl enough, and 

'father a mote moderate morning with clearer wea-» 
rh«3** We looked out anxiouidy for the whale-boat, as, in such 
^ get back to the ship without much difti- 

noon Mr. Wils<m were seen 

on 4i^ making signals lb the ship,^ mid a boat was sent 
inuh^iately to bring them on boarcL They were very weiik 
and tired); having walked across the island during the preceding 

having bad no food for the last two 
daif^v / Tb^ and the other four men were said to be in 

• a cove at -the back of the island, and to have bc^n without pro- 
visions dbee the 24th, hot liavinglieen able to tind either shell- 
Rsh or wild i 


At the time Mr. Wilson arrived on Ixjard, I was absent tak- 
ing angles and b^rin^, but was soon informed of his retuni, 
and at noon left the ship with a week‘^8 provisions for the 
master^} party mid my own crew, I had not l<Bt sight 
of the ^ea^ when I met the former returning. Having given 
them som^food, and two fresh hands to help them in pulling 
to the diip (it being then quite moderate and fine) I continued 
niy course to the place they had left, in order to do what the bad 
weatltcr had prevented the inaafter from doing. Being favoured 
with a fine afternoon I succeeded in obtaining the necessary 
angles and bewj^jltigs^ and returned to our vciss^ tlie following 
moming.; ' , 


'^‘28th.;At nrty return I found the master and his party 
tK'^ly recovered. had tribd every day to retuni to the 
ship, bttt had been^r^^otedl^ for^ baek> at the risk of being 
driven bnt to m6u \ The,g|fiiiife of wSncl from off the high land 
were 80 powerfijii as aiai^ to |^t the boat, altlmugh she had 
not eveai a mai^ up. had wetted tbeir ammu- 
nition fliod t^e^^ andb^^^ fire or victuals: 

oh' 

Ihdr : dtuatkm^" - . - ■ ' 

.the Fuegians.took 



. ti4vttnt^ 

.■■.«wii.y mi^ of bis-tJoA^i. 

searclj of them. They had honr^iiriif th# rialiuA cp| 

ajyi'^he away. This piurty coiMWt^ jtf> about, 

mght of whom ware meoj and the tost vKWOa jahA i«h*^ 

When some of ouir oflicers went toj^ir 

wmed with clubs, spemo^ ruid 8fR;^|||^'whicb 

heem made out of ircm buops» or dice were old culjaii^ wbm 

very thin by frequent cleaning. They must h^n.<Qbtapit^ these, 

and many trifles we noticed, from sealing tho visitii 

of those vessels, 1 suppooe, thoy hate been tth^|i|in hhjht-thdr 

furs and other skins, and hl^e leomed the dfiMltlof 

The chief part of their aulrsistence on tliia ial^lid' t!^^ 

be })eDguins, seal, ymmg birds, and {retro} whith they^ take in 

a curious way. Having caught a small Irird Utpy' tie a string 

to its leg and put it into .t htde where Uiie petals lay 

Several old birds instantly £niten upon the inhmdet!, <md are 

drawn out with him by the string. * ;. 

u 'WTg wdgheil and worked out of the bayci^ i^renriiig our 
depth of wator very gradually as we left the shorc^ hut having 
always tl^ same bottom, flue speckled sand, I can saMy rc^-opih' 
mend this hay as a good anchorage for sh^pingyandtwocaliloV 
lengths N.N.W. of the Beagle's Ig'rtb as the heri; {dace. 'V^rd 
and water are not to l)e found so close Ip jthe tua^ttomge "S m 
other Fuegian Imrbours, but they mdy be d*taiaed with vey 
iit^ tmiMe, and in any quantity, by op the passage 

(b^we«t the islands) to one of many strbiitft which run from 
tlw inghland. Them h plraaty of wide>' also y&cy nemr the 
beat h^, {« the adaith side, but fiseqittciify a surf breaks on 
thakiwadh. T**k fferi^lar advratag^ this roadsUiad 

pmneaaes, cofutk^io the ease wit^ whieh a vessel ««»* ‘®teT4»' 
leave it, qiuriii^ any wfawi ; • at; bring well 

pc^tted out by a KtnarkaWe C‘« 

.^cliiqMDaeDttel^ 

^dli|l^■a«ld eliBiwt dnaadted vesuri, 

' '■ • 'A*MP.a« 

’..Iriter .^Sr 
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knowing hor lotituiie within. mles of the truth, cannot 
to nsrite it out^ if the wesiilftir^^ k tolerably clear.. Wild fowl 
and shdl-fish were very acatoc there, piolmWy because t!>e 
Fuegiana Hikd Beared or cc3tisunied them. From the tp|)f of a 
At the east end of the large island, I saw a great 
way ^ or openings, which appeared to nin 

far' Ainwg many idlaiids and very broken 
laA^;* of islets, rocks, ainl breakers, as the 

coast was astonishing :'many hundreds were counted 

while looking eastward from cme station only. 

X ysriA^ much to know wh«sm , these openings led, and 
whetii«*^:^th^ wa» a direct commuideatipii througli them to the 
Strait^ as seemed almost certain; but considering the time 
already spent, the extent of coiist to Ins surveyed, and the sindft 
vantage of such information, except to satisfy curiosity, I 
tletermiricd to proceed to the next pmmiuent headland, a moun- 
tain at the S.E. extremity of Otway Bay, whoa- posithm I Imd 
already fixed wi^h respect to statums on Landfall Island. 

If tht^re k a passage through those openings into Otway 
Bay, it must be unfit for vessels, beiug hampered with outlying 
r<jck» ami tMTcak^B among which slie could find no sleeker in 
tile event of rainy weather coming on before she cieartxl them ; 
and cloiuk and rain are prevaleiit. As yet we hml been ex-^ 
tremely fortunate, in being under sail at intervals of fine wea* 
ther, and aAchia^ed dtoing the gales; but thb was partly 
owing to a very.^reful attention to the iKurometer atid synir 
piesometeix ^ 

Having left Ladtude Bay, we stood off until midnight, 
and then in shore a^;a]jn, carry^^ a press c€ thiie, in 
oiTiter k) ^ hold om old enemy, lh& current. 

» At dayfi^t i»)t havix^ been swept to leewrard 

by the current, we wore in a J|Ex>d positian for eontinuing the 
survey from tbe^l^^ the p^vibus night. We here up as 
soon as die land liSm^Eiili 

Island very iwhu: and then peered for Cape 

Tate mimdoned yesterday); 

Those outijidtig rooks are ifot wry daiiKeroitB, as sea 

as a 



CABE TAT1£*--PINCHAM IM.AN1»R. Deo. }p^|f 

always breaks violently upon th^V In crossing Otways: Bay^ 
the morning being dear« I wm Ti^niiitcd to add cousidmbiy to 
what iiad been already learned rrapecting the shores and dwig^rs 
around lt.(e) ' ' • , , ^ 

“ Off Cape Tate, to the nortli and westj? lie ■ Wig • College 
Rocka Those nearest the Cape are also neai^,^ df a 
ship running along the land, atid %ii|r a mile ^le^ lies 

a detached and dan^rous rock, m^r water. T^$dt^g6ik#lly 
kreaksonit. . 

“ We hail very thick weather when to tbi^. rocks, 
which obliged us to ‘ haul our wind’ for half ^ bour ; 'irhen, 
as it cleared, w'o steered ttwiml Cape Tate, about a mile, 
shore, I wa.s in hopes of gaining an anchorage ji^weeh it and 
the Fiucham Islands, and therefore kept as near, tlie land as 1 
could; but seeing numerous breakers a-head and outside of 
me, I altered our course, and steere<l to go outside of all the 
rock.s. After we had passed some of them, a large bight oja?j»e<l 
out to the north-eastward, and tenipted me taliauJ up for il. 
We tmtered tltc .sound at noon, and stood On for nearly f(»ur 
miles without finding an anchorage, or even gadning bottom with 
fifty fathoms of line, although at the entrance we had from 
twenty to ten fathoms. Thick weather coming on, made me 
very anxious to anchor somewhere, and we were now loo mucli 
hampered to .stand out again. Wc appeared to lie among a 
tnultitude of islands, very near each other, yet without any 
aneborage betwem them t therefore, having no otlier resource, 
we let go both aneboQ upon the end of a steepSided islet, where 
oimfeil into sev'en, tlie o^er into ten fathcans water, and hooked 
tberock^ Veering tudf a d^Io on each, we found, forty fathom.' 
undrr the stem, whbk amilar rocky bottom ; so that wc had 
the pleasant pospeckof shoiildes^ng out anchors, and 
drifltii^intO'de^ water, with squall. During 

the that day, b%|».^Wi^;:|^ for lietter 

anchorage, but without fuccess ; <*1 rocky 

OlMy Biij, hot fraht o« irhtch 

foood Fuy iiving It 

uiWiifiCf.-- RVI^' ■'I''-''. 
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ground with itom ten to iwmiy fatlimnsi here and there, Init 
not one that could be preferreii to oOr islet. 

80th. Qne Fuegian fitmily was found here, consisting of 
a man and woman) with their children, Buring this day it 
rairi^j^^W be done out of the ship; the 

wind ^aa t^^ yetmwfchjis I didiked our rocky l>erth, 

Stat. M w'lth dearer wcatlien Mr. Murray 

and M away to <lifl[erent parts of the sound, 

whife' rw^ employed near the ship. Ob^rvations for lati- 
tude, longitiide) variation were made. 

: JiQ3^ During part of the last niglu and this morn- 

ing, the wm^ blew strongly in s^jualls ami niade me very 
anxiow; blit the weather ren^ it impossilde tomoxevolun- 
tarUy, it hard as wdl us Idowing. At abtau 

dglil it cleared, and the wind shifted to t1u‘ soutlnvard, when 
we w^righed, and worked down the sound ; but it was after. 
wm\ before we bad cleared its cntnince, and scAcn in the even- 
ing before we were outside of all the breakers, the wind having 
been light and contrary the whole time, 

(2d.) At five this morning, being dose to the Fincham 
Islands,. with cldfat weather, and a fresh breeze from the N. \V., 
we staered into Ba^aker Bay, towards a, raggiHl4<K>king pixn 
jecting pdlnt. Having approached as near as we could, and 
sounded, and taken angles, we steered so as to pass outside of 
some very outlying' rocks, near the middle of the bay ; for 
in-sliore of them, t s^iw from the tmii^t-head numerous breakers, 
rocks, and ialets, in eveiy direction,^ A worse place for a slop 
t onld scarcely be found ; for, supposing thick weather to come 
on when in the depth of the bay, she would have lurking 
rocks and islets just uii^sh with' the water, on dl sides of her, 
and no guide to take dearfbf them, for soundings wxnild 
be useless; and in^u lx?st chart that could be 
constructeil would hot help Witli this idea of the plac^i 
and for reasons tSdio# which induct^ me to pm has- 
tily Gloucester, after 

passin|^ the ^idbay of « quarter of ^ 
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oAh. The land at the bottom the baj epftoe9<Etd 
tant, and much broken, lilted; iTt^ ilite W^ 

Cape Gloucester,(/^ diere is mi idmdst ionuitMr^ 

of islands and rocks, widiout anjr oitotinU(s!^:t^^ bind, 

so that (diannets might be touiid iit all 

no doubt, to Fuegiane in, their ctl^H^’but iK^^^H@||^|^^ 

in ship, nor even to sealers; for'wfaere the 

their canoes, seal# are nevef found in any<uuiii^m^ ’ ' 

“ III crossing Breaker Bay, even with a 
was a very cross and athwart! sea, owiiij^' dbub!fliiit(^*'to 
ocean swell rolling into this deep 

aiid much to the difficulty wliich vessels ai^i-fl^lh'^i|E#tting 

out of this bay : I should thcrcfcMY reoonuaend t^hsn^ to ti void 

it particularly. Cape Gloucester is a p^iipr^^ 

tory, which can nearer be mistaken, iti ?fiWlif- 

femit sketch of it. At a distance it makto lil^it 

out of the sea, but, on approaching nearw to ij| 4 iiirtow neck 

of land appars. 

“ We found from twenty to thirty futhotps toitt**, it the 
distance of a mile from the cap ; and saw iiW<^ ooftlying 


breaks about half a mile off ywife. From th#, sto^ hnd 
rocky nature of these coasts one would not expp^- tos|[j(|id smio^* 
ings uhtil close to the land : but on every imtM' trf tpi 
coast, that we have visited, the liottom may be i'eaielied i^h 
the sousKling lip. Some iistis'es were seen tmeW- & 
who miK^ a ta;^4to> stood into two toiling tor 

aacbmugey l»ut, ^ni^ng only rocks and breakep% stewed mong 
#honei^:iinis^|Nd.i^ and hauled a ^cious bay, 

to the idde of which thwe^^ppeared to be wsTOral 

(^lehiitgs like In workh^ across, we were agreeably 

Surprised to ffnd it a eontiniie^^IlM^**^ towards 

dwvS.E., told baiving regahir to twenty to foiav 

fadioiRs: 'We «»^hon^ ahmitw wW ■’* 

'^lirbto seemed to be a ‘ haibburj--'’ 

hdhoms, 
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Ibu^S a passage, iti which wereghod 
. snag bafflnj iwrfcctly diditereti 

wiad bj^d 8^ in which the bottom was composed of sand 
biid the d^tb (rf Water from fjve to 6ftecn fathoms. 

weighed and worked up to the en- 
} theti eschewed, wiwped into it, and moored 

secure and sheltered 'cove t had yet 
Laura Basin ; and tlie Ixiy w’c had crossed 
, .vh|K B ay. I was very gkid to discover so sale a 
feenafeled me toa^rtain the jwsition of Cajie 
the neighbouring land, with the (wrrectUess 
whidb no pMpniitetit a place requireilj-and bi;cause t iiopeo that 
ft wpu^d' Jlttweiiaefii} an a harbour for vessels, from the top of 
n high rld^ MAvunding the basin, 1 thought Cape Gloucester 
neesnod to be about seven miles off, and seeing a valley lead 
8on^^it]^%e in the desired dirt^'tm^^ determined to go to it 
ovi^tj^. Lw^ai so mtich pleased with the Iwy and the basin, 
that L did to spend some time in the examination 

of tb^t* yfcanty. The in<nintains hitherto exatuined l>etwe(;n 


■ 4hd these (the Grafton) islands, cimsist of grecn- 

Mudstone (excepting tlioae near Deojvwater 
iWx; of very coarso-gntinod whitisli granite) ; and 
fnntlvt^.Ctoti'titiual acthni of such heavy sea-s as braak on those 
Cbi» ^ndstone and slate rocks wear away, and by tlteir 
detritui Btft only the bottoms, of harboura are coveml* but a 
bank is ft>nned . which extends into the odingt A nKxlerate 
depth of Wat^^d good anchorti^^i were found /near slaty or 
wendstono billj^ bwl exactly the l^rse in tlm vicinity of gra- 


“ ^ 1 . Early tbb^mtMidng J sent Mr. Mui-rby in a whale- 
boat to mcainiae aiai^ftl^i Sc^* e|)enings I bad noticed im the 
north side of and Mr, Btobes tc» make* idan of 

the hwbmji^ arid (he hnsin itt which we were lying. Theiai«4# 

in case Iffi jfoodr^ 
' % biuVweather. , tp ' 
for mwaiki on d«« sulyeet.-B. f : ' 
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cofitld be more coovNii^t ti^ tbl^^ 

^ Mul watering ; trad we took ad\aant»ge <^it Wibe ot»*i08t by 
^ng the 8hip'’s hold. The water cattkii w<we fill-in owr boat; 
in perfectly smootli water, wpd thf wood wfts.;^pt*i^| 0(»5 to tlw 
waterside. , j; , ...i' , 

“ eUi. A pajjy of twelve, conalatiag of thd 
Wilson, Mr. Megget, eight seamen and myself. Ml Wl| 
the ship, iijtendifig to walk to Cape ^Imicester/^e jaj^l^^ W 
valley at the N.W. corner of theluwbcmrmt^ibtg^lMr inatoli, 
two nten carrying the tent, and the othtans our ipsfrume^ and 
provisions ; we had arms also, in case of jueetktg Xafliai^ ,13^^ 
cult travelling, with such a cargo, very soon us. to stop 

and rest, but by continual changes with ^e bcavjetst load^ tmd 
great exertion on the jMirt of those who carried them, we got 
over two-thirds of our journey in the course of , Uie day, rrad at 
night pitched our tent, and defied the rain wldclr pout^ inces- 
isantly until seven the following morning : when every height 
was covere<l with snow, as if it had been the middle, of winter. 

“ 7tb. As soon as we had breakfasted we moved on again, 
and at noon reached tlie foot of a mountain which forms tlie 
Cape. Leaving the others to pitch our tent and cook some vic- 
tuals, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Megget, and two seamen, ascended the 
moMOtaiu with me. A very severe task we had, but at la^ 
gained the highest pinnacle, where there was just room tp 
place the thf^edite and kneel by it, at the risk of a puff pf 
^n|in|^px$ over either side. A stone moved &om its place, 
would have reached , jtbe water as . soon froip one side as from 
the .other, not a very cleat day, but sufficiently so to 

enable mf ^^in detlied from 

this ^umuntll^ a «lbp; view of dpgmus place Breaker 
Bay, and was *^«i cdhfirmed m ^ of 

and rejdced lh|d I did^iwt the Beagle, 

thus succeidedj and butk^.^)^ one cased 

^^^^and other in a l)otU^. wf.iWCit our pockets with 
df the rcK’k and returned j ratb^:, too quickly, .for the 
hiU Mdsted us jife^ widied, Bunng 

fufi^ans had aj|;^Biir«d^ who 
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inoffeiiriver but tliey serried very distrustful of us, and, liefore 
stsn-rise ne^ct morning, were all gone except one man. These 
n^ives to be very active and went up the mountain in 

idK^ut that our party required*. They had two 

canoes but how they had reacdied this place by 

wh^ the exposed bay they must have 
were considered, Perha})s 
th<^ bad 'carriid their canoes overland, being rather like the 
Chflate made of Imrds sewed together. 

#8(h/ W the vpiccH of the Fuegians at day-break 

th}i morning ; but at four o'ckxrk only one old man remaim cl, 
who was plobaWy^l^^ to watch us. We began our return, 
i-atl><^ stiff from ptrovious days’ exertiems, and looking dismally 
at the hi^ ragged Mils between the Beagle and ourselves. The 
first ascent on aiip way back^was the worst of all ; how the men 
carried their cargo so w^ell astonished me, for with a very light 
load I wiui glad to rest fixcpiently. Breakfast revived us, and 
by taking afterwards a better line wc* avoided tlie 8tee}>est hills 
and found much easier walking. While resting at our meal 
the weather was so clear that I got bt?arings of Cape Inman 
and other points more than fifty miles distant. There was very 
little Variety or novelty in this walk through a Fuegian islancl. 
The same kind of scenery and tlie same spmes of plants and 


shrubs were found which we had seen every where else in 
Tierra del Fuego. Being more or less rocky made tlie only 
change. Of quadrupeds, excepting otters and dd^, I saw no 
.traces, nor do I think any were to he found. A large kind of 
sni}>e, by some called a woodcock, and quails, <rff%large and, I 
think, peculiar species, were often seen and The latter 
are not by any rno^s so tasted the European quail, 
»uud their itesh is dbi^eiriand^ At seven this evening we 


were again on boaid a little tired. 

‘‘ Should any inclined to make a rimilar 

excursion towittda|^^ he bad tetter not think 

tooliglitly 

into man^ open-' 

Mgtl b^||(^ the and having collected 
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a sheltered place we only fait ft £&w wttywaw*» 

Munfty’s account it af^neared that tine adjaH^ 

ing it to the eastvanl are ft cluster l^ng te|^Bar*'%fUt <|ulte 
separated from the mauiland, or t^her ti hdi ^aj 

l>y a cbminel 'Opening northward IntO; iBixakicel^i^,^^4^ tO^^ic 
southward in^ Stokes Bay. They wwfU* 

Islands. -.r- ; 1 ^.,.^' 

“ lOth. We bad a lieavy gale throughout this daqr ftdth- fltvtidi 
rain. Bad weather, while at a good ant^orage^ E tSd not* ftt that 
time regret, as the materials ftw our charts accumuhtled-'fsait, 
and afforded no leisure time while we ware detftihed ott board. 

** lit}). A favourable day allowed US to examine ftnd sound 
the outer nrads, and obtain a round of angles ftom die western 
extreme of Ipswich Island, which completed my triangulation. 
Landing there was dangerous, and ascending the hill extremely 
difficult, un account of thick tangkd brushwood which grow*, 
about tliree or four feet high on every part of the east side, and 
is so matted tx^cther as to l>e almost impenetrable. We gene- 
rally sxTambled over this jungle, but sometimes crept under it. 

“ 12th. A tolerably fine tlay. The sun was visible IxHh in 
the morning and afternoon ; and from different Summits Mr. 
Stpiitesatid I took .angles. The sky lieing clear near the horizon 
gawft' us a wide range. Meanwhile the ship was prepared to sail 
in search o| a new place at which to employ our instrument.'-. 
I lulled dilit 'diu l^n, harl)our, and roadstead, might Ix' of 
servi^ mnl ibercfote spared no pains about them. Eight l.tti- 
tudaii t|»|).^ 5 ^)taincd by sets of circura-meridional altitmU^ti ; 

'sextants : tmai .lty Mr. Stokea, the rest i\y 
i^peed, ft^Conds, I supixtsrd 

tlwir mm»4i9<^:TiaiuAy 'c 0 tvsst!ti:'^&ltM 0 ^£o): time were gotxl, 
and the clmoiMiiietm wm tliat dcfiendeme 

iia«y''be plaodf wptm the 

btmild iWiiad €hi[)e Mtum and aomdeut, or in 

^pnt ofiwbod w water, tbw It very 

aod.eai^ tofttttor prevail- 

ia||wei|(i^ wands. ■ 
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l9th. We weighed and left the harbour^ but the niwning 
l^^red toohaty to allow dF our running down the coast, there- 
ftMe vintil:^|^ oNslock we kept iinder easy sail in the roads. 
Bidngtdbi^'iild siKMlerate after '^t^^ time, we passed Leading 
to watch for a breaker neiur it> It broke 
hiti bsinr that we waited^ ^erefore probably 

tkiatelB wilder ^^ough th allow any vessd to paalaia safety. At 
ten we hiwe np, and ran towards Isabella Island; my first 
bell^ to look for a platse called by sealers * Hope Har- 
from what ”1 could learn, ought to lie there- 
nbbtitiik Its situation was not recognised by our lxmt8wain,{A) 
wb> had been In it when sealing on this coast ; so passing close 
to Iwfoelht Island, we hauled our wind under the lee of the land, 
came to cm anchor in fifteen fathoms, slK'ltercd from nordi 


to S.W, b. fk A high peaked hill, over the cove where I took 
observations, made this a suitable place for the business of tlK> 
survey. Mr. Murray went up tlie height, while Mr. Stokes 
and I were etoploYed near the water, till rain set in and <b’ove 
ns on board. This i» the easternmost of the Grafton Islands. 
Bejtwrd the dtanud, which separates tkini from the main IxxJy 
of islamls, ap|x;ared a succession of broken land, ■ not very 
high, blit reaching apparently to a distant range of snowy 
mountains. The part nearest to us was a labyrintli of islets and 
rocks. Towards night the wind increased much, ai»d di«w to 
the S.W. siiHi S.W. b. S. I was doubtful of our anckarage, *bk 1 
ihad the wind drawn one point mtax; to the southward, We should 
have had a kavy sea to dmd with, and must ^gped our 
cable. ■ 

*‘14th. liraoderat!edag|^,aiul thesunshowu^^H^^'^ough 
to enable tiw to get be on board in io wmgh at 

iiine. W« had rei(|)|i^t».t^Nlhk ft aeaUng veaodi along 

tfaia const not by die traces oar boats found in 

several plaoee. bad frequented tbcse^islahds, for 

th«r wigwaitu vHm^Mind Wery where. Observatimis oti i^iore 
hiade our a BdK H. i H ^! |ii^‘i^ some consequence, alUua^h as a 


Ht.' WodifeH,' and since that-tii»e with 
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safe anchorage for other ves^ls, it is oiit t>f the question, being 
iqij exposed roadstead, \rith many rocks, both to Sekvrard and 
in-shore. A sealer might use it, but hot wii^lng^y *I should 
think. As we ran towards the Agnes lidands, bUifcwg a strong 
W.N.W. wind, many rocks and bmkers Showed thfeti^Hes, 
and when we neared the islands; becmmi nutnerotis ito side 
of us. It 'woaM ' hare been more prudent to have k^t Otitsidc 
all of them ; "Init I was anxious to find Hope Harbohr, or run 
into the entmiice of the Barbara Channel, and 'anchor in the 
north cove of Fury Island. Having passed the tlnw^Agnes 
Islands, and being nearly abreast of Cape Kempe,* our view 
IxM'ame far from agreeable,' for the sM?a, on all sides, seemed 
strewed with breakers ; and how to steer so as to pass between 
them was jierplcxing. We were at this time running free, umfer 
treble reefed topsails, with top-gallant yards and masts on deck ; 
the wind being .strong from W.N.W'., but the weather tolerably 
dtw. Suddenly the boatswain hailed, ‘ Hard-a-port, a iwk 
under the bows !’ Round the little vessel turned, dmost jis fast 
as the order was given ; but the thrill that shot through us was 
'happily not the preciirsiw of our destruction ; for the 8up|wsed 
rock proved to be a huge whale which hml risen chjse to the 
Ixiws, and wa.s mistaken for the top of a rock by the Ixiatswain, 
who looking out on the forecastle, while I was at the 
mast-head, and tlie ‘ hands’ were upon detk. This part of 
the coast, from the Agnes Islands to Cape Sebomberg, is the 
worst I have seen, it is sr> very broken, and has so many nx ks 
and dangerous breakers lying at a Imig distance from the 
shore. 

** At hooU vre were cKseto Fury Island ; but the wind fell 
and prevent^ oiir making much progress. Fury Harbour, 
wlH*re the Saxe Cobottrg wa» lost, is k wild'caEposed place, and, 
a# the bottoWi is bad, it tmgbt tb |»e avoiW by all vessels: 
th^ is but <s^ patch of good anidtiftat is very small. 

♦* Fury Idlaiid^ Ba 

at tift entfiaiice to which 8tiii^di^»»t Skythrg, a 

nKtst'faarren inountaiBj,. distpec. 

peak*, i{i-»hi>rv of Cfc|>« iw v«tj i 
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We all felt niueh aclditional interej^t in wlmt then seen, 
on acH^punt of the late survey in the Adelaide. Cape Schomberg 
and the Astjcea Kock were easily known by Lieutenant Graves's 
sketch. To a high mountain, which in some views very much 
rcvsembled the dome of St. Paurs, I gave that name (finding it 
out of ^ limits of Lieutenant Skyriiig's survey): it lies a short 
distance e^t of Cape Scbomberg. A passage ap^ared to go to 
the eastward, passing from the Barbara channel^ northward of 
, Cape Schomberg and St. PauPs. Light baffling winds and im 
ebl>tid€, of about a knot an hour, setting out of the Barbara, . 
detained us until six r.M., betwetm the Magill mid Fury 
Islands; but soon fdler that hour we anchored in Nortfi Cove, 
a small but perfectly secure place. By reaching this anchorage, 

I had the satisfaction of being enabletl to connect iny work 
with Lieutenant Skyring's, and to take a fresli start for the 
next piece of coast Hitherto wt had been extremely fiirtunate, 
Inith with the ship and the boats ; but such success could not 
be expected always. 

15tb. Early this inoniing, IMr. Murray went in a whale- 
boat to the islands, near Ca|>e Keiiipe, to ascertain the situations 
of some reefs and islets thereabouts, and sketch the outer coast. 
Mr. Stokes went in another boat to* look for Hopi? Harln^ur, 
iind examine pait of the coast. The lioatswaiu accompanied 
him, as he thought he knew his way by passages among the 
islands, altliough he had failed to recognise the place from tlie 
offing. 

16th. Bad weather, blowing a g;de of wind and raining 
nearly all the day. 

17th. A squally and disagreeable day ; but dur boats made 
someprc^r^, , ; 

f 18th. Some N|ktives came alongside for a short time. As 
usual, we would r^t allow them to come on board, Ix^cause of 
their bring such d^terous diieves/ man to whom the canoe 
ap^ared to and more stoutly 

made, than any we, the Fuegians. Aft^ bar- 

terin^^jme they left us. ^ - 

Early this monditg Mr. Stokes returned: he had 
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been near cnptigb to Hope Harbcair, to see that it was in the 
Gmfhaa Ishuids, and was one dT the coves esaniitied by Mr. 

He Uie^ returned as he had been deched ; but made 
veiy good use of his time while away» by coUe^ing naaterials 
for the cbarto. He Ml in wjtb ja canoe vunder sail (the sail 
being a s^-skin); tlie brst insbuice I hhd tHbii icnomnof a 
Fuogiah canoe sailing. As far as Mr. Stdkes could see to the 
northward, the kmd was very brok»i, or rather it was a mass 
of islands reaclnng to the base of a range of snowy nunmtauis. 

N<jrth Cove is large enough to hold any vessel when moored ; 
but the passage, in and out, is too naitow and difficult fiir a 
sld[) of more than three or four hunilred tons, unless she uses 
warps. Being on the weather fade of liigh Imid, but slieltered 
by low islands, williwaws tlo not annoy during westerly winds ; 
Imt in a southerly gale I think they would be furious. 

My next budt w'as to asci^nd Mount Skyrtng. As there 
was but little snow on it, and the ground quite clear of wood, 
the a.sa‘nt was easy ; but when at the summit I could not see 
far, liecnuse of low misty ckuuls. I had taken only a compass 
with mu, intending to look round, and ascend a second time 
with ray us<ial contpanjou, a tUeodolitet After taking a few 
bearings, I moved tlie compass olf its stand, and placvd it on 
a stone ; wlien, to my suqjrbe, I found the biaring of a point, 
I bad just been looking at, altered twt^ity degrees. Suspecting 
the cause, I put it on another stone, a few feet distant, and 
found the bearing again altered many degrees. I then examuw?d 
the stones, and found there was roudi pyrites in them ;• and 
tliat when broken, or struck against one onotber, they smelt 
strongly of sulphur. The conipaas was then replaced on its 
stand, and bearings of the same point taken frmn various spots, 
only a few feet apm^ the pohd being many miles distant, and 
at each spot die compass gave a di^Mwiitibearing, and was veiy 
(kdi and alfhou^ it was a g^sKato’s, coaipass, 

wilfc v* card. Having that d»e very 

otanfog fo^attnietims I ttt the diip, bitend- 

St 'tkw 
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it^ to Meto/ ;^»Cart|)(»r ^ » c(Bitp(»» in ; tnsd an 

been deceived in liw 

ftmn a iawiWf*MJ*e» I hoped toprc«iure nround of angles,^ With 
a tiieodolite . 1 ^ to a true boating, which might be serviceable 
far hi* work, as wcU as my 0 ^. Many piece* of the stone, 
from ^ifihwsSI height*, wercr brought down; and in most of 
them were traces metal. 

« The proked. top of this mountain is a mere heap of kiose 
stones of idl as®*. Whether the rock has betai sliattered in toi* 
nianBcn-by frost, by volcanic fire, or by lightning, I cannot 
tell ; but I should tliiiik, from its ap^jearance, by all three. 
Many of the stcmes are vitrified, and many are jratousy like 
pumice-stones, altltough not so light. 

“ 30th. I again went up Mount Skyriug, takiitg a tltccxlulite 
with me ; and as the day was j>erfit;Uy clear, and fret? from 
clouds, every point of land was visible, which can at any time 
be seen from that summit. Mount Sariniento ap})earetl in ail 
its grandeur, towering above the other iTTountains t«» at least 
twice their height,.and entirely covered with snow.. Having set 
the tlieodolite to a painted post, fixed mi shore near the Beagle 
(five miles distant), from which I had previously olitained the 
exact astronomical bearing of the spot on wlfich the theod<dite 
Mas ydaced; I obtained a most satisfactory round of angles, 
induiling most of the remarkable yieaks, ialdnds, ami capes, 
within a range of forty miles from the mountahi. The day was 
so fine, that jt was notetfid on the htight, nor was tliere any 
wind to disturb the adjustment of the instruin^t. 


This busineas being: ocany^ed, I returned on boaixl with 
Mr, Wili^ji, wlfos itoiBg tlte time I was on the height, mad* 
some very good skcfohto. Ewrn *1 this early period hi* draw* 
, ings weite heiroip^ a valmdde to the gfomiings <rf our 

cruise, ot^ tbrir numb^ inerrobid fast ; for he took much 


pains with: them, and product itof oidy gotMl dpirohi^ 

vam aeeuratode||i|e^foa»^^^^ :< 'q; . 

; cj^^ rottatied' 

fishifiif .yro obtained fcixinml oC 
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diet, for we shot mudlLwild fowl (geese, sliAgs, and duokiEt)^ and 
cau^jbt in the kelp, which woe excdileat eating. All that 
could ' be |»ocured was regularly and equally distributed to 
tlie different ineAses in turn, aii4 w account kept in a * game 
book.’ (Appendix.) ^ ' 

“ S2d. Mr. Stokes went to exa^^ iPury’ Harbour, and 
returnwl late at night. In consequence ofj hie account of tiie 
remains of the Saxe Cobout^ sealing schooner* lost in .that bar* 
hour, I sent a boat with the carpcnfor to collect fi-om it some 
wood Mid Ixihs which might be useful to our ship, and reniainni 
at anchor for a <lay longer than I had intended. 

“ I’liis day all hands were put upon two-thirds’ allowance, but 
.•vs itwasa mea.surewhich affected the crew muchand myself not at 
all, I was reluctant to give the neci-ssary order, without first pro- 
posing the measure ojteuly, and giving the following reasoivs ; 

“ Having succeedetl beyond exjjectation in tlie examin.ation 
of the coast thus far, and hoping to lie able to continue tlie 
survey in the same manner, while our provisions last<-d, I 
thought it lietter to shorten the allowance while all hands were 
well mid hearty, and could obtain supplies of fish aii<! wild 
fowl, rather than at a later period, when we might be otherwise 
situated. An extent of coast lay lieforo us, and the parts par- 
ticularly pointed out by Captain King, were yet nnexaaiined. 

“ 24th. A tolentbly fine day ; I tried all the compasses on 
sliore, in three different places, placing them in a line to a dis- 
tant mark ; liecau-sc in taking bearings, for the variation fif 
the compass, during previous days, I hml found very wid< 
diiliseuces between the result.s of the same, as well as diffen iit 
compasses ; and they were alw very sluggish ; the light cards 
being more so tluUt the heivy ones. I found it impossible to 
reconcile thrfr results by ehimg^ of pli»t» or position, therefore it 
is probaUe that air tlte rock affected idle J»ccdle ; and I sus- 
mg only Ahis isUmd and the one pn which Mount 
pjittwted* but m<Mt of die 

lyiDg 'di*Oli't-''a''inile to seaward 
^&e&n'iiiig!i,:pn' whid), Skyring, 



waieb the tMe, oa tl» day of new moon, at the entrance of the 
channel, and brought back a piece of the rock of which, the 
loat-mehtioned cluster of islets consists. It is similar to that 
of Fury Island and Mount Skyring, apj)arentiy metallic, ^nth 
a sulphureous smell, when struck or broken.^ Smali pieces 
put ncaf the « 50 TnpasS did not seem to aftecl it sensibly ; but I 
did not S^nd time in trying the ex|)erinieut M'ith nicety, being 
satisfied^ of the general result. There may be metal in many 
of the ^^tfeegian mountains, and I much regret that no j)ersoii 
in the Vessel was skilled in mineralogy, or at all acquainted 
mth geology. It is a pity that m good an opportunity of ascer- 
taining the nature of the rocks and earths of those regions should 
have been almost lost. 

“ I, could not avoid often thinking of the talent and ex}>c- 
rience required for such scientific researches, of which we were 
wliolly destitute ; and inwardly resolving, that if ever I left 
England again on a similfir ex|xdition, I would eiKleuvour to 
carry out a person qualified to exannne the land ; while the 
officers, and myself, would attend to hydrograph v.'^' 

• Geologiesl S<x*iety, Coll. Kr>, 3f)7* 
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CHAPtJ^ft XXi/ 

f^kynng'« chai t Noir i nland — Pengaius — F uegtans — Bittiraienfo — 
Towjishend liarbour—Horaco Peaks — Cape Besolation— ^Bbat 

Basket — Search in DeKoiato Bay— Natives — Heavy gale-^-Stirpriae 

Seixttre — Consequences — Ketum to Beagle — Sail to Steward Harbour 
—Set out again — Escape of Natives — Uimvailiog search— Discomforts 
— -Tides — Nature of Coast — Dqria Cove — Cbristniaa Sound — Cook — 
Vork-Miiister — March Harbour— Build a boat — ^l^reacherous rocks — 
Skirmish wkuth the Natives— Captives — Boat-metnory — Pcti el. 

5^5th. We weighed, and went round to P^ury HaHK)ur, tV)r 
the carpenter and his cargo, imd met him with a spar and a 
raft of plank, taken from tlte wreck* Having Itoisteti the bout 
up, and got the plank on lioard, we stmwl out towards tho 
West Furies, by the wind; rtiy intention l>eing either to sail 
round Noir Island, or anchor under it, l>eforc running to tho 
eastward, in order that no part of the sea-coas^t might Ix^ loft 
uncxainined* We passed very^^ near some of the rocks, but as 
the day yvas fine and tfie weather clear, a good lf)pk«ont at the 
ma£.t-he|td Could l>e trusted. ^ 

** leaving tlie vicinity of Mount Skyring, I sliould 

remark that the true Ixitriiig of Mount Sarniiento’s si nr, mil 
which I obtained from the top of Mount Skyring, laid ofl ou 
Lieutenant Skyring^s chart, {>aA$ed as. truly througli his 
tion of the sunipiit as if the line hacl been merely drawv» lx* 
tween them, 'A'iiis is Wghly creditable to his work, for I knon 
he did n<>t himself see Sariiiknta> wbm Mouiit 

tte westward^ to- 

i#tiWji>vwo^;'l -tbeldtere^ W d neasiag N^'"' 
Istai4. ' W« ii«r the T<3i#«r before tiark, and 

for hi-«b«iro df iii % ett 
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among which we had steered when passing the Agnes Islands 
and Cape Kempe. u 

“ The night was spent in making short boirds, under l^fed 
topsails, over the same two iniles of ground, as nearly as pos- 
sible, with tl>e leatf going, and a thoroughly good look-out. 
At daylight next morning the w'ind became strong and the 
weather thick, with rain, hut wo made as much sail as we could 
carry, ai»d worked to windward all the day. In the afternoon it 
moderated, and before 'dark we anchored in a very good road- 
.stead, ilt the east end of Noir Island, sheltered from all winds 
from N. to S. b. E. (by the west) ; over a clear, sandy bottom ; 
and with a sheltered cove near us where boats may land easily, 
and get plenty of w<Mtd an<l water. In working up to the 
Island, we passed very near a dangerous rock, under water, 
lying four miles off shore; and anot tier, near the anchorage. 
The sea does not break on either of them when there is not 
much sw'ell. 

“ S7tli. A fine day favoured us ; the master went to one part 
of the island, and Mr. Stokes to another, while I went to a third. 
Having taken angles at the extreme west jxiint (w'hich ends in 
a cluster of rocks like needles), I passed quite round the island, 
and returned to the ancliorage after dusk, landing here and 
tiiore for liearings, in my way. 

*• There is a cove at the south part of the island, where bhats 
would be perfectly safe in any ■weather, but the entrance is too 
narrow for decked vessels. The island itself is narrow and lung, 
uppareutly the top of a ridge of mountains, and formed of sand- 
stone,* wliich accounts for the bottom near it being so gootl, 
and for the needle-like appeamneo of the rocks at the west end ; 
a!H the smad-stotie, being very soft, is continually wearing away 
’ by the action of the water. v / ? 

“ Multitudes of penguifis were swarming togethor in some 
jmrts of the island, among the bushes and ‘ tussac’^ neat' the 
Mtore, havitig gone there for the pufposes of moitltfog and r^r- 

• GeriogieJ^fe^ (perhaps clay-slate. P.PlJC.J 

. aine ta %mclc rushy kind of grass, which' grows 

■:ac8'' 
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iug thdr young. Tl»ey w«re viery valiantin j^f-defenw, au4 tm 
upeurwoutheti, by doKen:^ at any one wbo biVad^ tlteir tetris 
toiy, little knowing how soon a stick could js^ter them on the 
ground. The young were good eating, jtasit: idle others |«Foved 
to be black and tough, when cooked. manner in which 
they feed their young is ciuioua, and i^er' amusing. The 
old bird gets on a little einineiiee, and makes a great noisi‘ 
(between quacking and braying), holding its head up in the air, 
as if it were haranguing the penguinuery, while the ynung one 
stands close to it, but a little lower. The old bird itaving couti- 
nued its clatter for about a minute, puts it.s head down, and 
opens its mouUi widely, iirto which the young one tltnicits its 
head, and then appears to suck from the tlwoat of its niothi r 
for a minute or two, after w'hich the clatter is rejKsited, and 
the young om; is again fed; this continues for alwot ten 
minutes. I observed some which were moulting miike the saific 
noise, and then apparently swallow what they thus supplied 
themselves witli ; so in this way 1 supjwse they are funiishcl 
with subsistence during the time they cannot seek it in tlie 
water. Many hair seal were seen alwut the islaml, and 
three were killed. Wild fowl were very numerous. .Strange to 
say, traces of the Fuegiaiis (a wigwam, &.c.) were found, which 
shows how far they will at times venture in their canoes. 

“ No danger liesouuside of Noir Island, exeept in the Tower 
Hocks, which are above water, and ‘ stecqvto,' Imt many perii.'. 
lie to the south-eastward. Indccil, a worse place than the ncigli- 
bourluKHl of Cape Kempc and the Agnes Islands could not 
often be found, I think : the chart of it, with all its stars to 
uiark therock-s, looks like a nuip of partof the heavens, rather 
than jmrt of llie earth. 

“ 28th. At daylight we sailed from these roads, tmd p-asse.! 
close to theTower llocks (with|B.half a cahhi's length) ; they are 
tWt^nly ih namher, a mile a b4f apart, imd 
Thence , ire s^i^ v towards piy totwidon la^^^ 

leek ^ »nei«h|^ in that ^reptipn. This day 

■'ao' cl^ithat, whj^.'.we;;’!^^, ;l|)eisahp!ie^ St. Paul 
hunt ^rimehto A breeze 
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catri^d lis ihroUj^ Pratt Passage, which st?parates London 
Island frSin Sydtitfy^^^^ to an anchorage in a good harbour, 
under a high peaked hill (Horace Peaks), which is a good 
inark ^fw it." Kn^ing no soundings in the Passage as we 
nppn^ac^hed, reason tq he anxious ; but in the har- 

tear, the bottom prdfved to be excellent, and the water only of a 
moderate dqjth. As soon as we anchored, I tried to ascend 
Horace Peaks, but returned without having reached theii* sum- 
mits before dark ; however, I* saw enough to give inc a general 
idea of tlie distribution of the land and w ater near us. I thought 
that this anchorage would be favourable for ascertaining the 
latitude of Caf>e Schouilx^rg* with exactness: having found a 
consi<lerahle difference be^tween our chart and that of Lieute- 
nant Skyring, respt^cting the iatitinie of that promontory. 

Meanwhile I contemplated sending the master to a head- 
land called by Cook, Cajxi Desolation, and which well deserves 
the name, being a high, craggy, barren range of land. I wan 
not sorry to find myself in a safe anchorage, for the weather 
srtirneil lowering ; and after teing favoured with some moderate 
days, we could not but expec^t a share of wind and rain. 

29t.k This moniing the weather looked as if we should be 
repaid for the few fine j^ays which w e had enjoyed ; :but as we 
felt it necessary to work in bad weather as well as in good, it 
ilid not prevent the master from setting out on his way to 
Cape Desolation; near which, as a conspicuous headlaiuf, whose 
jxisition would be of great consequence, he was to search for a 
harteur, and obtain observations fca* connectirig tlie survey. 
He could not have btxm in a finer teat (a wlinle-lioat built by 
Mr. May, at San Carlos) ; and as he w^ell knew what to do with 
her, I did not feel uneasy for his safety, although after his 
^ departure the wind^ increased rapidly, and towards evening 
blew a hard gale. The bammeter had not givcif so ihudi 
ing as usual i bui lt had been falling gradually sinctbdr afeval 
in this harbour, and fall. The syinj^ie&bmeter had 

been more on the ahd rapidly. 

(80th.) A continued wit^^ aiid thick weather 
* A lijgh mouniain at the end of London Island. 
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throughout the day- Durbg the night the weather became 
rather m<»e moderate ; but m themorpmg of the Slat, the wind 
again increased to a ^e, a»t| towards noon, the willi waws were 
so violent, that our small culler, lying as^nt of the ship, was 
fairly capsized, though she h id not even standing* Tlie 

ship lierself careened, as if Under a press of sail, sending all 
loose things to leeward w^ith a general crash (not licing secured 
for scfs, w bile mcxired in so small a cove), but so rapklly did 
these blasts from the mounta ais pass by, that with^a go(^ scope 
of chain out, it was hardly strained to its utmost liefore the 
squall was over. While the g^e was increasing, in the aftermx)n, 
the topmasts were struck ; ye{ still, in the squalls, tlie vessel 
heeler! many strakes when they caught her a--lH*ann At night 
they followed in such rapid succession, that if tlie holdir)g- 
ground had not been excellent, and our groanthtackle verv 
strong, we must have been driven cm tlie rocks. 

** Under the lee of high land is not the best anchorage in 
tliese regions. When gcxxi Imlding-ground can !)e found to 
windward of a height, and low land lies to windward of the 
anclmrage, sufficient to break the sea, the place is much to h: 
prrfeJTed ; tx*omse the wind is stcatly and dexjs not Idow home 
against the height. The lije side iy( thest‘ heights is a great deal 
worse tlmn the west side of Gibraltar Rock while the strongest 
Levanter is blowing. 

Considering that tliis month corresponds to August in 
our climate, it is natural to compare them, and to think how 
hay and com would prosper in a Fiicgiaii summer. As yet I* 
have found no diffbraice in Tkfra del Vwego b(^twi*e!i summer 
and winter, excepting that in theformcr the clays are kinger^anc! 

the average temperature is pc^rha{>s ten decrees higher, but 
tbax* is also then nawc wind and raln^ 

V Theipif stiM^ m4 thing being 

•.; ship. However, liafe Mufr»y might 

jisive foiled, his time, I knew, irksoniel v , 

as he cskiid umved abpurt sihesa 
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V *nd unsettled. This gale began 

at and in«sr round to S.S.W. Much rain comes 

usuaUyftotn the N^V. quarter; and as the wind draws south- 
wturd, the weather <b^mes cleac«!r. The squalls from the 
soilthem quarter iB^ag a great deal of hail with them. 

« 3d; I was enidhled to take a round of angles from Horace 
Peaks* over the ship, the sky being clear near the horizon. Tiie 
tlieodblite had been left near tiie top since the ^th, each day 
having beeni too bad to use it. These peaked hills required time 
and exfa; tion iu the ascent ; but tbe wide rang*- of view obtained 
from their summits on a clear day, amply repaid us for toth. 
If the height was sufficient, it gave a Inrd's-eye view of many 
leagues, and showed' at a glance where channels lay, which 
were islands, and what was the nature of the surnmnding land 
and water. Tlw; .sliatterod state of all thes^; peaks is remarkal>le ; 
frost, I think, must be the diitf cause. 

“ After being decrived by the magnetism of Mount Skyring 
and other places, I nes'er trusted tbe compass on a Ijeigbt, but 
always set up a murk near the water, at some distanw, and 
frotti it obtained the astronomical bearing of my station at the 
summit This afternoon we prepared the ship to piwml as soon 
as the master should arrive. 

“ 4th. Moderate weatlier. I was smqirised that the m-istiMr 
did not make his apjxjarance ; yet, having full confidence in 
his prudent management, and knowing that he hatl Iwn all 
the time among islands, upon any one of which be could 
baul up his Isjat and remain in safety during the gales, 1 did 
not fwl much anxiety, but supposed he was staying to take 
the necessary angles and observations, in ♦hich he htul ?>cen 
delayed by the very dtad weather we had lately experiena'd. 

“ At three this moming I was called up to hear that 

the whale-boat Was bat^ioIcNfl^ by the nativeS f ai^ tiiat her 
coxswain and tw-o the shi]i^ « clumsy 

canoe, made like a ;|«q^'baslcet, of wicker-work covered with 
pieces of canvas, and baed y^iUt day, yet^ aid difficult 
to paddk; ...They bea^ltot who, with the 

othtT pe(^^ , ^as III under Cape Desolation, where 



they stoppeci m tlm iirst day. TbatgK«m toii- 

fiumedt two-thirda haTjog bem boat, and the 

ratum of the natives, to Ydunder, and p^haps MU t}iem» was 
expected daily. 

I'be liasfcet, I eaunc^ call it a canoCyf 1# th^ Ca(>e (now 
doubly de^^rviog of its name) early on ibe^ morning of the 
4tli, aiul wurkexl its way slowly aud heavily amongst tlie 
islands, the men having only oih> biscuit eaoli with them. They 
padJIe<l all day, and tlie following night, \mtU two o'clock tins 
morning {/>th), when in {lassing thea>ve where the ship lay. 
they heaiti one of tair dogs liark, and fountl their way to us 
quite worn out by ftitigwe and hunger. Not a moment was lost, 
my lx>at was inmiediately prejiarid, and I l&astened away w ith 
a fortnight’s pnivisions for eleven men, intending to relieve the 
uuister, and then go in search of the stolen boat. The w eather 
Mas miiiy, and the wind freslfand stinally ; but at eleven o’eloi k 
I mushed the cov% having parsed to seaward of the cajio, 
ami there found Mr. Murray anxioubly, but doubtfully, av;ait- 
i«g my arrival My first object, after inquiring into tiV* 
busim^, was to icrutiniite minutely the place w the kxit 
Imi hem moored, (for 1 could not l)elieve that slie imil hk^n 
stolen;) but I was soon convinml that she had been well 
secured in a per^tiy safe place, and that must, indt id, 
Imve boexi taken away, just before daylight, by the naeivi s. 
Her iiml ajid sails, and jJiurt of the provisions wcio in iur 
but the||nen*s clothes and the instruments hud fortunaiely !k j 
laiwltti It was Uie usual custum with our IxkUs, whea asv » y 
fmm the sJxip, to ke<q> a watch at night ; but tins 

so isolated aiwi deflate, that such a pre<mui<»ii <lul 
not seem neeessaryv Had 1 bpm w boat, 1 siuiultl 
her lit the for I only kept 

..■••■jlisgtefc I 

'IwHts «iw unii«*|«oi|ljr4.''McI on .this 

bf^psiid.'v tt a)>peai^ a party of them wen- 
#»t' bac hnve m-en her arrive : 
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while theii’ wigwaoiifCime bo hiddea as to escape the obser- 
viMjott o£ the whaledioat’s crew. At two o'clock on the fiiBt 
laomingf Mr. Murray sent one of the men out of the tent 
to see if the boat rode well at her nxwrings in the cove, and 
he found her seduce. At four aniAher man went to look out, 
but she was then gone. The crew, doubtful what had licen 
her fate, immediately spread about the shore of tlie island to 
seek for traces of herj and in tlwir search they found the wig- 
wams, evidenUy just deserted : the fire not being extingviished. 
This at once explained the mystery, and«tome proceeding along 
the shcHT, otliers went up on the hills, tA look for her in tlu- 
oiling; but all in vain. The next morning Mr. Murray began 
the basket, whitdi was made chiefly by two of his men out of 
small liouglis, and some }iarts of the tent, witii a lining of clayey 
earth at the bottom. Being on an island, about fifu^en miles 
from the Beagle, their plan was as necessary as it was inge- 
nious ; though certainly something more like a canoe than a 
coi-acle could have been pjiddled faster. 

“ The chronometer, theexiolite, and other instruments haTing 
lieen saved, Mr. Murray hjul made olwervations for fixing the 
fH)Kitioiuof tlie place, and had done ail that was required before 
I arriri^, when they embarked, with thtir dungs, in my boat, 
which then contained altogether elevtsi .men, a fortnight’s 
provisions, two tents,* and clothing ; yet with this loail s!io 
travelled many a long mile, during the following week, a |mx)f 
of the qualities of this fivooared whale-lwat, wbi«j|| was also 
built by Mr. Jonathan May, our carpenter, while we were at 
San Carlos. 

The very first }dace we went to, a small island about two 
unles distant, convinfied ua stiU more decidetlly of the fote of our 
* lost boat, tmd gave in trf retrieving her ; for nosr a lately 
used wigwam, we piort of which luid been cut ofi‘ 

with ashmt that was & Our next point wn* then to 

be oonadeced, fijr thieves I waadetertnined. Ntarth 

and cast of usi,as reach, hiy an exteudve 

• l earned two teate' Beagle; theiri haVieg keen cot op for 
the Imsket. V 'J'vC ■;/ 
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bay in which w^ many islands^ largeiui^itnall ; and westward 
was a more connected mass large iidanda 't«aching, apparently* 
to the foot of that grand chain of snowy mouhtcdns, whoch tww 
(iistward from tlte Barbara Channd, and orer the midst of 
which Sarmicmto proudly towers. I resolYed to trace the con* 
fines of the Imy, from the wast, towards the north mid east, 
thinking it prolmble that the thieves would hasten to some, 
secure cove, at a distance, rather than remain upon an outlying 
idand, whence their retreat miglit be cut off. In the evening 
we met a canoe containing two Fuegians, a man and a wtnnan, 
who made us understand, by dgns, that several canoes were 
g«Mie to the northward. This raised our hopes, and we pushed 
on. The woman, just mentioned, was the best looking 1 have 
seen among the Fui^ians, and r«dly well-featured : her voiw 
was pleasing, and her inamier neither so suspicious nor timid 
as that of tfie rest. Though young die wais unciamnoid y fat , and 
did justice to a diet of liutpets and muscles. Both she and 
her huslwnd wt*re perfectly naked. Hkving wwchid the co\ es 
for some distance fetther, night came on, and we landid in a 
sheltered spot. 

“ Tl»e next day (6th), yre found some rather doubtful tra« x 
of the thieves. Towards night it bfew a stnmg gale, with huil- 
squalls and rain. 

“ On tlie 7tb, at a place more than thirty miles E.N.l!. 
of Cape iDesnlatimi, we fell in with a native family, and on 
searchi6g|lheir two canoes found our boat's lead line, 'riti • 
was a jwrtae indeed ; and we immediately took tho man who 
had it into our boat, making him compretiend that he nm^i. 
iJkiw u« where tlm-people were, fiom whom he g<it it. fh* 
uadc/stood our meaning well ^Kiught guidurK c 

we Jteadhed a cove that afbmootm, in whidi wens two canoes tidl 
of wmnen and dtSdron ; but <mly lad of 

aeirrateen or ei^teen uimid 4 «P" 

jpi|rppivi^;.- US' dm"*'*# away*##^^ ■ -burfies, earrying 

nil HaypiBft propci^daf 

«rf '#t.bantV,#ar"i# In’r mil, a»d 
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aa oiar> the loom of «|iic^ badi been made into a seabclub, and 
the blade into a paddle. The axe, and the boat’s tooUbag were 
aho found, which convinced usthat this was the resmt of. those 
vwho bad stdbnoupboat; and that the women, six in numlier, 
wCTe their wives. The men were probably abwmt, in our lK»at, 
on a sealing expedition; as a fine large canoe, made of fir- 
plank, perhaps from the wreck of the Saxe Cobourg, was 
lying on the beach without patUlles or spears. She did not 
come there without paddles : and where were the spears of which 
every Fu^an family has plenty ? It was evident that the men 
of die party bad taken them in our boat,- and had cut up our 
oars like the one they hatl accidentally left. Tlie women under- 
stood what we wanted, and made eager signs to explaii^to us 
where our boat was gone. I di«l not like to injure them, and 
tinly t(»k away our own gear, and the young man, who came 
very readily, to show us where our boat was, and, with the 
man who had brought us to the place, squat tetl down in the boat 
apparently much pleased with some ctothes anti red caps, which 
were given to them. We had always behaved kindly to the 
Fuegians whetfvtT we met them, and did not yet know how to 
treat thfiD gs they deserved, although they Itaii robbed us of 
sf> great & treasure, upon tlie recsovery or loss of which much 
of tlie success of our voyage depended. Following tlto guidance 
of these two natives, we pulled against wind and rain until 
dark, when it became absolutely iwcossary to secure our boat 
for the night, deeply laden as she was with thirtee%peopk. 
As we were then at a great distance from the place, wiicnce 
we brought the natives, having pulled for four hours along- 
8.horo, and as they seemed to be quite at their ease, and con- 
^tented, I would not secure our guides as prisemers, but allowed 
tlwan to lie by the fire in cbaige the man rni vvatch . About 
an hour b^Gcis«<.da)dlgbti attitough ^ look^mt man was only 
a fow yardsiiibialit from tfe^ dipped into th* bodies, 

and as it w«s dark^vTO^ Thdif 

escape wrodkeovt^^idiro^^ to sH^hfor them duthig 
darkness, in a tliMk:’mQod,:aMi||ldhaveI)eenuroleiisv^^b^ 
men were tiled wi^ tfadk i^'s work',- and wanted iwd:# so 
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I would not dkturb them o^dl daylight (8tfa), when we con- 
liiHted oar search iii the direcibti the ii^ives had indicated; 
but after examiniug eevemi eoyes withmit fttiiling any traeee 
of Fuegians, we hastened back towarda the vigwaiiia we batJ 
visiteii on the previous day. Sailing close akmg-ahcHre, a large 
suioke siwklenly nm' up, out of a small cove close by us, where 
w0 itnuuxliaiely landed^ and looked all i^ound ; but found only 
the f<x>t-prints of two Fiiegiaus, probably tlie runaways, who 
had just succeeded in lighting a fire at the nioment we passed 
by. This shows how quickly they find materials for the pur- 
pose, for w hen they left us, they had neither iroii |»or firc-stoin? 
(jiyrites), nor any kind of tinder. They had carrie<l off fw(* 
taq)-iulin coaU, which Mr. Murray had kindly put on to ken p 
them warm ; tdthough, treated as he had so laU^ly been, one 
might have thought lie would not have been the first to cart^ 
for their ctjmfort. I mention thc?so incidents to show what was 
our liehaviour to these savages, and that no wanton mndty 
wm exercistd towanls them. 

After ItKiking for these tw'o natives, and for Mr. MurmyV 
emts, which at that time be could ill spare, we retumal to 
our boat, and pushexi on towards the wigw^aras. Tlie moment 
the inmates saw us, they ran awray, and we gave chast^ trjing, 
in vain, to make them i^top. Disap()aifited in the hope of obt.iitt 
ing a g«kk, wedetennined to prevent thcjsc jMXiple from esenj)- 
ing far, and sfireading any iiiUlligence likely to impede tlw 
retulB of our Imat, which we daily expected: we thort*foii‘ 
dijs^roycd two concx.^ and jiart of a third, that the nativt h w < is* 
building, and bume^J every material which could be useful to 
them in making taimhcr canoe. 

** (0th), Next day, we went straight acroc^ the bay to Cape 
])eanhitk>n, against a fresh brecae: by pulling in turii^, the 
boat was kept going fa# tbrougb the^^wisterrf^^ iu the 
IpNttiing we teaididd tlu& cova from wdii^ bad fii^t 

; but isntWttJes bf their Imving 
'■keen ngai% 1 prdbable that thev 

what'had bwotM our^pafty, and whether 
ief w«®r w.4aak again* -in- iK.^r- 
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“This klea proving wrong, we retraced (10th) much of 
our former course, because the direction pointed out by the 
Fuegums who ran away from us seemed to lead towards the 
place we now steered for, Courtenay Sound, ami was a probable 
line for the thieves to take. During the night it blew a gale 
from the southward, whicli increased next day (11th), and 
became more and more violent until the morning of the ISith, 
when it abated. » 

“ We continued our search, however, sometimes under a 
close-reefed sail ; sometimes on our oars, ami sometimes scud- 
ding with only tlie mast up. Although the wind was very 
violent, fax* strong for a clt>se axfed sail (with four reefs), the 
water was tf>o ixtuch confined by islands to rise into a sea, but 
it was blown, as ‘ spoon drift,’ in ail directions. Tins day the 
Beagle had her topniosts and lower yards struck, for the gale 
was extremely heavy where she lay. Tlxe Irarometer foretold it 
very well, falling more than 1 had previously seen, although the 
wind was southerly. In an exposed andtorage, I do jiot think 
auy vessel could have nxle it out, Intwever good the httlding 
ground. 

“ 12th. This mornii^' the weather was better, and improving 
fast. We went over much grountl without the smallest success, 
and in the afremocm steered to the eastward again, for a third 
Visit to the boat stealers’ family* As it was late when wv a|>- 
pnjached tlie place, I landed half our jiarty, and with the rest 
went to reconnoitre. After a long search we discovered the 
Indians in a cove, at wnne rlistance from that in which they 
were on the previous day ; and having a-scertained Uiis ]xHnt, 
lukcu a good view of tile ground, and formed o»ir plans, we 
^returucxl to our ecKDpanious,, and prei>arcd for sarjirising the 
iiatives and maku^ them prisoners. My wish was to surround 
them unaw^Hins, tsJke as many as possible, to Ik kept as 

hosta^B of «ur boa|t» or to make tlicni dmw 

uswhere ^ was; and, meaniKhafa^ it w»an tdyect to prevent 

any from esq^fog tprg^rtheialaim 

‘klSth. to ;lhe . tribe had. t®- 

tnrned .'dwrhsg.'Oai’^.|dii(M*i!t!^'’1l^ri-WBcertaln, - ^ not, 
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without risk of dif^eovery, get near enough to ascertain ; but^ 
in case we should find thein> we went armed^ eaeb with a piste]: 
or gaii^ a cutlass, and a piece of rope to secure a prisoner. We 
landed at some distance fixitii tlie cove, and, leaving two 
with our boat, crqpt quietly tlirough the bushes for a long 
distance round, until we were quite at the back of the new wig« 
warns ; tiien closing gradiialiy in a circle, we reached almost 
to the sjxjt undiscovered ; hut their dogs windetl us, and all at 
once ran towards us barking loudly. Further CJonceaUnent was 
imjx>ssihle, s*> we rushed on as fast as we could through the 
bushes. At first the Indians began to run away; but heirring 
us kHoiU on b4^th sides, some tried to hide themsches, by 
sepjatting under the l^anks of a stream of water. The foremost 
of our party, Kbmore by name, in jumping acmss this strvam, 
slip|)ed} and fell in just whei^ two men and u woinau were eon- 
ccaled: they insfantly attacked him, trying to hold Inm down 
and l^*at out Ins brains with stones ; and before aiiy one could 
assist him, he Imd received several R^vtTe blows, and owv eye 
was almost destmyed, by a dangerous stroke near the torojJ*/. 
Mr. MurraVs seeing the num's danger, Hre<l at one of the Ihkv 
gfons, whostiggered back ami let Kbntort? escuqx* ; but imnu*- 
dtaieiy recovering himself, picket! up stones from the l>et! of the 
strmin, or wa^^ supplied with them by those who sicKKl clo.se to 
him, and threw them from each band with astonishing force an<! 
preciniioii. His first stone struck tlnf masu^r with much force, 
broke a powder-born hung round hi# neck, and nearly knocks d 
him backwards: and two others were tlirown so truly :\i tiK 
heads af tlum* nearest him, that they barely saved themselves by 
ditip]>ing down. All this passed in a few aeiJoiKb, m cpik k w u- 
he witli each hand ; but, jxx>r fellow, it wm his Isx^t struggle ; 
mifertunaidly he wm mortally wounded, mdt throwing one 
mm »tom% he jfeU agtdiial the bank and ^larerf. Alter 
fpBie id«»w% thcM^ tried 

.to . but, sei'eml who rm nwny 

{jc^ aiwi>«toul>wcre the females, 

whose arms 

i endcavmii^ ^ 
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«Me sOjr 80< The olde6t woman of the tribe was so powerful, 
that two of the strongest men of our party could scarce ly paiH 
heif out ftoni under the bank erf the stream* The man who was 
shot waatme of those whom we hati taken in the boat as a guide, 
and the other was among our prwohtirs. • Mr. Murray’s coats 
were found in thewrigwams divided into wrappers to throw 
over the shoniders. We embarked the Indians (two men, three 
women, and six children), and returned to the spot where we 
had passed the preceding night. One man who escaped was a 
one-eyhd man we had seen before; he was more active than 
any, and soon out of our reach. Two or three others escaped 
with him, whom I did not sec distinctly. 

“ That a life should have l)ecn lost in the struggle, I lament 
ileeply ; but if tlie Fuegian had not lK*e« shot at that moment, 
his next blow might have killed Elstnove, who w'as almost 
under water, and more tlian half stunned, for he had scarcely 
sense to .struggle away, ujjon fec>ling the man's grasp relax. 
When fairly innharked, and Itefore we asked any questions, the 
natives seemed very anxious to tell us where our l)oat was ; 
hut |x>inted in a direction quite opposite to that which they 
had previously shown ns. We guardt-d them carefully through 
the night, and next morning (14th) set out upon our return to 
Iho Beagle, with twenty-two souls in the boat. My object was, 
to put them in security on board, run down the coast witli 
the ship to some harbour mure to the eastward, and then set 
out again upon another search ; carrying some of my pisoners 
as guides, and leaving the rest on l»ard to ensure the ft>nner 
remaining, and not deceiving us. We made tolerable progress, 
tiiough the boat was so over4uaded, imd on the 15th reached 
, the Beagle with our living cargo. In our way we fell in with 
a family trf nadves, whose wigwams and caaoes we searclfed ; 
but finding ifeua of our them not only 

timnolested, biii;gave> them » few, ithii^ wi^ in their eyes 

* were vdmddft- ■ >.•. . i" ■ v - ■ 

Tlds wir pruonen^ wl^ as 

£ir. it« IrcttuT, 
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of assistance, fixnn the strangeM. At idi ermits, when thtty 
parted, our passeng:er8 were as discontented as the others were 
cheerful. When we got on board, we fed our prisoners with 
fat pork and ^elirddi, which they liked betto* than any 
else, and clothed them with old blanketa* ^ 

“ Next morning (16th) we weighed, ai^ saileil alwig the 
. coast towards Cajie Castlereaglt, at the east «de of Desolate 
Bay. Many straggling rocks and locky isleta were observed 
lying «6’€ape Desolation and in the Bay. That^altemoon, we 
stood into a narrow opening, which appeared to be- the’otitlet 
of a harbfmr close to Cape Casticruagh, and found a very good 
jinchorage, well suited for the purpose* Iwth of continuing the 
survey and looking for the lost boat. 

“ (17lh.) The master and I, with the cotter and a whide - 
boat, srt out upon a second chase, taking a week's provisions. 
In the first cove 1 searched, not two miles from the BeagI'*. I 
found « fiiece of the Ixrat's l«ul-!bie, which bad left in a 
lately deserted wigwam. This raised our hopes ; and, in addi- 
tion to the .signs made by our prismiers, convinced us w’e w ere 
on the right track. 

“ I took with me a young man as a guide, and in the cutter 
the master carried the two stoutest of the women, having 
left all tlw rest of our prisoners on boml. As far as w-t* could 
make out, they appeami to understand perfectly that tlidi- 
safety and futuite freethwn depended upon tlwir showing us 
where fn find the ixiat. 


** We intended to go round the Stewart Islands ; and ufttr 
examining sismy coves, and finding sign* that a prty of natives 
had posted aW^ the smne route wiUim^tbe last two days, we 
ste|!^[ied in a dieltered {dace for die Right. Having given 
tH^'pfiaimers .much food a* diey oouid'wit, musek's, lim- 
pfeta, and pork, we ki tipoi Ife Aiwrt cJom to fire, all 6in'< 

r‘s.-«irv 

kin;; 

10 vorv 


unpsttal ji^pl^iuiig dud thetr children 

.tkMlpkhii ' 
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vepirt ww for the mothm far stroj^a: 

tlMtQ tope or ipoifc I kept weteh myself during the first part 
-oi die i^ht) as the men, ware tired by palling all day, and 
incautiously allowed the Pueghms to lie between Uie fire and 
the bushes, having covered dunn up so snugly, with old blan- 
kets and my own poncho, that their bodies were entirely hid- 
dm. About midii^tv while stamling on the opposite side of 
the fire, lodkiag at thfe boats, with my back to the Pu^ians, 
I lieard a ruAling noise, and turned round ; but seeing the 
heap oMdankets unmoved, satisfied me, and I stooped down to 
the fire to lotdt at my watch. At this moment, another rustle, 
and my d<^ jumping up and baiicing, told me diat the natives 
had escaped. Still tbe blankets looked tlie same, for they were 
artfully propped up by budtes. All our party began iinme- 
(liat^y to search for them ; but as the night was quite dark, 
and there was a thick wood close to us, our exertions w'ere 
unavailing. . 

“ Believing that we could not be far from tbe place where tbe 
natives supposed our boat be, I thought that they would 
go directly and’ warn their people of our approach ; and as the 
island was narrow, though long, a very little traveHing would 
take them acrass to the part they bad pointed oat to us, whik 
it siiight take a boat a cmindembk time to go round ; I there- 
fore started immediately to continue ^ search in that dircctitm, 
and left the matster to examine every place near our tents. 

“ In the afternoon of the same day I returned to him, having 
traversed a hmg extent of coast witlmnt fimling an outlet to 
sea-ward, or any traeto of tlm k«t boat. Meanwhile Mr. Mur- 
ray had searche^oveiy piares near our bivouac without suceew; 
but he found fhe where the had concealed then|t- 

seives during dm .i^btt Utidnr the tooia of a large tree, mily a 
doien yardir -fire. ; , , : -■ ii-x,,; 

“ As it waa imsi^ that the tbk^ l»j|^ retnmed to 
the place tritmoe no. l»d tahfhilhoi&i^ef^ J i dashed the mas- 
ter to cross tha afti^anis retocn to 

"nret me, while 1 oont^wdl aaatwmd. With a fiiir 

and fresh wind I made a good ran that evening, finind a pa»- 
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sage (^‘ning to the sea,* and a wigwam just dMerted. Here was 
cause for hope ; and aeding, beymid the paas^> some large 
jedands lying to iseaward of that which we had been coasting, it 
appeared probable that our boat had been taken tlxav for seal- 
fishing. Our prisoners hi^ given ua to understand plainly 
enough that such was the object of those who had stolen her, 
and outlying Mands were tlie most likcly.to be visited, as ou 
them most sea] are found. 

Next day (19tb) I passed over to Gilbm’t Island, and in 
a cove fouhd sudb recent marks of natives, that I felt sure of 
coming up with the dtase in tlie course of tlie day. When the 
Fuegians stop anywliere, they gtmerally bark a few trees, to 
r»^)air their canoes or cover their wigwams; Init tho.sc whoso 
traces we were following, had made long jottrneys without 
stop}Hiig; and, wliere_ they did stay, barked no trres, whic h 
was one reason for suj^poMtJg them to l>e tlw ^larty in our lx>!U 
In the course of the day ,we {Milled nearly round the islands,’! 
looking into every cmc. 

“ On the we discovered three small canoes with, tln ii 
owneraifi ai cove,| All the men ran away, cKcepi two. As «v 
ssw that there 'Were no more persons tlian tlie canoes renuiied 
we did not tiy to catch them, knowmg that tliis tould not be 
the party we woe in sewch of. We had now examinetl e\ cry 
node and corner about thdse islands, and I liegan to give, up 
all h«^ of finding our boot in this dire<«ion. Having no cliu 
to guide me ferthcr, and uiudi tinm haviug been lost, I i\ - 
ItKtaotiy (ketded to return to the Beagle, Our only re 
BDainir^ bG|ie, that the master mi^l bavg n»et with tiic boa:, 


was but v0'y feeble. 

“(gist.) AH this day we were pullii^ to the westwanl, (- 
re^n the Beagle. At night-fiiil I .ia(Stilir..Mnrray, wim -k, 

gutter, in thi cpve wh«*(i I had ^ ‘ “‘j 

Mft fdind any of the^ tM op^te s lore, n-i 

fi^Stewhp-'sre wfprised'dhi.'' whole fisuttly-yih^y “ 



MOSR niSAPWWNTMKNT. 409 

natfik in the bu^c«> ho stocKl out to sea in the boat ; and tlie 
stratagem succeeded sufficiently to enable our inen to get very 
near to tlie natives, but not to catch any of them. One old man 
ftt|iuntcd very much, and in other respects exactly answered 
, the description of a Fuegian who ill-treated some of the Saxe- 
Cobmirg's arew, when they were cast away in Fury Harbour. 

I wish we could have secured him ; but lie was always on tlie 
alert, and too nimble for our fieoplo. In their canoe, whkli was 
taken, was found the slees'o of Mr. Murr.iy’s tarpaulin coat, a 
proof tJwt these people belonged to the tribti which haid stolen 
our boat. The canoe was a wretchedly jatchwl affair, evidently 
put together in a great hurry- 

“ Next moraing { 2 ®tl) the master and I set out on our rietum 
to the Heaf^e ; but seeing a great ssnioke on the opposite sltore, 
in Thieves’ Sound, I thought it must lx> . nuwle by llie offen- 
ders, who, liaviiig returned And fmnul tlieir home desolate, 
were making signals to discover where ibt ir family was gone : 
sending the cutter therefoti! on lioard, I ac«ni 9 tlie sound 

towards the smoke- As ^the distam* was long, and the wind 
fresh against us, it was late before I arrivetl ; yet the smeke 
rose 08 thickly as ever, exciting our expectations to the utmost : 
— but, to our disappointment, not a living cmiture could lie 
sc-en near the fire, nor could any traci* of natives lie found. 
The fine must have beeu kindled in the niOTning, and as the 
weather was dry, had coutinunl to bum all day. 

“ We were then just as mudi at a loss as ever, for prolmbly 
(if tliat was tlie jiarty), tiny had seen us, anrl would, for the 
future, be dtmidy watchful. At first we had a cltance of com- 
jn;T upon them umawaiWB, but the time for that had passed r 
every c:uio« m (be flerbud had lieen examined, ami ail its inha- 
oitants knew vm were ^s 

“ It blew fitroiiilg, and it was too to reertw W’bale- 
hoat Sound that night, so t looeiii^-a he^ fo look round. 
Next We 

shores of Thieves' Sound mA afterwHtds 

sailed, ■a^^ to' »be '%«gle « 
the evemng,- lito fok# ^ 
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ihite childmi, had escaped by swimnung asikiire durihgf 
raWdiug night. Thus, after muck trouble and anxiety, tnudb 
valuable time lost, and as fine a boat of bav kind as ever Vros 
seen being stolen from us by these oavt^j^ I found myself 
%rith three young chfldrcm to taka cue pi^and goprospox what- 
ever of riToverihg Ae boat. It w for the 

boats’ crews, for duraig Ae ftrst tell day# tre had incessant 
rainy weather, with gales of vnnd? and thkpgh the last few 
days had been uncommoiily doe, the nani'a'eXiai^ons in pulling 
abemt axhbng the coves, and in ascending hills, had been cx- 
tremtly fodguing. 

“ While tlwfbml weather lasted, tlmmen’s clothes wereseldotu 
dry, either by day or night. Frequwatly they Were soaked 1)\ 
rain during the greater part of the day, and at night they were 
in no better condition ; for altlwugh a large fire (when made) 
might dry one side, the other as quickly became wet. Obliged, 
as weweae, to pitch our small tent close to the abater in onler 
to lie near our boat ;--and because every other place was either 
rocky or covered with wood ;«^we were more than once awakesiw! 
out of a . sound sleep by finding that we- were lying partly in 
the watd', the night-tide having risen very much alv>ve that 
cd’ the preceding day : altbongh the tides sboidd have been at 
Aat time * hiking (ditninbdang). 

“ Sonterimes extreme difficulty a'as found in lighting a fire, 
because every thing was mturated wi A moisture ; and liours 
have bfien paiswd A vain attempts, while every tme was shiver- 
it^ with cold,— having no Aelter from the pouring rain, — and 
after having been crampeil in a stnaU boot during tlie who!-' 
day, " ‘ 


‘y in Coiiitenay Aiund I swir maiiy nesta of shags (con o 
tiuifo) mhong the branche* of tteesbeaf 


'If not invariably, 


jU 


I uni^s^iopd that d 

WAd-'-gtyiatd'jar ' 
b rima 

its W;«nMidet«d _ , 

teen hwl at wl|^ durii^ my JpAce, imddng plan* of fl 
WrtiM|RW,andt|^^ otMTvAidi^iHpfi I inn happy to say, that 


it In Ais search, yet it 
juj].; gtnkes had 



NAJIUMS or COAST— NATIVES. 405 

I to place great contklence in bis work, for he had 

«lyr&ytt taken Jtli» utmost’ pains, and had been most careful. My ' 
wanderings bad shorn mo that from the apparent sea coast 
to the base that snowy ofaun of mountains which runs east* 
ward from the Barbara Channel, there is much more water 
tlian land, and that< a number idands, lying near together, 
form the apparently connected coast ; within whirb a wide 
sound-like pamaige extends, opening in places into bays and 
gulfs, where, idands, islets, nxsks and breakers, are very 
numerous These waters wash the foot of the snowy chain 
which forms a continuetl barrier from the Barbara (Jliannel to 
the Strait of Xe Maite. This cruise had aho given me more 
insiglit into the realacbaract^ of the Fuegians, than I had 
then acquit^ by other means, and gave us all a severe warn- 
ing whicli might prove wry useful at a fiitiire <lay, when 
among more numennis tribes who would not be ctmtented 
with a boat alone. Coxuddeting the extent of coast we had 
already examined, we ought to be thankful for having expe- 
rienced no other disaster of any kind, and for having had the 
means of replacing this loss. 

*‘ I liecame convinced tlmt so long as we were ignorant of the 
Fuegian langtmi^, and the nmives were equally ignorant of 
ours, we should never know much about them, or the interior 
of their country; t^r would there be the siiglitcst clianceuf 
ilietr lieing rais^ uneift^ above the low place which tliey then 
held in our ettiimation. ; Their words teemed to be short, but 
to have many meanings, and their pronunch^oa was harsh 

und giittural. " u ! 

“ Stewart Harbqar^ in whiidt the Beagle remained during 
the last bemt and, having 

tfiree outlets^ ikmy i|^se^^ qnitt^ with any wind, apd 
widiout warpuigf water npa ss abui^ «a in bther 

Fu(^tk harbwab#:'; 't^sjrmaigk-:- 

that shelten tha«)Ghul^;||^:tl^ S.W. wind and eta. 
outlets are narrow, and fin ii^;^paned witha leading wii^; 
»«*» if one ^ not wiU aimwi®.,^^^ 
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notice*!^ that «!^ iitKsks nearly in the middle of the 
harlxn^r, ^’v hieh art^ jfwirt avrmh Uigli \vater, A lieavj’ Mvell 
h'^memWf fowA f tjb^ slMdlow 

water* in which ihet'e im? tbrc^L* nrih?$ from 

tlic ( «|>e In the mtrane^^ are frojm |»en hi twenty ftithomH, 
theft fore if the^wiiul should baffiet or feil^ an auclior may be 
dropj^eti at any moment* 

In my k^l f^arch arnong^ the Gilln^t kkiak, I found a 
good barknir for ^jhippiisg* convenient;ly situated for carry in;: 
on the iurwy* fn a place which utl»erwlse I sJIsoitld e^-rtarnjv 
have ovt rl«H>ked : and to that ImrliOMr I (hxidi*d on proeecding 

For two mile5* to the aistw^ard of Stwart flarkmr, ihv 
|a*OjCH:ts. and h rocky ronl brfjken, then it retr al-. 
forming a f'^rge bay, in which are the GillxTt klaiuis, u 'i 
manyj^aH ky Wc* pa«.sc*i] bc-lwe-en Gilbert aial St(0' a»t 

Jskiid?!*, anchored at noon under a {mint at the ivest enuantv 
of the jsas^age* and in the afternoon moYCHl the Hetigie to 
C«>vc* and there iiKK»rtd her. 

i had fckkxl to Iniild another {xmt hk {pik kiy po8«^il)lr 
ftj^r I foutul it m nutch the Imit way to arK'hor tiie vcsisc*! in > 
«iaft place and thc?ii work with the lml«j on i^ich ih.ii 
anotiier one wm mc^t nwmtry.- Oiiy^^xitWr jvfjuia-t: 
too imiiy rnttiy and was nritheta«> hamly, tH>irc«!>uld hIi* put! i ^ 
windward well as a w'hale-boar; mx! our small b ^ar v 
only Bi for harlrmr d«t 3 % The weatfecT on thk coast w^^^ gci; 
mlly Ml tliick and blowing, as not to admh of any thing f 
i^^i^act-'iiurvcymg while •l-he vessel wa'ji uf,Kfci' sail « thr 
alone bdog ujenally t^xi high to allow of a bearing e- v 
within SITE or eight ckgrees: and the sttn we seldom fy?4v^ ‘ i 
cnii, ghl by one 'of fin? very 'firc^qiieiit gafci,-. we -might have* 
.Wcmti w fm to the^tward tfeM'I. fen^, -no^ bow* much 
. i^^Idbave li#ii;'Jost m to 

in sw&ty, fimn tlie near the r*H‘U 

^ h.|jp^^ha4 ^ tlM? prvp>eil * 
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and for this we cut up a spare spar, which was iritendk d to 
supply the pUux* of a defective or injured low^er nuist uv lx>w- 
sprit. With reluctance this fine spar, which bad been the 
Doris’s main-topmast, wa^t condemned to the teeth of the saw ; 
but 1 felt certain tl»at the lK>at Mr. Maj' vvo\ild pnxlucc froxn 
it, would be valuable in my jmrt of the world, and that for oiu 
voyage it was indispensable. 

Ih’ofiting by a clear day, 1 went to a height in the neigh* 
bourbtxxl, whence 1 could see to a great distance in-shor<', as 
well along the mtst, and g«d a view of Mount ^Sarndento. 
While away from tlu* Beagle, in setirch of the lost \nmt, we 
ivid enjoyed four succet^lhig days of fine wcathn r, during which 
tiiat noble mountain had Inxm ouen hv our party. Hte 
astronomicid bearing of its summit waa very usc'tul in con- 
necting this coast survey with that of tlie Strait of Magrd- 
luums, 

S5th and 26th. Mr. IVlurray went to tlm S. W. part of the 
island, taking three days' provisions; Mr. Stokes and J were 
iinployed wear tlie ship, while every man who could use oar- 
]»entcr s tools was (X'cupied in prejiaring matcrkls for otu* new 
bout. The rock near here is grevnstone, in whiv'h are many 
vviiu of pyrites. Sjfiecimens are dcjxisited in the muss um of 
the Geological Society. 

Weighed, warjxtl to windward, aaid made sail out 
of Adventure Passage* I wm very anxioiis to reach ( hristmas 
Soimd. because it seemed to twe a g<x>d situation for the Bc^igie, 
while tlic boats could go east and W’^est of her, md the m w 
iH>af might l:ie built. Running along the \md^ Ix'forc a frcsli 
or we soon saw York Minster, and in the ev ening cnter<ed 
^f luistmas Sound, and anchored in the Tery„sjwt whtw the 
Adventure lay when Cook was hen\ His sketch of the sound, 
and description of York are very good, ami quite 

enough to guide a ship to the anchoring place* I faudwi that 
the high part of tl^ must have crMinbled away sint'e 

he saw it, as it wo longer * two tow^ers,’ but hati a 

raggixl, notched etimmtt, vrbeni from the westward. It was 
mottle i^atisfaetlon to find at anchor at this sp>t in, 
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February, Hotwilhstaiiding the vexatious delays we had so 
often (experienced. 

As ^ve had not suOieiently exmnhied the coast Ix^twoen 
vsouad aiut (rillKTl Islands, 1 projxwd sending Mr. Murray 
there with tlie cutter, while I should go to the eastward, during 
wdiich tin»e our new boat would Ix" finislu^th 

1st Aljnefi. '.rhis morning I went to look for a lK‘U<*r 
anchorage for our v(>st'l, that in which we lay being rather 
exj>osed, ami very small. Ncillier Fickersgili Cove nor Port 
Cierke suited ; so I ItKikcd further, and found another harlnufr 
near r to \’ork Minster, eitsier of access for a shj|^ 
from aa, ajoi with a etne in, one rm*ner when' u vessel ci>uld 
lie in seeuniy, close to a w(Hidy {xiirit. Having sf)undcd yc 
barb*>ui’, I rv;oria‘d to int>vc tmr »tiip. C<M^k Si\ss, sjvjkjn:, 
of Ihrri (Mt rke, * S(^uth of ilij.s hilet is another, vvhich i (ii<? 
not examini r — ami into that inlet. naincMi Itlan h Harlh'ur, 
the Ikagle (>fe}?an'd to go, !)m before wc cotdd weigh .aid 
work U) windovard, thaMViuther lux-aine bad^ w fueh inade 
passage ruuml flu- NAV. end of Shag fslami rathcj’ lidfif ijc. 
as we had to couh nd w .th xjualls, rain, ami a narrov- 
Ix'tween nn.ks- The {lus.xigc be'W'-cn \Vatcnnai> jijo" 

the south end of ?-liag Islam] is umre roomy ; but v 

UKjk near t!ie tniddie which had not then been 
'\\\* work('fJ up to tlie iuiwrmosl pew't of tlie har)>t)ui ;atd 
Tiaored close to a wiKnlv pant, in the naiKt sli^'lten vl 
Finding tbi?i to l^e u vctv convenient sp>t tor Inrdding our 
IxxU, tuid iu every pouU. of view u g^xx! place tbr ]Kt.ssin«» hm i 
of the nic»ntn <d‘ March, I decided to kc^ep the Ik^agh* here f ^ 
that purjKi^Ks This harlHiur might In* ristdul toother \ c « I 
iu situation lieing well poi«f<xl tnit by ^^)rk Muister (ofio 
the nux t remarkable pnanontories on itie coast), arid ?dh>n}et • 
wood and water with as little trouble as any place in whici* tie 
Bteagle had ancbon*d. 

March f2d. Themaater out in the large cutter, ^ved* 
k fofti%lu " provkions, toexaiBiue the coast lietwcvn tlu^ i!c; < » 
part ^ Sound and Point Aliklnioli}), ne u* / 

♦e tm tJi« mhr mtboai leemg much uf if ^ ‘ 
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moderate weather and a little sunshine, he might have lKK;ii 
expected to return in a week or ten days. He carried a chrono* 
meter and other ntvesxiry iaslrunients. Two of the tliree eliil- 
(Iren, left l)y tlicir motlier at Stewart Ilarhour, I sent witin 
Mr. Murray, to lx.' left with any Fuegians lie nhght Hmi 
most totl)e westward, whence they would soori fiiui their fri ‘luls. 
The third, who was alx)nt eiglit years ok I . was still with, us: 
she seemed to so happy and healthy, that 1 detenninwl to 
detain her as a liostage for the stolen lx>at, and try to teach her 
I'nglisth. Lieutenant Kompe built a temporary !u>n:se Ira* the 
<‘ar}K‘nters, and other w’cnkrrien, near the shi[> and (lie spot 
dioseii for observations, so that all our little esrablishnii nl w;ls 
» ‘ lose together. 'The greater part of tb« l)cwifs materiai-^ bcbig 
already [.irepored, she was nut expected to Ik; long in Ivuikl- 
iiig, under tlie able direction and assistance of Mr. Mil}'* 

‘^3d. Some Fucgiaiis in a eanot^ approached us this morning, 
seeming anxious to come on board. 1 hini no wish for their 
company, and was scuTY to .see that they had fouiui us out ; 
for it was to lie exjiected that tliey w’<eiid s<xm pay us nightly 
well as daily visits, and steal eviTV thing left withm their 
reach, Having made signs for them to leave us, witiioui rheet, 
I nmt Mr, Wilson to drive them aw’ay, and lire a pistol over 
flui.' I.raxb, to Irigliten them. They then wrmt bach., but only 
Vo- aid ;{ I oint of land near the ship; so 1 sent the boat again 
dri ve them out of the hiulmur, and deter tluxa rn»tn paying 
Us anotluT visit. lleHwting, while Mr. Wilson was sbllowing 
them, tliai by getting one of these natives on lH>ard, there 
would be a chance of his learning eiiuugh English bean 
inte -pi'cter, and that by his means we jpnight recover our lost 
boat, I rcisidvcd to take the youngest man on iKmrd, as he, in 
at! probability, had less strong ties to bind him to his }>eopie 
tlian f)thers who wxTe older, and might have families. With 
the.s(‘ ideas I went after them, f'.nd hauling their caiux' alongside 
ol my boat, told a young man to come into it ; he did so, 
quite anaincernedly, and sat down, apjMtrently contentetl 
and at his ease. The others said nothing, either to me or 
to him, but paddled out of the harlx>ur as fast as they could. 
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They seeined to belong to the same tribe as those we had last 
seen. * 

4th. This aftermH)!^ our boat\s keel was laid down, and 
her moulds were set up. Faegia Basket* told ^ York Min* 
ster’f all her story; at some parts of which he lavighal 
heartily. Fuegia, cleaned and dres-sed, was mudi improved in 
apparanee : she was already a pet on the lower deck, and 
uppmred to lie quite ctmtented. York Minster was sullen at 
first, yet his app(?tite did not fail; and whatever he rm4ved 
more than he could eat. he stowed away in a comer; but as 
soon as he was well cleaned and clothed, and allowed to gf) 
a!H>ut wlien? he liked in the vessel, he Ixxmiic much more 
chticrfuL 

At Ciijx; C’astlercagh and the heights over Doris ( ove in 
Gillicrt Island, the nx'k set?ineil to contain .so much metal, (IkiI 
I sfx^nt the greater |>art of one day in trying cxj>erimeins orz 
pleads of it, witii a hlowpi|)e and mercury. B)- poundiug cind 
washing I separatinl alxiut a tm*s[KX)uful of metal froig a pin t 
of rock (taken m random) the size of a sanall cup. I put tin 
|K>wder by carefully, with some spixmiiens of the rock — thiu^ 
ing that sfane of diese otherwise barren mountains uugju h^ 
rich in metals. It irould not lie in conformity with most oth^‘^ 
jjarts of the world wen? the imet of mcniittamau^* idamis cv>rri 
|XMjng the Archipelago of Tierra del Fmtgt> comienmed 
terndi, fus well a^i exteriinl unprofitablenessi. From the iiatuic of 
the climate agriculture could sridom and |>erhaps uo 

quadru[K*ils fit for man's use, except goats and dogs, couhl 
Uirivi* in it : estcmoJly Ux), the laud is unfit for the oi 
chilimi man. In a few years it*i sliores will be destitute of seal * 
and then, wiiat bemdit will be derived fixmi it?— unk’s*^ 
prove iotmmUy rich, not in gold or silver, but pritaps jn 
eapfter^ irmf or 0^t€T nietak. 

** Stb. This tky all hands were on ftili ailowance, out 
mm we left "Ban Cariof^- having secureil a sulHcicnt 

^4^' hiisket^Hklf cftwo® l>y 
■ i of onV host* • • ■ ■ 

-f t mt of |he maoe* 
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stock af provMiim to last mon^ thim the time allotted for the 
the remainder of our sfditary a nise. 

By using sul>»titutes for the mens’ shoes, made of st aUkin, 
we secured enough to lust as long* as we should want them' 

I have never mentioned the state of our sick list, *lK^caus(» it 
was always so trifling* Thm» had Ixjen very little doing in 
tlie siirgetm‘'« de|Kirtm€nt; nothing indml of consevjucnce, 
since Mr* Murray dislocated his bhouldcr. 

The promontory of York Minster is a black irregularly- 
slunxjd rocky cliff, eight hundri'tl feet in h<‘ight, rising alnuist 
perpendiculariy from the sea* It is nearly the loftiest as well 
as the most projec>thig part <if the land alkiut Christmas Sound, 
wliich, g€iK ndly speaking, is not near so high as that fuilher 
west, but it is va ry barn?n. Granite is prevalent, and I could 
find no sandstone. Coming from the westward, we thought the 
heights alunit here inconsiderable ; i>ut Cook, coming from the 
South Sea, calknl them ‘ higli and savage.' Had lie made the 
land nearer the Barbara Channel, where the mountains are much 
liighfr, he would have spoken still more strongly of ttie wiki 
anti disagreeable ajipearance of the cimst. 

(5th* During the past night it blew veiy hard, making our 
vessel jerk her cables with unusual violence, though w« had a 
gunl scope out, and the water was perfectly smooth. We saw 
that (he Ijest bower-anchor had lieen dmggt'd s/nue distance, it 
was therefore Imvc to the bows when its stock was found to be 
bniken, by a rock, in the mkbt of gocxl grouml, having caught 
the anchor. It had lieen obtained at Sfui Carlos fixnn a iner- 
cliant brig, but lieing much too light for our vcmd, Inul l;ieeu 
vvculd(xl round with chains to give it weight : its place was 
^tuken by a frigati^g stream-anchor, well made and tried, 
wnich 1 had proGurod from Valparaiso. ♦ In shifting oim berth, 
the small Imwer chain was found to be so firmly fixed mund 
another rock that fSe several hours we could nf>t clear it. Sutii 
it>ekft these aie vei^ tm easily detected, 

except by sweeping the bottomwith a line and weights* A very 

• rt had formerly fo cmiaewni«a»t 

Vnlparaii^o ; being ^ ‘ ^ 



4ia DISTlfHBAKC* WITH KATII^ES. 

heavy squall, with lightning and thujider* pasfrf w the ship 
this afternoon, depressing the synipiesometer more than I had 
ever witnesised. Very lieavy rain followed- 

8t]i, In the forenoon I was oil a height taking angles^ when 
a Iargi‘ smoke w^as made by natives da a piwut at the entrance 
of the barixiur; and at my retuni on lw>ard the ship, I found 
that two canoes had hmi seen, which appeared to be full of 
people. SiqqxMing th«it they were strangers, I went in n 
small boat with two men to see them, and find obt if they 
stwd any thing obtained from our lost whale-boat,* for 1 
thought it probable she might have been taken along the coast 
eastward, to elude our pursuit* I found them in a cove vciy 
near when' oiir car{>enu*rs w*ere at work. They had just luudt ii, 
and w^*re brwiking l>oughs fn>ni tlie trees, I was surpriswl to 
see ratl>er a large fwirty, about fourteen in nmnlier, all of whom 
seemed to be men, except two women who were kt'tqnng tlic 
canoes* They wanted me to go to them, but I rcmaiuiMl at ;» 
little distance, holding up bits of iron and knives, to indun* 
them to ixwne to me, for cm the water we were leas unequal to 
them. They were getting very Ixdd and threatening in thti? 
manner, and I think wouhl have trieii to seize me and my boat, 
had not Lieutenant Kempe come into the cove with six men in 
tlie cutter, when thtir loanner olteixxl directly, ami they begen 
to oonsuit together. They were at this time on a rock risinii 
abruptly frtmi the water, and tlie canoes, which I wantfxl to 
search, were at th^ foot of thc'iwk* Under such l<jcal disa(i.. 
vantages I couk! not persevere witliout arms, for they !u<d 
stones, slings, mid sjiears, rt^ady in their hands. Jaieutenai t 
Kampeand mviwflf then relumed on Ixiard for arms and iihhc 
men, fiir I ireisolwad to drive them out of the harbour, as it was 
8laiii»lotcl,»eces«iry, Already diey. or their countrymen, ti kI 
robM ua of » boat, and eadifii^n^ the Jiyotof moral j>ti- 
,«kI had tli^ Ij«« alJowod to unj. the losh <>i 

lltatpirt fif a«»ith«r boat idSikh law alnady built ;woul<l havt; 

l«iri^W»y-thinga<beloB^:to;ip^ carpenters a«<i 

jirraq|w wljl^ lhey jripg daily pn A 
# fur akttghiag^ ..the eaaoei,. arose Irom 
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log m inday' W wom^iii for I ocmcluded that some of 

the whale-boat thtefiea were among them, who, having seen our 
cutter go to the we^^tward full of people, might supjx)se we had 
not many left on board: die boat's crew*, as they pt^rhaps ima- 
gined, being left on an i^tiaind, and another away in search of 
them. They had hitherto seen only merchant- vessels on this 
coast, and judging of the number of a crew by them, might 
think there could not Ije nmny persons on lK>ard, and that the 
vessel would be easy to take. At all events they came prepared 
for war, lieing much painted, wearing white bands on their 
heads, cariydng their slings and spears, and having left all 
their children and dogs, with most of their women, in some 
other place. 

Two Imts lK?ing manned anil armed, I went with Lieut. 
Kempe and Mr. Wilson to chase the Fuegians, who were pad- 
dling towards anotlier part of the harlvmr. Seeing the boats 
ap))roaching, they landed and got on the tep of a rock, leaving 
the canoes underneath with the two women. From their manner 
I saw they were disposed to lie hostile, and we therefore ap- 
proached leisurely. Their canoes Ix^ing within our reach, I 
told the lK>wman to haul one alongside thiCv we might search 
it ; but no socaier did his boathook touch it, tlian a shower of 
stoiu’s of all sizes came upon us, and one trtan was knocked 
down, apparently killed, by the blow of a large stone on the 
temple. We returned their volley vrith our fire-arms, but I 
l)elieve without hitting one of them. Stones and balls continued 
to lie exi hanged till the cutter came to our assistance. The 
Fuegians then got behind # rock, w here we could not see thenu 
and kept dose. Their <^oes we took, and finding in them 
gsome lK)ttles^ and of our lost boat’s gear, we destroyed 
them. The man of my crew who aras knocked dowm by a stone 
was only stunned, ami sooii recovered, but the blow ivas vetj, 
severe and dangerous. Not dioosifig to risk any further Injury 
to our people, and ieieiug ho object to W gain^, I would not 
land, though our numb^ w^muoh^^^ and we had fire- 
* Mr. Murray hs4 soha tmkliSa ^ in hU Iboat—beisidei in 

which the of 
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iurm& 1 1 appestvcl tbirt i]i« aaviiges kntnirJji^lb ilteroative but 
escape- or death, aid that in tryuig to tsltl tiiem they would 
certiiiuly do mateml injury to sonne of otpr jrarty with their 
spears, stones, or large knives made of piec^ of iron ho^s. 
Remaining tlrerefore with Lteut.Ke«||^, iif the cutter, to watcli 
thar n.oticms, I sent my Iwat oo board with the man wlw was 
Imrt. The Fuegians made their escape separately tbnmgh tin 
bus)w‘s, njul were quickly out of sight and reach: we find a 
few shots to ftigliten ^em, watclied their retreat over the barren 
upfjer fjart of the hills, and th«*n went to look for thdr wis;- 
wams, which could not bt? far distant, as I thought ; b»rt after 
uusuccessfully searching all the coves near us, a stnoke wm. 
seett at the oppr-wite side of the sound, on one of the Whittli - 
hury islands; so concluding it was made by the rest of ih. ir 
tribe, aiul lieing late, I nHunied on board. 

“9th. At daylight, next morning, I wtmt to Iwk for (Iii 
wigwams, on the Whittlebury Islands, at the north side 
the sound: we saw their Mnttke when we were half-way aero -, 
but «(» kmger. Tire natives had prolrably seen us, and ptu 
out thtdr lire dinctly, well knowing tlie difference ot.i 

boat and their own canoes, and noticing her ctaning from < 
part of the.<<<nind distant from tlie jKrint wlauict? they wociii 
expect l^cir own |>eople, «kI crossing over agiiini^t a ;V .ilt 
Iwowee, which a canoe <-oidd not attempt to do, 'Flic wig 
warns Were en«ix-ly tlcNcrteil, anti ahmwt every thing miw taki u 
away; but near thdr huts a piece of ‘ Kings white line,’ fpiit> 
mv, was {deked up; tltercfore our boat* hail Iteen tlie or 
these wtTC iitKne of the people wUh stole her. For the i:!!- 
itunat<.i$ dt the wigwams wescarclied in vain-H—ordy thi .r do- 

foaidned^they Looking roimd on ti.. 

^ber tnde of that islet, w» saw tiro ««ioe« paddling liijlii 
away from thd iski^ it waa btowing a ft\«h hns a , 

and * eoosidetaye sea was riinra^ - J&uwing, feont flic phn f 
and 

" "^wag^^ we 

' w sm«i(i''i^wi of spare' ‘ King'« 
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they could land, but so close to the shore that wliile st^ciiring 
one Wnoe, the other escaped* From that which we seized a 
young man and a girl jumped overboai^d, deHortirig an t>ld 
woman and a child, whom we left in order to chase the young 
man ; but he was so active in the w^ater that it was fully a 
quarter of an hour before we could get him into our lR>at. 
Having at last stHjural him, we followed the others, but they 
had all landed and hidden, so we returned across the sound 
with our capti%"e. In our way a smoke was seen in a cpve of 
Watemian Island, and knowing that it must be made by 
those who escaped us yesterday, aa there were no other natives 
there, we made sail for it ; but the rogues mw us, and put out 
tlieir fire. When we reached the s|X)t, however, we found two 
wigwams just built, and covered witli l>ark ; so that there 
they had passed the night atW their skirmish. I would not 
let any one land, as the Fuegians nnght hti lurking in the 
bushes, and might \>e t<Ki much for two or tluw of us i>n 
shore, — but left the plm** They wtmld think m gone for more 
boats, as at the fonner meeting, ami would shif^ their quarters 
immediately ; so by thus harassing them, I liopiKl to be freed 
from any more of their vif4ts while we remained in the iieigh- 
lK>urhood, * * 

“ The bodily strength of thene savages is very great (‘ Yi»rk 
Minster^ is as strong as any two of our stouU‘st men), whicti, 
with tlieir agility^ both on shorts and in the water, tui<l their 
(luickness in attack and defence with stones and sticks, makes 
ttieui difficult to deal with when out of their canoes* They are 
a bi avc, hardy race, and %ht to the last struggle ; though in 
th ru 2 iiiner of a wild lieast, it must Ix^ owned, else tlu^y would 
^not, when excited, defy a wlKde boaf^ crew, and, single- 
handed, try to kill the men ; aa I have witnai^xl* ’^‘bat kind- 
ness tow ards these l>eings, and good treatment of them, is as 
yet useless, I almost'' think, both from my omx cxjHtrietice and 
from much that I have beard of their conduet to sealing ve$r 
sek Until a mutual iinci^itatidiiig can he establislied^ moral 
fear is the fmly iMapa be ke|>t peaceable. 

As they see only veiiwdis which whan their boats are u^ay have 
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but a few people on board, their idea of the power of Euro- 
peans is very poor, and tlieir dread of fire ai'nis not nearly ho 
great as might Ixi imagined. 

“ From this a>ve wc rt*tunied to the Beagle My Fuegiaa 
captive, whom I nami^l ‘ Boat Memory/^ seemed frightened, 
Init not low'-spirited ; he eat enormously, and soon fell fust 
asleep, The meeting l^etwwn him and York Minster was ver v 
tame, for, at iirst, they would not appt^ar to recognise or speak 
to eaiih other. * Boat’ was the l3eRt-foatured Fuc^gian T hud 
set'it, and being young and well matie, was a very favcxind)K 
sixTimen of the race : VYork’ was oneof the stoutest men I Irtii 
observe-d among them; but little Fuegia was almost as bro.ui 
as she was high : she seeim*!! to be so merry and happy? thut f 
do not think she would willingly have quitted us. Three nativt> 
ofTitfrradel Fiugo, better suited for tlu* pur|K>Ht* of instnu* 
tion, and for giving, as well as receiving inft>rmatu»n, could 
not, I think, have l>t?tn found. 

**10tln This morning, having iK-en w'dl t h^aned and dress <u 
* Boiit' apf»«iri:d contented ande.^tsy ; and bang togethv i, ki p; 
York and him in Innu^r Hpirits than they would probably otiu r 
wise have liecn, for they laugbcHi, and tried to talk, by iin 
tating whatever w as siiid. Fut^ia sotHi b'gan to learn Knglisis 
and to say several things very well. She laughed and talk J 
with her country men incessantly* 

12th. Some evenings, at dusk, 1 olwerved large tiights ot 
birds, of the petrel kind, skimiwing over tlie sea (like swano\v s), 
m if in chase of insects, Tbc»c birds were blac k, about tin r'c 
of a * Cape Pigeon.** We tried lo ahoot erne, but did not 
emi;^ 



cfMprj:f? xxtr. 

Murray rcturna— Go to New Yeiir Sound— See T>ie^o Kasoire/ 
fslanda from Hendcri^on f«l«ud — Weddejl's Indian Cove — Sympie' 
Hoinetev — Return to Chri^tiuas Sound — Bongle ■'ails — Passes the Gdc - 
fonso and 'Diego Ramiress Islands — -Ancltors hi Kass*au Bay — Orange 

[j..v Yapoos — Mr. Murray difcovers the Beagle Channel — Numeroun 

» Natives — G»ianaroes — Compa^r^e^ affected — ( W pr Horn — Speoimens — 
ChaiuL.'leer — Mistake uhimt St. Franei*4 Bay — Di '»<t Ramirej^ l^sland?? 
Climate — Sim Joachim Cove — Bttrne\t lt Ulc-’S— i£vo«d« Isle — Lennox 
Harbour. 

‘‘ I4th. Tiffs morning the master rc*tu n ted, having su<;ci*0(led 
in tracing the im.st far enough to join (iur former vvork, 
although the weather had f>eeii vcr^y unfjivourahk. He met 
many Fuegiansy moj^st of whom were aniicd with .slings 
spears, and cutting weapons made with piwes i»f iron lKK)p 
{hstcned on a stick. They were very troul)les 9 inis es}X?ciidly 
M night, and ohiigcil him to ktH'p them at a distance. Their 
»\ sp('ct for a musket was not so great as might haM‘ Ixs n 
expected, and uiviess they it tolerably closi?, and pointed 
<lireetiy :u tliein, they cared not. The Ikxu’» crew lx>ught some 
Hsh front them, for l)uttons knd otlier triflox. From fo’-ty .to 
iifty men, Ixjsides* women and children, were seen in cm? place 
idone ; and many W'cix^ met ehsi?whm». 

Mr. Murmy penetrated nmrly to the ba.se of tho snow- 
i'oveifed mou mains, whicfi extend to tf^etMstward in an mibrtv 
ken clialn, and ascertaincKl that are passages leading 

trov.i FhristmaA Stnnid to the large bay w here the wdiale-boat 
^}ias stolen ; and that they run near the ftx>t of the niountaius. 
He also saw a channcMeadiiig farther to the eastward than 
eye-sight could mich, whose average width smiied to l)e alK>ut 
ii mile* He left the two chiUlren in charge of an okl woman 
whom they itiet near the westernmost part w hich his pajty 
reached, who appeared to know' them wxil, and to be very 
much pleased at h!tvihg them placed in her core. 

'‘USth. Raining and blowing i-hsis usual, I might say. When 

VOT.. I. £ 
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it moderated 1 left the Beagle, and set out ia a boat with Mr. 
Wilson (mate), taking a fortnight*^ provisions ; though I hoped 
to be again on board in less thaii ten days, by which time our 
new boat would l)t* finished, and Mr* Stokes, as well as Mr. 
Murray, would have laid down his last work. My object* was 
to go eastward towards Indian Sound and Nassau Bay,l)ut tlu 
weather ^oon stopped our progress, and t>bligod us to {>ut iiitn 
a small cove on i\\o west side of Point Nativity, where \vr 
lioped to get shelter from the increasing wind, though uoi 
from the rain, whieh poured down in torrents. T|^e eov* 
proved to l)e much ex)x>seil, but we staid tlu re till dayligle 
on the followiijg morning, w'heu we pulled out, and round the 
point to tlie eastward, gla*lly enough, for we had btvn in a. 
bcTth during the night, exjKhscril to wind ami rain, besld '. 
swell. We ran along tlie land, with a modorati' wesu rlv wine:. 
Stopped fora time near C^j[V liolle, tlic point of l;uui n.'J !:^ 
Weddells Hojh' Island;’ and in the evening went into 
openings among the adjacent island". 

At daylight, we s< t out again, and ran along sI' m 
with H fresh west wind, crosst'd the mouth of a hay wh!;;; 
setnned likely to aftord bhelter, but did lan then delay « .) Im - . 
at it closely. Smin after noon we pa.sst‘d Weddell’s ‘ 

Hill/ which is a very singular dotd>Ie“jX'ake<l heiglu, cm 
spicuous fr<i!n a long disUtntrty ami remarkable in every ji* e? 
of view. Between it and Black Point (a })!<>]( cting snaggy 
rtXik) lies a bay or .sound, which apjX'ars to e\ti fKl sonic distaec 
northward. This part of the C'oast is bad for vc.ssels to < l<. t 
with, being nmcf) broken, and having several rocky si .;! 
tered ntsif it ; biit two miles off shon* there is no dangv ' 
Having found a secure t'ove near l^eading Hill, we lauih ’ 
and the men set up our tent, while Mr. Wilson and 1 asceiM <; 
the heights to l4X>k round. The wind skk)ii freshened t > 
gale, and made u» rejoice at having reached a sheltered [>; ^ 
The whole of this day wa» lost by us, for Ji i'l> v 
strong ^ale with coutiniial rain. Collecting limfxts ami i :* 
siting wcxxl— and drying otir dotfatss on one side hy 

while the other got wi t, were our only occupations 
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19 th. Still a strong wind, but less rain. Between the squalls 
I obtained a few sights of the sun, for time, and at noon a 
tolerably good set for latitude. Being then better %veather, 
and likely to improve, wc crossed in the boat to Leading Hill, 
and from its summit took the necessary angles. It was very 
cold and windy, but we effected alltivat was then required. 

20th. l)e<^amp€?d very early and ran aero.ss Duff Bay, 
towards Henderson Island, with a nuMleratelv fresh, breizo off‘ 
the land ; and as my object was to obtain a good view and a 
round *'of angles from the sunnnit of a height on tlsat island, I 
passed Weddell's Morton Isle, Blumier ( ’ove, Jvrt . witliout 
slopping, and reached tlic north eml of Henderson Island soon 
ciiough to get sights for time. Fnan that spot we went a sliovt 
distance to a cove, wliere the boat inigla runtdn duiinir mv 
absence on the hill, observed the latitude, and then a^ei^fuled. 
Before we \vcto half-way up, a squall car»ie on from S.W'. and 
increased rapidly, but having ascviui .d so far, I v as not dis- 
posrd to turn hack, so we pushed on and reached tlie suimnit ; 
vet, when there, 1 could not use a theodolite, ou account of 
the wind. 'r:>wnrds the cast I could see a long distance, h) the 
farthest of the Hermife Islands; but towards the wt st the view 
was ol>.scured by haze ; so leaving the instruments, I hastened 
down tu the boat and found her safe, though she liad been in 
great danger. By this time the wind had moderatcHl, and Ixfore 
dark we measured tlie distance licUveeu the n)onr!ng and noon 
stations : that from tlic latter to tltc summit of tlie hil! I had 
measured, when at the top, !)y a micrometer. We tlien pas.>(al 
onnd the uortli end of the island, ancl in ti^c dark searched the 
Ci4si side for a resting-place, which after some time w as found. 

A fine clear day enabhxl me to make the rK<essary 
observations, and I tlien went up the height and su( coxled in 
obtaining a distinct view' of the Diego liainivez Islands. As 
this hill is distant from them lietw'eeii fifty and sixty miles, I 
felt sure of getting a good cross Waring from the south end of 
the Heriuite Islamls, distant frcim them, as I then thought, 
<^nly about forty, and thus fixing their {>ositicm« 

New Year Sfuind ap^iears to be a large lx»dv of water ex- 
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tending towaixls the N.W., with a multitude of iKlands scat- 
tered aluJiU.it- From its east side the land trends away towards 
a whicfi is curiously p'aked, like a horn^ and which I 

sup})oscd to be tl\e western point of Nassau Iky.* 

We hatiJiardly left our cove, when steady rain set in ; 
however, we w ent across towanls New Year Soumi, sometimes 
favoured by the wind, but could do little. As far as I saw^he 
day be tore, the suowy cfuuii of moxintains continued to the 
eastward, tlierefore I had little hope of finding a body of water 
in tlie interior of I'ierra del Ftiego, about the head of Nassau 
Bay. About mx»n we were near Wtaldeirs ‘ Indian Oo’aC but 
t!ie wejiiher being thick I did not rix-ognise it, so w'e vstootl uj> 
the soiiiul wit!) a fresh brci^ze fnn)! the W.S. W. 1 soon f<>»ujd 
that it led only to tht‘ north and west, and pn)bably connriiuri 
catid with some o? the passages wliieh Mr. Murray saw h .r! 
ing to the eastward from the ueigldjuurhood of (hrisUinN 
Sound. 'Fovvards the non lli ami east I Imd already nntin (] 
long range of tnoui^tau^s. (\»uehi<ling tljcrefore IWuh wli.n I 
then obse rved, and from views obtainul frmn tln‘ luights, iIm 
no passage leads from this .sournl direct iv (!hristiiia> S<anu- 
aiijfl that to ret uni to the Beagle I mu.st go part of uav 
the* M il-coast, or i*lse go round, by a s<a'ics of intrieaie pa>-;fge-’. 
to the places which Mr. Murray had seen in (he (‘ufter ; d ja 
ferred the coast, as a stvorul view of it wxndd be of u.rc, \\hil< ; 
traverse anu/ng the island.^ could imt Ik* very Ih rudieiab 

Putting alxitit, we rx:turncd down the s<;)tind, tlu breeze i '■ 
allowing us to sail hist. ^Ye chased t lie wysteni shor<* Iti !<«>!< ]■ 
Indiau ('ove, aiaK as the weather had cleared u]), ham ■ 
without difti' It is not so gcKHl a place as I (rxpectet! ; 
cxix pt at the inner corner ch»sc to a run of w ater, I fouiid * f -} 
rocky ssouudhigs. The few casts of goml ground wen* so ( 1« 
to the mure that the place can only be considered fit for a cnU. i , 
or smdl craft, who h could He quite dost' to tiic latul. d -e 
iu my Opinion^ too ftirinlaiMl to of geiKnd um ; . 

;ir! i&horAge Mortem Mmid would lx* far preh i ‘ 

. ■ - » jitgjgp (jlip How»,.«r'C’s|te False. 
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fora vessel arriving from st*a. We Jbimd au empty North ^ * 
American cask, apparently left tliat season : on a Iteight iiear 
the cove there was a pile of stojies we Ijad not time to examine : 
and much woo*! appeared to have Imh^u cut down lately hy liu; 
crew of some vessel. We saw several wigwumss hut uu Ijidians 
That ijight we stopped near the SAV. point of the sound, 
close to Gold-dust Island. 

23(1. After examining the Ci>ve, in wliicii we j><isscd the 
niglit, and taking observations, we crossed l)ufi‘ Hay, towarti^ 
Leading Hill. I washed to luive seen more of a promising b^ty 
the east side of Morton Island, where I tljouu’ht there was 
good anchorage, but cofild not allbn! lime, as ii vv.s probalde 
that we shonld be delaycnl in our return uh>ng tliis ex postal 
jMrt of the coast against the prevailing wind*. 'Flieiv is a con- 
siderahle tide between Morton Isleaiul tile t>o'-ni next to G;>ld 
dust Isle. The fl(X>d comes from the westward, about 
knot, or at times two knots, an hour. AVith the ebb i? is ic. arly 
>lack w-ater, or perhaps there is a slight tendency toniu\i> Uu 
west : and sucl) appears to be tlu^ case nil along tiiis freni 

t hristmas Sound. Wo reached Leading Hill late in l!ie aftei - 
iioon.; aitliough the wind had increased much and was directly 
against us: at night it blew a gale from the weslwnrtl. 

24th. A strong gale prevented our moving, or n.akingany 
neficinl use of our time. 

' 25th. Still blowing very fresh; but I thouglu we vandd pull 
round into the next bay, and there do some g(K>d by pUmning 
the havljour, uhhuugii we might gi‘i no fartliev Jbr >x>me 
days From the season, the stale of the svmpiesometcr, and the 
d pea ranee oi the weather, I did not expect any favourable 
^•n tnge until alx>ut the end of the month. The sympiesonieter 
wiH my constant ccNnpanion : I preferred it to a iiaroineter, as 
oeing much nwe ixirLible ar d yuieker in its moiions. By great 
vxejtion on the part of the tnen, for it rajuirod five hours'hard 
pulling, we got round a headland into the next l>ay, a dix- 
tance of only ftjur mtks. It rainod groat |»a« of the time, ami 
«» the afternoon pourwl steadily, but wo sucocwled in finding 
a s lolteivd spot for our lodipqn^ ,aiid soon put cHimIves into 
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somewlmt letter plight th?m we had been in during the gteater 
part of the day, the men liaving been constantly soaked thtoiigh, 
and their hands quite nun)l>ed with cold and wet. I was disap- 
}X)ir)ted by this place ; the various coxes were sounded, .with- 
out getting bottom with twenty-five fathoms of line; mull 
couhl find no ancliorage without going further up the inlet 
thv^in would suit any vessel running in from sea for atempormy 
shelter. 

A stn)ug gal<* jnwoutod our going outside, but iri 
hopes that there itu'ght be an iuiaiul passage I set out to l(«)k 
for one. Having jjullod and sailetl about six miles up the inK t 
«e reached its tenniiuition, and thence retunu‘d to our bivouac. 
There .s*t^nied to lx* an (Opening into I)ufl‘ Hay not previcusi*. 

which vvouiil have save<l ns some time and trouble had 
we known of its existence. 

** 27th. 'riu' gale continued witii more or les.s violencia and 
during the greater part of the day we were oc<*upicd in garla c 
ing. limpets and nms^-lts, as a sfix'k of food in ease of lu in ; 
dt?lained longer than our provisions wouhl la.st. Shooting d 'l 
not succee<{, Ixt^amse the sea-biitls waw very wil<! an<l sranv*. 1 
regretted that there was no hartx>ur in the inlet which could ht 
jdanncil during t>ur stay. Kverv cove we could tind liad de? >> 
water, and so rocky a Ix^ttom that we found difFicuUy in stAov 
U)g even our small boat ; for this continued gale rars^d * 
mucli swell that we werv kept on the aiert at night to sliii't h - 1 
5x*rth as often rrs the w ind idninged, 

28 lh. Tiii.s (!a>\ and the preceding night, the wund v, , 
exeexxbrigiy viident, from N.W. to S.W., but gi'neniMy MHi'ii 
ward of west. Ijn pulling across the cove to get limpets, lii 
srpialisat iirue»forci?<l theoar«ontof the tueifs hands, arul !>!* ' 
them across or away from the boat. ' Much rain fidl dnnng 
most rdghts, but after suuriRt* it generally ceaseii ; soniciinu s 
bowrevci thv ram down by day as mueh as l>y night 

I hm mw many heah teaching thdryouii^ ones to suon 
It Rip e irioiis to the old seal supporting the pup by 
a* if to hi it^breatbe ami rest, and then pushiv; » 
SCW0 |ito ck^ wabf*r Ip shjtft for itself. • • ■ " 



Match 1880, bktchk to Christmas souno. 423 

29th. This morning, with better weather, we saiJcti very 
early in hojies to get round Black Point; the wind being 
mmlerate promised well, but, with the sun, it rose again. 
However, we tried hard for about six hours, during four of 
which I hardly liojxrd fb succeed, for it bl(*w strung, and the 
tide race w'as dangerous: but before evening we gained the 
sheltered part of Trefusis Bay. The men were on their oar.% 
from five in. the morning till four in the after ncxnn, and, excojit- 
ing two rests of a quarter of an hour each, pulling hard all tkc 
time- ® We landed in a sheltered spot, al)ont half a mile within 
the entrance of a passage which leads from 'I'lvfusis Bay to 
(Jhristmas Sound. Our fatigue aiul thorough drenching, by 
sea and rain, was then little cared for, havifjg gained our jxnnt, 
and being only a day''s pull from the Ikvigle. 

I liad seen along thi^ pa.ssage from (’hristinas Sfaiiul, as 
ivcll as from Leading Hill, and rojoicf-Hl to gt'l into iljp^br the 
outer coast is a wild one for a l>oat at any of the year 

— and this was the month of March ; «l)out l!ie worst liuic. 

“ rWth. A tine clear morning. Wtr , iarted with tlie sun, ^d 
jndled .so fast along in the sm(K)lb water, that by the evening 
we readied our little vessel, and found that all was well on 
Ijoard ; that there luid IxHm no more visits fnmi the Fuegians, 
iKM' ;my troubles. The new Vioat was flnishtil on the 23d, only 
twenty day .s having l)eeii occupied by Mr. May and three men 
in building her, Apjiearance was very nuich in her favour, 
notwithstanding the disadvantages under which she was Imilt. 
LicMitenant Keinpe had finished all the ship's work with his 
usu^d })rotnptiie.ss : new^ topmast rigging had betm fitteil, and 
very thing prepared for sea. I was two days over tiie time 
fiu- which we carried provisions, but by my cox^ wain's care of 
and by using linipc'ts and other shelhfi.sh, we still hml a 
sufficiency. 

Having seen as much as seemed nece^^sary of the coast, 
iKJtween Christmiis Sound and Nassau Bay (I mean nect^sary 
in proportion to our limited time and proviaiems), the Ilde- 
fon^)s and BlegoJ^mlresi Isles were to l>e our mxx objtvts. 

31st A stmhi wind| ppe\^tcd our mov- 
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ing early — but as tlie sun rose higher the weather improved, 
and we tried to weigh, — ^yet were provokingly delayed, for tlu* 
ehain ivas so fast round a rex'k, that for nearly an hour we eould 
not move it. At last we succeeded, without injury to any- 
thing — left the harbour, and stotal away for the Ildeforisos 
w ith a strong W.S.W. wind and a confused high swell. 

‘‘ Harbour (so called front our having passed t!io 

month of Marcli in it) is not so gcMxi as I at first thought 
The bottom is<*ertainly i*\cellent in soiik^ parts ; it is well slu h 
tered, and easy of access, but there are iviimy rocky ^plaers 
whiei) would injure a Jionip cable. Besides, there is a dang^.!- 
ous nai< im<lcr water iu the wide jwir} of tlie harbour, liidtit'M 
by a large* pat cii -of kelp. 

** ^V i passj‘d alo?)g the S.W. ^itle of tlie lldefonsos, at i!n 
distance of half a mile. 'Fhey ap|>eanHl like the higher j).‘irf > 
of a mountaiii umler water, lying N.W* and S.ii., 

luariy broken through l)y the sca in wna ral jdaei-s so a-, fe 
form several i.dets, of wliitii tlie highest and largest is jtheii: 
two huiidred iVet alaAe ihe sea, and one-riiird of a mile •: 
length; auothe'r is alKnit onc-quarter of a nvil(' long;; there- 
are mere rock> The two larger are ctAend with tus.-ai . 
iiuiong which we saw numerous stai w hich had M i am h! .i 
ij[) to the very summits. Having sati enmigb of tije^e . 
we hank'd oru' wind, luul shortened sail, ti) |>n'pin he eli. 
night ; for if blew a fresh gale, with e\ery npjM aran. i o^. 
its iucreoising and drawing to the southward. I wislutl 
make the Diego UanuroA Islands the next morning, 
thence run to the north-vMslv.ard ; and, had the wind [»r ^ 
imMk'fate, cotdd have done so without difficulty ; hid alh r i .n - 
rying a prt»s of stiil during the nighty and making Mmtliing. 
with as litik easting as {>os»ihk% I found myself, at dayiig '^ 
next mornittg, five miles to l<x*ward of the ulxncoiitfitionrd 
klmids, vit!i the wind strong from the NAV,-^ and tot) mutl/ 
jiat allow me to hope to ace more of them w'ithout remaineic 
unUi the wcuther nti^krated^ Thk would not 

♦ A ra#hy kirt4 of 
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halted the chronometers, or onr limited time ; therelore we wore 
round and steered (l)y WeddelFs chart) for the western part 
of the Hermite Islands, intending to rvin along the land from 
West ('ape. The wind became more modeiato towards noon, 
hut the weather got so thick that no part of the land could be 
made out distinctly ; and supposing that a jxiint of land which 
I saw was Cape Spencer, we stecriHl directly for it, as the day 
was drawing to a close and obliged me to give uf> n>y intention 
of (X)asting. Nearing the land, I found it rc*senibled the point 
1 liad^si^en from Henderson Island, and sup|K)hx d to be the 
S.W. extreme of Nassiiu Bay, but did n<it correspond to any 
part of the Hennite Islands, as shewn l)y ('aptain King’s plan. 
Evening Avas approaching, thick misty rhauis shut out other 
land from our view, but l)eing a weathta* siiore, I trusted to 
linding anchorage .soineAvhere, and sUhhI on. 

Tlie'Avind incix^sed, and blew in very stixaig .squalls off 
shore, obliging us to carry low .nail until we liad run seve- 
»a! miles along the land in snuKith water, when wc anclamxl 
at the entrance of a tuiy, in thirteen fathrans water, over u 
c»>arst^ sandy lx)ttom. A Ioav projecting {xjint covertxl ns from 
tiic furee of tlie wind as it then blew' ; and the land on each 
side from all other westerly winds : but tlic si|ualls incivasciil so 
violdUi v in the early part of the night, that although in smooth 
water, with eighty fatlujms of chain out, the top-giiUant masts 
dcMvn, and yards bratxxl up, the vessel drove, and we were 
'•bilged to let go ajiother anchor, and teer a long sct)pt^ of 
cable ; after which she held on linnly through the night. 

2d. At daylight we liove up the lK*st luiwer, but found 
cun fluke broken oil’. After getting the anchor to the 
5x)ws, and the broken one in-board, we weighed and made sail 
lo wmdward, in search of a gocxl anchorage. When llic wea- 
ther cleared in the morning, I had discovered that we were in 
Nassau Bay, nt*ar Or»nge Bay, and that the curiously-jx*aked 
headland we h^wl passed was * False Cajx^ Horn/ the same 
which I had seen from Henderson Island, Finding tins tlie 
case, I detorniined to turn tbe mistake to account, mid at once 
^et to work in this P^tponmg onr visit to the Hennite 
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Islands, Short runs were e?4sential, because of the chroiKimeters^ 
and this hist Ivad been a long one for them, 'with much motibn, 
therefore it was necesvSaiy 1. should get observations. 

Towards nocm the weather cleared and became very fine, 
with a light breeze from (be northward. We st<>od across near 
the north end of the Herniite Islands, cHrrymg soundings right 
jicross; bnt the view we obtained of the head of Nassau Bay, 
did not encourage us to hope for either interior waters or a 
passage^ as the mountains seemed to continue in an imbrokc ii 
chain to the eastwwd ol’ New Island, and from the mast-head 
I saw other high mountains fiir to tfie eastward. In the after 
lUKja we stood into a finedwking clear bay*, well sheltered, an- 1 
with regular soundings, f 'om twelve to twenty fatJioms over fiiH) 
sand. I afterwards found that this Orange Bay, and that 
the bav at the south ])oim; of which we anchored last night uas 
that cidled, by the Dutch, Scha{K*nham Bay. Being a large, 
roomy place, with even Ixittom, we remained at single anchor ; 
but the glass had been fldling so mueli, aiul wan then - 
extremely low, that I thought it prudent to ]>rcpaiv for th 
worst, and struck tojmiasts. 

During tlie latter part <if our stay in ('hristmas Sound 
and uj) to the present time, our sick-list had hxnx consithnnh:! . 
therefore I was not sorry to gain a safe anchorage in a {)! <- '• 
which apfxxirtxl likely to afford the rr^eans of recruiting < u; 
invalids, and restoring them to health, (.’olds and i heumatisn 
owing to bleak winds and much wet, were the thief comijl'unt s. 
I'his was the only time since the Baigle left Kio de .huv un 
that her skkdist had b<H?i4 worthy of notice. 

Notwithstanding the unusual fall of the barometer an«l .^y m 
piesometer and their still continuing to sink, this day 
fine, and seemed as likely to continue soj, as any day 1 had : 
seen, therefoi*e we took advantage of it, by getting the m et v 
sary dbatTvalrons for time, latitude, and true baring; In 
beddiit]^, and cleaning the ship thtobghdnt. This apj^ art d u/ 
Iar for t the | 

iiiiudi more cheerfid thaii (he high disb« * 
trtdicr which we IW Wood and 
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ivere ple^tifuU and easily obtained. WiUl-fowl were numerous, 
and our people brought on board a serviceable supply, enough 
for all the sick, and for most of those wlio were in healtli. 

3d and 4th* Still very fine weather, althougli the baro- 
meter and sypipiesometer were lower than I liad yet seen 
(hem in this country. Our Fuegians were Ix^coming very 
cheerful, and apparently contented.. We gave them as itiucli 
fresh provision (birds and fish) as we could obtain with guns 
nnd lines, aiulv^hitUerto they hatl fared very well. All that 
was sl¥-)t went to one sUxrk, from which it was dividal in 
ii)tation to the messes, the sick l)t‘ing first provided for, and 
then the Fuegians. 

5th and 6th. Two more fine days, wdth a very low glass, 
sl)(x>k ray faith in the certainty of the barometer and sym- 
piesometer.^ During those days, the wind had l>et*n liglu 
from N.N.W., and twice before I ha<l known these instruments 
to be similarly attk^ted during cjitactly similar wind and wea- 
ther : once at Fort Desire, on the coast uf Patagonia; a!\d 
once at Port Gallant, while I was in the Otwiiy Water. 

“ The master went towards the head of Nas.sfiu Bay^ and Mr. 
Stokes set out in the opposite direction. Mr. Murray had one 
of our kst chronometers, kept in a box, well packed in w cx)!, 
l)ut exposed to the temperature of the air. Ikfore going aw ay 
and aftei returning, it was kept and rated in the same Ik^x on 
deck, because the variations of tcmj>erature in the ojx’ii air of 
this climate are small; much less tlian a chrunometer would 
cxperii;»uce if alternating bt'tween a wann ciibin and a cold 
I oat. I was sadly grieved at finding that some Fuegians who 
arrived were not of the same tribe as our captives, nor even 
s{)oke the same language. On the contrary, much enmity 
apjxared to exist between them; though their colour, fea- 
tures, and halfits were similar. At first, ‘ York’’ and ‘ Boat^ 
would not go near jthem ^ but afterwards took delight in 
trying to cheat them out the things they pftered to l>ar- 
ter; and mocked th^f point- 

• The mercury in the 28,91^ and the oil in the 

to 28,52 ; from 40? to 48^ (Fsbr.) 
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ing at them, and calling thm ^Yapoo, yapoo**^ * Ip^^gia' 
went on deck; but the instant she saw them, screamed and 
ran away. Some one told her, in jest, to go into their canoe 
and live with them, which frightened her so much, that slu* 
burst into tears and ran below to hide , herself. After they 
v^iiv gone, ^ Boat’ luid ‘ York’ made us understand they haii 
had fights witli that tril)e, and shewed the scars of wounds 
received from them. By tlie help of signs we could compn 
bend much of their meaning ; but very few' words were i 
learned on cither side. We afterwiards found that these Va 
poos built their wigwmns in a manner dift'ering from that < i 
the westc^ni triJjc^s, Ixritig made of a nuinlx^r of jndes, or pierc 
of wfXKi, piactMl on end an>and a small space, and meciiu:.^ 
the top. 

“Our Yajxx) acquaintances estabiisluHi themselves ii) tii< 
bay near our forge, but without atfempting to stejU any thin‘ 4 . 
They frequently came alongside the ship ‘w ith fisii, which ilu \ 
caught in the kelp, 'I'hcy take thejse fish by means of ;i 1 ;.. 
without tt hcxik, having only a small piece of bait at the ei d, 
with whiirh to entice them to the top of the water, olos(> tu Uii 
side of the camx*. A fish bites, and Ix'fore it can dctacii 
small teeth from the scift, tough bait, the hand ht'kiiiig u 
line jerks the prize al)ove the water, and the c4her catdus m 
T he fisher then bites out a largi» piecse of its l>elly, talvos oij 
the inside, iuul hmigs the fish on a stick by the fi*v in tl- : 
canrx*, 

“10th, Still fine steady weather, tK)twitUstaiuling tiu im 
usually low fall of the liaronicter alreaily mentioned. 

“ 12th. By the assistance of Mr, May, at the fo 
inatle one good anchor out of two broken onew, and fifteti i!r ■ 
bfl>vse-p)a^ where they were worn through, by consem;)'' 
iiung the chaioB. Fortunately, we frtrai Sun ( 

a good supply of titm and codsy jnd appHed the latta niiiy 
to ihe ’'ise <ff th» wiHourer and the stoves, «> tfiat v* 
vm the' forge «»<i hetwwn Hi-' 

of l^'Xup, andv.thoi«:t 3 f'.^ilio^ 

; wofk, Iw that tnod^tn^td i^|f««!»dage. 
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“ Theglasses had at last lyeen rising; and during the past night 
and this day, the wind was very strong with much rain. The 
wind shifted from the northern quarter into the soutliern, draw- 
inn- round to the S.E.; which, of course, wouirl make tl»e mer- 
cury rise higher after being so very low., thougli the weather 
might prove extremely had. 

‘‘ 1 4th. The master returned, and surprised me with the iidor- 
mation that he had been thn)ugh and far beyond Nassau Bay* 
He had gone very little to the northward, but a long distance 
to the Vast, having passcxl tlirough a narrow passage, alxmt 
ouc-third of a mile wide, which led him ir to a straight chan- 
nel, averaging about two miles or more in width, and extending 
nearly east and w^e.stas far as tlse eye could reach. We.stward of 
the [lassiigc by which he i;nU red, was an opening to the north- 
west ; hut as his orders specified nortli and east, he foUowt?<l 
t!ie eastern branch of the chcannel, hxiking for an ojHaiing on 
cither .side, without success. Northwan! of him lay a range of 
mountains, %vhose summits were covered with snow, which 
( xteiided alnnit forty miles, and then sunk into ordinary hills 
lhat, near the place wliich he roachetl, sheweil oartliy or clayey 
cliHs towards the water. From thv clay cliffs Ids view was 
enhroken by any lanil in an E.S.K. dinxlion, therefore he 
must have looked through tm o^Kming at the outer sea. His 
pn visions being almost exhausted, he hastenixl kick. 

“ On the $(uith side of the channel there were likevrist^ 
moiintahi.s of considerable elevation; but, generally sp/akiiig, 
that shore was lower than the opposite. Mr. Murray Siiw great 
‘lumbers of natives near the narrow passage and upwards of 
a hvmdrt'd canoes were seen in one day, each ix>ntaunng from 
nv<ito six {)eople. These Fuegians h&d much gtianacx) skin* and 
many of the bones of that animal made into spear-heads, but 
very little scaUskin. The wigwams were largo and com mcKi ions, 
coinpar^l with those of the western trilK's, being built of small 
trees piled up endwise^ and tied at the top, their 

outside being covered ;^ 8tc. to keep mit the 

cold, and the tiiuch hdbw the surface 

of the ground. nhon twice m mmn j>eople 
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m Ibe western wigwams : but all were not so large. Every 
canoe gave chase to our l>oat, eager to see the strangers, and 
exchange small fish, spear-heads, or arrows, for buttons, beads, 
and other trifles. No arms or offensive weajxms were seen 
among them, toteepting flvsli sjicars, bows, arrows, and slings; 
they had not cn^en clubs, nor such lances as arp used by the 
Avesteni trilK^s. 'riiey seemed* to lie more tractable, and less 
disposed to (juarrel than those of the west. Wherever the bo;tt 
went, slie was followed by a train of canoes, each full of people, 
and having a fire smoking in the middle. Where they ^ot thi^ 
guanaco skiiis was a question not easy to answer. W^as there n 
passiige to tlie imrtbwai’d, by which they could tnule \vith the 
people living lliere ? — or were thei*e guaiuic(x\s in the southern 
part of Tierra del Fuego? Both the bones and skin.s seemeit 
abumlant ; but tlie jieoplc made .signs to Mr. Murray that the\ 
came from thu eastward : — nunc point:t*(i tovvarils the nortij. 
One native .showetl ho\v they ran, and their and Im v- 

thev wore kiliid, also tlie kind of noise they made. 

15(h. Mr. Stokes returned, after g<>ing a lung way to th** 
north and west, without flmiing a passage into Ni‘\v Year 
Sound. His examination, united to Mr. Murray V, almost cotu 
pleted tlie north and west part of Nassau Bay ; and only th» 
(»ast side remained to bo c:^^?}oixd. Our anchorage, calfcrl 
Orange Bay, is excellent ; and oiu* of llic few on this coast 
whitdi arc fit for a squadron of lineof-baltle shi()s. Its ap- 
proach from the stu is as easy as tlie liarbour is ci)muio(li<«u:: 
There an? three fathoms close to the shore ; yet in no pv^rt 
arc there more than twenty ; and every where there is a sandy 
W'ater is abundant ; wood grows dosi' to tfu' sea 
wild fowl are numerous, and although shell-fish arc scarce, 
plenty of Mnail fish may bc’ caught with hook and line among 
the k(‘lp, and in the suimner a sciiio will furnish abundance*. 

On the IGth we left Orange Bay, but light winds pn - 
venUid our naclimg the ojx.m sea that day, or during th 
fcdlowdng night. I was equally di^poiiecl to run out again to tlv^ 
Dfego j^mirer. — to look at the coa^t of False Cap<' t‘>r 
al)bu^ to run for the Bay of St. Francis: hnt the 
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wind failed entirely. During the night we had a breeze that 
would have carried us down io the latter spot, but washing to 
see, and take bearings land as I went, I did not profit 
by it ; and in the inoriiui^ Ibafiled with light airs and a 
current setting to the northward. 

17th. During tho early part of the day we hful light 
variable winds, scarcely sufficient to help ns against the cur- 
rent which seemed to set constantly into the bay, from the sea, 
at the rate of about on^ knot an hour. The manner in which 
our coinj)asses were affected in this bay was remarkable ; all of 
them being extremely sluggish, and, unless continually shaken, 
they did not show the proper magnetic bearings, or agree 
together, nearer than two points. I sharpened t!)e centres with 
much C4ire, and examined the agate caps, without improving 
the results. The compasses considered the l)est ir; other places, 
were here as bad as the worst; an excellent one, u{K>n Alexan- 
der s principle, with central jimbals, being nearly useless. In 
Irving the compasses on shore, tlie heavy cards wath large 
iK ctlleshad l>een less affected by local influence than light deli- 
cate cards of Katet: the heavy ones having averaged 24^ vari- 
ation along the wdiole coast, tlmugh Kater’s differed in some 
places as much as from 19” to 28"*; agranug nearly w itli each 
oth|[-, but not with Gilbert's or Alexander's compasses, in l>oth 
of which were cards comparatively heavy. 

IVo passed much too close to West Ca}x\ hut having 
fortunately cleared it, ran along the lanvl In'fore a incKlerate 
hi\.07x\ and rounded Cape Spencer at dusk. 'I'lie weatlier was 
so thick that Cape Horn could not Ix^ seen, and we mistook 
the forriK-r for the famoua cape; ejrjxcially as, in that view^, 
the lower part of Cape Sjmtccr lcx>ked like the liead of a 
ilouble-Siorned rhinoceros: but as we drew nearer, Caj^e Horn 
appeared. The wind failed as wre entered the Bay of St Francis, 
and left us to the alternative of anchoring in deep water, or 
driving alwut with the current; We therefore anchored off San 
doadiim Cove, neiM?^ the Scdl R^^ The night proved fine, 
so we lay quietly tUl n<?Kt morning, and then made «ail to 
breeze from thf^ imithward^ anchored in San Martin 



;■ ■ ■ vrsiT .Till K iSr^p, 

Gpiiu 1 aftpn>w<i^ wnt in n hmt tOt Horn to afer- 

' ;liwn;ti^-iiia^f0-pf ..tte 

tp'.earry my .'instyuiTie^at* to :iho.NWi^i^iHil;.cif-.:^^ 
places wcT^e ftmnd whie^. a M^& thuii 

■ .one spot whm .slie coiiM be ' rndhiat-takiog in*. 

Ktnunenls to the suminit <lid ni>t to lii* a verj^ diftl 

ctik taiKk. -:Xs the weather contihuedl fayoumblfc I retuiiied m] 
fj{>ar<3 that loghi. and the next inorhing (10th) mTaDgtd for ;i 
visit to <’^^]>e Horn ; a roemonal having been jmjvioiisly p*%- 
paivAlj. and seenndy eiK-losed in a ^tone jar. 

Aher taking observation's at noon for latitude, we set ouu 
earrving five tUivs^ prc)visio5i% a goml chronometer, and olh' r 
i list i \ Otis nts. We iaodexi before d^urk, hauled our l>oat up in 
f^afety on tlie north-ear^t side, and esmbiished ourselves for ti* 
ni^ht on Horn Island. 

, 520th. At daybreak we eonmicnml our walk across ti: 

idumi, each carrying his load; and by the time the >aui m 
I vigh enough for observing, were near tlie summit, and e\ai; :b; 
m its meridum ; so we stoppe^l while I took two sets uf 
and 3 roumS of angles. ‘Sexm afterwards wt* reached lln* hi<:lii ■: i 
]>oin! of the ^iipV', and imnUKhately fu^gari our work; I and nr. 
coxswaifu ^vith tlie instranicnts ; and Lieut Keinpe wiih i)i 
boat's cre-w raising a pile of stones over the nieiMorial. t 
At first tlie Diego Kainirv*^ Ishimls were seen, but hAU 
I could get the t5>^*wIolitf? fixed Knd adjusted, the borizc^n h< 
came hazy. At fKxm .Siitisfactory sets of ciTcuni-nH ridi<^iv ^ 
altitcides were obtained with two g(H»d se-xiauts. A ronm* - 
angles, compass bc^arings for the varktion, and good aftciDot *; 
sights ff>r tifue (ximpletcd our success. The pale made ovc i ( t-. 
loemorial was eight fi et high, and in it were stonei^ wl» o 
ic<|iib‘uJ the unitv<l exertions of 4iH seven men to raixi* to tii 
top. We drank the health of His Majesty Ki% George tl 
Pmuth, and gave thrtx? he;irty cheers 
IJmcn Jm k: DirtvdJy all was tokbtid we ^ towoMh 
jiomble us 

than 

by travel 
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on ; but, having tlj^e chi:<^ sextant to take care of, 

1 Wait^' aine ibe returned with a latit(^. All ,, 
reached ^ without loi^ng or Injoritig 

.iny thitig; but th^ cargo of stones, for spechnens, which each 
broughit J^fe> progress materially. 

•< At ^^;i^4i|^ ■ ^ and sitowed our boat, 

and set out op our We reached the ship that after- 

noon, well ladeo with fragments of Cape J lorri. 

<« Since the end of Mareh the weather had lujeii more 
settled,^>aitd much finer than we had yet had it on any part of 
the coast ; but our visit to Horn Island v/as only just in time, 
lor it soon changed agmn to blowing aiiil niining. Being close 
to the head of the cove, we did not feel the williwaws — though 
they appeared to blow sharply enough about the middle of it. 

I (lid not Wonder at the American, whom \vc met in die Strait 
of Magalhaens, saying that he saw ^ marks of a very large 
»->tiibUshment for the bead of this cove appeared to lixi ve been 
colonized by the Chanticleer, »o many remains of wxxxlen roads 
and wooden houses visible every where. 

£4«th. Bad wither. 1 was w’aiting anxiously for an 
opjKn'tunity of getting a true bearing of Diego Ramirez, from 
the top of Kater Feak; or , Cape Spencer, tocrf>ss the bearings 
obtaiixd from Ilenden^n lalmuh 

2otVi. I went up to the of the Peak, but found so 

thick ri liaze, that no diat^t object could be stvn. I^eaving 

II iostruments at the Ipp, aHervttiJkmg a few angles, aud ol>ser- 

Vcuioua. ofj^the suii ft>r destt'Oclcd, and after- 

wards examined St. Bemtferd tGove, which appeared to Ik* a 
good barlK>ur»; By comparing the old charts with tliis place 
(ind Nassau capnvinced that there had b^n a 

great uustake, t Bay of Ntt.SK?au is, or rather was, 

thobiy of St, Franft» 4 ^ plan given in tJie Admi- 
ralty chares its w'est i^de, firoin False 

I ape to 5 ■§^' bottom arul east side of 

the bay aits eifid^ly ami would have b^en 

^ttet left out to ‘j|ba word^ * .was 'iseefi in 

tn.s beanngesj^'. dbta»ee> or 

vou ^ 
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doas that plan corr^i^xi^^w 

FmiK^is Bay ; bat it does agi^ 
tb^ elate of its iKjieig made, with the^^ p^ 

The words Ca)xj HeaTi inay have tnisl^^ the 

jdan does nof show any latitude or longitude^ and thosei who 
siincje visited the place, previously to the{Bcag^^a amval, hud 
not been in Naasau Bay, 

26th. Another fine day, I went «p the peak a^ii and 
(>1>taiiud the desired angles; but Diego Ban)ires& appeared I 
nearly as ilistant 'as when seen from the top tjf Henderson 
Islanih iMeanwhile the Beagle was unmo(»red and got inuh r 
sail, I reaclu»d her outside the cove, and stood to seaward : 
hilt the day was t<x) fine, there being little or no wind till 
dark, when a light breeze carried us out of the bay. I stexMv'^] 
for (he Diego Ramirez Islands, anxious to profit by the firu 
weather, and examine them more closelv. 

27th. The water l)eing smooth, we bad a gexxi opportunij v 
of taking angles for placing the coast betwam West CajK* ^tnd 
Capii Spencer, which com pleteil what was wanting in that pan , 
afterwards, wt again steered towards tlie Diego Haniirez. 

28tii. A fine morning with a fresh breeze, just such as v < 
tlesiretl. Having kypt our wind under easy sail during tin 
night, we Ixire up, and, at daylight, ran along the east side '>i 
the rocky cluster, the wind being from the N.E. Wehovi' t< » 
frequently to take angles and soundings, and sailed quih: rouni 
the islands at the average distance of Imlf a mile, and tlicn I 
away to the northward- They are quite similar to the Ihl - 
foa^os ; the top of a ridge of hills showing above the water, ine 
broken through by the sea. The two largest are about (vu> 
himdret! fe t high, and ore oovered with ttiasac : there is 
shingle l)ea<;h on one (t!ie sjecond in size), where » boat may 
hauled up in .safety ; and there is emmgh good water (m thv 
east m<ie of the same island to supply thiirty mew* A furH^u^ 
mrf hximks against the west shore, and aq^y over tin 
wiKilci; idmid There i» a vessel; 

might bring isp m castei-n 

for a; sbrnt: 



lo8&ig^’8er i«iK?h^ The Imt I found was fifty fathoms, 
though eiiart shows that there is less than forty off 
the S*B;rebfcT heaty 'SweU prevented my landing ; but the 
ap^)eaiaiice me to suppose that they were 

greenstone- If hot of that nature, and similar to the mck 
' a])out Cape Horn, they may l>e of very hard sandstone. 

“ £9tb. In this climate, during the few intervals of settled 
tine wither, the sky is frequently overcast soon after sunset, and 
a slight ahowar falls, I noticed this frequently here, as well as 
durinjf^^tbe preceding April, May, and June, in the Strait. 

We storxl into the bay which lies l)etween False Cape and 
New Year Sound ; but it offered nothing inviting to a ship, 
Ijeing a leeward hi^t, v^th rocks and islets scattered along 
it near the shore. Perhaps there is shelter for a vessel amongst 
them ; but I would not choose tlreir noighl;>onrlKx>d, if it could 
he avoided, as the bay is exjxrsed to the S.W. winds, which on 
this coast are the worst. The breeze freshening, and drawing 
to the northward, enabled us to reach ('ape Spencer in the 
evening, when, as the weather promised ill, I wiis glad to 
anchor in eighteen fathoms, over a «mdy bottom, off* the 
entrance of San Joachim Cove. 

Expecting wind, we sent top-giillant masts on dcck^ 
braml up, and veered to eiglity fathoms. After eight the" 
weather cleared, and appeared likely to remain line, but the 
glasses ixjntintied to felh At ten a sudden heavy s<|uall came 
o er the land, and the tops of the hills became thickly coveml 
with clouds. Successive furious gusts followed : we let go a 
second anclior, and veered a whole cable on each. The squalls 
came most violently from the S.W., and in half an hour the 
bank of clouds disappeared ; but a stnmg gale from S.W. eon- 
tiinted till dayl^ht^ when it moderated. Cape Sjiencer pro- 
^ tectrd us very well* both from wind and sea: should a ship 
wish to enter SatiL Martin C^)lrc, and the wind or daylight toil 
her, she will find this q>ot a convenient stop^ir^-place. 

“ 'Wth. The Beagte^tiiimoored, got under and stood 
towards (^pe Hom ; die was close to the famous* 

with beaurifhUy more like the climate of 

2 F S 
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Madeira than that of fifty-Mx inouth latitude. X)ilriiyj^ 

I had excellent opportunities of taking 
sotmdings, which I hoped would he snlSeicnt- l^ sbuth 
and east sides of the Hennite Islands. *®tefc® 0 wing wight We 
workecl to the northward, near the Barhevelt Islands, the wea- 
thcr being fine, and the moon shining teightly^^ 

May 1st. A beautiful day~May-day indeed. I knded 
on the Barnevcit Isliuids, and took sights for time, latitude, 
and true bearing, l)e8ides a round of angles, while the Beagle 
was making slow progress to the northward, the wiint being 
very light, and variable. There is no good landilng>plaee on 
those islands; but as the water was then ooinparatiTely smootli, 
we were enabled to land upon a steep rik?ky part, where the 
surf did not break much. They ore twro low islets, lying nearly 
north and south, covered with grass, tussac; and weeds. The 
largest is about half a mile long, and one-third of a mile widt* ; 
the other is alxnit two cables' length stjuare. Several rcK^ks iic 
off the s*3uth end, towards lx>th the east and w^est ; and one 
aliove water lies detached, towards the Heitnite Islands, nearly 
in inid~channel : but no other appearanceof danger was visi[)l(\ 
Tlio angles gained here, crossing thiise from Orange Bay, 
lx)urided the Hermits? Islands towards the north — though iho 
detail of tlieir coast-line, northwards, yet remained to l>c 
ascertained. 

52d. ^Vs fine a day as the prectnling. We were clo.se io 
Evoiits, an islet similar to the Barnc\'elt8, but rather high^ r 
The weatlier enabled Mr. Wilson to continue his sketcfies 
tlic coast : but indeed no jjtirt along which we sjiilod had 
been <{uite omitted. In the afieirKx>n we closcfl the shore 
near New' Islaiul, and were looking out slurply for banks nnd 
.shoals, fancying, because the bnd looked lower, and tlie Nassiiu 
flat had slioal soundings, that we shmild find banks detached 
from tlte land. .Shoalcr water we certainly found, conipiroi 
^ with tlmt to which we had been lately 
froni fiftmi to twenty fathomi, ginduidly^ 

I irhore, but we never had less than ten till w(' wen* 

^ itfto li harbour in the evetting. 1 ooidd here trace r > 
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refi»e|dN^noe irfcatever to ai^y published chart; but seeing a 
place aome low isleta wliich appeared likely to 

afford atichoiag^ we atecred for it, and at sunset 

^uichored in a wcUndielte harbour on the east side of a large 
island, to the .west of New Island. The water shoaled gra- 
dually, over a fine saaiidy bottom ; but we ran in rather t(x> fiir, 
ami had Only three fathoms after veering cable, so we were 
obliged *to shift our berth. 

8d* Mr. MuiTay prepared to go along the coast towards 
C*ape Giood Success, carrying one of the chronometers, and 
other necessaiy instruments, and taking three weeks' provisions. 
He set out, in a whalo-boat, with six men, well armed and 
(Xjiiipped in every way. Having despatched the master, I 
prepared for an excursion into the interior passages of this part 
of Tierra del Fuego : while Mr. Stokes, in another boat, was to 
contiue tlie survey of the coast from the aist side of tlie head 
(if Nassau Bay to the vicinity of New^ Island ; anti Lieut. 
K‘ein{^ wxmld take care of tlie ship, and forward her refitting, 
Ix^sides wooding and watering. 



CHAPTER XXIH; 

S«t out in boatA— Find (Tuanaeoe9<^lilttfr^ Fii^agu^^ 

Tide — Ohaimo) — Glaciers — View-*-* AIpuntaiY^ir Unbroken chain - 
PsASap^e.^ — Steam- vessels — Jemmy Button— puma —hfcAt -r-Accidi^nt 
— Natives — Murray’s Journal— Cape Orobam— Cape Xinnaird-^Spn 
niard Harbour — Valent} n Bay — ^Cape Coo'd Success---* — Lom- 
nox Island— Strait Le Maire— Good Buceeas Bay^Aectd^f — Tidt^ 
Race — San Vioente«^San Diejt'O — Tidea^Soundi|t||«tt-*ry*Korth-ea^t 
* Coast — San Sebastian — Refieetians— Port Besire-rrMonte Video*— 
Sai>la Catalina — Bio de J aneiro^ 

4lh. Mh, Stokes and I each began another trip in thr 
bjats, taking chronometers, and the necessary mstrumciiis. 
He sU^ered to the northward, to get to the inainhnKl ; I kej;f 
outside to the south- westwanl, to niak^e the most ilin^ct course 
towards the communicatiou between Nassau Bay aiui tlv 
newly dist'overed passage or chaimei. I was surprised to find 
that the eastein shore of Nassau Bay rcsenibltHl mudi of tin* 
coast of Patagonia (being a stratum of earth without rock) 
and differed entirely from tite general character of iIk* iv>as(.v 
and islands of Tierra del Fiiego. At sunset we ianderh :tnd 
hauled up. our Imt on a shingle beach which extended sev^ j oi 
miles, and u{x>n walking only a few yards inland I jsaw tiu- 
prifits of large cloven hotrfs, almost the »r£e of thQse of a < uw. 
This discovery gave an answer to the question alKKii thv 
guanaco skins andlnmes found among the Fuegians, hut uuk t 
me Uss yvmguine of finding a passage northward through ih 
interior of the countty. Much brushwood was found m i* 
this place ; and a prerfasion of rich grass covered an exteiisiv. 
plain. 

^S5th. We launched the Imt, and continued our coiu> 
along-sliorc, finding rather shodi water (three to six fiitliou - 
within aljout half a milcjf, wdth a veary th^ of ki Jj’-. 
through which it was clifficiilt to force the boat* We hiul j ^ 
advi c'd j&r, when, passing rouiid a low point of land, wc - 
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tour fiae giiaiiao^ feedii^ ^siose to the water. Tljey did uot 
.seem to be alarmed away from us round ii 

projecting port of the shores which preventc?d our getting a shot 
at them. They appeared to be touch larger than those I had seen 
near Port Dei^re, on the Patagonian coast, their bodies teing 
far heavier, and their tails longer and more busby. These dif- 
ferences might be tJie natural result of a different climate, as 
cool weather, with plenty of food and water, would probably 
increase their Ittaje. I would not delay, on their account, hoping 
to fallen with others, but paidied on ah)ng the shore. These 
animals were near what is called in the chart ‘ Windhond Bay.' 
In the afternoon, we were again among rocky mountains and 
dee|)-water shores, *and being so fortunate as to get a fresh 
breeze from the S.E., made raijch progress before night. We 
saw several canoes, full of natives ; but did not turn aside-to 
speak to them, as time was too precious. 

6th. A very cold and blowing morning, the w ind being 
against us, yet we made better progress than 1 ha<I hoped for, 
as our boat proved to be s<^ excellent ; and whether sailing or 
pulling, was all.we could wisli for. This night we bivouacked 
close to the Murray Narrow, but took care not to land till 
after dark, and then carefully concealed the fire, so that our 
rest might not be disturbed by \isits from the Fuegiaus. A 
sluup looik^it was, of course, kept by the watch: and by my 
two flogs, who were very useful in that way. 

7th. Scx>n after we set out, many canot\s vi ore san in chase 
of us ; but though they jjaddled fast in snuxwh water, our 
boat moved too <{uickly for them to sumvd in thdr ciuh <hiis 
io barter with us, or to, gratify their curiosity. The Murray 
Narrow is the mily passage iid^ the long channel w hich runs so 
neariy east and west A strong tide sets tbn)ugh k, the flcKxi 
cflumng from the channel. Xhi each side is rather low huul, 
rising <}uidcly into Idlb, behi^^ wlncli are mountains: those 
on the west aide being high, and covered with snow\ .When we 
stopped to coolc aiKl ijl^^ our dinner, canoes cmia^ from all sidf?% 
bringing for bartt^w the natives had 

any arms ; they seenud to bo smaller in and less di^jxisi d 
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toliGWii^'eyous, thaG theyveitera lacGTithsiiJa^pn^a^^ 
siiaikr to that of the nativeawhfaa 

found a very large wigwatn* built in a 6ulMttad»d;»numtiBry^i^ 
a much better place to live in thtm many of ;tW huts whicfa are 
called houses in Childe. I think tw^ty men mi||^t have stood 
u{!uighf in it» in a circle i bu^ {m>babl^<,>of^eee.Fu^;iane) it 
would house thirty or forty in the cold weather. 

While our men were making a fire and cooking, 1 walked 
into the wood, but found it bore little rtsembhuioe to that 
which our eyes had lately .been accustomed to. 1''he trees were 
mostly birch, but grew tall and straight. The ground was dry 
and covered with witliered leaves, which crackled as I walked i 
whereas, in other parts where we bad lately passed our time, 
the splashing sound of wet, marshy soil had always attended 
our foot.<5teps, when not on rock. These Fucgians apiietarecl 
to think the excrescences which grow on tlie birch trees, like 
the gall-nuts on an oak, an estimable dainty. They offered u.s 
several, some as large as an apple, and seemed surprised at out 
refusal Most of them had a small piece of guanaco, or seal- 
skin, cm their shoulders or Ixaiies, but not enough for wai intti . 
perhaps they did nut willii^Iy approach strangers with tlieir 
ustnd skin ^ess about them, their first impulse, on seeing u.s, 
being to hide it. Seveiul, wliom I surprised at their wigwams, 
had large skins round dieir bodies, which they ooncealei! 
directly they saw me. Fish and the birch fungus most bt; tht-ir 
chief fixal, Ibr slmll-fidi are scarce and small ; but tlmy cate’) 
.•m abiindauce of cxctdl<-'ut rodi-fidj, smelt, and what might be 
calied a yellow mullet. Guanaco meat may otcaskmaUy Ik; 
obtained by them, but not in sufficiwit quantity to be de|x?niii'(i 
upon as an article of dady suhnstence. 

. “ Leaving tlte natives, we sailed across towards the we.sterii 
arm of the long channel, and coirtUMied making our way west- 
ward, witli oar and sail, until dudt, when, we landed, unjwr- 
ediyed, as we. thought, and mtiddished omsdites ftp: the night- 
' Just m we had moored the bwtf, kifMlled,a<Jl*^va^ ptchrei 
;oiar a (Wtmc came intu the cenre s ahatber aaotlifi- 

ttaiil wc were sumiunded Knowhijr 
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we *=ii»art.'jsi*h«r driviS thw alway by force, or be plagued with 
them ^ packed up our things, and wished 

them good evening. About three miles further westward, we 
again landed, and fixed our tent in a cove, which gave us good 
shelter through ' the night, without any interruption. It was 
high water this afternoon at four o’clock (being the day of full 
moon), and the tide rose three feet. The channel here, and 
(>{^xwite the Narrow, is about three miles wide ; on its north 
side is an unbrofaai line of high mountains, covered with snow to 
withia.about a thousand feet of the water. Southward are like- 
wise snow-covered heights, so that the channel is formed by the 
ialley lying Itetween two parallel ridges of high mountains. 

“ 8th. This morning it froee very sharply. We started at 
sun-riso, with a fine breere from the wtstward, and made a long 
run before it. The cltannel preserved the same character, and 
nearly the same width ; on the north, the mountains continued 
without any opening ; but a few miles farther, we saw what 
appeared to be one. I soon found that there was one passage 
leading westward, and another rather to the southward of west, 
wiiich appeared to ojien into the sea. The easterly breeze 
failing, and squalls from the Jil.W. succeeding, we did not 
make mudi progress in the afternoon ; yet before daA had 
reached the place where the two channels commence, and stopped 
for the night on a small island. Sotm after dark , one of the Iwat’s 
crew wsa startled by two large eyes staring at liim, out of a 
i’iick hush, and he ran to his companions, saying he had seen 
tlie devil ! A hemty laugh at his expense was followed by a 
shot at the bush, wl&h brou^t to the ground a magnificent 
homed owL • 

“ Next day, we continued our ’Westisiy route. No natives 
vvere seen,- though a few wigwams, of the round-topped land, 
wene jiassed. The wcstesinitn^ sharp-pmntcd, cm* Yapoo wig- 
wam, was OH’ the .nuu]»l«nd,*‘"i^tue to the island of tl» Devil ; 
it was made of small up in a circte (the branches 

and roots havipg heea fetiicen OlT) itith the smaller ends meet- 
iog at the t<q». Tho boat’s ctow said it had been a * Meeting- 
House,’ and porhafR they *ware not fer wrong ; for being so 
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lat^e, and just on what might beicdiletlneiitr^^l^ 
the two tribes, it is not unlikely that there may have been 
many a meeting there— perhaps many a l)attle. At the sepa- 
ration, or meeting of the two channels, it was high w^ater at a 
ijuarter before five this morning, and the flood came from tho 
w'est, abotit a knot an hour ; the eblv-tide set to the west M 
alKHit half that strength* Much drift- wood and large fragmctit>, 
of ice were carried along with it. Between some of the moun- 
tains the ice extended so widely as (o fom immense glaciers, 
wind) weix^ faced, towards the water, by lofty cKffs. Ihiring u 
IxMutifulIy fine and still night, the view from our fireside. ! ? 
tliis narrow channel, was most striking, though confined 
Thickly- wfxded and very steep mountains shut us in on tbrei 
sidt's, and opposite, distant only a few^ n)iles, rose an iminons- 
barrier of sriow-covetxxl mountains, on w hich the mtK)n wa- 
shining brightly. 'J'he water l>etween was so glassy, that tlici; 
outline might lx* distinctly traced in it : but a dcath-like still 
))ei=<s was sometintes broken by masses of ux* falling from Ihi 
op|K>site glaciers, wdiich crashed, and iwerberated around-^iike 
eruptions of a distant volctino. 

“ 10. Before daylight this morning, we wen* on our o;h s 
and by the time the was high enough fpy observing, ^vort 
many miles westward of our renting-placc. After sights, whiu 
the men wm* cooking, I obtained a few bearings, and })npan (! 
to rectum, ntrt intending to further westward. I saw ^v;a ; 
from that s]»ot, mon^ than t-wenty miles to the west (hy (<>hi 
pass) ; and then my view was Uutited by the cliannd turr^in..: 
towiucb the south* In those, twenty miles, not the slii^hiol 
apjiearani'e of an o|)eniDg to the northward aiuld be srsiu 
mountain suca*eded luountain, in unbroken succession. 
fidge.s or raiiges, could be traced, lying {lara^iel to each uthcf 
and the m?aix»st summits of thti^ in thethinl, or furthest nin-M 
stretching froin the northwartl and etwitwstrd of me, md wntr 
tilling, m lar m eye e^mld teach, toivarda tlie i^rih and 
were at Wnt five leaguea distant* ' Tlieir iieight X d t > 
be aboiit ibur tboimod feet ; that of those nearttst to nie> ainss 
tW'o and irf thoee in mcnnoii 
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juijt nw^:^bQUt three tboMMiil. At a distance* the channel 
appear<^d to trend to the southward of west, and there the sides 
of the mountains seemed to be very bare, and weather-beaten, 
while near me they were covered with wood. This led me to 
conclude that farther westward they were oi>en to the sea 
winds, and that there the channel ended. By the observatioas, I 
found that we were* nearly in the longitude of Christmas 
Sound, and in latitude 54® 54/ S., being tlierefore twenty miles 
south of the end of Admiralty Sound, but considerably to the 
vvcstwjpird of it. This position, and the bearings and estimated 
di>>tana‘ss showed me that the other ami of this, long channel 
opened near t!ie spot where Mr. Murray laid down (near the 
i.oad of Christma.s Sound) a ‘ channel, running to the east- 
ward, beyond eyesight ; ’ and that the brancli in which I \vas 
must lead tow^ards the bay or sound to the N.W. of Christmas 
iSoiiuil, at the base of very high land, whicli Mr. Murray laid 
ilv>wn as ‘ an unbroken range of snow-coYert?<] mountains.'' The 
rime of high water in this channel exactly corres|x>udcd with 
dial on the adjacent sea-coast, but did not nearly agree wit 
dull of the Strait of Magalhaen». These facts, and the appear- 
am ;i of the land, removt^ti every doubt in my mind of the 
i xLstence of an unbroken chain of mountains, reaching from the 
Barbara Channel totlie Bell Mountain, and I therefore decided 
to spend no further time in searching thercalxiuts for a passjige 
uurthward, but make all haste to examine the exterior sliores. 

The channel here was about a mile wide, but the moun- 
Ltinsou eacli side risiiig so abruptly, made it apjit^r much 
narrower. It might be a good passage for a ship to sail 
througli, from the westward, were it not for the trouble and 
anxiety of getting in with the laud at the right place; and 
that a hhip might soil on her course, in the o^ien sea, by 
as well as by day ; btit here die could hardly choose to 
run at night, becausa afe a few low islets, near xnid- 

channd, in some pBii^ Fm* ahoal, ia case of sliipwneck, or 
other urgent reason, it mi^ht Waonvenm^ : but going through 
tu the westward it would 
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to ply to wiudwwad i#^y* «d fev^ry lday^ mdtkig 
half*0Rl« boards u 8 defiance o|f squalls Mroqg etioa|^ to €»pK 
saxe ft vessel. A stetuo'yessel might answer in vtibis as 

there is plenty of wood every where Directlyi^tbe noon obser 
vfttions wwe finished, and the iiistruionents safely stowed, we 
ts^n our return, and as a fresh breeze sprung up fipom the 
westward, we dashed along with a fiivouring tide at a great 
rate, 

« 11 th. Next day we landed, for dinner and rest, war the 
Murray Narrow, and close to a wigwam, whose inmate ran 
away ; but soon returned, on seeing us seated quietly by their 
fin?. We bought fish from tlnein for beads, buttons^ 85c., and 
gave a knife for a very fine dog, which they were extremely 
reluctant to part with ; but the knife was too great a temp 
tation to be resisted, though dogs seemed very scarce and 
proportionably valuable. Afterwards we continued our mule, 
but were stopped when in sight of the Narrow by three canoes 
full natives, anxious for barter. We gave them a few bead? 
and buttons, for some fish ; and, without any previous iulen- 
tiwi, I told one of tlw Iwys in a can«je to come into our Ixxit, 
and gave the man who was with him a large sliining mother-of* 
pearl button. The boy got into my l»at directly, and sfU 
down. Seeing him and his friends seem quite contented, I 
pulled onwards, and, a light breeze springing up, made sail. 
Thinking that this accidenUd occurrence might prove useful 
to the natives, as well as to ourselves, I detomined to take 
advanU^ of it. The canoe, iVoro whit^i the bty came, paddld 
towanls the shore ; but the oth^ still paddled after us, bdd- 
ing up firii and skins to temjrt us to trade with them. Tlit 
breeze freshmng to our fevour, and a strong tide, «»n car- 
ried us thiou^ the Narrow, and ha^f an hour afto dark wc 
8to{)^X!d in a cove, where we had passed seeo^ night of thih 
exeunt. ‘ Jemmy Btitton,’ as the boat’s, «a«w. called him,, 
on acoomit of bis price, sewed? to be pleasfd at his change, 
midiipfied buwasgofng to 
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iMfeeie NJk ; passed Win^ Bay, ancT at stmseC 

hauled the boat tip, though a surf on the stony beach made 
it a di^cult task. Several guanacoes were aefti near the shove 
■IS we passed alcmg'* 

“ At daylight this nlorning (18th), we went in search of 
guanacoes ; but, seeing none, soon returned to the boat, and 
launched her. I lost my new dog in the bushes, yet we 
could not sk^ to recover him. During our walk tbfe morning, 

I observed traces of a large land-animal, which I suppose*! 
to be a» puma ; and two of the men noticed a place, like a 
large nert, made in the trees by the natives, in which I have 
no doubt they watch for the guanacoes, to spear them as 
th(“y pass und«neath. We reached the Beagle in the evening, 
and found all well »m board excepting one man, w1k>, in car- 
rying a guanaco,* .shot by the cutter’s crew, had slipped and 
broken his leg. Mr. Stokes, with whom he was, contrived to 
set it for him ; but veiy properly made the best of his way to 
our sliip with the man, whose leg was there found to be so 
well set, and bandaged up with splints, by those in the boat, 
that the surgeon had nothing to alter. Mr. Stokes went away 
again directly } and both he and Mr. Murray were absnit 
at' iny return ; but Lieut. Kempe, with the few men left on 
board, had done what Was required, and gave a good account 
.of the harbour, with respect to safety as wdii as shelter from 
vtirui. Ten canoes had come, at different times, to the ship ; 
t! t the natives were extremely quiet and inoffensive, and 
sold our people a Uurge quantity of fish. By success in shoot- 
ing, Lieut. Kemjie had been enabled to stop the issue of salt 
iwovisions for two daya Our Fuegians were in high spirits, 
and the meeting between thmn and Jemmy Button was dniU 
enough! they laughed at hhn, 6alled himYafXxj, and told 
us bf) put more dbthes on him c^reo%. . 

“ i7th. Mr. Mtttra.y his excursion to Cape 

Good Success^ haldog tfoim expected, but not 

without incurring on cio mtposed a coast. 

Had not h» fiai' t»e, hb eww guod, and 
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he himself almost skilM manag^i 146 riirtttld 

hare gone sio fur along an unprotsised ihoce^ fhnyugh 
df tide, and yet hare returned in- safety.'^' - /iP • 

The following are extracts from his Journal. 

‘“Near Cape Graliain we saw a large party of Thdians, 
with several canoes, one of which, paddle^l by two men and 
a wonian, came alongside of our boat, and they sold us some 
fine fish, for the large price of two iiietal buttons and a snmil 
string of beads. Finding no place at which I could land, on 
account of the rocks and heavy swell, we steered, for the shore 
about fifteen miles to the northward. Approaching a flat- 
b>p|ie(l bluff, covered with grass, I saw a large guanoco, am! 
just afterwards a whole herd feeding, for which he seemed 
to l)e doing the duty of a sentinel. The shore was invititvi-, 
and earthy soil seemed abundant ; but too many rocks showKf 
their sharp points at the water’s edge to allow of ovir l.nnc iing 
At last we found a small patch of shingle Ijclween two r'v^^ 
of rocks, and there we succeeded in beaching the boot, 
through a heavy surf. I ascended a steep woody heiglit ti> 
obtain a view of the neighbourhood, and found that, fer 
some miles the country was level, and apparently coverixl i)v 
thick grass. Traces of, and paths made l>y, guanacoc>, wi'n' 
very numerous in 'every direction. Next day we pulled tn 
the eastwanl against a tumbling sea, caused by a weather tid< . 
and at sunset tried t«i land ; but wenre disappointed, by 
that tlie shore W'as .so fronted every where by rocks, tlwu 
could not approach. We therefore hastened towards a Ion;: 
t-eef of oatlying rocks, which might aifwd some Bhelt< r, s'- 
a breakwater, during the night, but found such ovirfaiK 
near them, that we were a^n obligeil to ctmtinue tmr rouu 
alongshore in th<^ dark. At last I heard Ibe nfflse of a lar^c 
waterfall, lietw'een the brokings of high surf on the roil'- 
and fancifd a cove could be made out, towards which 
cautiously’ advan<*d, soundhig with d»e lead and a kwg ' 
and Succeeded in o^fnmg a JdaOe of Icnspiaraiy' security^ 

■ '‘f *T« paMnng aldhg the dmre «» thn Wlonfmg day, nwnsy 

again I’;’-'-* 
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umcbfiDill)^!^^ IB pbtai&iiag a fdocc fur the boat. On 
tlie:7th,|lj^ WM too much sea and wind to admit of our 
proeee^mifs, »o-I went to various pmnta suited for obtaining 
aiiglt« and beariijgs. One of these stations, was a large rock, 
looking' like a tower, which stood alone on a level plains 
« ‘ Tbe weadier being less unfavourable and the sea smoother 
on the 8tl|l, we launched our boat and sailed to the eastward. 
In pa.ss»ig round Cape Kinuaird, gn^at numbers of fur-seal 
were observed* so many indeed tlmt they completely covered 
sever4«^ the lar^ rocks. 

“ ‘ Spaniaid Harlxmr proved to be a shallow bay, full of 
l ocks, and dangerous reefs lining the shore, and without shelter, 
although there is auchoragt! for a vessel. 

“ ‘ In a large cave in a rock, which forms the south head 
of a little cove where our boot was secured, I found the recent 
ti aces of Indians, who had left bones of guanacocs and birds 
Ijiing about near the arfies of a large fire. I went into the 
cave for a consklerable distance, until it beciune too dark to 
lind my way farther, but did not reach tlie end. Afterwaixls 
wc sailed to the eastward again, under a treble reefed sail, and 
landed liefore dark in a corner between projecting rocks. 
Numbers of guanaoaes were feeding around ; but, after our 
shcH)tiiig one of them, they made oft*. In every place at whicli 
we landed, traces of Indiaos bad been found ; yet hitherto we 
leal seen only one party during this trip. The countr)' near 
s, on the east side B{>£H)iard Harlxtur, or rather Bay, 
sreiujal levci, tliough. her© and there were low hills, wln^e 
eastern sides were thickly covered with w'ootl ; some of the trees 
fbeech) growing large and straighl^ enough to make topmasts 
or lower fora small drip ; though probably their qualities 
would be maiiitahk. 

i‘ ‘ May IOUj. During a heavy gak, I ascemkd the lughest 
hill, ift’ur the and piany rocks, on which the sea 

was breaking, thjM 1 IuhI not sem before. On the Iltb we 
pa.ssed through a yo^ daiigu^w ^ tide-’race' oft‘ Bell Cape. 
Ihiwe.wasliii^. og iio wiBC^ it was scarcely possible to 
use our oar^ sp Bra^t wi^lhe wMct agitated was heaving 
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tjtnd breaking in all directinos^ Hk« wato'/boBing:^:^ 

-mmse caldron. . When through, ami again in b Va« 

astc»i«had at our fortunate escape. Xioi^n|; bfebjiiibt) it, 
only a mass of breakers could be seen, wludli ptnned-tapiJly 
to die westward, and therefore led me to suppose ifoat the 
♦ race’ was caused by a meeting of tides^' not % a strotig tide 
passing over a rocky ledge. * .W 

“ ‘ The land near Bell Cape is steep, hi^', and so r^y, that 
we could not find any place at which to land. We went into 
all t!ie small coves, but they were so guardtsd by rocks, as to 
lie impracticable. Sailing eastward, t at last found a small 
cove, near Valentyn Bay, in which we hauled the boat ashore. 
A small stream ran into it, near which were many wigwams, 
but no natives could lie seen. 

‘ 12th. We crossed Valentyn Bay, and landed near €a[)e 
Good Success. X walked to tlie summit, and thence obt.iinwl a 
good view of Staten Island, on the east ; and all the coast west- 
ward, as far as New Island. Ih the north-east corner of 
Valentyn Bay, we found some Indians, living in one large 
wigwam, without any canoes. There wt;re eight men, each of 
whom had a how and a few arrow.s in his hand, ami ail, 
except one, were clothed in guanato-skins hanging down to 
their heels, the wuxilly ude being outwmrds, We obtainwl 
several bow.<i Irom them, by barter, but they were reluctaiit 
to part with many arrows. One of the number wore a largi 
seal-skin, that I purchased with a knife, whic^i, to my surprise, 
he distinctly called ‘ cuchillo.’ They had some fine dogs, one 
Iteing much like a young Kon ; btJt nothing we otmld ot'er 
seemed, in their eyes, to be considered an equivalent for hi.' 
alue. Afterwards we examined Valentyn Bay, and found it 
unfit for vessel^ being ex|) 06 ed to a heavy swell, and afibniit!g 
but bad anchorage. 

“ ‘ On the l^b and 14th, a heavy gale cemfined' us to our 
cov^ into which such mhnbers of wild-fdwl eaiw^ for shelter 
I suppose that tre shot as many as we wmifed. 

^ ph,.^e IBtlb 16th, and 17th, we returaii^ fo 
i^e|lp'i^c»hhdttt meeting difileulik«\t|^';'n8k8 tc; 
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those bieniioned/ but which it would be as tedious 

as to * 

Soph after the IVf aster catiie alongside, Mr. Stokes also 
return^* havibg Iwn a long way into the channel first dis- 
covered by Mr. Murray, and having examined all the shores 
about its eastern communication with the sea. He met many 
groups o^ndians, but managed so as not to have any collision 
OF tnmbte with than. 

18th. Digging in various places on Lennox Island, showed 
n)e that the soil is unlike that where the guanacoes were 
.seen on Navarin island, which is fit for cultivation ; this being 
very moist, and too full of tussae. and other roots, to be 
?;erviccable in any agricultural point of view. 

19th. Natives had a>me alongside at various times, during 
the last few days, to sell fish for old buttons and other trifles. 
It was amusing to witness York and Boat taking in these 
people, by their Iwgains. The same men who, two months 
back, would themselves have sold a number of fish for a bit of 
pjlass, were seen going about the decks collecting broken 
(;rockeryMvai*e, or any trash, to exchange for the fish brought 
nlongside by these * YajKxJs,’ as they called them; not one 
word of whose language did they apjX'ar to compreliend. Lieut. 
Kompe returned from am unsuccessful excursion to Navarin 
sshind in search of guanaeoes. He saw many, but a>ald not 
get within shot. Tlie footnwirks of a puma were noticed by 
h in sfiveral places, 

23d. After oVtaiuing a few sights of tl\e sun, for the 
cluonometer rates, we sailed from Lennox harlxjur, a very 
secure place for small vessels; but, as it is rather slnUlow, 
shi{>s drawing more tliail fourteen feet of water should anchor 
outside the entraticei where tb^ would Ik? safe, and in smooth 
water, excepting when a south-east gale blows, with which 
wind they would not, in alf p^tobability, wish to remain at 
^chor. The ^nditigs are regular in the offing, and there 
is anchoring grpiji^ eVery wlbare iu the vicinity. Wood and 
water may be ob^ned, in any quantity : wild fowl and fish 
are also to be had^ abundance. The eadlest way 

VOI. f. gc 
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9 I getting iish is to give bits of broken glass or buttons 
• natives, who catch them in ttie kelp, by a baitef^lioe^ Brithotn 
a book, enticing the fish to the top of wat^r M 
seizing theiii with the band, or, if the fish has 
Ijiair, jerking it out of the water before it can disengage itself; 
as I mentioned liefore. v ^ 

At daylight (24th), being off Cape Good Success, M^e bore 
lip, and ran towards the Strait of Le Maire, with a fresh gale 
at south, and thick snow squalls. The strait appeared clear of ail 
obstacles, no rocks, nor even kelp being visible. Th? shon^ 
from Cafic^ Success to the north head of Success Bay is high 
aiKl bold, with water for a ship as near to it as she could 
desire, or ought to go. We hauled our wind daring a sever, 
snow squall, lest we sliould run lieyond the harbour, at* ’ 
afterwards liearing up, ran into Good Success Bay, and anehor 
ed under the lee of its south head as a tenq^orary lierth. A> 
scxm as the ship was secure, I went to look for the best andittr- 
age; and wlu?n it moderated, w^e weighed and shifted to a 
position where I supposed the ship secure when motind itt 
smooth water, with sixty fathoms on our seaward Anchf>r, and 
fifty on the other, tlx* anchors lying respectively in eight a?id 
seven fathoms, over a clear, sandy liottom. The gale CTuntinind 
<luring the day, ami towards night increased, drawing m* rt 
to tlie eastwanJ, and sending a swell into the bay. The wind 
was very cold, and the snow and hail froze fast, as tli! \ 
lodged ujK>n any expised part of the ship. Between cigl 1 
and nine it blci)^ heavily ; afterwards it became much m 
moderate ; and at midnight there was only a fri^sh wind from 
E.S.E. A long swell then began to set into the bay from tiK 
same quarter; but the ship rode so easily, and. the uight 
seemed to be improving so fast, with the glass rising steaddy. 
that I went to bod without an anxious thoiighi r^pecting h ? 
safety: howrev’er, I was hiuxUyadeep when 1 waatold that tli« 
smaU bowey, our Seward cable, had | 3 ortifd« I Jpn instantly 
upondpek^ when finding the night fine, and lio increase 
I first it was a ttusUttei buf ^ 

b|f birindsicie^^^^^^^ the tod clmpfm* ' 
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down iipnh her lee anchor. The critical nature of our situa- 
tion at once struck me: it was evident, that the frost had 
rendered oiir chains, so often tried, a doubtful security against 
the jerfc of rollers which occasionally set into the bay — one or 
two, perhaps, in half an hour — though the swell was at other 
times trifling. We veered a w^hole cable on the in- shore anchor 
(ji small oile, got at San Carlos), cleared away and let go the 
sheet-anchor, shackled the remainder of the small bower chain 
to the l)est bower, and rode wdth two-thirds of a cable on the 
sheet, (fnd a cable and a half on the bower, close to the beach, 
though in six fathoms water, kee})ing the cal>les constantly 
streaming wet at the hawse-holes, with scar-water, to prevent 
their fret^zing : the temperature of the water l)elug 44'^, tlioiigb 
the snow and hail lay frozen on the weather-side of the masts. 
Tlie link that broke, of the chain, was in the hawse exposed to 
a current of cold air through the hawse-hole. It certainly 
appeared defective, when examined next day ; hut as it had 
witl)st(HKl many a heavy strain, I attribute its parting to the 
action of the fmst, and would caution seamen to be on their 
guard when using chain cables in similar weather. The wind 
<n(u!eratrd, and the swell decreased tow%ards morning ; so we 
hecatnc again at ease with respect to the safety of the sliip, 
after a few hours of anxious suspnsc*, for we hail no hemp 
cables, and were close to the surf of tlic shore. 

^ioth, The wind drawing southward brouglit the vessers 
1 tradside to the swell, and prevented our getting (lie lK>atsout 
for some time, as she rolled heavily, and I would ru>t rieh their 
heing injured without absolute necessity. In the evening we 
ctv|)t for the end of the cluiin, weighed, and bent a stout luuv- 
SIT U) »t ; and next day hove up the shtx*t anclior, and moored 
afresh, at a greater distance from the land. 

^7th and S8th. Blowing a furious gale of wind. 

May S9th. The first tollable day ivi this place was em- 
plojed by the ofBeers in taking bearings and souiidmgs in the 
bay ; and by the ship^s company in w<x)ding and w^atering. 
Some wigwmm and the traces o{ gumnayes' hoofs were seen, 
but the land is high, and lieiilg thickly wwxled shut us out 

2 G 2 
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from the best guanaco country. I waiS not Wbtdil imahe 
height Mr. Banks ascended; but the broad r^ 
by Cook is still a good mark for the bay, if the inbeitd of the 
land does not show it sufficiently. The weather waa colder 
than we had yet found it, the wind being so in the soul I » 

quarter; there wwe very sharp frosts at night, and sitow lav 
de?ep, even close to the seji water-mark, 

‘‘ Jfay 30th. I was in hopes of finding a harbour bet weru 
C*ape San Diego and Cape San Vicente, or a little farther alouo 
the coast, wheix^ we might he able to fix the position of Cape S.<ii 
Diogo and tlie adjacent land ; for I did not like sending a bi;Hi 
along this coast, the tides being so very strong, ami the shon‘ m. 
rocky, without any inlets, where she could be secured at niplu 
(During Mr. Murray’s last trip, he was extremely fort ii 
having a fine interval; as the coast he passed would h:?v 
iK'eii impracticable for a boat in blowing weather. Hud tiu'jt 
last strong sotilherly gales begun lx‘fore he eame back, hi 
Mtuation would have been extn'mely critical.) Wet!ienloi\ 
stocKl into the .sttait, the wiiad being variable and liglu wit! 
us, though blowing strongly over the tops of the :m: 
striking the water nearest them in strong squalls. At luiif i 
mile from the laml there was little wind; but from that (h 
tance to the shoiv was tom up by williwaws. This stranjj; 
ap|Xttrance must have licen c^sed by the C4>1<1 air rushiiji; 
from the siiow-coveml hills and displacing the warnicr air ih :j 
the surface of the water. 

With tlie ebb tide and what flawjs of wind we t*ould c irli 
we stood to the .southward, to get some angles and Ixarip i;". 
and st?e more of the shore lietwmi Capt? Go<k 1 Success and Lhi 
bay. In the aftcrnwHi w^e had a steady wind from N.N Vv .: 
and having done what was necessary, to the southward, v 
turned, ;md anchored al^ter dark near the middle of the hav 

May 31. St. At daylight this morniiig, tve weigluxl and 
n!ade sail with a fresh northerly breesre. I irmteil to the wea- 
ther improving, as the gla.s9es were riding; but, indeed, m 
time was becoming ttx) diort to allow of a choice trf ilay:>. Wo 
Jw#rik.ed to the northward with the fiobdkcide, taking the 
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aDglesi a|^ anU at noon were close to Cape Sau 

^beife the flood^tide op|X)sed the north wind very 
strongly# and in addition to a heavy swell from the northward, 
made such an irregular high sea, as nearly caused the loss of 
our new boat, Aid would have damaged many a vessel* The 
weather became worse ; and as the sw^ell continued high from 
the northward, I was oldiged to stand to st»a, and carry a press 
of sail to keep off* the land, which by that time was too much 
obscured by haze and clouds to admit of our running liack* 
'^‘Juue 1st. Bad weather, wdtli )*ain nearly all day. At 
about twelve miles to the northward of Cape San Vicente, by 
estimation, we stexx! off* and on until in tlje latter part of the 
day wc got a breeze from soutli, to wliich sail w as made to 
close the laud about Cape San Vicente, 

‘‘ At noon, on the 2d, we w^n^e well in-sliore, and stood 
along the land, looking for a harbour. Seeing a promising 
place, we anchorcfd oft* it, in twenty-two fathoms water; and, 
as the night proved to l>e fine, rtnnained quiet in simKitli 
water, with the wind off* the land, and a regular tide sf‘tting 
past the ship. 

At daylight next morning, I w^ent to look at the ojxning, 
which, from tlie niaatliegd, seemed like a spacious hailxmr ; 
but I found it he so fallow an inlet, that at its entrance, 
just witliiu the head.s there was no more than one fathom of 
water. Nevertheless this cove must be the place which the Spa- 
Manls dignified with the name of Port San Policarjx). 

“ W e weighed and sailed along-shore, but the wind being 
want, and die tide against us, it was late before we could get 
into Sun Vicente Pay, where we anchoiTd in a line between 
that cape and Cape San Diego, but nearest to the former. In 
a cove at the head of this bay, Mr. Banks landed w lieu Cook 
wiife here. During the night we were tossed alxnit by a very 
heavy swell, opposing a atrimg tide; the wind bi4ng mixlerate, 
not enough to steady the veaseb . 

binding this nx^fig^June ^h), that the swell was too 
tgh to allow a boat to hii ]^ in safety, I gave up my 
intention of examining and hastened back to the Bay 
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of &ood Success, to complete wood and wateti and obtain 
rates for the chronometers, previously to leavir(g' tlie coast 
Wind and tide favoured us, and at noon we were moored in 
Good Success Bay. Swn afterwards I left the Beagle, in my 
Injat, M'ith a wwk\s j}rovisions, intending to try to land near 
Cape San Diego, and thence walk to the cape with the instru- 
ments; but I finmd a' cross swell in the strait, and a rocky 
shore without a place in wliich the boat could land : tlK)uoji 
1 risked kn^wkitjg* her to |>ieces by trying to land in tk.c 
only corner where there seemed to lie any chance. After this 
esaqje 1 tried farther on, without succeSvS ; by which time it 
became dark, and if I had not returned immediately, while iho 
cbl)-ti(le made, the flood w'ould have begun and oblige<l mo to 
lie at a grapnel, during a frosty night, in a strong lide-wjy. 
with the boafs crew wet through : I turned back, ther«?iV)!( . 
and pulled towards Success Baj', assiftted by the tide, hva 
the cockling sea it made lialf filhxl the lx)at more thiu. 
onct*, and w'C were thankful when again safely on l>ouv<l t.ii 
Beagle. 

Having, failed in this scheme for settling the latitmic 
Cape San Dicgf>, I thought of effecting it by Swinging tl?-; 
Beagle to an anchor in the strait, two or tl^roe miles to fU 
eastward of^'Gtxal Success Bay, nna tbcnce connecting tin 
Cap' to known }K>ints by triangulaticm ; the beads of this l).j\ 
and Ca\}e Gcxxl Success, quite correctly placed, serving as ih 
foundation. 

June 5(h, I obtained .some sights of the sun tjns njutniuo 
and ol)!,ervation$ at raxm, lK*sides beaiangs and angh^s to verity 
former ones. Ail hands were Imsy w<xxling and watering, pr 
paraton*' to returning to Monte Video. A large allxitross wa- 
shot by my coxswain, which measured nearly fourteen iV t 
across the wings. 

** 6th. Tlie fjiittw which coveretl the ground when wc wc iv 
first here w as quite and tlie weather ii'ot comparati'rI\ 

mild. The frost at ^ ^ 

night in England, 

The tide was lieing 
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inoaD* Jt; was high water at a quarter past fourj and the title 

rose sevdi frdi, 

o v^nmo(H:edy weighed, stood to the eastward and 

anchored with the stream anchor, and a large hawser, in fifty 
iUthoms water, about three miles from Success Bay- After 
taking the required angles and l)eariugs we weighed at eleven, 
and stood towards Cape San Diego with the first of the 
The tide being strong, we made rapid progress, and were sixni 
out of the strait; but wishing to see as much of the N.E. coast 
as possible, in our progress northward, w*c haule<l to the wind 
vAu\ kept near the land during the night, as tlie weather was 
fine and settled. 

Belbre leaving Good Success Bay and the Strait of Le 
Maire, I felt satisfied that we bad ac([uainte(l ourst Ives with 
the titles, which are as regular and as little to l>o dreaded as in 
any part of the world where they run with strength. Tliey 
will iiKiterially assist any vessel in her passage through the 
strait; which is very wide, jKTfa’tly free from obstacUs of any 
kind, and has GckkI Success Bay close at hand, in rase wind 
or tide should faiU When the tide op{K>s<‘s the wind and swell, 
there is always a heavy, and, for sjriall vessels, dangerous ‘race’ 
ofi’ ('npe Stm Diego, wb^ the water is more shoal limn else- 
where (/r), w»e found it ^ at a neap flcKxhtide, but let it he 
romtMiihcml that^on another day, at the top of th<‘ springs, 
king the day after full moon, we passed the scime >p>t, at 
1 vif floed, with the water perfectly sinoiUh, aiul althougli 
;>tidi)g eddies were seen in every dira:tiou, the vo<scrs steerage 
was but little affected by them. It is high wator in Success 
B-iy Mxm after four in the afternoon, on the full and change 
ilays, and low water exactly at ten in the morning. Tlie flo<Kl 
tidt stream biggins to make to tlie northwanl abotit an hour 
after low water, and the ebb, to the southward, bIkhU the same 
diiK> after high water. The tiiies rise frtaii aix to eight feet, 
perpendicularly. At Ca|ie Pillar the tom of tide, with high 
water, is at noon : but atid 8.E. coast the time 

(^) ^ivc! tathoins daring (he ta«t 

F. 
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gcaduMy increases to this coast* From Cape Sail the 
Hood tide sets north and west along tih« shore, from pne knot to 
three knots each hour, as far as twenty miles alongshore; and 
the ebb in a contrary direcdon, but not so strongly, except in 
San Vicente Bay. The flood in the Strait of ILe Maire runs 
about two knots in mid channel, more or les^s according to the 
wind, and the ebb about one knot an hour. Periiaps, at times, 
when a strong spring tide is retarded in its progress by a 
northerly wind, there wall be a dangerous overfall off' Cajx? 
San Diego, like the bores in some parts of thd world. > 

The soundings are tolerably regular, and may give 
of an approach to Staten Juand, or to the N. E. coast, and itu«v 
guide a ship to the fairway of the strait; but I should r,i)i 
place much confidence in them, near such a rocky coost nN 
that of Staten Land, 

(rood Success Bay is an excellent anchorage for ve.shoh, 
any size to stop in for wood or water; but it wouhi not 
answer if a vessel retjuired to lie steady for rt>pair, as a s\v\!) 
frequently rolls in. It is quite safe, yet, in the winter s( a>n ;. 
when easterly gjdcs are ctnnmon, no vessel should ajichfr m 
near the liead of tlie bay as she might in summer; for lie.u . 
rollers aX times (though rarely) set in* Fish we did not irv i 
get, not having spare time, and only a few birds weix* diot. 

On the 8tb, a very fine day with but little wind, wc vw. 
off the flat-topped hill, called the Table of Orozco ; and, (V<.) 
the mast-head, I had an extensive view of the adjaomt conntrv 
Alx>ut Success Bay and Bell Mount the land is high, hm 
north of Success Bay it slojies away towards Cape San Diegos 
which is a long, low, projecting point* Tlierax*, as far i*' i 
could see, the N.E. coast extended, low, excepting a few i?ij: 
here and there, and unbroken by inlets; the country no;tj n 
being a pleosiwit lfx>k]ng bill and dale laid, well woocKti muI 
quite fn^e from snow* I could distiu^isli a snow-(‘<*vrK<’ 
chain of tnountoina which mum have lain near Adtuitain 
S<mnd, the cxmntry on ihii side of thmii appeanng to hi a * 
aucceiision of hill lud vallig^f ^ ‘ 

/hflii rapped with snow, idthoui^ tldb was the depth of » 
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Smoke wae-iMijftt but ene place, about two miles tnlaod. In 
the evening we got a breeze off shore, and stood along the 
coast, the tooon shining brightly and tlie weatlier being fine. 

I kept rather close to the land, during the night, in order to be 
near the «»trancc of tihe supposed. St. Sebastian Channel in 
the morning* . 

“At midnight Cape Santa Inez was distant from us 
three or four miles, but thence we saw very little of the land, 
till three, near Cape Penas, aftth- which the weather became 
thick, -and the wind drew round to the N.E., which made 
me keep more off diore until daylight (9th), when we bore 
uj) and stood for the land. Having found C<qje Santa Inez 
ami Cape Penas correctly laid down on the chart we used, 

I ihought Cape St. Sebastian would not be far wiung, and 
we had taken .several observations during the early part of the 
night to correct our reckoning. Standing towards the' shore, 
we (piickly bhoaled our water, and found a ground swell 
increasing. Having made what 1 suppostxl to l)e Cape Sebas- 
tian, and seeing from the mast-liead a large opening to the 
northward of it similar to tlmt laid down in the chart, 
with low distant land yet farther northward corresponding 
to the shores of ‘ Bahia de Nombre de Jesus,’ I sUxxi on 
contirlently, thinking how well the chart of this coast h.ifl 
Ixcii laid down, and regardless of tire soundings decreasing 
!is 'se went on. Seeing, however, from the mast-head, what 
reined to be a tide-ripple, two or three miles distant, 1 called 
the boatswain, who liad been much among the tide-races on 
thi.s co.ast, to ask his opinion of it : but liefore he ojukl get 
I'P aloft to me, I saw that it was very low laud, almost level 
wtli the sea, and wbat I riMugbt the ripple, was the surf on 
tile oeaeh. Standing on a little farther vre bad but seven 
futh< ins watmr over a bottopi of dark muddy sand, with bits of 
black slate. At this time, the wrather had cleared enough to 
the land fifteen or twenty miles on each side, but nothing 
ike an opening appearing, on the ornitrtffy, e plain extending 
to the westward,^ w hmdizonUd as the sea, I baaled to the wind 
and stood akatgsbmw to the SJ^, to look for im inlet, fancying 
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Z had overshot the proper place; especially as the land con* 
tinUed flat, and unbroken, for many miles to the N- W,, while 
to the S.JS. it seemed hilly and irregular. 

Having ranged along shore seveml miles, yet still seeinjr 
from the mast-liead a continuation of the saim^ kind of coast- 
line, as fat as an eye could trace the surf on the beach, without 
any opening, we wore ship and stood to the northward, satis- 
fied that the St. Sebastian channel did not exist within many 
miles of the position laid down in the chart 

In the afternoon the weather l)ecame very thick, with 
rain, a fresii wind blowing right on shore, and the glasses 
falling; s(3 we carried sail to get off* the land and out of the 
shoal water, in which there was a heavy ground swell. /\t 
midnight we had obtained a good ofling.. 

• On the 10th, a fresh breeze from the N.E., alow gla-s 
and thick weather, with ^ constant rain, would havt ju 
vented my nearing the land again if I had lK*en disposed t > .iu 
so. Thougli reluctant to leave any jmrt of the (Hxist of 'rier»,i 
del Fuego unexplored, while I had ki eff'ective a vc^ cl, 
and idl with me in gootl health, I was bound to rerucnib i' 
our distance from the appointed midczvous; the state of {ni< 
pmvisions, of which we hati only three weeks left on lK)ani : 
and tlmt I was ordered to be at llio de Janeiro on the .^Oih 
of this month. I therefore decided to hasten to Tort Desiio. 
for the sake of the chronometer measurements; aiul iVv.;;i 
thence procec?d to Monte Video and Rio dc Janeiro. I hml 
previously matle uf) iiiy mind to carry the FiKgians, whom 
had with us, to England; trusting that the ultimate heiullN 
arising from their acquainUmce with our habiU and languai^v • 
would make up for tlie temporary separatiem from their ii 
country. But this decision was not contemplated wlieu 1 iii>' 
took them on board; I then only thought of detaining thu.i 
wliile we were on their coasts; yet afterwards iimlij^g* tlu* 
they were happy and in good healtii, I liegan to think ot tJj 
various advantages which might result to ami 
pmntj^m&nr ^ a* Engl.n - ^ 

there as for as practic^^ and (J u n 
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bringing them back to Tierra del Fuego, These ideaa were 
confirmed by finding tlxat the tribes of Fuegians, eastward of 
Christmas Sound, were hostile to York Minster s tribe, and 
diMt therefore we could not, in common hiimaoity, land them 
ill Nassau Bay or near the Strait of lie Maire. Neither could 
I put the boy ashore again, when once to the eastward of 
Nassau Bay, without risking his life ; hence I had only the 
alternative of beating to the westward, to land them in their 
()\Mi districts, which circumstances rendered impracticable, or 
that ()f taking them to England. In adopting the latter course 
I liicurred a deep responsibility, but was fully aware of what 
[ was undertaking. 

The Fuegians were much slower in learning English than 
I expected from their quickness in rniniickry, hut they under- 
stoivi clearly when we left the cimst that they would return to 
ihoir country at a future time, with iron, tools, clothes, and 
knowledge which they might spread among their countrymen, 
i'lioy helped the crew whenever rapiired ; were cKtretuely tnic* 
table and g(KKi-huinoured, even taking pains to walk properly, 
and get over the crouching |K)Sture of their countrymen. 

“ When w'e w^ere at anchor in (tcxkI Success Bay, they went 
adiore with me mon^ than once, and occasionally t<x)k an 
oar in the boat, without ap|>earing to harbour a tli^ught of 
^Hcape. 

T)uring the night of the 13th, w'e were near tlie land about 
eaBetn Bay; the wind, however, drew to the northward, and 
with a strong current setting to the S.E., drove us oft‘ again. 

The 14th was foggy ; clouds preventitvg any obse rvations, 
b It at three in the afternoon we made the land, a little north 
‘^f lh‘rt Desire, near what is called in the chart * Rivers Peak.' 
I he wind having hauled to the southward, and tlk? current 
^ettino northward, {>reventcd our approaching nearer to tlie ijort 
on that day. . 

At daylight on the 15tb^ we were agmu off Rivers Peak> 
notwithstanding our having carried a press of sail iii order to 
tnake southing during the night We were set twenty miles to 
^ te northward during thnt time; but a slant of wmd and 
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the turn of tide in our fitvour ourried us towards the enti^nce 
of the harbour, into which we worked, the tide of id>b having 
just ended; and we moored abreast of the ruins. My hrNt 
care was to look for traces of the Adventure or Adelaide, but 
} I found none. A bottle which I had deposited for the Adelaide, 
at our ' visit, by Captain King’s direction, was exactly 
J fh^ it, and the papers it contained were untouched. 
While in this port I got good observations, the weather being 
clear, thoiigb very cold. No guanacoes were shot, althongli 
many were seen, but 'numbers of sea-birds were brought on 
board.* A quince was given to me which was found in a 
place where the .Spanish colony had made a garden. \Vt: 
remarked that the tracks of the guanarroes on shore here wen.' 
not so large, by onc'-balf, as tho.He we had so lately s»>£it in 
Tierra del Fiiego. Having noticed the currents particnl.i.nv, 
in order to compare them wth what I observed former I v ami 
with the tide in the port; 1 can now say, decidedly, tliai the 
flood, tide comes from the southward, and that the ebb wts to 
the south-east. Nbrth of Port Desire, or from Port Dc in 
to Cape Blanco, the flood is much the stw>ngt>st, but 
Penguin Island the cld> is, 1 think, the strongest, m'tting uv 
or three knots an hour. It is high-w'ater and slack-water, ta 
Port Desire, at half-past twelve, on the days of lull ami 
change. The tides, if not attended to, would batfli- a sliiji 
much in making this port. 

“ On the 21st we sailwl, with a ftvsh breeze from the S. VV , 
and at nine a.m. on the 26th when about (Hie mile sont!i- 
ward of the alleged position of the Ariel rocks, and near th.' 
nominal longitude, I liaukd to tlie wind and ran semie distam .' 
on their parrdlel, Itxiking out for broken water. TIuto was ? 
very irregular and heavy swell, as much as would lx; raised ! 
a g^eef wind, but caused apparently by a carrent ; and win' 
waiting for the meridian altitude, before bearing up, haviiig 
run twenty miles <Mi the same paraUeI» a heavy swell rose mi 
liie quartrt*, whieh.struck our weatlier quarter boat, and tunwei 
, * Tbi; powder aad shot expeade# h«f* fVUcawd mesis of li'"'* 
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both iron davits. One of the 
davit«'of 1li6 lee4joat was also unshiiiped by the jerk, and the 
after-»jiifti't of the vessel wdl drenched with water. W e secured 
both boikts again, but the one to windward was badly stove. 
I’c«’ a inom^nt, I thought we had indeed found the* rocks, and 
the huge black back of a dead whale which just then shewed 
itself very near the vessel, much increased the sens^tibn.^^ I 
imagined that we were in a meeting of tides or currents ; where 
old trees, dead whales, &c. are often found, and have frequently 
caused reports of rocks ; for the water was not more shallow than 
we had found it during the day, the soundings having varied 
from forty^to fifty fathoms; so having obtained the meridional 
altitude we bore up, and steered our coux’se again. 

On the 26th >ve entered the Plata/and at one a.m, on the 
^2lt\h Lobos Island was seen, ami s(x>n afterwards the high 
land about Pan de Azutmr. We continued working to tlie 
westward, and at dayliglit were off Whale Point, but the wind 
fell light, arxd the current being against us, we lost during the 
day what liad been gaiiK'd in the night. At seven prsx: the 
iuvrent set so strongly out of the river that we were obliged 
to drop a keilge with a stout hawser, and ride by it, thmigli 
keeping all sail set and going Ixetween four xind five ktiots 
through the water. When the hawstn* bore a strain, the log was 
hove, and the current found to be setting more than five knots- 
'riiis was oft* Maldonado ; Lotos Ixearing N.N.E., distant four 
miles S(Jon after nine the sti^ani slacked, w e trifiped the kedgt? 
aiid w orked up tlie river, the wind being still westerly, but tto 
current havmg tunred in our favour. The U. S. frigate Hud- 
run passed, steering to the emstward : — she was the first sail 
wo had seen since leaving San Carlos de Childe, At daylight 
jnorning (28th), we were in right of Flores lighthouse, 
w^uch was iHfported to .to a vessel under sail. S<xm after which 
another vessel was reported as being under all studding sails ; 
this was the Mount itaetf ; so curiously were objects distorted 
by the ha«e. Soon noon we anctored off Monte Video, 
and from Captmn Tal]bq^ of Algerine, I heard of tto 

arrival tliere, and subsequent departure of the Adventure and 
the Adelaide. 5 



On the Sth of Ji4y we sai!^ ii*om Monte Video, tlu' 
18th made the high 1^ over the island of Santa Catalina, and 
aftei- dark anebcn^ In the bay* My object in calling thrn> 
was to continue the chroiiometric chain, between Tii^a do! 

and JUo de Janeiro, by as short intervals as possible ; 
ai]^ the so obtained proved to be very satisfactory* 

v^* in Monte video I tried to have the Fuegians var 

einati^, but the virus did not take any effect on them. Little 
Fuegif was living several days with an English family, who 
weit5 extremely kind to bejr ; and the others were on short? at 
different times j^fh me. No one noticed them ; being so vt i v 
like the Indians of the neighbourhood. 

The apparent astoniid^iuent and curiosity excited by wh.at 
they saw, eXtrs^rdiimry to them as the whole wene must lia.x 
been, were mhch less than I had anticipated ; yet their con 
duist was ^interesting, and fach day they became more < orn 
municative' . It was here that I first karned from them that 
they made a^p eating their enemies taken in vvar . Tlu: 

woxx^, tl^y explaindS to^me, eat th^ and the men ih 

legs; the if mik and head were always thrown into the sea. 

On tihejSSd we sailed from Santa Catalina; and on (hi 
SSd of Augdsi anchoreii in the harbour of Rio de Janeiro.^ 
Ifere the extracts from Captain Fitz Roy’s Journal end. 
The Adventure and the Beagle sailed U)gether ftmu Ri(» de 
Janeiro <m the 6th of August, having left the Adelaide a ; i 
tender to thefiag-ship, but n*iml>arkcd her officers and crew : 
and, after a most tt^iious passage, anchored in Plyinomh S(^nn.i 
on the 14th of Octolxr. Both vesfitds were soon afterwa rd 
paid off; the Beagle at Flyiuoutb, and the Adventur* r 
Woolwich. 
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A rS'r'^AirllC^-KEMABKS BA88AGE RoInd' PA^I 

II0RS'; 'A*1>''|^0^ 'TBAT THR^^Ajif TB'K 8TBAIT OF/l^AGAt- 
• HAKSS, OB - ^,. ;- 

Siiiss boun|M|iM ilie Atlantic to any of the ports Sn the 
advantageous to keep within one hundred 
miles ^ the coast of Eastern Patagt>nia,' Ss ifeU to avoid the 
heavy iea that is raised by the westerly gales, which prevaS to 
theeastrard, according to the distance 

from the land* to profit by the^;Vvariableni»s of the -wind 
wlien it is in westam board. Near the co^, from April 
to Septet»ljw» i^liep the sun has ; north deriination, tbewi|jd.s 
prevail ipotje frote thejW.N.Wr than ii-mn' 

other quarter. Eiisteirfy j^les^ nj^ odcui^ce, 

but even when th«y do tdOw* ditection bemg obliquely 
upn the coast, t do not cemidcr it sd all hazardous to keep 
the land on bcwwd.'^ In tht q| 1|K}^ aaBtSQp,fwben the sun has 
south decUniO^, the wip^ wiU ftom the southward 

of west, and Ii^uently J^ow hard t btt^^ the coa.st is a 


weather slmre* the^iea gOiaa down itnnnediateiy after the gale, 
this season, although the winds are generally against a 


ship’s ntaking quick ^ 
in one p>int 
or eight pointt,;^^ 
of the chahge?io a» 
Having on<» 


yet as they seldom remain fixed 
itly shift backward and forward six 
jft advantage may be taken 

* #dwthe const, 

slMnild be done to the 


southward of; t)eneficial to keep it 

topping on - “ ^ - * 


'Vith respe^,.:^..^, , 

♦bfterence of it* ' ■ 


t||^ i^t)rBnce of the Stndt o( 

^Mher to pass 
'tnudt 
i,; waieats thp. 
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yet I ^oiild very reliitctahtly ^ve *iip the' oppd^inity 
tiMt might oflVr of deariog the stmt, and theiefime of faeiiti; 
so mncb more to .ttrindwsrd* »With a Mwthedy would 

hot be advisabk td att^jpt j^br^ Irith 

tide, the ^ rups and dsep, jpd^^^ 

htjure a)^ endanger the safe^ of a,«i»tdl V;ihise{, and U) a large 
cme (h?<i«nuch dicnu^. weather it lwddId;W 

. > imprudent (unless the Western side tH the dlait can U- 
reached, where a ship might andicw), on ^ount of the tides 
setting over to the Stat«i Island *id©;' wfsbtey if it becomts 
advisable to anchor, it would neoessandy be iii v^yde^ wa((>r, 
and close to the haul. With a northerly wind the route seems 
not only practicable, but very advantageous, and it Would 
require smnc resolution to give upSerqrportUnitysomvitingly 
offered. I doubt whether northerly winds, unless they nn; 
very atlbng, Mow through the strait— if not, a ship is drifts! 
over to the eaiWmi shores, where, from the force of the tidos, 
must be quite unmanageable. 

Captain Fits Roy seems to think there is neidier diilicuitv 
Rorriak in paming the stmh. The only danger that dux 
exist, and that may be an imaginary one, is the failure of tin' 
wind. Ships passing duougb it frean the south, are uot su 
Sable to the failure of the south-westerly wind, unless it !)>■ 
Hgh^imd then a breeae will {nnlmbly be found from N.^V., ,it 
the northern «nd of the .strait. The anchorage in Good Sw ii - 
Bay, however, is at hand, should the wind or tide fail. 

In p^ng to leeward of Staten IsUnd, the tide rs v, 
which extends for acme distance off Cape St. Joim, .tt 
, N.E. end of the island, must be avoii^ : otherwise theiv c 'i ' 
no dangers. 

The anchorage under Niw yaw although ii i' 

a:'' wild one, the bottom- bad, 

- Offcrs'good from aqoffirnWt>wiB||^ bc‘ <»cto" 

X ^ advantage during the eS(i8t(Hicer?*f a gale fruw 

/ 'Which iaaw'inftvri«B«fafe i|r,-slthpa bonml roumi 
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W it veer to 

tlie sotitji^wrd of S.S,W., until she reiM^i^ the latitud^^ 
south, upon that tack^ bn whj^ most westing may 

ho iiiadbi ' In this patalM, howev^, the vrind is, thought to 
prevail hitob f«>*n the eeuitward than froin wy other quarter. 
Never having passed round Cape Horn in the sundSber season^ 

1 may not perhaps be justitied in opposing my opinKxq to that 
of other% yrhti, hnving tried both seasons, give the prefeieneb 
to the summer filths. The advantage of long days is «er- i 
tainly»very greqt, hut, from my experience of the winds and 
weather dufong / ftese op})ositc -seasons at Port Famine, I 
preferred the yintef passage, and in our subsequent cxpmiehce 
of it, fouiJd- no reason to alter my opinion. Easterly tmd 
northerly winds prevail in the winter oft' the cajx*, whilst 
southerly and we^erly winds are wnstaut during the summer 
moiith.s; and not only are the winds more favourable in the 
v.-iiitcT, but they are moderate in comparisou to the fury of the 
sumniw gales. » 

Having passed the meridian of Cape Pillar, it will yet Ixi- 
advisable to take every opportunity of making westing in pre- 
ference to northing until the meridian of 83^ or 84” Ire reached, 
which will enable a ship to stea* through the North-westerly 
winds tliat firevail between th^? parallels of 50 ' and 54”. (See 
Hall’s South America, AppeuiMx.) 

With respect to the uti]ityj!A4be barometer as an indicator 
of the weather tliat is exp«ieneed off’ Cajw Horn, I do not 
think it can be (tonindeised «q unfailing a guide as it is in the 
lower or middle latitudes. Captam Fita-Roy, however, lias 
a better ophpmi of the4ndi^tmn8 sliewu by this valuable 
invtmment : ttiy option is, ^t ultbough the rise or faU at times 
pretedes the chiu|^ yet |t frequently accompanies it. 
IXie followmg the barometer, 

a»d of the wl' evgiK^ may be iwt without 

its use.^ . v,-:- .-Va. -/ait;- , 

full >nooo, wUch^ oeciu^ (X^), we had 

tibia toiAward. ihkd' 

, vot,!' ■ 



mn^wai'd, f^u^Dg K to 
^-56. On the day of itiiil in^on the coldtan t^, iusid «« had 
a beautiful morning, durmg which the.hj^ moun^ns c^. Staten 
Island were quite unclouded, as ww idw tjh*^ < 3 f ^T^ra del 
Fuego, At noon, however, a fresh gale from the S.^lir, set in, 
and enveloped the land with a dense inist. No sooner had the 
wind chang'd, than the mereuiy tpse to 8^-95, hut fell again 
the next inoming ; and ^vith the descent the wind veered round 
to N.W., and blew etnmgly with thick clourfy wealfeher and 
rain, which continued until tlie following noon, when tlic wimi 
veered to S. W., the barometer at 29’54, having sUghtly risen , 
but after the change it fell, and continued to descend graduall v 
unto midnight, when we had a fresh gale from W.S.IV, 
When this wind set in, the mercury ix«e, and continued t(. 
rise, as the wind veered without decreasing in strcngili to 
S.S.W., until it reached 29’95, when it fell again and tlu 
weather moderated, but without any change of wind. T/ui ia;; 
the descent of the mercury, the sl^ with us was dull ami m( i 
ciKft, wrtlj squalls of wind and rain, but on shore it .‘ieeinod i i 
be very fine sunshiny weather. 

The column now fell to 89‘83, and during its de.scouf tii 
weather remained the same, dull and showery; but as soon ;< 
the mercury became statwiiary, a fn»h breeze set in from 
southward, with fine weather. 

After this to new moon the weather was very unsittidl 
the wind veering lietween South and W.S.W.; the ban>m,M 
rising as it veerwl to the former, and falling as it bcx'ani;' mor 
westerly ; but on no occasion did it precede the changi'. 

The megu height of the iiarometer ia about ^-5. 

The mercury stands lowest with N.W* winds, aiwl fiigm^ 
with S.E. , , 

With the wind at N.W. or northerly the qjercury is !.»' . 
if it falls to 29 iiicb(«! or SSt'80, a S.'jV* *1®? be exjxvii >!i 
but it will not cvwnmence until tlie colunin lt|ut ceased to tic 

Itifrcquetft^ howei^, &U« yr|th^t follo'veii !>> 

In :|bfv'roonj|i-,jcrf";if^ ''f 
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which was foUowed by cold weather, in which the tliermometer 
r,t<XKl at 12^. , 

The tbllowiiig Table shews the mean temperature and pres- 
sure as registered at the Observatory at Port Famine in the 
Strait. 
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2^>*40 

March . . 
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April .... 
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29*57 

May ... 

3.5:» 

2930 
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20*2H 

July ... 


2<)‘57 

August ... ...... 

.... 1 

29*2^ 


The difficulties that present theiTJ.scives to Navigators in 
[Kissing round Cupe Horn, as well from adverse winds as the 
seven' gales and heavysea to which tlieyare e\ix)sed,arc fo great, 
that tlu* Strait of Magailiaens has naturaily lx*en tookal to as 
a route by which they may \k* avtwdcd. Hitherto no chart has 
existed in which much confidence could ho piacetl ; hut In the 
prts-'uf, survey, the navigation through it, indept^ndtnt of wiiu! 

' ui weather, has Ixien rendered much easier; since a eonxet 
(ineation ot its shores, mid plans of the anchorages, have 
l>een made; and in the prvxieding pages, sufficient descri]itions 
of them have been given to assure the navigator of his plat e, 
mid onnish him with advdee aslo his proc^eedinge. The local 
< idtculties therefore bav^ been removed ; but there remain mucli 
nuR-e serious ones, which X should not recommend a large, or 
even any but a. very active fast*sailing square-rigged 

to encounter, unleiBs detenlion be not an objtx^t of im- 
f>ortance, , 

tniw" “ vessel bi«ns<l.airough the Strait, the 

^ jj 
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In tiic eastern ^trancb this winds will fretjwently favoiir ;i 
ship’s arrival oft* the First Narrow ; where, if selects a good 
anchorage on the bank which bouiuls the northern side of tlii> 
ch.-tnne], slie may await an opportunity of passing tltrough 
First jSaiTow and of reaching Gregory Bay ; where also a <ioh\ 
may safely Ix' made for the purpose of j)assi«g the Second Nar 
row and arriving at the neighl)ourhood of Cape Negro ; at w{u\ 
place the difficulties and dangers of the eastern entrance ci^ise. 

The dangxTs Ixing cart fully placed on the chart, and i»o\t 
sufficiently dcsorihed, nothing need l)e rej)eated here>; attl 
indwd much must be left to the judgment and discretion ci 
the navigator. 

The tides answer Ik'sI for vessels entering the Strait at ihf* 
period of full and change of the nif>on, since tlicre aix uvm 
westerly tides in the day. In the winter season, if the mornin-; 
tide Ik' not sufficient to carry a vesse l through tlie First Na; 
row, she may return to Possession Bay, select ait ant*!r*r;tot , 
and Ik? secim^d again before night ; (^r, in the summer, if 
has passed tlie Narrow, and has been enabled to anch<-i I 
thetide, there will be suffideat daylight for her to proce*-(l s. ; ! 
the follow ing tide to Gregory Bay, or at least to a safe ae 
chorageoff the peaked hilloc'ks on the north shore. 

I have twice attemptC'd to pass the First Narrow , iei ' 
Irvii obliged to return to the anchorage* in Po^^cssion Bay *, an l 
twice? I have {wssctl iJtrough it against a strong bnv/e bit^A 
ing directly through, by aid of the tide;^ which run^, iu i! 
narrower parts., at the rate of ten or twelve miles an h". 
When tlie tide and wind opjx;scHl to each othtT, tin! u ^ 
very dttrp and heavy, imd brt?aks high over the devks; ' 
therefore advisable to clt)f5e reef, or lower the topsidls on t! ' 
cap^ and drift through; for the tide, if at the springs 
generally be sufficient to carry a ship to an andioragv. n 
though, not always to one where it would lx* safe to 
niglit. On this? account, it would 1>e prudent to winnr, 
for, alUiough the liolding ground is exceixJingly gexxh y 
, fi^rt wight, or ilt#t towards, or throng the ^ 

4a>fcld hajpjx^n willmui 
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In tho aijchorage in Guc^gory Bay, attention must 

be paid to the tide> which continues to run to the eastward in 
the Second Naitow, three hours after it has commenced setting 
to the S.W. at the anchorage. 

With a leading wind through the Second Narrow, a slop 
Avill easily reach an anchorage off Laredo Bay, but, if the tide 
fjiils up^m emerging from it, she should seek for a lierth in the 
bay to the north of ElizalK'tli Island, as near to the island as 
p()ssible, but to the westward of its N.E. end, to be out of tlie 
iurtiicnce of the tide. The depth of water, however, will Ik* the 
best guide. 

Directions for passing round the south side of ElizalKth 
Islaod iu*e given elsewhere ; and as this part ofh rs some dangers, 
tln> chart and the description should Ik: carc^fully referred lo. 

’rhe only advice that seems wanting, {<> improve the 
rliiTclions for the coast from this to Port Famine, is, with a 
s Milh-wcsterly wind, to keep close to the weather s]u>re, in 
<{r()er to benelit f)y the flaws down tlie valleys ; ])ut tliis must 
b(' done with caution, in consccpience of the scpiaUs off tlie high 
himl, the violence of which cannot bo well iniagincd by a ix-r- 
>ou anaceiistoined to theuh 

Of the anchorages between Port Famine and Ca|H* Fro 
ward, the only convenient one for a ship is St. Nicholas Bay, to 
whiclb if defmtcd in {mssing round the Ca)x*, sht* had better 
•vtmij; for it is easy ^ reach as well as to leave, and ex> 
Momely convenient for stopping at, to await an opjK>rtunity of 
proceeding, 

Froui Cape Froward to the westw^ard, unless favoured by 
a fair wind, it is necessary to persevere and take atlvantagc of 
e*orv opportunity of advancing step by step, Therc aa^ 
scvcrul anchorages tliat a ship^ may take up, such as Snug 
ojf Woods Bay, near Cape Ck)ventry, in Fortm*ue Bay, 
Llizalx:th Bay, and York Boads, To the westward, in Cro<>ked 
Beach, the anchoiages are not so gfK>d, an^ excepting Borja 
Bay , none seem to offer niui^h oimveuience. ^Borja Bay, bow- 
< ver, is well calcqlatedt to Mipply the deficiency, altlmugh for a 
'square-rigged ves$el spine difficulty in reaching it/ 
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Long Reach is both long aoid narrow^ aitd ill supplied wi^h 
anchorages far a ship; such as they are, S\vallow Harbour 
Playa Parda> Marian Gove, and Half Port Bay, seem to 
the Ix^st. In tJiick weather, although the channel is verv 
narrow^ yet one side is scarcely visible from the other, atiil 
the only advantage it has over other ports of the strait is tlio 
smootlmess of the water. In Sea Reach there is a heavy 
rolling swell, with a short and deep sea, which renders it vcvm 
difficult to beat to windward. 

Tamar Harbour, Valentine Harbour, Tuesday Cove, ;u*u 
the llarlKiur of Mercy, are the liest anchorages ; and the liiur 
is particularly convenient to occupy, while awaiting an opjx.j . 
tunity of sailing out of the strait. 

In the entrance, the sexi runs vciy^ lieavy and irre^uLirlv 
during and after a gale; so that a ship should not leavi h r 
anchorage in tlie Harlxinr of Mercy, without a fair ot ,, 
leading wind to get her qnickh through it. 

For small vessels, particularly if they Ik* forcvatid-ai’i f 
numy, if not all of the local difficulties vanish; aut? iah; 
which a ship dare not or cannot approach, may be enters! v i?!, 
safety, .Tivd anchorage easily obtained by them. A liui 
ship will }>erhaps lx better off in entering and leaving i' 
Strait where there is open space and frequently a heavy 
hilt for the navigation of the Strait, a small vessel has vmi 
siderahly the advantage. She has alw> the opportunU; r! 
jKissing through the Cockbum Channel should the wiml h: 
north-we.sterly, which will very much reduce the leii^rth ^ * 
tlx jKissage into the i*acific. 

One very great axlvantage to be derived from the pos^;ig^ 
through the Strait is, the oppcwtunity of obtaining as niia h 
wood and Water as can be required, without the least <hHi( uify 
and another Wnefit is, that by hauling the mnm dnrin^! 
the sinmner months, from January to May, at tlieiuoutl? >'• 
the river or alon|f the beaches in Fort Pwmne, at the 
quarter AockI, a plentiful supply of fish may he obtain J 
BxMlejnt fish are also caught at the andborage with the hen 
at early iii the morning or late ia 
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i veiiing; may also be obtaini^ witli the seine at any 

other place whare there are rivere. Freshwater Bay and Port 
(iallant are equally productive, (hi the outer coast of 
Tien'a del Fiiego an excellent fish may be; caught in the 

kelp. , 

'Phe advantage which a ship will derive from passing 
through the Strait, from the J'acific to the Atlantic is very 
,>roat ; and it ought to be great to induce the s^oaman to en- 
tangle his ship with th<; land when fmr winds and an open 
sea ar§ before him. After passing through the Strait, tlie 
prevailing winds being westerly, .and more I'requetJtly from 
the northward than from the .soxithward <xf w<*st, they are fair 
Tor his running up the coast ; or if not, the ship) is not liahle 
to receive much injury from the sea, which is couiparativily 
sinootix ; whereas, to a ship jRissing round the lioiTi, if the 
* wind Ire north-west she must g<» to tire eastward ('i the F.rlk- 
iaiid Islands, and bo expo.stal to strong gales and a luuvy 
heani sea, and hug the wind hr make her nei thiug. 'J'o a 
small vesstd the advantage is incalculable ; hrr, besides filling 
her iiold with wood and water, she i» eiralrlcd to cscajK* the 
severe weather that so arnstantly reigns in the higher latitudes 
of the South Atlantic Ocean. 

Coming from the northw'ard, it will Ire lulvisabie to keep an 
until the western entrance of the Strait is well under tin- 
ice. to ;rvoid being thrown upon the cr>ast t<r the nortliwiird of 
I'ictory, which is rugged and inhospitable, and, fonning 
as it were a breakwater to tire deep rolling swell of the wvan, 
is for some miles off fringed ‘by a enrss hollow sea ahmrst 
amounting to breakers. 

'Phe land of Cape Victory is high and rugged, ami much 
hrokeii, and if the weather be not very thick, w ill Ik* avn 
l«ig before the Evangelists, which are not visible alarve the 
horizrrn, from a ship’s decki for more than four or live leagues.* 
Pass to the southward of, them, and steer for Cape Pillar, 

kroro the Adventara's deck^tlio cyo being ttrirteen feet ahove the 
"atcr, (hoy wer« seen On tbe hurfaow at the dictaiUM ot fourteen miles. 
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whidi makes Uke a high r lii weather dte not pass 
too near to the cape, for the eumjnt sametinies sets out, arul 
round the cape to the isoiithward ; but with a strong wind, 
get under the lee of it as soon as you please, and steer alonir 
tlio shore. In the night it will be advisable to keep close to 
the land, of the south shore ; and if a patent log be used, 
w hich no ship should be uSthont, your d6tance will be cor^ 
rectly known. The course along-shore, by compass, is E. if S. , 
and if the weather be hazy, by keeping sight of the souili 
shore, there will Ix^ no difficulty in proceeding with safety. 

The Adventure entered the Stnilt on thelstof April, 
at sunset; and after passing within half a mile of the islit> 
off the Harlicjur of Mercy, steered E. | S. magnetic, , 
dose-reefed topsails, braced by, the weather l)eing so stju 
and thick tluit the land was frequently concealed from us ; 
but bcnng (XTasioiially seen, the water being (piite 
and the course steadily steered, with the patent log to m irl 
the distance run, we procmled without the least uivm\ . 
although the night was dark, and the squalls of wind and nri- 
ficvpiciH and violent. When abreast of Cape Tamar, tli;i 
projection was clearly distinguished, as was also iUo land .>! 
Ca[x‘ Provideua-, wliidi served to cheek the distance » 
by the patent log ; but liotb gmng the same results, prow 
that we hml not subjected to anycumut; whereas t!) 

aci omU. by th<? ship s log was very Touch in error, in eo.-^ 
cjiicnce of tlie violence of the .sqqalls aiul the Jong intervals 
light winds, which rendeml it im|KBiable to keep a ( orr i 
account of the dktance. At daybreak we were between ( < 1 * 
Monday mid the Gulf of Xaultegua; and at eight 
we wc’f*e abreast of Playa Parda, in which, after a calm d.<v. 
the ship was ancboml. 

In the summer season there ia no occasion to anchor .ji»v 
where, ur>h?ss the weather lie very tcttqxstuous, for the niglu 
are slitori, and hardly dark enough to require it, unless as 
firccauUonary measure, or for tlie purpewsr of procuring 

the bcftit place for wluch iJJ Port Famine? wb i* 
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tjic l>eadi«R RFC strewed with abuiKlan<x? of logs of well^season- 
vd wood, which is very sujierior to the green wo<xl that must 
(Otherwise be used* 

iSot withstanding that the Adventure experienced no current 
in the western part of the Strait, there is generally a set to the 
eastward, which is more or less felt according to circumstances. 
The direction ^and strength of tlie currents are caused by the 
duration of the gales. 

The chart will he a sufficient guide for vessels bound 
through from the w'estward os far as Laredo Bay ; after which 
a lew directions will be necessary. The land hero should be 
kept close on board, to avoid the IWf off the south-west end 

Santa Magdalena. Being abreast of it, l)ear aw ay, keeping 
thu N.E. extremity of Elizalx^th Island on tlie starboard bow, 
until you sc^e Santa Marta in one with, or a little to the 
southward of, the south trend of the Second Narrow (Caj>e 
St. Vincent), w^hich is leading mark for the fair channel until 
YOU the spit of shoal soundings, which extends across 
to Santa Magdalena. There are ulst> shoal Sf)unding8 towards 
the south-west end of Elizabeth' Island; at half a mile off xye 
had five fathoms, — Caf)e St. Vincent Ixjing then the hrea<Uh 
f»f Santa Marta open to the northward of that idand. KiJcjv 
ing the caj)e just in sight to the northward of Santa Marta, 
skK r aw and j)a8s round the low N.E. extremity of Elizabeth 
Isl iud, off which arc several tide eddie.s. The tide hero sc^ts 
u ross the channel. 

Now steer for the Second Narrow, keeping Cape Gregory, 
whi<‘h wiU be just discernible as the low projecting extreme of 
the north side of the Second Narrow, on the starboard lx)w, 
until you are three niiles past Santa Marta ; the course may 
\hvi\ he directed for the cape, ojiening it gradually on the 
larlward bow as you approach it, to avoid the shoal that 
extends off it. 

If you anchor in Greg^>ry Bay, which is advisable, in order to 
luive the whole of the tide running through the First Nar- 
row, haul up and keep Ai a mile and a half from the shortv When 
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the north extremitv of the teidy land of the Cape is in aline wifi, 
the west extreme of the high tatole-Iand, you lirill be near tin* 
anchorage ; then shorten sail, and when the green telope begins n* 
open, you will have fourteen fathom^: you may then anchru 
or keep away to the and elmose a convenient dep^h. 

taking care not to apptlM^ the shore, so as to bring Cap 
Gregory to the southwiii^ of S. by W.-JW. (by compass). 
The best l>erth is with the Cape bearing S.S.W. 

Hence to the First Narrow, the course by coiiipa.^s i. 
due N.E. by E.^ The land at the entrance being low. will 
not at first be perceived ; but, steering oii, you will first 
some hummocky land, making like islands. These are lullv 
on the eastern, or Fiiegian side of the Narrow. Soon at«j 
wards, a flat, low sand-hill will be sctm to the northv. (j 
and this is at the S.W. extremity of Point Barranea Oj: 
approaching tlie narrow, at four miles off, keep a cliffy hca 
four or five miles within the east side of the narrow, osv .i <,1 
the tnmd of Point Barranca, by which, you will avoid r), 
shoal that extends off* tlie latter jxnnt. You should iiov . u 
into less deptli than six fathoms. At most times of the i d 
there are long lines and patches of strong ripplings, thior-o,, 
which you must jmss. The slumi is easily distinguislu d h\ 
the kelp. 

When the channel through the narrow' hears In coiup;.- 
N. by E.JK., steer through it ; and that, ora N.N.K. uiir < 
will carrj' you tlirough. On each side, the bank e>d(?e<is • 
for some distance ; but by keeping in mid-channel, there is v 
danger until the cliffy coast 1 k» past, when rei^fs c.vtcuil » ■ 
either shore for .some distance, particularly off Cape 0:‘:\>vr 
The NaV.E. course must b^^ kept until the fKak of ( »f 
Orange l)eai^ south, and the northern I>irei*tion Hill W.S.W . 
or W. by S*rJS* by cxnnpass. Then steer E.N.E. for i p 
Possession, taking care wot to approtich tiX) wear to the h.m v 

♦ if frrtiu the Stsfctond Narrow, N.fi.jE. w’ill l>© the cominnss t t i i ‘ 
but t shoukl rtx'oaum^nd a ship to haul up to the northward until .iPi ' 
of Cape Bre^ory, ami then to »teer »» above. 



ADVICIC FOft mALL VKSSiGLb* 475 

off Cape Orange, or to that on the north side of Possession 
Bav, for which the chart must be consulted. 

For a small vessel, the passage through the strait, from 
west to east, is not only easy, but strongly to be recommended 
as the best and safest route. I think the passage 

Avould be quite as expeditious, aii|^;perhaps much safor, to 
eater the Gulf of Trinidad, and pass down the Conception 
Strait, the Sarmiento or St- Estevan Channels, and Smyth 
Channel, and enter the Strait at Cape Tamar. In these chan- 
«« Is northerly winds prevail, and there is no want of conve- 
nient and well-sheltered anchorages for the night, many of 
which have already been mentioned, and mul til udes of others, 
|k:i haps much better ones, might be found. 
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©54 03 47 70 25 31 

054 16 28 70 13 46 

54 06 50 70 23 01 

54 19 00 70 15 21 

64 20 20 69 19 01 

54 15 08 69 32 3» 

54 06 35 70 48 01 

63 45 00 70 33 46 

63 42 10 70 41 01 

®53 54 1' } 


53 54 03 70 6J 51 

63 46 06 70 58 2O 

63 47 00 70 66 03 23 30 J ® s 

534925 7JOP3^ 

63 60 % 71 00 6 ® 

53 60 38 71 03 19 ® 






^ T A B L E ll,f—co>UiRmd. 463 



Kamcof ; 




Troa, 

Jj 



Latittide 

Lmgttude 




1 ■ 

u 

^ Place, 

PATticular Spot. 

.South. 

East. 

u. w. 

at 

P.atC, 

)fF}(KKl. 
mil ftisG 
>f Tide, 

1 

Cape Froward.,, 

Summitiif the Morro. 

O / // 

53 53 43 

0 / u 

71 H 31 

0 / 

H. M. 

1 0 

N. E. 

: c: 

( rt 

i « 

Cape Hollaiid*.. 

S. pc^nt of Wood Bay; 

53 48 33 

7* 35 4* 




0 

1 

Boiiipiinville \ 
Sugar I.oaf J 

Siiromit of Peak 

63 57 8‘A 

71 ‘M »3 

1 



0 

Cascade Harb... 

Small rock in Harbour 

003 57 48 

71 27 46 

24 18 



!U 

1 2 

Coidea Bay 

Outcr-pohitWest side 

53 4*2 55 

71 63 08 




I' 

Bell Bay 

N.W.pt. Bradley Cove 

3.53 53 »5 

71 47 >6 




1 ^ 



.S3 50 20 

71 5» 41 




1 




i 

i ''i. 

Cape Gallant ... 


063 42k n 

71 so ot 

24 35 


1 

! 




1 

1 "u 
c 

e 

fort Gallant ... 

Wigwam Point 

053 41 43 

C.71 f>8 57 

24 04 

9 3 

> or bftj 

1 j3 

i 0 

Charles Island 

Wallis Mark 

53 43 57 

72 02 00 




! ji 

H.upert Island... 


00 

7‘i o3 00 




1 p 






i 

, ^ 

'j 

Monmouth Isl^ 

Summit of largest island 

53 39 4U 

72 on 39 




A 

2 

1 Point Elizabeth 

Passage Point Reef ... 

1 53 37 

72 08 41 

i 


1 


2 


Extremity 


1 


i 


! « 



c-oo 0-* oij 1 

1 



i 

1 . 

2 

Bachelor Iliver. 




oG 

' 1 45 

i 

1 

Pm 

S? 


53 3.3 

C * 17 n 
7^ 16 41 


i 

6 

i 

Jerome Channel 

1 

Cape C.^oss-tide 

T'l Morrion/or 
j St. David Head 

/Bluff extremity, or/ 
\ W. point of entrance j 

53 3t 00 

72 20 41 

72 22 \6 

72 28 31 

i 

i 

!_ 

1 

x: 

5 

o 

Extremity 

' 53 33 ^3 

• 53 33 ‘i<> 

1 

1 

i 

I At Be 
1 i 50 

irja Bay. 

5 feet 


J Extremity. .............. 

1 

( 



o 

U 

! 

iCiipe Quod.,..., 

Extremity 

- 53 321 to 

72 29 41 

j - 



1 »' 


1 




Snowy Sound ... 

Centre of OlJoa lalanc 

1 53 31 30 

72 3t) 13 

1 



f' 

Cape Notch 

Extremity 

. 00 

►to Ar \\ 




CC 








fsi 

PlayaPardaCovc 

' Anchorage.............. 

. 53 18 30 

72 56 00 


1 a 


feo 




p 

Half.port Bay... 
Cape Monday.., 

: Centre. * 

• 053 »» 36 

. 53 <>9 

C. 73 14 57 

73 18 l6 




1 

Ei^remtty..;. 




ll 

K 

St, Anne Island 

Centte. * 

• 53 0® 3c 

1 53 04 03 

73 12 46 

73 32 16 

— — 




1 Cape Upright ... 

1 

1 Sj^j^mityiNort^trenc 



V ' ■ 

] 


" coniinvffi^ , 



a«^eii Channel. ] Sea Reach’ 


TABi#E 





Name of 


" ■ ’‘■Ai’ 

’’ '■*' - ' 


Tid*. 



tadtttiki V 
South., 

tonsituda 

Variat. 

ISaSt 


Direction 

Wace. 

•' Particular Spot. 

F.AC 

of Flood, 
and 

of 'ndt>. 

Cape Provideiic< 

— 

0 / M 

59 00 

‘■"t ' " 
73 31 bo 

0 / 

23 22 

a. M. 


Cape Tainar. *. 

Observat^ Tamar Bay 

®6* 65 06 

■ 

C. 73 44 02 

23 24 

8 5 

5 feet 

— 

Extremity of Cape . ... 

69 55 30 

73 44 98 



Eastwd. 

Beaufort Bay... 

Cape Phillip ... 

Stragglers, Southernin*’ 

Sboll Bav 

5 * 4 B 08 

A A nc 

73 48 00 

C.73 48 20 

73 63 00 




Summit over the Cape 

Sq 44 «o 

41 



Cape Parker . ... 

Point Felix 

Station near it.......... 

©52 4 » 49 

©62 &6i 3 * 

C. 74 07 10 




Station on its East side 






Extremity 

62 56 00 

74 09 00 




Valentine Ilarb. 

Mount (see Plan) 

62 65 00 

74 15 00 


2 0 


Cape Cuevas.... 

Cape Cortado ... 

Westminst. IlalJi 

Extremity 

© 62.63 *9 

52 49 37 

52 37 18 i 

74 17 30 

74 22 56 

74 20 26 



1 

Extremity 

23 40 



Eastern summit 


! 

Observation Mt.| 

_ 

052 28 58 

C. 74 32 18 

25 09 

-3 0 

i 

Harb^. of Mercy 

i 

1 

Observation Islet 

©52 44 57 

C. 74 35 3 i 

23 48 

(1 47 
or 

[0 55. 

4 feet ■ 

1 

1 i 

Cape Pillar . 

Evtrpinlty 

52 42 63 

C. 74 37 41 
74 39 31 


1 0 

1 j 






I 

f 

t 

Cape Victory ... 

Evangelists, or 
Islesof Direction 

Extremity 

@52 16 10 

C* 74 50 56 

75 02 56 



i 

/ Sugar Loaf to South'l 

1 Eastward .j 

Pinnacle on summit ... 

Extremity ............... 

62 24 18 

64 06 a 8 

54 06 60 

64 10 40 


1 i 

1 

i 

i 

! 

i 

! 

Viiriablt'l 

i 

Vernal..... 

70 57 40 

705326' 

70 56 00 

Anxious Point. 


1 


MoutitBoquercii 

piunfU'le - 








1 

1 

Summit pf Jane Island 

54 >9 *0 

70 57,36 


I 




64 24 08 

64 «4 

710406 

C 7 » 06 68 




^arp*u g Cov€.,i 


! 

24 57 

i 


i^. t,. 

|i||i;8ar}htenuVk 

ii.r..p^(6aoofe«t} 

■ €- -s . . ; 

.■«4 ; ‘»7 i 

, ; iv *% 9 > 






T A B L£ lh->^c^niiiimd* -485 





Name of ^ 

. 



Tins. j 



I4ititude 

Lc^tude 

Variat. 


Dli^loa 

oflW. 

and Rise 
•f Tide. 

1 

Waoe. 

Particular Spot. 

Souxb. 

East. 

at 

F.&C. 

■ 1 

King Island . ... 

Provirse Islands. 

Summit S. 

0 i u 

0 / H 

7» J3 .‘6 

71 20 57 

71 15 00 

0 / 

If. >u 

Westp^ 

S or 8*ft. 


Station 

54 13 

54 19 00 



1 

Park Bay 

Beach on isthnsus 

24 ob 

0 30 < 

5 or 7 ft. 

o 

0 

Bayne ‘Islands... 

rCove at the N.end oH 
\ South-east island../ 

54 iS 15 

71 35 50 





Kliza Bay 

Centre 






-V ' 

' ! 

Kirkc Rocks ... 

Body 

54 *7 45 

64 30 

71 37 00 

71 4» 30 










Enderby Island . 

Centre 


71 53 31 







* 




Mount Skyring . 

Summit (3000 feet) ... 

64 ‘^4 44 

72 07 40 

1 




Tom Harbour... 

Cove near it 


C. 72 02 07 
72 02 31 






i 



North Cove . ..4 

Fur)' Harbour... 

Entrance ............... 

054 24 27 1 

54 % 

C. 72 14 61 

1 72 14 30 



K 

0 

Wctsit point 

1 ! 

1 f 


A 



i 


0 

1 

West Furies . ... 

Body 

54 34 30 

i ' 

1 72 17 00 

j 1 


"S 

i East Furies 

1 

Body 

i 1 

j 54 «« 00 ; 

1 72 08 CH) ^ 

1 :■ 

; • i 



Cape .Schomberg 

Summit over cxtrcmity| 54 36 43 

! ■, i 

i 72 02 40 : 

i 



ji’iipe Kein})e ... 



1 72 2G 46 ' 

1 ; 








1 Copper Kettle.. 
{Bynoe Island ... 

Morctnier Island 

Summit 

54 '33 50 : 

54 <9 3'> 

54 18 Vi 

j. 1 Qo 

1 72 21 41 : 

72 00 00 



— 

Centre 

i 

1 




i 

72 lb 00 

72 ib 51 

72 i6 00 

72 11 5» 

C, 7 2 n 21 





Hewett Bay. ... 

Brown Bay...... 

South point 

'14. 0 

0 30 

6 or 7 ft. 
Southw. 


Ancliontge.-... 




C ' 
1 

Bell Mount 

Suminit 





s 

1 

North Anchor^i 


64 09 25 

24 12 



0) 

Bedford Bay. ... 

Field Bay 

Entrance 

'Ll oc !<; 

72 i8 31 



7 or 8 ft. 
Southw. 

pp 

Point Caimeroas ...... 

6S ob 

72 16 31 




Cayctano! Peak .i 

.Somniit 

53 63 04 

72 06 00 





Shag Narrow. ... 

Ndsith end :.j 

53 5J 24 1 

72 iO 31 


0 0* 








. ■ ■, ■ ■ ■ * ^ I . I ■ * « ■ 

• The to ^et ta th$ Soutlmard «t Noon, at Full and Cluinge. 

aontinvfd, • 



4^86 TABLE 


J 


Name of , 

, 

• 


.. Tioif. 1 

4 ) 

k 

:V'* 


Latitude 

South. 

Longitude 

We«t. 

VarUt, 

Ea«t. 

H. W. 

F. & C, 

Direction i 

1 

Place. 

Particular Spot. 

of FUmkI.i 
and Rise' 
Of Tide. 


Dighton Bay ... 

Point JEavira .... 

Cape Edgeworth 

T.ntihide Beach 

o t u 

©63 4 B 40 

53 49 

47 03 

0 t // 
^2 09 36 

72 00 1 1 

0 / 

H. M. 

i 

I 

|i 

Extremity ............... 



1 

S a 

«s 


7a 05 16 



I 







1 

t 

Baclielor Peak . 

Three Island Bay 

Real Cove 

Northernmost ......... 

63 »9 30 

53 23 30 

53 24 3 ^ 

70 16 46 

• 72 ao 20 

72 23 55 

72 23 20 

C. 72 28 55 
7a af) 00 




IS®' 

iig 

Centre 




' ^ jC 

pu 

Clentre 

1 



1 

Cutter Cove . ... 

False Corona ... 




4 

! 

1.51 

■r} 3 
: G 3 

Smallest islet ... , , , 

r:\ fio 0 \ Ai\ 



1 

.1-^ (fj 





1 


Bennett Island . 


©53 »3 H 

72 i(i 46 





Fanny Bay ...... 

f Gidley islet at S. en-\ 
\ trance..., 

53 00 

72 08 30 


.6 0 


iJ 

f ^ 

1^' 

Point Martin ... 


©53 07 00 

C. 72 00 51 
71 58 00 

53 53 

6 



Inglefield Island 

North point T-t-*.*..- 

r.'y.'to oa 20 

c. 71 52 27 

7* 49 30 

•13 56 

4 0 


1 I 

0 


W/UU *'' 

1 

j 


Shell- note Point 

Extremity 

052 51 34 

52 49 45 

71 29 60 

71 22 10 

1 

1 




Point Hall .... 

Extremity ............... 


4 0 

N.W. 






J’S> 

Donkin Cove ... 

Spot marked on Plan . 

©52 46 30 

C. 71 21 36 
71 19 66 

1 

23 40 



.iH 

Wigwam Cove . 

Do. 

©62 39 30 

C. 7» 25 20 
71 24 10 

23 34 

1 1 "KMf. ; 
\ until 

u 30 

! 

I to * 

Euston opening 

Dynevor Castle . 

i 

i 

C^enfre .....r.-*. 

52 62 40 

62 34 30 

7a 18 00 

72 28 40 




5-i2 

Siiminit 




35^ 



1 






TABLE IH. 


; THE WESTERN COAST, AND INTEUIOR SOUNDS, 

T&OU 

THE STRAIT OP MAGALHAENS TO THE NORTH EXTREMITY OF THE 
GULF OF PENAS. 


J 

i 

u 

Name of 

I.atitude 

South. 

Longitude 

W«t. 

Place. 

, ■* 

Particular Spot. 




0 1 ti 

0 / II 


FairwTiy Isles ... 

; 

43 ^G 

73 44 % 


Deep Harbdtir.. 

South point of entrance 

0 G ‘2 41 

73 44 40 




k^5‘2 34 16 

73 42 4 G 



Larch Island. 

(vG^ 25 311 

73 43 25 




52 23 50 

73 40 15 


1 Summer Isles ... 

1 

Summit of larger island 

52 20 25 

73 39 20 


Fortune Bay ... 

Rivulet 

52 i.:. iB 

73 4 ' 25 

s 

a 

j Point Palmer... 

Extremity 

52 13 3B 

73 3 « 40 


1 

} Isthmus Bay ... 

i 

Centre 

52 10 30 

73 

/) 



j 


1 

; Welcome Bay... 

Entrance of Cove 

52 oj.) 15 

1 73 43 03 


Tide. 


IL W. 
at 

F. & C, 


Direction 
of Flood, 
anrl Utse| 
of Tide 


23 ‘AO 


o 30 p or 7 ft 


J j Mount Tiafalgor 


Point St. Julian | Extremity 
Island Bay 

Hamper Bay ... 
UoekyCove. ... 

jCapc Cheer 

{Narrow Creek... 




Is 

IwJ 




23 40 0 50 


ij 40 


[7 or 8 ft | 


f 7 or B ft. 

1 iFlotwl 

0 rfi ( m; 1.« to the 
North- ' 
^ward.i 


of port 

Anchor^c... 
N.W, point 
SuiQinit 


- 

..ji 


Point West... 
Cape Kendall 
Relief Hart>our 
Escape Bay, 
Mount Trigo . 


Summit 

Extremity 

. Extremity 

. Roek on West side. ... 
AiM^orage*. 

Submit ...... ..4... «... 


52 00 50 j 

73 45 4 ‘> j 

G* 59 05 1 

73 40 ; 

5 * 54 i 

i 

73 53 15 ! 

0Gi r»o 04 j 

j 

j 

74 *'5 I 

4 ‘ 35 1 

74 IG 

051 47 22 

74 00 3 *^ 

Gi 4B io 

74 21 00 

Gi 31 45 

74 ‘M 57 

1 

5 » 27 iG 

1 

74 oh 20 

051 2S 27 

74 07 00 

51 22 00 

74 12 00 

r,t 15 04 

74 12 00 

51 06 to 

74 iC> 40 


2.4 OJ) 


24 40 


Northw 





488 TABLE lUi-cotliM. 


o 

., y 

Name of 


■■ 



i 



hfttitucis 

Lqn^ltuilt 

Wert. 

v«*»t 


i 

1 

Place. 

Particular Spot. 

South. ■ 

Surtt 

H. W. 
at 

Vyie C 

of Tide, 

1 

Rejoice Harbou 

r North point of entrance 

O 1 // 

5* oa la 

0/ i // 

74" 00 

0 1 

H» M 


1 

Anchor 

North point of entrance 

60 65 00 

74 1^ 40 




8 

1 

Latitude Cove 

- 

060 50 54 

74 16 00 




Guia Narrow 

North extremity in> 
mid chaimel... ...... ( 

60 43 00 

74 23 10 


2-8 

Soiuhw. 


BonUuca Island 

Centre. 














j Puerto Bueno... 

N. pt. of SchoonerCove 

050 6fl 36 

74 07 10 

21 00 

1 4o| 

PIrKMl sets 
to Ou' 


1 ! 

Blannhn Passacrel Entrance 

51 13 40 

73 59 00 


1. 

South, 



i 




§ 

Port San Mateo 









'*,5 0'^ 





O 

o 

Cape St. Vincent 

Northern trend 

5» .so 00 

73 58 35 




c 

.S? 

Point BaithsEar 

Extremity 

51 3« 06 

51 4^ 05 

73 58 65 




:i 

(^pe San Bar- \ 
tholomew... j 






J 0 0 ^ * 0 





StainesPcninsul. 

IsthmuR 

51 40 35 

73 37 





Cape Flamstead 

Hock off the Extremity 

5' 46 38 

73 48 00 





Shingle Road a . 

Anchorage 

/il 'll W 

7*1 4.2 20 






0* 0* U*' 

/ 0 ‘ r *. 





PoiiuMaskelyne 

\ ■ 

Extremity 

61 56 00 

72 42 20 


1 



fo n * o' ' 


1 

•d 

Brinkley Island 

Penas dc Altura 

Summit 

51 58 46 

52 06 05 

52 04 10 

73 39 10 

73 36 55 

07 ao 


i 

§ 



1 

! 

fit 

.2 

*5 

Crate/ Cove. 





Stony Bay ...... 

West point .. 

05^P 06 03 

73 »3 58 


! 

1 

1 

1 




' ! 


1 

!■ 

Cape Ano Nuevo 

North Extremity 

62 07 30 

73 «7 40 





Mount Burney 

Centre ppiklf ............ 

*12 10 4^ 

73 22 00 






xt* 




f 

•t: 

Ancon Sin Sa- f 
“““ 1 

Summit oflaige island 1 
opposite to Cape > 

^ Eanutst 

52 la 20 

73 *3 




1 i 

Cape Earaesf... 

Extremity'. 

62 10 62 

73 H 3^^ 




03 1 





I 

u 

o 

•c 

Lecwaid Bay 

Islets witian anchoiife 

6® n 00 

73 to 80 




M* 

Whale Boat Bay 


^62 06 3® 

73 03 36 




- - 

Ipttordi/.^'‘ 

l^xtaremity 

52 04 38; 

3 03 » 

M -’-: ' . . 

'.:.V,73 ^ 

7?3 6P 60 ; 





Re^i ... 

^ - 

-I''.. ' .< 








Gulf of Trinidad. I ^ . C .'.'epglon Strait. I Interior Sounds- I Co»|«i 


TABLE IIL — coftiimed. 


Particular Spot. 


I Canal of thel 

I Mouutains / 
Last Hope Inlet 


Focus Island ... 

Summit (centre) 

Obstruction S<*. 

Bottom 

- { 

S. E. bight, or the 1 
nearest part to Sky- v 
ring Water 3 

Point San Juan 

S.W. Extremity 

Guard Bay...... 

Anchorage... 

Innocent Island 

Summit at North End 

'lapering Point 

Extremity 

Point Hocio 1 
de Cayman J 

- 

Walker Bay 

Beadt 

Moiyiieux < 

Sound 1 

1 

Rock to N. of Point 1 | 
Michael / 

Portland Bay 

1 

Centre ofisland front- *1 
ing the anchorage J 

Expectation Bay 

! Anchorage 

Tom Bay 

! Beach near anchorage 

Open Bay 

! Summit of Island off... 

Pt. BrazoAncho 

! Extremity 

Red Bill Island 

Summit , 

Windwai*d Bay 

Beach 

- 1 

DoublcPeakMt. 

’ * 

EaatetnPeak 

CatbedralMount 

Summit 

i^eesham Bay 

Bepeh. 

Easter Peak ... 

Siimmit 

PortHcnty.M.M 

Olnemtixri . 


Latitude 

South. 

Lon^tude Variat, 

Weitt. £att. 

Tib*, ^|, 

H.W. \l 
at '< 
F.ao<lC.li 

Erection 

If Flood, 
ind Rise 
>fTJde. 

o / 

0 / // 0 / 

M. 


©ga o6 i6 

72 68 00 . 


. 

061 .53 to 

C .72 53 16 



51 34 00 

73 23 00 



5> -»5 38 

73 09 48 



63 23 

72 44 16 



5U a,Q 00 

72 53 36 




72 29 40 



60 3Q 52 

* 74 29 38 



50 .34 to 

C .74 32 57 



50 31 56 

^4 43 00 



60 98 55 

74 38 30 



50 24 30 

74 48 36 



60 21 16 

74 .|8 00 j 



050 16 48 

74 44 45 j 



j 

50 14 42 

74 38 48 ! 



50 25 08 

74 13 15 j 



50 n 00 

74 41 30 1 

1 



50 07 00 

74 31 00 ! 

t I 


1 

50 o3 35 

74 37 26 


1 

060 05 30 

74 44 15 ^ 



60 03 12 

74 38 00 



49 67 35 

74 36 00 



49 46 03 

74 40 50 



049 63 64 

C .74 66 57 


' 

50 00 15 

76 09 35 



©50 00 tO 

C .75 *6 11 20 50 

Noon. 

S feet 


490 


TABLE l\l*---continned* 


u 

] 

1 

Place, 

•d 

es 

."2 

‘S 

Seal Rocks 


Cape Tres J 

Wm 

e 


0 

Cape Primero... 


Mount Corso ... 

c 

1 

Smail-craftUighf 

1 

c 

0) 

Sandy liny f 

1 

.’2 

, 

\r% ^ ! 

0 Si* 

Siiumare/. Island 

Fury Cove 

Falcon Inlet ... 

1 fc. X 

w Wj 

UottomoftheSd. 

*—— ! 

t 

j 

i 

Pocky Bight ... 

Level Bay 

1 

1 

English Narrow 


— 

“3 

Halt Bay 

Iceberg Sound 

c 

c 

c9 


X! 

;; 
u 1 

WhiteKelpCove 

’71 

Middle Island... 

< ^ ! 
i ! 

Waterfall Bay... 


Particular Spot. 



East Point.. 


North end , . . 


j Station Itock, on the 1 
N.side of entrance J 


Island Harbour West point 

Millar Island South eitreme 

^ f Miliar’s Monument,! I 
\ North extreme ... / 

Campana Island Summit at Southend... 

Cape liomaH ... Extremitf 

Avamau Island Suoimlt oh the laiigeit 

I Wi^lnimd ..d Easternmost point . ... 

’ d- ( fibipposett posHionof) 

^ m Wjger^s wreck j 


0 / // 
49 54 4 B 


49 50 04 

49 45 oa 

50 01 00 
50 45 25 
49 32 18 

©49 31 46 
49 28 »5 
4B 56 50 
49 35 35 
49 07 35 
49 o 5 00 
48 55 30 
©48 53 50 
048 39 2.3 
48 47 00 
048 30 45 
48 a? 35 
48 17 00 
48 o6‘ 33 
48 03 30 
47 65 12 
47 45 JO 
47 44 37 
47 34 
47 41 95 

#7 39 40 


1 J 5 |W.S.\V. 


H jv. 

^ at of tliKxij 
F.&C.^id Rise! 
of Tide. ! 

0 / // 0 < H. M. I 

75 14 03 j 


75 J 9 30 
75 32 07 . 30 58 

73 28 55 

74 37 00 

74 13 JO 
74 03 30 
74 00 00 
73 51 30 

73 40 00 

74 JO 40 
7^ 11 30 

74 13 20 13 .to 

74 J 3 38 
74 J 3 JO 

74 11 30 
74 10 10 
74 J 5 35 
74 20 50 
74 23 00 
74 38 38 
74 35 30 
74 4 J 50 
74 37 30 
74 53 45 
74 # 30 

74 55 dfl5 

75 t'fS 39 i 


i 12 30 S.S.K. 


12 o.'Noithw.! 

iN.bywJ 



491 


TABLE UL^ontimeA* 



Name of . 




Tioa. 

1, 


1 

Latitude 

Lontfitude 

W^est, 

Variat. 

H. VV, 1 Direidiorv 

at 'of l^lood, 

F. & C. and Rise 
lofTUU*. 

I* 

Place. 

Particular Spot. 

South, 


1 

Speedwell Bay 

North beach 

0 / // 
047 40 17 

0 / 11 

C.75 08 34 

75 10 10 

0 1 

H. 

1 

* 1 

•S 




1 

J3 

Handle Pass ... 

South end ..A 

47 45 30 

75 05 45 



{ 

i s 

1 (U 

Islet, tlie most ') 
Northern of> 
the group...) 

Summit .................. 


TC t.i HL 



j 

; S 

I '3 


4/ o” 

/O *4 *0 




1 “ 

Oood Harbour 

Isthmus atlhc bottom 

47 4.5 00 

75 20 50 




j 

Byron Island ... 

Most western point ... 

47 44 50 I 

75 24 32 




' 

Clianners J 

Mouth 1 

Body of rocks off thel 
•South entrance ...J 

47 30 20 j 

74 33 20 

• 



1 

1 

1 

- { 

Hazard Isles, centre 1 
and wefsternrnost J 

47 20 30 

74 24 50 



» 


— 

E. side of fiorthern islet 

GH7 28 5(> 

€.74 24 13 



* 

1 

— 

Bottom of east arm ... 

47 35 

73 5:3 52 




1 

1 

— 

Bottom of south arm... 

47 46 10 

74 09 20 



. 

1 

; 

Xavinr Island... 

Ignacio Bay (beach).,. 

0.J7 10 2(1 

C. 74 25 49 

19 50 



1 

I ./ 


XavierBay( Lyndsey 

47 05 00 

74 16 -to 




I 

1 Pj 

f 

i Jesuit Sound < 

North point of enO 
trance, or head of > 
False Harbour J 

47 07 »5 

1 *74 12 30 




1 ^ 

i 

: Kelly Harbour. 

North point of entrance 

! 58 fy\ 

1 C. 74 05 41 





Ciriijano Islet... 

San Tadeo River 

North-east point ...... 

Sand Hills on East 1 
j side of entrance ... ) 

] 

45 51 15 j 74 -ii 50 

46* 47 40 ! 74 15 50 

1 


iidof 

'(Head oi 
•St, Quin- 
jtin Gulf.) 
6 feet. 


Purcell Island... 

Summit- 

46 55 30 



L 


1 

/“f oy o*> 





Isthmus 

PflTjtre -.f-.-T 

46 50 20 








<4 4 * .30 





j Pcf t Otway 

Observatory 

046 49 31 

C. 75 *9 00 

20 32 

n 37 

G feet. 

f 


1 


Sucrar Loaf 

Summit 

46 42 40 

46 36 56 






Dome of St. Paul* . — . 

i 

75 » 3 20 





1 Pt. Mittbnd Rees Rvtrciinitv 

46' 43 08 

7Si 40 55 




IS c 


f ^ 




i a o 

ZP. 
'S s 

Cap6Raper.,.«.. 

CapcTresMontei 


46 48 uo 

■46 58 57 

75 39 35 

75 27 30 





Bynoe Island .. 

Entrance of Folios Ch 

47 57 55 

75 43 46 





1 f 

1 

Nortii^nQost point .. 

,.^48 01 00 

75 29 t5 







m 
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1 . 

II 

III 

o 2 


^.1 

oc! 

I *-f o, 
I a icI 

S|; 

jO| 


Name of 

tadtjide 

Soud». 

tongitade 

West. 

Variat 

East 

Tiojf. 

M.W. 

at 

r.&c. 

Dlit^eion 
of yiood, 
and 

of Tide, 

FIacc. 

pAiticukr Spot. 

[hara 


0 i // 

0 t ii 

0 / 

H. M. 


Port Santa Par- 

Obsemtion Inlet 

048 Oi 15 

C.75 ^9 

ig 10 

H 45 

3 t 04 feet 

Dupdee Hock... 

Summit 

48 06' 16 

75 



at Neaps 

Cape Dyer ...... 

Extremity 

48 06 65 

76 34 35 




Sifters., 

Centre pe?*k 

a8 ^*7 ao 





Pamlld Peak... 

Summit 

04 •fv 

48 45 40 

/O 

*75 «9 35 




Cape Montoguc 

* "■ 1 

49 07 20 

75 33 ‘40 

< 



April Peak 

— 

60 10 6‘2 

75 17 35 



( 

Cape Santiago... 

— 

60 42 02 

75 24 00 



! 

i 

Cape Sta. Lucia 

1 

.61 30 00 

75 00 



1 

Cape Isabel...... 

— 

■ 

1 

t 

t ® 

75 09 30 






TABLE iV. 

OUTER, OR SEA COAST. OF TIBRRA DEL PUEOO. 


In order to adapt the longitudes of the places mentioned in this Table to the rneridiana of Port 
Famine and St Martin Cove, at Cape Horn, the following corrections* have been made to Cap- 
tain Fitz- Hoy's Chronometiical results, vu ; — 

Townshend Harbour \ ro' ii'S 

Stewart Harbour 

Doris Cove j' have been placed 

March Harbour 
Good Success Bay J 

By Captain Fitz- Roy's observations St. Martin Cove would be in long. 67° 31' 18'', which is 
•2* 15'' to the Westward of the mean of upwards of thirty chronometrical results from Montevideo. 
The difference has, therefore, been equally divided between North Cove and St. Martin Cove ; 
the longitude of the latter being taken at 67° 29' 03'^ and of Port Famine at 70® 54'. 


to the Eastward of Captain Fitz-Iloy*s cliro- 
nometrical deductions. 


1 

b 

U 

« Name of 

Latitude 

South. 

Loncitude 

West. 


Tidb. 

Vamt. 

East. 

H.W. 

at 

F* A 

■)Irection 
»f FRxkI, 
tnd Rise 

If Tide. 

Place. 

Particular Spot. 




0 / /J 

0 / ;/ 


H. M. 



Dislocation liar. 

Near the projecting pt 

05‘i G4 13 

C‘74 33 03 

23 53 

1 40 

4 


Week Islands. 

.Saturday Harbour 

53 1 

■' 74 U 36 

24 0 

3 0 

4 


Latitude Bay 

West point of entrance 

®53 >8 40 

C. 74 12 6 

23 5^> 

2 5 

4 


Deepwater Snd. 


®f.3 34 GO 

c. 73 34 46 





Laura Basin ... 

North point 

054 06 58 

c. 73 15 20 


1 0 

4 


Noir Roads ... 

Penguin Point 

54 J5 

7*2 56 00 

24 JO 

2 3f> 

4 

0 

Cape Noir 

Extremity ^ 

54 30 00 

73 01 30 

35 00 



ri 

t ^ 

Tower Rock ... 

South Easternmost ... 

54 37 05 

72 jt) 00 




-0 

C'apc Gloucester 

Summit 

5-4 30 00 

73 01 30 





Fury Harbour 

Island in the entrance 

54 aft 00 

72 14 00 

1 

! 24 30 

3 30 

4 

i 0 

! Isabella Sound 


054 13 00 


! 

j 



i 1 

1 0 

' North Cove ... 


^54 ^4 -26 

C.72 14 48 

! 

1 24 30 

! 2 30 

4 

! 

1 D 

1 

j Mount Skyring* 

Summit 

M -4 44 

72 07 ^0 




t 

St. Paul ......... 

South-east Peak ...***. 

J.8 

^ 1 sJi ‘"iCi 




t 

TovvnshendHar.i 

Islet on N. ude ofHarb. 

v't s5y 

064 4^ 15 

t * O'* O’-' 

c. 71 51 49 

24 34 

1 30 

4 


CapeCastlereaghj 

Extremity 

64 6^ 40 

71 25 00 





Stewart Harbourj 

E.8ide of Shelter Island 

064 54 24 

71 05 

24 14 

2 50 

4 


Doris Cove 

East Point entumce.** 

0 64 58 46 

71 05 h5 

34 16 

^ 3 0 

4 


Cape Alikhoollp 

'^ExMWtgr 

85 U 55 

70 47 eo 



* 



York Mister.,*, 

8uni0iti.* 

A6 24 30 

70 01 60 



‘ 


* Ap^fwlia 0 tli4 ssccctd attcratlom are F. 
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Name of 

Latitude 
South. . 

Longitude 

West. 

Variat. 

Ko&t. 

Tiok. 

u w iDin>rti4t)! 

Place. 

Particular ;Spat. 

at 

F. ds C. 

of Flood, 
and rj iso 
of Tule. 



0 / H 

0 / ti 

0 / 

H. >f. 


March Harbour 

Entrance of tlie Basin 

055 aa 35 

69 6S 67 

34 4 

3 10 

4 

Adventtiiu Cove 

Rocky Pt.N. end of Beach 

@65 

60,50 00 

24 40 

3 *0 

4 








Henderson 1<*. 


©55 35 46 

, 




- 


@55 35 54 

J 68 58 00 

(Mount! 

ieaufdy.) 


Orange Day 

Middle of Bay 

365 30 50 

C. 68 00 43 

23 56 

3 30 

4 

j St, Martin Cove 

Head of the Gove 

@65 61 19 

C. 67 20 03 

1 




Ca})e Horn 

Summit 

@55 60 41 

^^7 '0 53 



I 

Lennox Harbour 

|Point atN.end of Beach 

@55 17 04 

66 44 03 

23 40 

4 40 

1 

8 1 

Evouts Island. . i 

1 Centre 

1 

i 55 33 00 j 

66 40 03 



j 

Diego Ramirez 

S.or BoatLland, summit 

1 i 

2<> 35 

68 36 ao 

24 0 



- 

Northernmost Rock...! 

56 ^ia ^5 

68 36 45 



' 

Barnevelt Islds. 

1 

Centre * 

i 

055 48 54 

66 39 48 


i 


Spaniard Harb.i 

1 

Point Kinnaifd j 

64 57 o& 

65 42 54 



j 

Good Success Bay 1 

S. side, near Sandy Beach; 

@54 48 oa 

C. 65 09 iB * 

23 43 

4 15' 

■' I 

Cape San Diego 

Extremity .......j 

54 40 35 

i 

65 01 53 

i 

i 1 

i 

1 

1 


TABLE V. 


COAST OF CHILE. 


1 

Nara^: of 

Latitude 

Soath. 

Lonj^'tude 

Vajiat, 1 
Fast, j 

Coast 

Place. 

Particular Spot. 

VV'^eal. 


S*"Carlo*i.Cbil 5 c 

TaJt^bniini^ 

Siindy Point 

0 ! M 

@41 61 34 

@ 3 ^ 4 J 58 

@33 . 0 * 58 

0 33 87 39 

A' ''V'- 
; •, 

0 / 0 

C. 73 50 »5 

C. 78 08 OS 

C.71 iJtJ* 

C, 78 46 04 

« / 
»8 33 

16 47 

16 »8 

17 «s 

0 

Port Galyoa: 

r 

i 

A 

VhiparaifO .*?.•• • 
4 ^ 

Juiiii'Feh^rndez 

■ 

Cecro Alegre... 

/Fort Sail Juan, in^I 
|\ Ctt^iberland Bay.../ 




11 w ■ 

at iiisr; 

F-Ait'V of T'kIc'. i 




TABLE 


OF 

OBSERVED OR ESTIMATED HEIGHTS OP MOUNTAINS 

AND 

PARTICULAR PARTS OF THE SEA COAST. 


Ang. denotes the height to have been ascertained by Angular Measurement; 
Bar. by Barometer *, and Est. by Estimation. 


NORTH ATLANTIC OCEAN. 

CAPE VERD ISLANDS. 

VEET. 


i'cak at the N.W. end of San Antonio yoHii Aug, 

Pico Antonio, on St. Jago 47^5 Ang. 

PIcoofFuego 8815 Ang. 


SOUTH ATLANTIC OCEAN. 


COAST OF BRAZIL 

(Vucovado, at Rio de Janeiro 23;'/) Bar. 5 Obs. 

Sugar Loaf, do 1275 Ang. 

Ciibiitoa, ut Santos (Telegraph House) - . 250a Bur. 5 Obs. 

( ity of San Paulo (Base of the Cathedial) 2444 Bar. iG Ohs. 

EAST COAST OF PATAGONIA. 

Cliffy Coast, near Port St. J u&u 300 to 330 Est, 

Mount Entrance ( Siinta Crn7<) Ang, 

Cape Fai)rvi»e&her and the Cliffs to the Northward Eet. 

Cape Virgins aud the CUffi to the Northward 300 Est. 



STR^JTf Ot* MAOAtHAENfS. 


Cape Possession * 

Table Mountain behind Cape Gregory .. 

Point Santa Anna (Port Famine) .v* 

Mount St. Philip ^lo. 

Mount Gravesi North Summit (Dawson Island) ........ 

Do. South do. do. 

Lomas Range, the highest part over Fort San Antonio .. 

Mount Tarn (Peak at the N, E. end) . . 

Mount Buckland, Gabriel Guumol* • • • • 

Mount Boqueroii (entrant Magdalen Channel) ...... 

Mount Sarmiento (bottom of do. ) 

Pyramid Hill ( do. do. ) 

Cape Froward (Land behind the Morro) 

Cape Holland* 

Mount Pond a 

Mount Cro.ss, Port Gallant 

Average height of the landjicar Sea Reach 


VKET. 

300 Est. 


1500 to aooo E»t. 

104 

A»g. 

1308 

Ang. 

13J5 

Ang. 

1498 

Ang. 

2963 

Ang. 

/ 260a 

Bar. 4 Obs. 

1^852 

Ang. 

4000 

Ert. 

3000 

Est 

{)8oo 

Aiig. 

2500 

Ang. 

2500 

Est. 

1800 

Est. 

2500 

Est. 

f 2290 

Bar. 

\ 2204 

Ang. 3 OIh. 

1000 to 2500 Est. 


OUTER COAST OF TIEURA DEL FUEGO. 


Kater Peak, on llermitc Island i74‘^ 4 Ob>;. 

Bell Mount, near Strait le Maire 4^00 Est.* 

Noir Island boo Est. 


SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN. 


WESTERN COAST OF PATAGONIA. 


Mount Burney Ang. 

Cape Three PoinU • • 2000 Est. 

Mountain within Kelly Sound: Ang. 


Sugar Loaf (Marine lalanda, in Holloway Sound).. .. .. .. 183b Ang* 

Dome of St Paul (/ ^io.- do. ).^ v ** «* Ang. 

Higheatpeife uf Juan Fernandea (The Tungue, or AdVil) Anjg. 





m ■ 

M A G N E T I C O BSE R ;f A T I O N S, 

MSOUSSXD HY 

MAJOR SABINE, 


L Observations of the 2>y>. 

Captahin Pitz-Roy was furnt5?hed With two Dip Ciirclcs, one by 
Oanibey, ami -the other by Dolloncl; latter supplied by Govern- 
ment, aiui Gambey^s purchased by hipiself. 

Gambey*s, being found to give results move accordant with 
eacli other than,Pollond's, w^as used at all the stations<> estcept Rio 
de Janeiro. The Circle was nine and a-half inches in diameter, 
and was furnished with two needles. This instrument was, in all 
respects, a very sujwior one. It was placed for observation on a 
stand, which raised it from two to three feet above the ground. 
The needle was observed in eight positions, and as the readings 
accorded siifliciently well with each other, their arithmetical mean, 
has been taken as tlie dip resulting from the observation. The 
eight positions were as follows : 1, with the graduated face of the 
circle towards the east; 2, with the same towards the w^est. The 
needle was then taken out and replaced with the ends ot the axle 
changed, so that each end rested pn a different plane to what it 
(1 h 1 before; it was then obseryed. 3, with the face of the circle 
towards the west, and 4, with the same to tlie cast. The poles 
were then inverted, so that the of the needle which was before 
a north pole became a south |wle, and the four positions were tigain 
repeated. The arc indicated: by l«Jth erids of the needle was read 
in every position : an ,pbaerVation of the dip consisted, conse- 
quently, of sixteen read^vk lit the subjoined tabular record these 
are comp£li^d in entriea, a mean being taken of the arc read 
at the twp cxtremit^a of tlte needle, and of the positionsrl and 
3, 2 and 4 : 1 and 3 form the column, a ; 2 and 4 the column, a'; 
and the same pC!jn^n9, w^ reversed, the columns 

a" anda^.,: 

VOL* J. S K 



I^Iagnktic Dip. 


4 ^ MAGHJtWC, MP. 




MAOKEtrt: tiJf- 


499 



{c</iUinwif) 



50 ^ 


MAGNBTro aljp./ 




]MAGNKTIC UiP. 





^ . 



2 

25 

iO • 

50 

»o 




© 

03 

t'. 


O 





00 
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© 

50 

S 

© 

50 
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■ ■ ^ . ' ".i . 

The? method eihpldyeil by Captain Piu-RoJ to determine the 
variations of tlie magnetic force was that of hoting the time, of 
vibration of a magnetic Cylinder suspended horizontally. 

The cylinder was one .which liad been given by M. Hansteen^ 
in 1836, to Captain Phillip Parker King, R.N., and had been used 
by him during the survey of the coast of South America, which he 
conducted from 1826 to 1830. The apparatus in whicl^it was 
vibrated, both in Captain Kipg’^ ai^ Captain Fitz-Roy’s voyages, 
was the well-known one^of AJ. Hansteen. 

By observations made with tins cylinder on the 22d March 
1826, and again on the 24!th January 1830, in the garden of the 
Royal Observatory at Greenwich, it appeared that its time of 
performing 300 vibrations ha<l increased from 734,45 seconds in 
1826, to 775,80 seconds in 1831 ; or 41,35 seconds in 1,770 days. 
A change of such magnitude in the magnetic intensity of tlie 
instrument employed to measure the variations of the terrestrial 
intensity, and which ought itself^ therefore, to be invariable, would, 
in the generality of cases. Have prevented any satisfactory conclu- 
sion whatsoever being drawn from the observations. B’ortiinately 
from the nature of the duties in which Captain King was 
engaged, he had occasion to return frequently to the same 
anchorages, and by his extreme care to repeat observations on every 
such return, he has provided a means of computing the decrease of 
the intensity of the cylinder, proportioned to intervals of time, 
between 1826 and 1831 ; and of thus introducing compensations 
for it, which render the results on the whole nearly as satisfactory 
as if the cylinder had preserved an uniform magnetic condition 
throiighouU 

The voyage which Captain Fitz-Roy had to perform promised 
to furnish few, if any, such opportunities of exaininmg tfee «tete 
of the magnetism of the cylinder, between tlje depa^^f^ from and 
the r^ujpn to England ; and,— as it cannot but be extrenlejy dis- 
to officers to make observations 

to may jprdve uhavaii^ insfrttlncnt 

^ must’; be’- credible to 

? Bta^Roy and Ms tKi^ with iff of the 
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change which the cylindeir had undergone in the preceding 
"voyage* they persevered in diligently observing, and carefully 
recordings its time ofMhratioWj at most principal ports which 

they visited in their voyage of five years’ dur^on. Nor was it 
Wntil their return to the Cape Verd Islands;, in ' September 1836, 
that they could infer, from observations repeated at the same spot 
as in their outward passage in 1832, that the cylinder had hot 
varied in any thing like the degree that it had done in the prece- 
dhi^ voyage, and that the care and pains they had bestowed were 
th^mfore likely to be' recompensed by success. 

ThiflT appears a fitting opportunity to remark, how much the 
esb'tbllshment in England of a depository for magnetic needles is 
needed ; whence officers, and persons desirous of making such 
observations, might be supplied with instruments, which had been 
kept a sttffiacnt time to have attained their permanent magnetic 
state, and had been examined from time to time to prove that tliey 
had done so. The correction for temperature should be ascertained 
for each needle, and given with it; as well as the time of vibration 
(or whatever else constituted the measure of intensity, — as, for 
example, the angle of deffection in Mr. Lloyd’s statical needles,) — 
observed at the spot which should be selected as most suitable for 
a point of general comparison ; and the observations should be 
repeated at the same spot on the return of the needle. The want of 
such an establishment has long been greatly felt ; and opportunities, 
where nothing was wanting but proper instruments, have been lost 
in consequence, where determinations of great value might have 
been obtained, in parts of the world of the highest magnetic interest, 
and whereHuch opportunities are of rare occurrence. 

The eorrectitms necessary to Tender the times of vibration at the 
different stations strictly comparable with each other, are as 
follows. 

Ist, For the rate of the chronometer. 

2d, For the tempi^rature of the needle, 

3d, For ttie afe of Vibration. 

4th, %ny <^ang^ the magnetic condition of tl\e cylinder. 

In ^ last-named correction, or that for the 

the cyUhwr its^fy i^ the one which requires principal 
consideration. ^ Ihe '^rreitions for temperature, and for the arc, 

the first of wifidh l^ieuWly Mich stress has sometimes been 



,5CMfc . : 

kidy are imporuj^t %iben^^ adeli^at^ k tbu^ ; er 

eKampki lit comp^tog tlie fojN& M hare served 

as the unities of differeht observears : their efiTeet ift however^ 6f 
little moment ii^t el^serratioris vhich inchide gm , 

terrestrial inteitsftyi But when tW magn^ condition 6f the 
needle has variedy and interpolatioh becomes necessary, the in- 
stances are rare in which it can be floiie with entire satisfaction. 

The time of vibration of this cylinder at Plyraouth, with Correc- 
tions applied for the chronometer’s rate> the temperature, and tfic 
arc, was, in December 1831, 770y8 seconds, with a dip of .69’^ 111^,6, 
and in October 1836, 777,8 seconds with a dip of 69^ 17^ 5. 
Tlie difference in its magnetic statCj at the two periwis, is shown 
by the squares of the times of yibratioii multiplied by the cosine 
of the dip observed at tlm respective periods. This makes known 
what the time of vibration of the same cylinder would have been, 
had it been free to move in the direction of the dipping-needle, 
instead of lyeing suspended horizontally ; and, Consequently, if it 
had been acted upon by the total magnetic intensity, instead of by 
the htwizontai component only. It is here assumed that the tot'd 
terrestrial intensity is constant at the same place. This is doubtless 
not strictly true ; but the amount of the change must be too small 
to require consideration in the period occupied by Captain Fiti^;- 
Roy’s observations. The horizontal component must, Jiowever, 
necessarily vary with the changes in the dip ; and it is, therefore, 
from the time of vibration in the direction of the dipping-needle, 
mid not from the time of horizontal vibration, that thes change, or 
other w'ise, in the magnetism of the needle is to be inferred. Wc 
find, then, the equivalent time of vibration of this cylinder in the 
direction of the dipping-needle to have l)een'^^456,4 seconds iu 
December 1831, and 462,2 seconds in October 1836 ; showing a 
difference of 5,8 seconds in fijEly-eight months. If wc compare this 
iimount with the far greater loss of intensity sustained by this 
cylinder in tlie preceding voyage, it seems a probable supposition 
that, at the commencement of Captain Fitz-Roy’s voyags^ the cylin- 
der had nearly attained its permanent magnetic states and that its 
further loss. of ma^etism, occasioning an increase of 5,8 spends 
in the time of vibration, tc^k in the, early part of the voyage: 

iuppgwinir loss to have been proj^esidvj^/ and not sqtiden, as 
f acem^ of which the oi^ryation$ giye poindi^tioiis. Con- 
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sj^tently witlx this^supposition, thei loss has been distributed through 
the iirst half^ or twenit^-nine months, of tins voyage, in the proper* 
tion of tliree-tenths of a second . per month in the first ten months, 
commencing December 1st 18$l ; two-tenths per month in the 
next nine months; and one-tendv per month in, the remaining nine 
montlis- In tlie last twenty-nine months of the voyage, tlie 
intensity of the cylinder is supposed to have been uniform, and 
tlie same which it was found to possess on the return to England 
in 1836. 

satisfactory that, with this compensation, the observations 
at Port Praya, in January 1832, and in September 1836, assign 
almost identically the same relative magnetic intensity to that 
station. 

The correction for temperature for this cylinder not having 
been previously examined, 1 received it from Captain Fitz-Roy 
for that purpose, and made with it tlie following observations. 
The cylinder, in its own apparatus, was placed in a large earthen 
jar, glazed at the top, and standing in a larger earthen vessel, into 
wliich warm water could be poured at }>leasure, and the cylinder 
was then vibrijted alternately in heatetl air and in air of the natural 
temperature* Ttiese experiments were made at Tortington, in 
Sussex* 







M the [lx0<KKlO68 in which 

T h thci time of vibration at any j^tion^ t, the temperature of the 
cylinder in degrees of Fahrenheit, and T^]s the equivalent time 
at a standard temperature of 60*^* The themometer was noted 
tit tile beginning and ending of every set of vibrations, and was 
always placed in the box with the cylinder. 

At Captain Fite-Roy's stations the appariktus was placed for 
egbservation on a stand, which raised it from two to three feet 
above the ground, thereby rendering the cylinder somewhat less 
liable to be disturbed by local induenees: it was not furnished with 
a means of examining the strict horizontality of the cylinder, Uiat 
improvement having been introduced into M. ilansteexfs appa- 
ratus at a later period. On this point Captain Fitz-Roy remarks: 

A small leaden tripod was used as a stand, whose upper surSstce 
was adjusted by a small spirit-level — or rougldy by the trough 
of an artificial horizon, filled with mercury. Upon the leaden 
stand the box containing the needle was adjusted by its foot- 
** screwsj so that the suspending fibre of silk hung centj’ally in 
the wooden tube, the needle's centre l>eing over that of the 
graduated circle, and the needle itself near, but not touching, 

** the bottom of die box. The needle was not always strictly 
‘‘ parallel to tbe bottom of the box, nor strictly horizontal, be- 
cause I would not move the brass stirrup in which it w^as sus- 
pended, but its deviation from strict horizontality never exceeded 
'' two degrees, and was seldom nearly so much/* 

The time of completing every tentli vibration was* recorded.; 
The time of performing 800 vibrations is deduced from a mean 
generally of seven partial results : L e, from the 0th to the 300& ; 
lOthto the 310th ; and so on, to the 60th and 360th vibrations ; 
the commatcing vibration being alv^ays at an arc of 20^. In a very 
few liistanoes the number of vibrations observed, after tire com- 
mencing arc of 20"^, was less than 360 ; in siich cases the first vibra- 
tion after the arc bad beepme 20^ has still been taken as the com** 
mencing one, t)|K)ugV previous ones may have l>een reci»rded; it 
being kept sitriedy ii> view, to obtain the i*elative time of vibratiofi 
in area as nearly the same as possible, and not exceeding 20^ as the 
initial. The aro was reduced to 10® generally about the 100th 
viiwsIftKti ; time of vibration Im bcdti 

taken thrwghuut tfaje mies as ih^tdrrection to Infinitely smlH^arcs. 



T^ie, .abject. afl:i4crt5ng^.^ 

cli^ errors iti the couxiiti^r *i)^{dch: w in the 

of. tile d60, particakri^^^ very shof t and 

moving needh^ of M* Hiupleen’s A^ery iind 

stations of low dip^ where thp horizontal force is greatest^ and the 
needle consequently moves most quickly. Several such mistakes 
evidently occurred. When the time of completing every supj^l^ 
tenth vibration is <foserved with tcderable ezactuess, and th£^qia~ 
tioii of each pair of vibrations decidedly exceeds^any irregularity of 
probable occurrence, apart from miscounting the number of vibra- 
tions, such mistakes can be discovered with ease> and r^^ctided 
with certainty. This has been done in every case where no doubt 
could exist of a mistake of the kind having occurred ; such a*s 
when all the intervals are of nearly equjd duration, with one or 
two exceptions, w^hich dilFer as much as tliree or four seconds from 
the general body* There are two stations, howevei*, Callao and 
iCeeUng Islands, vvbere the rectification is not so clear, or the ti'ue 
result so obvious. At Callao tlwc are three series of horizontal in- 
tensities, each of forty observed intervals, which should be of ten 
vibrations each. Several of tliese intervals ajc between 17,5 and 
18,5 seconds, and several others betw'ccn 20,5 and 21,5 seconds* 
These can hardly represent an equal nurnljer of vibrations, because 
the difference between them is greater than can easily be suppose* l 
due to any uncertainty in seizhjg the particular beat of the cliro- 
noineter at which the vibration was completed ; it is, moreover 
about the time that w'ould be occupied by two vibrations more or 
less. The question then arises, do the longer intervals represent 
12^ and the shorter 10 vibrations, or do the longer represent 10, 
and the shorter 8 ? In the former supposition the intensity at 
Callao would be about 1.0l(Paris= 1.348): in the latter about 
O.T5. The difference shews how great an error would be risked by 
either assumption. If we take a mean of all the iiitervals os they 
stand, the amount of error risked would be certainly lessened ; 
but we should assuredly have ibe true time of three, hundred 
vibrations, except on oik supposition i namely, that theV irregu- 
larities in question are licit errors in animating the number of 
yforatiohs, but that eacl^^luterval really represented an equal 
number, and that some timdiual tod accidiiptal cau^ 
tj^ ^eedl^ differ so greatly m sucakWave intervals. But this 
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ai^ttirbihg mwe vitiating the i5erie« as 
HH of the magnetic intensity at the station. I have not veil- 

thel^efore, to draw any conclusion from these observations* 
fivrtliiBr than to notice, as above, the litnits within which, in either 
of.the two^ first suppositions, the intensity would fall. 

similar reasoning applies to the observations at Keel- 
ij^||>i|laiids ; of three series, one is decidedly so irregular, tliat no 
iliftpiiSrtce could be drawn from it : in the two other series the irre* 
^kHties are neither so frequent, nor so large : my general impres- 
sion (in the uncertiiinty created by tfie irregularity of tlie first 
8erios)ris, that the inajonty of the intervals are of twelve vibra- 
tions, and not of ten : if of twelve, the intensity would be about 
1,21 j if of ten, about 0>85, 

The inconvenience of the rapid motion, of the needle, {,K*casioiied, 
at one part of the voyage, the practice to be discontinued of 
observing every tenth vibration, and every twentieth was substi- 
tuted. This no doubt relieved the perplexity in which the observer 
occaaionally found himself, in having to observe, and record, and 
be prepared again to observe, at every twenty seconds or less, and 
so far the change enabled him to observe better. But still, the 
disadvantage remains, in so quick moving a needle, that if a mis- 
take of two vibi^tions is made, the dilference of time occasioned 
is not of so marked and decided a character .as to be at all times 
at once distinguished. It is of much move importance that there 
should be no miscount of the vibrations, than tfiat the times should 
be recorded correctly to the fraction of a second. It is only the 
earlier atHl later times that are finally influential ; but every unde- 
tected error in the number of .vibrations falls with its whole weight 
upon the result. 

The occasional discrepancies in the results of the same, or of 
dijffe^n^ observers; or on the same, or on diflerent, days, which 
are seen in the subjoined table, are not, I believe, traceable to the 
source I have beem discu^ing, nor a])parently to any other than an 
actual difference in the tiraeof the cylinderperforming its vibration. 
Ameiih b^s be^ taken as the result at each sl;ation, except at St. 
Helena, where the dietrepaney on the l lth and 13th of July was so 
considerable, that it has been thought eriore siitisfactbry to collect 
the db^Vag day into separate results. 

table comprises the result of ejtch observation/ 
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■ ^ .T: . . 

and the geneiil ri^ke %duc^ for^ ckiliitiin 

entitled “ Time ” is that of SOO idbrations ; and tRe 
Time*’ is the mean of these, corrected fbr the rate of ^ chronic 
meter and the arc, and reduced to an av^age temperature of GdP- 
The dips are those observed by Captain yit«-R6y; except at Port 
Famine, where, as Captain Fita^Roy did not observe, it h^^been 
supplied from Captain King's obi^rvations ; and at Co^i|y|a, 
where, for the purpose of computing the intensity, it 
supplied by estimation from the other geographic positions on idiis 
coast, at which Captain Fita-Roy observed the dip. In the column 
showing tlie time of vibration as a dipping-needle at Plymouth 
corresponding to the periods of observi^n at the several stations, 
the compensations have been introduced for the variation in the 
intensity of the cylinder, agreeably to what has been said above on 
that subject. The two final columns exhibit the values of the total 
magnetic intensity at the different stations derived from these obser- 
vations. In the first of the two columns, the values are given rela- 
tively to the force at Plymouth, considered as unity ; and in the 
second column, relatively to the force at Plymouth, expressed by 
1.375 j for the purpose of exhibiting Captain Fitx-Roy's results in 
direct comparison with the determinations of continental observers, 
who have taken Paris as their basis, giving the force at Paris tlio 
arbitrary expression of 1.3482. I have taken the ratio of the force 
at Plymouth to that at Paris to be as 1.S75 to 1,848, which I 
believe will prove a very hear upproxiniation ; it is tliat which 
results from Captain Fitz-Jloy’s observations at Plymouth, in 
October 1886 (page 17), and mine, at Tortington, in Sussex, in 
June 1887 (page 10) : the dip at Tortington, at the period in 
question being 68*^ 57', and the intensity, compared with Paris, 
through the medium of Lemdon, 1«3%. 



M.4GNKTIC Intensity, 







MAaNjSTic Intensity, contimu^d. 
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S. Captain Kmg*s Ohnervatwnii of Dip and Intetmiy, 

Captain King, having hitherto made known Ins ot)sei*vations 
with the $ame cylindei* in the years 18SC to 1830 only by com- 
n^unicating thcfin to M* Himsteen, from whom he received the 
apmfatus, has now given permission to Captain Fitz-Boy to 
pi^jlah them with his own* I have already noticed the great 
Idss of magnetism which took place in this cylintlev during Cap- 
tain K.ing*8 voyage, and the care with, which that ofRcer availed 
himself of every opportunity of ascertaining, by direct obser- 
vation, the proportion of the loss sustained in separate portions of 
the voyage- There are tw’elve stations cf <}bsei vavioj^ on ihc east 
and w cst coasts of Bo^th America, besides three stations in ports 
of the Atlantic on the outward voyage. By tlie practice «l* rejwat- 
ing observations at the same station at di'itiint intervals, tb.e South 
American stations are so linked together aval connected, that by 
adopting a method similar to that used in detonnining longitudes 
by means of chronometers, we may compute the intensity at all 
the South American stations referred to an<l dependeut on the 
force at Rio de Janeiro ; regarding Rio in the same light as a first 
meridian is considered in deierminalions of longitude. Wc may 
then make Rio the means of connecting the whole series wdtli 
Europe ; for which it is remarkably well suited, the intensity there 
having been determined, independently of Captain King, bt?' 
four observers of different natiouj*, whose results are exti’emely 
accordant. 

The dip observations of Captain King were communicated, in 
occasional correspondence during the voyage, to M.Hausteeri, 
who computed them by May eC» formula, and arranged them in 
a taj^, of which a copy w'as given by* Captain King to Captain 
FitziRjy, and is printed iu the next pagii. At some of the sta- 
tio0j| Cappiin Fitz-B/<^ also observed the dip iu the subsequent 
voyage, and, as will seen, the results of the two observers 
sometimes dilfer considerably. This may have been caused, either 
by instrumental or oUier , error of obsi^vation, or by actual differ* 
enc^ dip fisting in diftWent loealit^a at the same station- 
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Marked end a N. Pole. | hJarked end a S-Pole. 




observation's op ixtenswv. 


The following Ta»j,b contains Captain Kino's Observations of 
Intensity, with the times of vibration correeteti for the arc and 
reduced to a standard temperature of 60 ®. 

Ms^irwic IsMasiTY, obaerved by Caft P. P. Kiog betwem 1S26 and 1831. 


Diiic. Tbne. ] Thwm. 



Corrected 

Time. 


• Particular place* 


i (rrecnwidii . 

I Madeira 
j uiicriffe ...* 

j Port Pj ayti . 

Rio de Janeiro 

iSt^ Cathariua ... 

! Gori'Ui.,..* J 

r 

Monte Video ... j 

Port St« Elena 
Sea Bear Bay... 

StMaitin Cove i 

j Port Famine 

ChiliW I 

JimnE'emandeiK 
Talcalmaiil. | 

Valparaii^o 


iftaO Mar,!ia 

734 t 45 1 

55*0 

733,97 T 

Jan. 124 

T 7 S.»<>I 

41,8 

776,01 J 

lOiG May 31 

6fl8,68 1 

(>8,o 

627,79 

— Juneia 

6 ». 7 ,ii 6 i 

754 ) 

Gob, 7:3 

isa 

559 . 53 ' 

81 >5 

V oH '■! 

— 124 

657.08 i 

85,0 


AugAO 
ib':i7Sept lu 

64 t>, 3 <> 
551,06 1 

77.0 

75,5 

545*15 - 

“ 15 

551,96 

80,0 

1 

— — J6 

5 o 8-»73 

8:.bo 

' 551,70 

— — 15 

558 48 

8,5,0 

J J 

183d Dec. 3 1 

5 b ‘^,55 

14,0 

5 Gi ,<»5 

i8a7 Nov. J 

554 ) 4*3 • 
550,88 ! 

b‘ 7 .f, 

553 , 5.5 

1836 Oct. at) 


\ ^ *1 

— Nov. b 

54 .Qsb,? i 

G-'mv 

J 540,44 ! 

Jan. lo 

504, l‘»: 


5 Ga, 7 lj ( 

1827 Dec, lU 

5.55? 1 3 

; 8.,3 

55 ; 3 )i >7 j 

Uh8 Oct. 8 

5*)a,oo i 

/ 3)0 

5 b‘o,ti 5 

1830 Jure i 1 

5 ^* 54 1 

0.0,0 

cM [) J 

ilhb Dec. 4|f>r,7,2^> : 

68,0 

55 ‘'>, 4 'i 

i8a<) Mar. 30 

577 ,;', 6 ;' 

70,0 

57^:37 

1837 Jan. 15 

58 v,« 8 i 

.'>0,0 

1 

— 15 

-^22 

^083,48; 

585,81; 

58,0 

,’■ 5,0 

/ 5 ^^ 4»-0 1 

Mar. 27 

585.H1 

64,0 

585,08 J 

1838 sTun. 38 1 589,75 

55.0 

58 !i .,36 I 

— May 8 


4:0 

. .'■,')6,.Vt j 

-- JuneiB 

595,86 i 

33»7 

1595,81 j 

-r- July 30 6 Ci 4 , 86 i 


1830 Apr. 30 

598 . 96 1 

45)0 

598,97 J 

1B39 Sept, i 

565,40 ! 

544 > i 

J- 565,23 

2 ,5 

565,69 1 

53,0 ! 

M) 

651 , 77 ; 

*’0,v> 

551,8,3 

1839 hee. 18 

556,43 

’67,0 1 

5 :-, 5-59 1 


5 . 57 , >8 ! 

60,5 j 

557 , 18,1 

1829 Aug, 4 

^ ITi . T ■ 

549 .«o 


54^,59 


Feb. t 553 f 50 


Observatory. 

I 

Consul’s Ganlei 1*1 
Fori: 8t* Pedro. | 
Lundiug Place, j 
Quail Island, j 


Uar. Island. 


Anluitouiirifn. 

TiicWell. I 
! 

Souib point iieai; 
the Sea. i 

J.an<Ung-plaee. 

Laiidiijg-])iacc. 

HCtid of tlie 
Cove. 


Observatory. 

San Carlos. 
Landing-place. 
Fort Galvez. 

Almendml. 
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, de janeirb/Whkh ^w^ai tW at in 

Sduth America^ the cylind^^ vibrated in Augufit 1826. Sep^ 
tember 1827, and pbcembek iS28‘; in the intervals '^between these 
dates are camprised the greater part dbs^atibns on the 

easit dde of Sou th America, there; is ho direCt observation at Rio 
subsequently to December 1828 f feoi we arh enabjed to supply tfie 
time of vibratiotty ^hh^ the cylin- 

der been emplojj^etl at Rio on June 1, 18S0> in the following m 
mr* We have seen that on the ISth Septembai ' 1827 the time of 
vibfttion was observed at Rio; cm the 18th December following it 
was obsened at Monte Video- These observations give the inten- 
sity at IMonte X'ideo relatively to that at Rio, subject to whatever 
change of raagnotlsni the cylinder may have iindergone in the 
interval of three months. This comparison was repeated in the 
following year, on Captain King's return from Monte Video to 
Ki(>, the interval being nearly of the same duration, and the order 
of the experiment revtrrsed., the passage Ikdng in this instance from 
Monte? Video to Rio^ it having been before from Rio to Moult: 
Video. On the supposition of an unifonn, or nejirly uiiiform rate 
of change in the cylinder, the errors arising therelrom during iba 
two passages w^ould be of opposite kinds, and should compemsalt; 
each other in a mean of the two comparisons^ Calling the? force nt 
Riounity.the.se comparisons give its value at ]VI onto Video resp; v 
tively as fallows^ namely, 

September and Dcccmljcr 1 827 ... ^ 1 10 

October and December 1828 ,,, T207 J ^ --i — 

On the I-st of June 1830, lK?i«g then </n his return from the west 
coast of South America, ami on the eve of sailing for Rngluid, 
Captain King again observed tlie time of vibratioti of the cylinder 
at Monte Video; whence, through the preceding compimson, wo 
obtain the time of yibi^tib^ at Rio, to 

same date. We have thus a. fouith date at Rio, which, added to 
those enumerated ^bove, will ti^lUde the 'w of theSoath Ame- 
rican stations r ahdJ^e h^ distriliiite in ekeh interval the 

. Iks tjf magn<^s«ii^idfc^^ taken place 

i;||pmojk;dakk.tte may appkr 

the' 'loss 

gradual ; and by cdilfidcring It uniform in each separate 
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iiiterv4i fW foaiiS^ liCCoi^cUiit at several other 

sUtfem;i|3i.t;i^Skh;^0^^ itUi»rval«. 

In tbcrjfei^ri^f the subjoined tables are given the times of vibra- 
tion Ri^ 4 the four £>eriocV^r^ to j and tlie covrespondjitg 

times as a In ibs; three last columns are shewn, 

the ntunberof daysjompnsedi^ intcrvah^tlire iherease in the 
time of vibratint» oii^ing to the b>s& of magnetia|ri,-^anci the result- 
ing daily corrwtion, on the supposition iu each case of the loss 
Imving been nniform in the interval during which it occucred. 

The second table contains the corrected times of horiziontai 
vibration at each of the South American stations, at the clato 
respectively in8ertetb---thc\ mTes|K>n(h times as a dip]?iog 
needle, ~the times of vibration as a dipping needle at Rio de 
Janeiro at the same dates, derived Irom the observatiohb in ihc' 
first table, — and the rtfSuUing intensity at each station reliilively to 
(inity at Rio. Thus far the results are derived from Captain 
observations, nnmixed with tho>je of any other observer: but in 
order to bring Captaih King'B series hUv> connexion v. Iih tlu' gene- 
ral body of rGSults of othiT oltrervcr;?, the values of h.is intensitk^ 
are expressed in the final coin mu in U riiiS of i!ie scat * in ct funnon 
use, in which the force at Paris raul at. Rio de Janeiro 

0 , 8841 ; the latter being the mean of ibnr imh:‘[>en{leut dclerini- 
nations by the following observer,?;, namely, 

1817 and 1870 Freycinet 

1827 Liitiu* 

1830... Knnani... 

1836 FiU-Koy 

Port St. Elena is not mdiuled in this table, as no dip observed 
there, and the total intensity consequently cannot i>e computed. 
The three stations, Madeira, TeneriSe. and Port Praya, at which 
the cylinder was vibrated in the outward voyage, are also without 
dijw li^bserved by CapUin King. The de6c.iency at Port Pi’aya has 
been supplied froih O^ptain Fiu- Roy’s observations and iny OAvn, 
kuh bi^ying beep trmxle at the same place at which Captain King’s 
intensity was observed, --^Captaiii Fitss-Roy 's at a later, and mine at 
an eariier At Madeira 4so the dip has been supplied IVoju 

u)y observations, which were made ii^ the Uriiish consul's gai;den 
at King's cylinder was vibrated, I haye 


0,890 ^ 
0,886 ( 
0;879 } 

. 0>67y j 


^ 0,88 1 
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dedocted; 6^om Y)»y determi0a^«)ii^^ 

di^ga between 1822 and ^ v Ai^ Itiwbeen 

frequently observed ; but the vdues by 

vary so much as to indicate a mbre than n^ Jocid 

dlstuirba^oev which might dfib W i^pi^tibd 

char^iclier of tIiAt island* It would be%us^ib therefore to employ 

any dip for that stedon but bxie which wee <^ftainly> obtained at 

the same spot at which the hpriaontal inte^^ was observed* 

The dates of the bliservatiPiiS at these three sbitions fall between 
the observations at Greenwich in March 1826, and those at Hiode 
Janeiro in August of the same year. Having the intensity at 
Greenwich = 1,872 and at Bio « 0,884, and the dip at Greenwich 
52^, and at Rio 14^^ 00, we have the time of vibratimi of Cap- 
tain King’s cylinder as a dipping needle at Bio at the respi^ctiv^^ 
dates as follow's, namely. 


March J826 536,2. 

August 1826 537,0. 


It appears therefore that but a very slight change took place in 
the magnetism of the cylinder during the outward voyage, and we 
may take 586,6 as the time of vibration at Rio, eorrespmulii>g to 
the dates of the intermediate observations; and tins is done in the 
table for Madeira and Port Praya. 



OBiEteVaTJOKS OF. INTENSITY. 
'TABIiB I. 


5S1 


■Aid'de 

Ttmo 0/ Vibrathm. 

iiiteYtal. 

Loss. • 


Horj^tal. 


Per B iem. 

Auj^at 29, 1828.,.: 

a. 

546, a 

. a. 

537*0 j ' 

Days. ^ 

\ 

9 , 


Septeihli^r 1627 

i5i,7 

543,5 j . 

f 389 

^,5 

•017 

December 2 1, 1828 

561,1 

65^1,7 

463 

9, a 

*020 

June 1^ 

563,8 

555,4 

597 

2,7 

*005 


Table II. 


n«t«. 


Time of Vibratiott. 

At the Station. | At Hio. 


intensity. 


j A3 a j As a I Rio-r. 1^000. 
Horiwn. I Bippingi 
Nocdle. i Needle. 


Madeira *»#•*•»« 
Port Praya;.s'| 
Catharina 
Gorrid 

Mufite Video 


Sea Bear Bay . 
St. Martin f 
Cove 

PortPaniine V 




[i8‘i6 May 3i 
i8«<i June ai2 1 
and. 24/ 
827 Nov. 3 
11826 Oct 29 1 
and Nov. 6/ 

1829 Jan, 10 
1827 Dec. 
liBaB Oct. 

1830 June 
1829 Mar. 

1827 Jail* 

"and 
r^- ' ■Mar, 
i8a8 Jan. 

•-!- May 


18 

8 

I 

30 

J5 

22 

^7 

«8 

8 


} 


CUitte 


JuanFeniandea 

Taloalniaiio 

ValpsreiN>.i. 


June j 8\: 
and j[nl}r 30/: 
1833 atfti 

a 4-' 

-aiWf nw:. 

1 » 8 ^- Dec. i 8 -^ 1 


i>27,7;)| 4;w,i 

.W.osj 465,4 
o 53 #o 8; 
549,44; 497, o 
56a, 781 509,0 
553 , 87 ; 496,7 

.560,951 503,0 
564,8ft' 5off,6 
576 , 37 ! 446,0 
584, 49j 4*4,9 
585,081 415,4 

4*7,5 
409,6 

499,1 


596, 54| 

S^,8l 


598 , 9 'i 494,3 


665,93 

531,83 

536,59 


463.7 

464.7 

466,6 


657;V8: 467,4 
54fl^ 479,5 
; 5 Si , 80 : 489 , 1 - 


536,6 

536.6 
544,.5 

538,1 

559.3 

545.4 
55 ',3 

655.4 
553»» 

53i)74 

540.6 

546.9 

548.9 

549.3 

565,» 

554.9 

554.8 
.554.6 ! 

555.3 

553.9 

664.6 


1,556 
1,330 
1,045 

1,179-, 

i,i79J ‘’”Si 

) 

1.903 

J 

1.538 

1,691. 

..694I 

1.719 
1,683-J 

‘> 694 / 1.7 

1.7 19 J 
1.409 

. 1,435 

yia} 

1.399 
*1324/ ' 


I 

1,377 

1,177 

0,920 

1,041 

i,o 6‘5 

h'df'n 

1,498 

»,5<>5 

I 3321 

l,2(i2 

1,250 
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4.-rThe following Table exhibits of 

Captains King «md Fita*Boy collected in one yiew> 

SUtlonu LaUludA Lon^todfi^ V« 4 t^ Pip, 


Madeira Isoi 3B 

Ten;di*a (98 B 9 


1656 W. 
27 13 W. 


Port Praya.. 


Ascension 

St. Bdena 

♦ 

Falkland Islands 

Pernambuco 

Baliia 

! Ilio de Janeiro ... 

Catharina. 
GcmiJ 

Monte Video- 

Blanco Bay 

Port Desire 

i Sea Bear Bay 
! ft. SaiJtn Cruz ... 
St. Martin Cove 

Port Famine 

Port Sjm Andros 
Port Low .... 

Chil6e 

Valdivia ...... 

ConceKion . 


Valparaiso 

j Ccqaimho 
j Callao.#.. 

! Galapagos Islands 
i Ditto 

I j!ian Feninndez***^.* 

Otabcite*. «#*.*'##•«. .#* 
Cap^ of Oood Hope 

Manrithis 

fteeHng Islands 4*. 

New^iidaiid.##....#. 

Sound 

jH'^-n'I'dWn *...#.■ 


1454 
756 
15 55 

51 n<i 

Q 04 

1^59 

|‘sa 55 S. 
[ay *6 
34 67 
3 tf >3 

a8f.7 S. 
47 46 8. 
4751 S. i 
5007 S. i 

65 5> S- 

153 38.8. 

I463S 
43 48 

4 > 5 « S. 
39 53 B. 
364a S. 

:33<ja & 

3980 
ja 04 
050 
«i 5 
’8338 
«7S9 
34 it 
4^0 08 
lac^ 

3^18 

S5«», 

4 «fia 


|a4t8 W; r. «8oe N. 

2330 W. 1630 W; ij',' 

it. 


14 ^14 w. 
5 43 W. 

5807 W. 

3451 

38 3t) W. 


330 W. 


46 30,3 N.j 

4546.6 N>' 
F. t 39 »a N. 


1800W.* F. i3ox,aS. I' 
'/F. 633U.4S- 
1 1 F. 63 *9*6 S. 

13 13,9 N.: 


19 00 E 
.554W. 
4 18 W 


3 00 E 


4309 w. 

48 33 W. 

54 57 W. 

{fi 13 \V. jiu 00 E. 

61 59 tv. 

63.55 W. 

6.9 48 w 

6« 34 -VV. 20 34 E 
67 34 W 

70 50 W 


fF. • 4 50.8 N. 
IF. 5 5 . 35 ?i- 
' j K. S 
, I F. 1337,4s 


iSfioE. 
20 >3 E. 


75 35 W, 
•74 03 W, 

73 56 W. 

78 89 W, 

73 10 W. 
71 4* W. 

7J36 W, 

7414 w. 
8»87 W. 
9031 W. 
78 53 W. 

140 30 W. 
i^aS E 
37.33 S,' 

1^,34- a: 


K. 23 13,4 S. 
K. 850,5,9 8. 
j- K. 3038,48. 

t R 34 5^5 
p. 41545^ »• 

F. 43,5 

K. 53 *345 S, 
F. 55 

K. 5t)43»® S* 
K. 59 

F. 54 *356 S. 

p'. 51 S. 
49 ®- 


I >377 i 
**457 i 
1**77 i 
1D54 i 
*.*57 

0,3'i2 
0,8', o 
*t34<i 

0.91-1 


.F. 


ig 00 E. 

at) 48 K. 

49 46 K 

lift 00 E 
■17 30 E. j F. 4^ 4^.5 Si 

{It'”-"- 


1 I/K. 49. , 

"IIf. 4353,98. 


14 ^4 £ 

li) 00 E. 

9 3pB- 
9 


43 t 5,4 S- 
4tt ipJ S. 


J5 18 E. ||K.4« »5>*7 S 


^8%;» 
ii t8 W. 
ta W, 



fc 44 * 4 #iww» 4 - 

P, 7 <>a,6 a 

F^ f- 

K#444f>»ft^ 
F. 30 ia|6 5' 
& 

2*' 

■ F. <£441*3 


F. 

K. 

K# 

IC. 

Js 

!\ 

F. 

K. 

F. 

K. 

I K. 
IF- 

F. 

K. 

F. 

F. 

K. 


i}-‘ 

K 


i 

0 .}';'2n j 

*,04 >; 

* i 

*,35' 

i *4 -.■> ‘ 
S49 ■ 
^*r>'\"> i 
i>.V>o I 


h i 

**:>''4 ! 
1 ; 

I JVf; ; 
I, > n I 


F* 

K. 

F. 

F. 

F* 

F. 

F 

F. 

F. 


i 

1,017 ; 

I, 01 i ; 

C 59 » 

J. H'? 





■ 1 . VariatioH^ 

Cnjptftiii F&i5-Rdy'$ observations are so well distributed ovrr the 
southern h«sm}$f^here,^^^ good vit*w Ol* the changes which the 

variation is todergoing throughout its mcrulians may ])e obtained 
by compraitglda dc^terkiiinations with those of earlier observers at 
the same i^tj<ms* I'he Mlowitig table has been formed for the 
puq.>oso of exhibiting sueh a comparison at all those sUitions where 
materials for > it exist ; arwr I may here remark how nuicb such 
comparisohs are fWaittated by the valuable collection of early 
observations contained in the Appendix to the Magnetismus tier 
Erde. 


Cape dP Goon Hope. 


Fai^klanp IStAKUS. 


ObaervAr. Date. Varlatwin, 

o / 

Davis .. .. 1605 o. ^joE. 

KceUng .. ♦ * o. la.W. 

Deydecker ./ 1675 $, aft W, 

Mathews .. 1734 i6\ 22 W. 

l^vCalllc .. oW. 

Wales .. .. 1772 20 . 26 W. 

Wales , . ; * . 1775 2 1. 34 M\ 

lUigh .. V. t788 23. 16' W, 

Deairacastc&ax 1792 24, 30 W. 

Frcyeinct .. 181 8 2O. 31 %V^ 

Fits. Roy 1838 28. 30 W'. 

St. Hedeka. 

Davis *. »- teiu 7. 133E. 

Halley 0^ 40E. 

Halleyr ■ i, , o w. 

Matbenirs 30 W. 

Wales .. V. 1775 .t% J 8 W. 

Hunter .. i78.() 45, 30 W^. 

Macdonald' 15; 48^* 

Krufi'enst^A'iv' 1 8^6 ■ ■ 17;. 
Fitz-itoy ■ ; 88P' "18; •'d^' w.- 


Obv't' et' 

r}^u\ 

V/ariatioil. 

0 / 

Freyciriet 

. , i 8-20 

Oj. 26 R. 

Dunerrey ‘ 

.. 1322 

) p. 07 K. 

FitX'Hoy . . 

- 1883 

19. 00 E. 

Pout Fajutnk. 

WfUiis . . 

. , i/Ofi 

22. so E 

Ciuti/ret . ; 

lytiO 

22. 22 E. 

Filz- Hoy . . 

. . 1831 

23. 00 F-. 

Conception. 


La Perou.^c 

.. 1786 

15. 15 K. 

B. Hall .. 

.. 1821 

15- 3 ^>K. 

Duperrey 

.. 1B23 

ifl iGE. 

Fitz-Roy . . 


iO, 4OE. 


Valparaiso. 

Don G. Juan . . 1744 3« E 

Vancouver .. i793 49 £- 

butko .. » ► 1827 13* ooJE. 

Fitso-Roy.. .. 1835 15* 18 E* 

OalxiAo. 


ailo:'<t»R’ Il; 


Cook 

Humur- f - 
Freydnet . 
"Rumket «, 



-6, ^1-4,1.;' 

■‘a*' > 


UUoa . i74t> 9. 02E. 

Duperrey 1823 9/ 30 E. 

Fitz-Royv 1835 10. 

GalapacOs Islands. 

Vaneouvar •- 1794 

D. Hall .. 8. uo E. 

Fits^Roy . . . . iHn P> 



5^. ■ GENfiftAl^^aKkjA^K 

Otahsite. : i : 

Obsmer. Pata Varlitlpn^ . 

_ , ■■"o ,>'■■■■■'' 

Cook .. .. 1769 4 -. 4 *E. 

Wales .. ..1773 40 M. 

Bayley . . v* 1774 / 5. « E. 

Van^otivei* .. 1794 0* la E. 

Buperrey 40 E. 

FitK-Roy •• a. 1835 7. 34 E. 

Bay of Islands, N. 2]^alakd. 

Tasman . . . . 1643 8. 40 E. 

Cook .. .. 17^)9 M* ^5 E. 

Buperrey .. 1834 2a E. 

FiU-Roy.. a. 1835 ^^ 4 . E. 

Sydney. 

Cook .. r. 1770 8. 00 E. 

Hunter .. .. 1787 8. 30 E. 

We may derive from the facts in the above table the following- 
general arid easily remembered conclusion in regard to tlie changos 
of the variation in the southern heniisphere ; namely, that taking for 
our point of departure the meridian of 65^ west in South America, 
we find that at all the stations east of that ineridiati to the Ca|>i-* of 
Good Hope inclusive, the north pole of the needle has imncd 
toMwds the west ; and that all the stations west of the same uum i 
dian to Mauritius inclusive, the north pole of the needle has moved 
towards the east. . 

An almost equally simple generalisation maybe drawn in respect 
to the changes of situation of the lines of eqtial variation in the 
soutliem hemisphere : but here it must be supposed either that tl)e 
reader is thoroughly ferailiar with the general arnmgement of these 
lines, or that he has a map of them l^fore him. He will find such 
a map of the variation lines in 1787 in the Fifth Report of thi* 
British Association ; but any other map, corre$p^dii:^|i> any epoch 
within the last hunclr^ ^yeard, will equally pui*posc. 

Referring to such a map, it will be seen that the variation 

in the South Pacific, form a iyatem of nearly cimcerilri^ Cttrves, of 
an oval, or peair«ishap^ foriii, the liutsScie curves highe r 

variation^ which pr«%i'essiveiy ctiriiims%s to We umv 

regard this system as;coinpreh^ 

. ^ space'betweeii th^’ mi^idian nf 

fines 


ygrigpi^ 

FUaders . . 3 V E. 

Ffcycto*, V 9 - 13 K. 

Buperrey.. ..1824 
Fitz-Roy . . . . 1836 1 o. a4 E. 

,, VA|? Piemen's Land. 

. 44 i$ 4 a 3. 00 K. 

Bayl^ .V V* 17^7 7. a^ E. 

, 4. .4 1778 a. 33 E. 

Fit*.Roy .. .. xBsfi 11. 06 E. 

Itf AUEITIUS. 

Keeling .. i8o|g^ ai. oW^ 

Mutitews.. .. 172 a 1^. 4W. 

Fsyyclnet - . 1818 12. 46 W. 

JOuperrey — 1824 13* 46W. 

Fitz-Roy.. .. 1836 ii. iS\V. 
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of the curves froni all sides towards the centre, by which the areas 
severally coiuprehended by them become less ; and the lower varia- 
tions, as they^successively reach the centre, disappear, and are 
replaced by the closing-in of those of next higher amount. The 
changes which have taken place at all Captain Fit z- Roy's stations 
compi’ised within the space referred to, are accordant with the 
systematic alteration thus desc^rtbed. 

In all other pat'ts of the hemisphere the lines of variation have 
a progressive w^esterly movement, and to this also Captain Fitz- 
Roy's observations correspond. 

It fqjlows, from what has been stated, that the lines on the 
western side of the concentric system in the South Pacific have an 
eastward movement, which presents an apparent nnonialy to the 
general progress of the lines of variation in the southern hemis- 
phere, which is from east to west. 

Otaheite, and the Ray of Islands in New Zealand, present exam- 
ples of chmiges in the variation corresponding to this apparent 
anomaly. The consistency, ho w^ever, both of the movement and of 
the configuration of the lines of vai'iation in this quarter, with 
those in other parts of the southern hemisphere, and with the 
general system of the magnetic phenomena, has been shewn by 
Mr. Ilansteen in the Magnetismus dcr Erde, and in the Aimalcn 
der Piiysik, voL xxi. 

The annual amount of the change of the varivatiun appears con- 
siderably greater at the Cape of Good Hope and Mauritius than 
at any other of Captain Fitz- Roy's stationSj amounting to about 
eight minutes ; shewing that the variation lines in that (juarter are 
changing their position more rapidly titan elsewhere. Tiic liorth 
pole of the needle is moving to the west , at the Cape, and to the 
east at Mauittiliii j but it will be seen, by a reference to the map, 
that these movements are in perfect correspondence 

with the westerly progression of the variation lines, and 

resxilt fif^m||feir configuration. 

At thief i&ions ihHhe vicinity of the meridian of 65‘^ west, tlie 
chiinge appears to very 

' ,■ ' ■ ' , . ' • » 

[The variation .^^^seension (13® SfV W.) is correctly inserted in the 
tables : it is the of Captain Fitz-Roy’s stations at. which his 

observations are j^'licordant with those of other obsci vefs : the dis- 
cordance me|' Mfflniiioned by the great prevalence of local disturbances 
at/ ■ ‘ 
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. ' *' ' • V , ■ '• It Di^ .’•■ V '■■ 

The fbllowing table exbibite the c6tnp$xUm of Ca]^m Fitx^ 
Roy’s observations of the dip in the southern hemisphere, with 
those of earlier observers, at stations where the materials for sndi 
a comparison exist. 


Oli»ervca:. 

La Cailie 

Cook 

Sabine 

^^uperrey 

Fitz-Hoy 

St. 

La Cailie 
Cook .. • 
Fitz-Roy 


AsCENsidl^. 


Variaticm. 


1754 

.. 1775 

. . 1 P‘2‘2 

, . 1825 

.. 

Helena, 
• • 1754 
- 1775 

. . i 83(» 


10 K 

57 N. 
30 N. 

58 N. 

tl9N. 


9* 


oS. 
1 . as S, 
18. 01 S. 


Catk of Good Hope. 


La Cailie 
llayley 
Buyley 
Abercrombie 
Bayley 
Freycinct 
Filz- Roy 


■1751 

177a 

1775 

1775 

1770 

lOiB 

183 ^ 


43. S. 
46. 37 S. 

44. »!) S. 
40, aS S. 
46. 31 S. 

47 S. 
55. 35 


Mauritius (Pout Louis). 


La Came., .. 1754 53* J7 5^- 

Duperrey .. 18^4 53* 5i S* 

Fitz-lloy .. 1839' 54. 01 S. 

Otaheite. 

Cook .. .. 1773 39. 43S. 

Cook .. .. 1774 39. 59 S. 

Barley .. .. i777 39. 47 S. 

Hfiperrey 1823 30. 03 S. 

Lrman .. .. 1830 30,29,58. 

Fitz-Hoy .. 1B35 3'^*i3»5S. 

Lirta and Callao. 

Feuill^te .. ,. i7iO 10. 30 S, 

HumlwUlt .. 9* 59 8‘ 

Oujjerrey .. *823 8. 33 S, 

Fitz-Roy .. .• 1835 7.03 a 

Valparaiso. 

Mnlaspina .. i793 4*1. S8 S. 

Vancouver . - 1795 44* *6 & 

Liitke .. 1837 39. 5? S. 

Kirj(j .. .. 1829 40, li S. 

Fitz-Kcy.. .. 1^36 38. 03 S. 

CoNCEPiflON. 

Feuib^ , . .. 1710 55. 30 S. 

FeroSsa f,. .* 1788 50, 00 S. 

‘ Jhsfmflef *■ . . « 833 ' 44 . • 5 $ ; 8 .' 

classify the clianges wHiK are taKidj 


Ob««rvcrf 

Date. 

Variation. 

Liltkc . . . . 

1827 

45. 33 s. 

K/ng • • • . 

1829 

45. 10 S. 

Fifz-Roy . . . . 

1835 

43- 15 P. 

Kino' George SoirNo. 

Vancouver 

1791 

64. 54 S. 

FliridcTs . . 

1801 

<14. 01 S. 

Fitz-lloy 

1836 

64. 41 8, 

Van Diemen’s Land. 

Cook . . . . 

1777 

7‘>. 15 3 

Bertrand . . 

179^ 

5''S. 

Dcntrccasteaux 

»79’^ 

7^>. 3‘^S. 

De Hofist'l 

1793 

70. 10 s. 

Fitz~Uoy.. 

1838 

70. 35 

SVDNKY, 


FJuulers . • . . 

1803 

t) 2 , ;\2 S. 

Freyc^ijiet 

Jtt.y 

(h.. 17 S 

Brisbane . > 

1821 

b‘2. ;V> 8. 

Du perrey 

1824 

G'i. 40 8 

Fitz-Roy 

iB.Sb 

0^. 4') S, 

N. Zka£,ani)( Rav of 1 


Ditperrey . . 

1 .} 

59* -ioS. 

Fitz-Uoy.. 


59. s 

Tjerkadel Fuego. 

Bayley . . . . 

I^t, 55". 22' ; 
Long. 70. 03. 

}- 

0'9. :,.t S 

King . . . . 

Lat. 55"'- 51'; 

^ 1«2H 

:«»)' -11 vS 

Long, dy, 34. 



Falkland. Islands. 
Freycinct.* ' :i82o 55. 
Du perrey , • • iSaa 54. 

Fkz-Roy .. .:v >tt33-4 53- 

Sta Catkarina. 

Duperrey •• 1822 22. 

King .. .. 1827 

lilO DR JaNKIHO. 


'W N 
40 S. 

s. 


:> i 
1-2.S 


I/a Cailie , 

Freycioet 

King 

Llit^e ; 
EroMiti M 
Fins^ftoy * 


176J 

1817 

1806 

18*^7 ■ 

1830 

1832 


'20. 

M* 

14. 

14. 

Vi. 

»3‘ 


0 S. 

I>s. 

i/O S. 

;)l S. 
37 


„ _ _ _ oe in the Jip 

lit tliie gpDthern hemisphere in four divi^ons^ kv ’ 



iiEMABKs* <5S7 


alternate increaae^ aiid decrease of dip. Commencing with ti\c 
merrdim of Greenwich, and proceeding eastwardly round the 
hemispliere, we may distinguish the divisions as follows, in the 
ordei* of their geographical succeesion. 

South dip increasinir^ 

anuualty.{ Annu^llj, 

St. Helowa.. 5754 to 177$* -^>*9' Capeof Goodllope 1775 to 

Do 1775 to 1836. . Mauritius . . . . 1 754 to t '''''^4. . ‘,3 

Cape/>f Good Hoi>e i75t to 1775- ‘7/2 to 1^36'. . <>,3 

To this division also belongs Ascension ; but as the north (aid of 
the needle dips at that island^ the Change is north if Ip dlmiiiishuig^ 


instead'^of south (Up increasing. 

Ascension J 754 to 1775 •• 5,3 mmiuiKy* 

Do, .. .. J775toJB36 .. 7,2 

2d, South dip (iecrensmg. 

New Zealand .. i{>24toi83r> .• annually.^ 


3c/. South din mercashtg, 

Otalieite .. .. .. i775toi335 .. 0,5 aunuul'.y. 

iith. South flip decremmg, 

finnua-liy.l * awui.illy 

1/imii and Callao • « 17 10 to 1799* • 5>>4‘ Tierra del Fuv^go 1774 to J H‘2B, . 

Do. , . .. 1799 to iB35..4,9 Mklrind Islands sB‘20 to IB34..B,- 

Valparaiso.* 1794 to 1835 i^V> 1 1 82*4 to 1827,. >>,4 

Conccp^toii . . 1710 to 1786.. 3,7 { Kio de Juinaro ,, 1755 to 1817.. 4,8 

Do. . . . . 1 786' to 1835. . 8^3 j Do. . . . . 1 a i 7 to 1 83 2 . . 4,3 


In the 2 d and Sd divisions the annual change is sni.ill ; in the 
Ist and 4 th considerably greater. It ^ greatest at tlio southern 
: 4 atiou ill South America ; the observations at Valparaiso, (loii- 
(^ep^ion, Tierra dtd FuegO’ and the Falkland iLdauds, concur in 
shewing it to exceed S'. The observations al Asce nsion, St. Helena, 
i'nd tile Cape pf Gpi>d Hope, concur ia sliewing an annual change 
in. that quartejtpf the 1 st division exceeding (»'. 

As the south dip decreases in South America, and increusen in 
AlHca, it is pjhvious th^t somewhere tnUTniediately the dip must 
be st^ionary* Between Africa and New Zealand, for the same 
reason, there be a second locality so cliaracterised. Between 
New Zealand aud^taheitey ith^ and between Otaheite and the 
west coast of Soiith America, a fourth. Captain Pitz-Roy has 


* This is derivfri the ohseiratWns of Captains Dup^rrej* and Fitz-Roy 
at the Bay <^'Waod% lU; The intemlis short ; but the mcli(»tier\ 


receives 

Dusky 



Qok:^ _ 


iS bat. 45^. 47^ 

* . 70®. 06' 
.. % 43 


Cook and Vancouver an 


i'.4 Htmual decrease. 



stAtiom in thie second of these loeiditied only/^^t^^ Africa And 
New Zealand. At Hobart Town, Sydney^ and King George Sound, 
there appears to have been little no change ir^the dip since 
the cornmencement of the presept csentury* 

The arrangement of the clianges 6f dip in the southern hemis* 
phere in four divisions, chm*|i^terised by ad alternate increase and 
decrease of dip, is in correspondence with the double Jlexure otxha 
lines of dip; and is a consequence of tlie western motion of the 
two southern Inagnetic poles. 

v . Careful observations made at St. Petersburgh, liave shewn that 
■ the annual change of the dip in the noilhern hemisphere takes 
place altogether between the months of May and December; there 
being in fact a small movement in an opposite direction between 
December and May. This fact is of great interest in its bearing on 
the study of the causes of the magnetic phenomerm. We have as 
yet no corresponding knowledge in regard to the southern hemis- 
phere. The magnitude of the annual change which Captain Pitii- 
Roy*s observations show' is now taking place at the Cape of (hfod 
Hope, is deserving of aitention in this respect. A large amount of 
annual change is obviously highly lavourablc for a determination 
of all the circumstances l>€longing to it ; and its existence at tin* 
Cape, where there is* already a fixed observatory, points to that 
station as most eligible for this investigation. 

1'he observations at Ascension shew' that the epoch is fast 
approaching wdien the needle will pass froin north to south dip at 
that island : it is extremely desirable that the period at which tl\is 
cliange takes place should be determined with as much precision 
as possible. 

.1, 

III. Intensity. 

I have discussed in the Seventh Report of thef British Association . 
the very important inferences in regard to die generat distribution 
of magnetism in the southern hemisphere, affc^ded by Captain.'^ 
King and Pitx- Roy’s most valuable series of intensity observa- 
tions ; but no inferences in regard to the changm which this phe- 
nomenon may be supposed to undergo can be <brawn, as has been 
dom In the cases of the variation and dip, b^use we possess uo 

at ii to 

materW^^ 

iSWARD 
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Catalogs of the mohe intehestinc Specimens of 

NaTITEAE HisTOEY THAT WEaE COLLECTED DUPING TIfP: 
VOYAOB. 


MAMMALIA. 


L Mustela Zorilla. Dcsui 

The skunk. This animal was found abundantly on the eoast 
of Patagonia, between Monte Video and Cape Gregory^ at the 
eastern entrance of the Strait of Magalhaens. ft appeared to bo 
the same species tliroughout tiie Mdiole extent of the coast.*— M us* 
Zool. SoQ» 

2. Mustkla Lunus. — Lin. 

hiitra marina^ Steller. Krxleb. H/u'lau ; Enhi/<fra marina, 

Fleming. 

The sea otter exists, but not very plentifully, on the coast of 
Tierra del Fuego ; we saw very few. The F uegian Indian;* hunt 
them with dogs which are trained for the purpose. — Museum 
Zool. Soc, 

3. Canis. 

The dogs belonging to the Fuegian Indians are certainly of the 
<lome$ticated kind, originally obtaineil, probably, from the Spanisli 
settlements at Buenos Ayres ; generally they resemble the Esqui- 
maux br^d, bitt are much more diminutive in size. 

4, Cakis Vulpes. 

Two if not three distinct species of tlie fox were brought lioine ; 
one, of a small size, was thought to l>e a noveltj ; the otlicr, perhaps, 
was only remarkabM'for its large size. Mr. Vigors tliought the 
small one was quite ^w; tlMI last is perhaps C\ dnerro argmteu^i, 
— Museum of Zool. Soc* 

5. Felis fuma. 

Several were seen ; a skeleton was found on the shores of tlie 
Strait, suppled to be one of the above species. 

* Or jifiiericam •* 

VOL. I, . 2 m 



530 CATAT-^OFE-— MAMMALIA. 

^ i?A.TBnos.-— Desm, E. M. p* 

Chat painpa, D'A^sara^ 1. 179. 

A variety of this species was given to me, bytthe Patagoniai> 
Indians, that had been recently killed; the skin was preserved, and 
IS now in the inuseum of the Zoological Society. The following 
is the description of rny specimen ; — 

The prevailing colour is a yellowish grey, deeper above, and 
gradnally blending into the colour of the belly, chin, neck, inner 
part <jf the legs, tlie region of the anus, and below the root of the 
tail, whic)\ arc Avbite ; the under part of 'the neck and belly also 
are spotted with bbick, disposed in transverse bands; the hire arm ’> 
hi*ve tliree similar transverse bands, and tlie thighs four oncirr 'ing 
the legs ; oars white inside and tipped black ; eyes dark bine, ( vc- 
lids whitish, corner of tfjc eyes black, jiarticubirly at the antorio, 
or inner angle; claws whitish, and paws idnck; whiskers whin*, 
and some long white hairs over the eyes ; the canine teeth ar-' 
very acute, and have the longitudinal gi'oovesi or angles ilet.'ply 
marked. 

InclitN 

Ixngtii of the body from the extremity of the nose 
to the root of the tail 20 


Length of tail 11;’ 

Ditto head... 0 


llreadth of head between the ears 2^^, 

Ileigiit at theslioulder......... 12 

7. Otaiiia jubata.— Desm. E, M. No . 380. 

The sea lion of Anson and other voyagers ; immcrous in lltr 
^astern entrance of the Strait, and particularly ifeort San 
ind the neighbourhood of Port Desire. - "‘V 

8. Otaiii v ri,AVK8CENs. — Desm ; E- M* 250. 

A young male was fouml on the beach, near Fort Famine, t/» :t 
!ijk 1 been recently ^vounded by the Indians, and had crawled o)» 
diorc to die. 

9. Ctenomys Magbx-I/AKicus. n. s. — Bennet. 

Tins little animal possesses fur as soft as the chiiichilln b 
dxBstiida in the neighbourhood of Cape Gregory, at the eastein 

of tlie Strait of Magalhaens, and btiirowa under tlu' 
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grolind, whiciV*» ^ miicli undermined by them tlmt it give« way 
at almost every step. It is a timid little fellow., feeds upon grass* 
and is eaten by the Patagonian Indians. — See Benuet in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Zool. Soc. Dee. 2^, 1B35. A specimen is preserved 
in the IVfiiseuni. 

10. Keroda Kingh. n. s. 

Sec Bennet ut supra, in Museum of Zool, Soc. 

11. Cavia CuTtiKiir, n. s. nob. — See Bennet ut supra. 

This specimen is* in the collection of the S{>ciety. It. was known 

in the voyage by the name of tin? Peruvian cavy : it was pre* 
sented to one of the officers of the Bijaglc by an iVmcjrican sailing 
master, Mr. Cutler, of Stonington, U.S., a very intelligent person, 
to whom we are much indebted Ibr information. The name w hich 
1 have proposed for iti.s in recollection of the benefit vve derived 
from his experience and knowledge of the intricate navigation of 
tliiCi south-western co.ast of Patagonia, wlncli was fr(?c]y inip.arted 
to us on several occasions.— See Bennet in Proc eeding.i of Zool. 
Soc. ut supra. 

12. DASYvnocTA Paxachonica. — Desm. E. M. 358. 

I regret very much that the only specimen oblaiiunl was 
not preserved. Desniaret seems to suspect that it differs suffi- 
ciently ill its dentition from the agouti to constitute a new genus, 
for which he has proposed the name — Sec E. M. 359. 

13. Dasypus BiiNiTTUS. — Dcmi. 

Procured Port Elena, and corresponds exactly with the 
description above species. It is tlie Tatou^pichiy, or 

Tatou septi§ii^y^^*Azara. 

14*. Auchekia Gjuama.-— Desm. E. M.655. 

A living feiKudf.^ guanago was brought lioine in the Adven- 
ture, and placed in the garden of the Zoological Society, The 
guanaco iidmbits I^tagonia from Buenos Ayres to Uie Strait of 
Magalhaensi we al^o found it on King Charles P'orelaiid, tJie 
eastern island of *!Kerra dd Euego, and oa Navariu Island, at the 
north ajde of Namu in the vicinity of Cape Horn. 
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BIRDS- 

1. SAHcouAHJrnus Gkyphus. — D umerel. The Condor. 
VuUar 

2. CATHABTKa loTA.^ — Chilian Eagle. 

3. PoLYBOBua viM QARi^ — Falca UrdsiliensU. Latliam. 
Cara^ara Eagle. 

Strait of Magnlbaens. 

4*. Miloago ochhooephala.— Spix. Young birds. 

Strait of Magalhaens. 

5, MALi/BTirs EHYTHRONOTUs.-— Nob. lu Zool. Jou trial, Hi. 424. 

liaL capite aluquc JuAVChgrmis : donio .seapHlarihnsqitc nifis, 
cor[H)rc cauddqae subliia qIIks, fascliv JUscis gt'acililnts Innfer 
noiaiis, hAc fascut latd prope apiccm nigr/L 
The total length of the bird from the apex of the liill to thf» 
extremity of the tail h 2 feet ; of the bill from the rictm to the 
apex 2 inches ; frcrm the cere 1 inch of the wing, from tho onH 
of the carpal joint to the end of the third <tuiU feather, 18 inches ; 
of the tail inches ; of the tarsm tliree inches. 

Strait of Magalhaens. 

6. FajCiCO aPAROKKiiJs. — Latham. 

Strait of Magulhaens. 

7. FaI^CO PBHKGRfNOB ? : I 

Strait of Magalhaens. 

8. HBASiMKNaiB- 

Pojyborus Novae 

Falco Nay» Zealand^ of i^ibam. 

9/ CiKous itisTtitONtcvs, — NoK ill Sljoolf 425. 

FaUo histrionkus, Qupy and Oaimard^* 

Cirev cincraccus un^^gh wrpor^^e, m faseks 

fr^^^^ibus nidalo* 

Tjl|#ieiigth from the that bf the tail is 
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inches ; bill 1 inch ; wing, fl-Wn the carpal joint to the end of the 
third qirill feat^r, 13 J inches ; tail 9 inches ; tarsus 2^ inches. 
Strait of Magalhaens. 

• 

10. Strix RUFiPEs.~Nobs in Zool, Journ., iii. 426. 
saturate brnnnea^ alhidofulvoque mamilatafasciataquefoimrum 
iarsorumque plumis rtffis. 

The total length i8 15]| inches ; that of tlie bill 1 inch ; of the 
whig, from the carptis to the end of the fourth quill feather, 11 
inches; of the tail inches ; of the tarsi 2|. 

■Hf 

1 L Strix nana. — N ob. in Zoological Journal lii. 427 , . 

Sir. fiisco brunnmt fronie nuchd alisque albo-notatisy guM albdy 
cauddfasciis Jrequentibm rvjls noiald. 

The total length is inches ; of the bill J inch ; of the wing^ 
irorn the carpal joint to the extremity of the fourth quill feather, 
3| inches ; of the tail 2| inches ; of the tarsi 

^^/i. — Three other species of this genus Spix are in the collec- 
tion which appear to be new. 

12. Hirundo.— S p.* 

1^. Hirunoo. — S p."^ 

14. HrRoNoo. — Sp.* 

* Three distinct species of swallow, very much resembling the 
Hritish species,-— Hit. nistica, urhica^ and riparuu 
Strait of Magalhaens. 

15. Turdus MAGJBLtANicus. — Nob. in Proceedings of Zool. Soc. 

Tnrd. corjwe^ grisescenii Qlivacco, subtns pnUide rufoscailiy 

capita suprdiji^^i^igibnsf cmtddque Jusco^airis guld^albaf f usco-^atro 
Hncatd* ’ 

Strait of Magalhaens, 

16. SvNAtEAXM Nob. in Proeecdii^ of Zool. Soc. 

Ay». supra bruniiea p^mts ta medio Jitsco latil striatrs, trcfricthus 

alarum itmiie mbiu^ cimrea ; rectficibus 

lalerahbus admargisiem extefmm^fms^^alarmi,rufis. Statura. 
Sptt- Spinteavdai, . 

• r?. StiviA 3rt^tCAU»x.~Lat1taiQ. 
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1 8 . SitviA DOBSAi. ifi*~Nob. itt Zool. Jotirn. ifii* 428 A 
Si^L nigra, dorso scapularibusipte rufis, remigihus rectricibusquc 
Juscis. ^ 

The length from the end of the bill to that of the tail is 4 ,J 
inches* 

10 . Silvia obscoha.— N ob. in 2 ooL Joum.'iii. 420 . 
corpore unicolore fusco^iigro, alk hrevibus roiuttdaiu caudd 
brevi, pedihns elongaiis,Jbrtibus pal lidis- 

The length from the a2)ex of the bill to that of the tiiil in 4| 
inches ; of the wing,from the carpal joint to the end of the fom i li 
<|uill feather, 1| ; of the tail ; of the tarsi 

20, Troglodytes, Pursa, Veillot, 

21 . PRiNGrLLA.-.-(Several species, probably new.) 

22 . Sturnits Militaris. — L in. 

Mot ACI LL A TATACnONIC A. — Li n. 
Patagonian warbler of Dixon's voyage. 

23, STUHNUs.—Sp. (black) Leistes sp. Vigors. 

’ 24 . Dendrocolapteb aljjo-gulaiiis. 

Nob, in Proceedings of Zool. Soc. 

Dend, corpore supra, ubdwninisquc laterihus, rufo hr u turns , rntu^ 
gibus sccnwlariis^ dorso ivio, cauddqm rvjis ; mandihula ^ 

ad basim, guldy jagulo, pectore, ahdomincquc vmlio^ allds, turju: 
phmis brunncd ad apicetn marginatis ; rostra sursuvi recurvo. 
Length '6 inches, — Strait of Magalhaens. 

^S. PsiTl'ACUB smaragdimis.— G n^jd. 

26 « PslTTA<!ARA LERTOTfllYNCA. 

Nob. in Proceedings of Zool. Soc. 

PfitL viridls: JhmiCy strigd per otyuhs, caud&gae ni/is : capitc 
abdignine mo rufo,^ variegatis ; mandthnW mtperhri chugntu, 
graciUmd* ‘ 

Statura,— *jp 4 «/L LicMimsieimi ieqkalis. 

: MAOKLijmionB,^-^Nob* in Zool. Jou^, in- 

capUe cristato ttlbo nolaifs. 

Capiit mg^^ffrpitemmtoque co^incis. 
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fte of the bird from the tip of the bill to the extremity 

of the tail is 17 inches; of the bill 2J; of the wing, from thecaqial 
joint tp the foiflrth quill feather, 8J; of the tail 7^ ; of the tard 1| ; 
of the external hind toe, the nail included, 2. 

Strait of Magalhaens. 

28. Picus MELANOCEPHALU8. — Nob. in Proceedings of Zool. Soc. 
Pic, capite corporeque supra wigm, hoc alho macidato ; pcctorr 
, ahJmiineque albis^ ilia alho Unealo, hoc alho Jasciato- 

Lengtli 6 or 7 inches.^ — Strait of Magalhaens and Chihie, . 

29, 'Mellisuoa Kingii, — V igors in Zool. Journal, iii. 4.32. 
Ornisynya scphauoides . — ^Lesson c t (iarn, 

MelL supra metallic^ inridisj infra alba clridi variegata, vertice 
spkndidc rubeo, rectricihus acinninatis. 

This bird was found in the Strait of Mngalhaens, si> Lite in the 
\H?ar as the month of May, when it was seen flying in a snow- 
squall. It seemed regardless of the cold, and so long as ihefnthsia 
and x'^eromca were in blossom, so long <lid this hitherto sappos<?d 
to be delicate little bird, remain to cull their sweets, or rather to 
prey upon the insects which buried themselves in the flowers; for, 
innocent as it seems, it is insectivorous. The bird was long km.>wn 
to naturalists, but was not described until Koveinber 1827, when 
Mr. Vigors described it, from a specimen transmitted by me to the 
Museum of the Zoological Society. It w^as found by MM. Lesson 
aud Garnot, on the coast of Cliile, where we also subsequently found 
it. M. Lesson described it in his useful little Manuel d’Omitho- 
logic, ii. p, 80, as above, and has given a detailed account. 
Had not Mr. Rigors previously described it, I should have had 
pleasure in it to Uieir description, and their excellent 

plate, in Lesson 'S Monograph upon the Trochilichu. 

JO. Trochilus Fkunandenhis.— N ob. in Proceedings Zool. Soc. 
f n)ck ferrugineo^^tt^ ; capitis verticc splmdentkcoccinto; remi- 
gibus fuscis,, . 

Length, 5 incW 

Island of Juap Fernandez, South Pacific. 

31. rRocHiLtia Stokesii. — ^N ob. in Proceedings of ZooL Soc. 
drocL eorparii viridi'^splefMiente, snhius allm vlmH^gntlaio ; ^ 
<apife ftizulino^sjdmdMi^^s / 
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refnigibusfmco^atris / remigum omnium, mediu e^eej^is, jpcjgtftWf w 
iniernis album 
Length 5 inches. 

Island of Juan Fernandez. 

Hvlactks , — Ninmm genus, Megapcdio affine. 

Chnracteres Generici, 

Rostrum snbelongatumy sithtenue^ apice suhemarginato : narifnis 
hasalihus^ longiiudmalilms, memhrnnd subtumescenti piltsquc per 
medum Imigltudinern tectd, 

Ala*, hrevisshntv, rotundahe ; retnige Sta Imgismnd. 

C{md(f., snbeUmgata, gradafa. 

Pedes, fortes * tarsh stdudongalis, in Jronlc scntellatls ; digit is 
unguibusque elov gaits, kic Jhrthrilms subemnpressis ; hulluce Ihr- 
tisshno, incumbcfite. 

This genus appears to have some resemblance to AOI , Quov 
and Gaimard's genus Megapodius : but no specimen of it being in 
this country, and my bird difiPering in essential points! from it'-^ 
generic chaJ'iicters, particularly in the length and form oftlio^wiiigs. 
which in my bird are rounded, and so short a« not to reach bevou J! 
the base of the tail, 1 have formed it into a new genus, for vh.ii l. 
the term IJylactes (from its note, wdiicb very nuiclirescniblc.’i tJir 
sharp bark of a dog) has l>€en selected. 

32. Hyj^AOTKS Tajrnii. — N ob. in PrcKreecIings of Zool. 8o<\ 
HyL saturate fusc<hbrnnne}is ; fronte, dorso, tthdontinnpie ryfs, hm 
fusco JasciaU^ 

At Chiloe ami Pm t Otway, in the Gulf of Penas. 

The specific name I have selected is in compliment to Mr, John 
Tam, surgeon of the Adventure, to whose attention, in procuring 
and preserving numerous specimens in ornithology, I am greatly 
indebted. 

33. SmoTHEO Rhea.— L in. (223.) 

' The American ostrich. Maldonado. 

34. CoEOiifBA Fjt 55 Royii. — N ob. in Procedd^^ of Zool Sm - 
CoL rinaceu ; alis, dorso imo, caud&quc flumlielfi hujns fascia remi- 
gibusque airism^chw plumis viriiU-spleftdentibm ; fascia ocdpd(fh 

albd. 

:|:i the woods of Childe. 

. to Captoio Ro^rt .®^y» wtosuccewted to the 

of U.M.S. Bcag]* Ajpon €8ptajii Stokes. 
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SSr CaLVMBA MSRIB10NA7AS. — ^Nob* in ZooL Journal, iv. 9f>. 

CoL brunne»c€ntl^plumheay mhtus rn/eseeriif; mUilaterihut purpnrm 
nitare spk%denlibus^ genu pmnisquc svcundarm nigro jnavulatu^ 
rhtricihus apice griseo fascidque mb^apicaU mgrfu 

Length, 9| inches. 

36* Ahdka.— S p. One of tlie night bitterns, 

37. Audba Major. — B onat., E. M. 1148. 

Port Otway^ Gulf of Penas. 

38, Isrs Mel anopis.— Bonat, E. M. 114*8. 

Port San Julian. 

In the £3ncy. Meth. the length of the bird is stated to be 2\ 
inchtts, but in the Diet. tVHktoire Naturelle 27 inches is given, 
which is correct. 

39. To'immuk Fuscus ? 

40. ScoT/OPAX MAGELLANictrs. — Nob, in Zool. Jour, iv. 93. 

ScoL supra hritnnmtSy rujh fulvo uigro< 7 vr muadatus vndvfaiustptf ; 

ahdominc medio alho ; pcdorc. hninneo ridoqm sporm ; t arsis 
breinhus. 

The length of the bird from the front to the end of the tail is 
inches ; of the beak ; of the wing, from the carpal joint to 
the end of the quill feather, 5 ; of the tail 2.f ; and of the tarsi l^h. 

Strait of Magalhaeiis. 

41. Rhynch.®a Occidbntaeis. — N ob. in Zool. Jour. iv. 94. 

Rhi/nc. supra hrunneiiy rapilv summo pvciore allsque saturaLioribus, 

Julm undulata sirigalaque j ahdomine, macvul utrinque pccforutl, 
macHltsq%ie alarum^ aUnSy slnngd frontali brunimi. 

The length of the bird from tlie ft>rehcad to the end of the tail 
is seven inches ; of the bill 1^- ; of the wing from the carpal joint 
to the extremity of the first quill feather, ; of the tarsus 
of the tail 1|. 

Strait of Ma^^iilhaens. 

This bird may^ considered as one of the most interesting acqui- 
»itions made in ^ur voyage. The singular and strongly marked 
genus has been !Btherto considereil peculiar to the Old World ; 
and two specie^s only having been disajvcred, an additional species 
from the New Wrwrld is an important accession tp science. The 
form of pur Magellanic bird acoords aceorately with that of the 
Old World specie% being distinguished chkfiy 
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rior length. The general appearance of the plumage also jb similar^ 
altliough it possesses sufficiently distinctive characters to authorize 
this species being separated from the other. 

42. Il vnLus Setosus. — N ob. in Zool. Journ. iv, 94. 

Ralh supra hrunnens^ tlorso aUsque nigro notatis, suhias plumhms ; 

remlgibus prim arils rectricibusque fusris^ his saiuratkirihus ;fiouic 

tsehm. 

The length of the bird from the forehead to the extremity of the 
tail is 10 inches ; of the bill 1 j 5 ; of the wing, from the carpal 
joint to the end of the second quill feather, -1^ ; of the tail 3; of 
die farsus 1|'. 

43. Rallos ANTABCTrcos. Nub. in Zool. Jour. iv. 95. 

RalL supra hn/»nrijs, ?tigro strigatus ; suhtus plumbeuSy Jonorum 

trclricihus crlssoquc afrist albo-fasciatis. 

The length of the body is 7^ inches; of the bill ; ofthr 
itingf from the carpal joint to the end of the ihcoikI t^uill teatlun , 
3^ ; of the tail, 1 1- ; of the iurstis | 

44. FiiiiiCA ounouopoiDKs. — NoM.in Zool. Joorn. iv. 05. 

FuL capUc, colL supei iore^ caudaque alrh ; carport rvlhjno ahv-- 

jmcOi crisso alho* 

The length of the body is 15 inches; of the bill .ho 

wing, from the carpal joint to the extremity of the second quiil 
feather, 6| ; of the tail 3 ; of the tarsi 2. 

45. FtTLicA (MLLiNULOiDEH. — Nob. iji ZooL Jour. iv. 90. 

FuL dlro-fttsca ; dorso saturatiorc^ capite o/ro, guld aUHfmiatd 

crUso albo, rostro augusloj injroniern pa rum extendcnle, 

14, CuiONia ALBA.— Forster. 

Sc<m at Cape Horn, and at sea, four hundred miles from the 
neatest land. Captain Foster, of II.M.S. Chaiiticil^r, suw son^e i^iv 
South Shetland. ■ 

47. IIcEMATGPUS'PALLiATUS. — Tcmminck. 

Strait of Magaliiaens. 

48. il(KMATOPU8 LKUCOPUS.r— Giun. 

s|3ecies of wereii frequently seen or; 
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the shores of the Strait ; the latter appears to answer the descrip- 
tion of M. BongainvUlc. See lesson, Manuel d'Ornitliologie^ ii. 30. 

49, CiiARAimias PLuvxALis . — Vnu 

Not to be distinguished from the golden plover. 

50. CffAiiADRius KUBECOLA. — Nob. in ZooL Jour. iv. 9G. 

(pmr* capifc mnufto, dorsOy alts, cauddqiie .mpra grisemivtl-fusds, 
i/wrace nnchaqvc pallidc griseu ; pcclore rufo^ collari .subpedondi 
nigro ; frontc^ siriga supercilutriy oMumine, crissOy recindbusque 
lalitra I / hiu a Ihis* 

The length of file body is inches ; of the bill ; of the 
wing, from the carpal joint to the end of tlie first quill feather, 
of ; of the tail 3 ; of tJie tarsr I 4 . 

Mountains of tlie Strait r>f Magaliiaens 2,000 feet alxive the 
level of the sea. 

51. VANELLU8CAYANKNSIS. — Kucy. BIcth. 1073, pi. 57, fig. 2 . 

Maldonado, Kivor Plato. 

52. PoninEPS. — Sp. 

Very much resembling P. minor. 

53. PonicEPS. — Sp. 

54. PoDicEPS LEUCOPTEKVt^. — Nol). ill /ool. Jour, iv. 101. 
Pod, citpiie (vlloque syperiorilms Jiigri.v, guJu grue<h-albfddy col/o in^ 
Jeriore rvjo ; dm.^io j'liJicO'idro ; ahdovibic dngflquc lulu alarum 
a Ib is, 

The length of the body is 20 inches ; of the bill 3 ; of the wing, 
from the carpal joint to the apex of the second quill fe,aiier, 7 | ; 
of tlie tarsi 2. 

55. Ai»:tekodytks BIagellanica. — E. Bleth. 

56. Ai-TENOi;yTEs ciiiivsocoMK. t — A young bird, 

57. Pri alacrocorax NiGKE. — Nob. in ZtHil, Journal, iv. lOL 
PhaL infois^ niger^ circulo angusto ah oculis desce7idcnU% mandiha^ 
lasqui' circumcing&nte, paucisque genarnm ^apitlsquv plMmis albis. 
The length of the bird is 31 indies; of the bill* of the 
wing, iHim tho carpa^^ extremity of tlie thir^ :qiiiU fca- 
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thcr, 11 ; qf the tail ; of the tar$i 2. The Wdes a feltie 
green ; the pupils black* 

Tliis bird is probably D’Azara's black Zaramagull<trf (No* 432 of 
his Birds of Paraguay), but it has not hith^to been detorib^^ 

■ S' ' • 

58. Phalacrocorax atricjsi’S. — N ob. in Zool. Journiil, iv. 1C®. 
Phal capita xupi^a vorporeqiie superiare atris, inferhre albo; toHm 
pedibusqne Jlavescmtibus, rectricibus duodedm. 

Tile dimensions are nearly the same as tliosC of the last bird^ 
except those of the bill, Avhich is a quarter of an inch longer. 

59. Phalacrocorax cirkiger. 

PhaL supra f^sco^grinWf suldus aUtuha / pda, rtrroqne Imgitudl- 
7Utii per coUum u/riaque tiesemdmh^ albis; rmtro pcdlhnsqut 
nibris ; recirici bi s quai uordevim. 

The length of the body is 26 inches ; of the bill 3/^ ; of tlie 
wing, from tlie carpal joint to the extremity of third quill feather, 
10 ; of the till 6 ; oftlie tarsi If. 

60. Phalacrocorax nirERiAtis. — Nob. in Proceedings of 
Zwdogical Society. 

rhal,capite cristabh (ollo imirriori, corpoTeqnc supra rnttus^pur* 
parch; alh scapidarilmsqur t'tridi atrh; rmtigibns redrii'^- 
tmsqnc dumlecim Jusc'if-atru ; cor pant suhtuSy fascia alariou, maai- 
Mqae. dorsi medii sertcro-alhis ; rmtro ni^ro ; jHuUbus JlavasrA H- 
tibus^ 

StaiuKu^Pkal, carbwiu. 

Hah , — Iiktericr Sounds of Western Patagonia. 

6 1 . Phalacrocorax Sarmientonus. 

Pkat, capite, coRo, dorsoque imo atro^parpiircu i pedore abdimc- 
myae albh ; dot so ttcuptilarihusy uSsque mridhatru ; 

remigihus rccirkibumpte diwdccim atris ; fpdd, genisfhtfof'tmqur 
tcdricibm mtjicri/mhtu alba-notath ; rot^o ^mgm; pcdibas jla- 
trscmlibust 

Staiurd prcvcedetUU. 
jStrait of MaigaUiaens. 

dfi P^kLACHOeottAt ERVTHftOEo.-— Nob. in Proc€!edings < ^ 
..Mv )f ' ■ Zoobgkol Scw&sty. ■ 

gmm par^ rubra; 
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remigi^usjf Tectrmbm duodedm, roitnHjue mb^brevi airi»j pedibm 
^flavesi:etdibm* 

Siat^rd pwido mvior praxedenlibus duobui* 

■ <1 ' ■ 

6 S; I 4 AIIU 8 H^EMATOEHYNCIIUS. — Nob. lu Zool. Jouro* TV. 103. 
Ikt^^mrpre plmnbeo^grueo, dor so medi/y alisque. nigris, his albo 
notaiU ; rostra pcdlhusque sangnineis. 

Thelength of the. bird is 18 inches; of the bill 2 ; of the wing, 
frdm the carpal joint to the end of the first quill feather, 13 ; of tlic 
tail 6 ; pf the tarsi 2. Irides green Bilvcry colour, pupil dark. 

‘ 64. Lar(ts f 

fip. LAUiiii iiiniBUNinrs ? 

GO. Lestjus oa r a h huoc t ^6 ' 

07. PRoriu.r.AiiiA gigantra. A youug bird. 

63. Prockllauia rAPENSiy. 

This l)eautiful, but well-known petreb was, of course, ouv con- 
stant coiup«anIon on all occasions of our being at sea, and was 
particularly numerous off the entrance to the river Plata, feeding 
probal>ly upon the exuviic that drift out wilti the current. One 
being taken with the hook, wm killed, and in its entraiU several 
STuall fragments of granite were found mixed with the haU-c\ig*'steil 
food. A remarkable ifistaiu'e of the n atural habiU of this Inrd has 
httely come to my knowledge, which deserves to be recorded. 
The late Mr. George FniiTowl, surgeon R.N., on his retun\ from 
South Wales, in the year 1831, caught one of these birds, 
and let it go, with a ribbon tied round the bmly, by which it was 
easily disti^^iidhed ; the bird W'fts thereby observed to follow the 
ship, from day to day, for the space of 5,000 miles. 

60. Prqcei..i*aria BsHAHm* 

70. PnoCEttAlilA of Mvisignano. 

Tkalti4$idmmu Wilsonnii — VigotJ*. 

71. DxOMEDEA KXt:LAN>, 

7S. Cv^lffliaAHAtOlDKt^ 

( ygw* ud apicem nignis ; 

qm rubrk^ Ulo iJkrmh nuibi* ^ . 
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Interic|r Bounds on the ^est coast of Patagonia, 

Moliiiii describes a Chilian diick^ anas coscoraha, thus : /I. rOHro 
extretm dilatato riyiurtdaUy ; corpore alho ; but T do no^t think }|t^ can 
be the same as mine^ or he would have noticed its 
bill. It certainly is not A. enndidm^ of Vidiot ; the 
of D'Azara, which the imthor of the article in the 
Nat. xxiii. suj>poses to be the one and the same wit3i A* cosdtifiiha^ 
IMolina gives but a short description of that bird. 

73. A.vsku iNOUNATcs. — Nob. in Proceedings of Zool. Society. 
Mas. Ails, olhus : dorso infi'rioii^ cauda, Ja.sclis nucfitv diirsupie 
super^oris'Jhi orumqne ircfric/ii/f , pteromailhus, rrmi^ihicsiptv o.tn.s : 
rasiro ni^ro, jfrdlbii,s J(avrAt 07itibus. Fa»m. Caplic co/dhp/f' rr/w/V. ; 
ilorso supi ' dtri ( orpe,/ c(p:tnttJt‘riori aUds^ niy^ro a}nh ^iiin ^a^ciaii^^ ; 
durw imo r/ />//>/ 4// .y, rcdrivihiiSipie nip^t is ; p/Uis spi ridoqiii! (dfds ; 
ii{ rs is s fi hvUmga i is. 

Strait of .MagaHuicns. 

74*. Mirnoi’TEUna BUArxivrTRKtrc*. — Qnf>y anti Oaimard. Z.;oL 
del’ Uranic, pi. 39. 

Oidnnia pr//t?c/jowiVv?.— Nob. ZooU Journal Jv. lOO. 

A a ns h hpiAtra. — Laihnm. 

Racehorse. — Cook. — Byron. 

Micropi. supra fdambm^griscscens, nhdomine dlbcscentc spixuL) 
aUtrvm aiiio ; rostra iuieo ; vngiu! ntgro. 

75. Mickoptkjbos Patacxioxicus. — N ob. in ProceedingK of Zool 

Soc. 

Micropt. sujyrn phnidw grucscetis ; guld scapula ribu sqm: ruh.\ 
cefMfiu ; abdcnninc specnloque alarum alhu ; rcslro virescend- 
nigro, nnguc nigra* 

Smaller ilian M* hrach^yptcrus. 

This bird having a siruilicr body than tin- !*> enabled n> 
fly ; which with the acapubtra and the feaihers of the throat beii g 
of a redilcr hue tlnin those of M* //rocAyplfhw, authorizes its being 
cutuidered as sjvec ifically new. 

76. Anab Orn. ii. 8.%. 

/inm bild has a wide range m the South American continent 

the Riirer FiUta. S^t of scvtr.ii 

^ Western Coast, as fsor 'iij^ as ChSi^. 



Diefet^jSist. 
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77* Anas ctitloekbib* — N ob. in Pfooeedings of Zool. ^iocietj. 

4n^ frmkf gmis, alnhimne^ urrypyi^iOy picKmatihusque (dhu / cnpUe 
, pdiderwrif^ colh, dorm mferioriy ptllu^ remigibusqne primariisy 
; dor so superior iy pecioreque fusco d aUxtfasciaits ; 
ct iertih scaptdanhusqve niiide afrisy his 
; abdominis interilms cynsmpie rufescenlihus ; siriga 
pOS^ Ocuhsy hid splendide purpHrascaiti>*viride, 

J^eiigth about IG iiichos. Island of Chiloa 

7S. Anas — Nob. In Prri(T('flings of Zoob Soc. 

An, ^nldy gvnis, coUo< pr.ctore, dorsoque ffulrriori paUidc hadiis ; caih 
grm inter undulaio: pectorc dor soqur ante riori afro macr/iaia ; dorsi> 
ahdornift€(ptc imi\\ rrisso, caaddqne afhis uhp'o Jasrmfis' ; dor A 
fascAs tails, abdominis graviUunus, randtr oihlniiorlhas, vrlssl 
sparswt 7vndn}alh' ; capiir snpni, ninlpHots, scaped crlhiistfi.tr vlrrs^ 
crtfll^af ris : hln atbo In nn-dlo ilnerJis ; frt pof nibro-ranis, 

fascia a pleat i a/bu ; sprcuh supra viridi, drinda j air pump fasAd 
fdrd apice olho tcrmhmld, 

Sfafura Anatis rrcccoldisy Nob.* 

Strait of Magalbnons. 

79. Anas Rapfi.esii. — Nub. in Zool Jour. iv. 97. 

An, caslaneo-nifay vapite abdominapic vuAio safnrutiorfous ; volts 
dorsi, remigibuSf caudd supra, ct isstHiuc niipd^ ; ^dilis carulas, 
plvnmjailhiis allASf spu ulo atarutn r/iridi. 

A figure of the bird ie given in the supplementary plates of the 
Zool. Jour. Supp. XXIX. 

Iiength, 20 inches. 

Strait of Magalhi^ens, and Western coast to ( ‘liiioe. 

This Injautiful bird bears the iiawne of the late Sir J, StamfortI 
llaflles, to whose exertions the science of Zoology y under no 
trifling obligation* 

A’ 

80. Anas »P!KCtTi4A«ia.— Nob. in Zool. Jour. jv. 98. 

Av, cajinte minmOy dtnrsoy ailSy caudiiquc nigris : suhtus patfulif 
gTumSy peeiore brunnm undnlalo : spcaifo laio purpurma nU- 
aureo ^lefuknle^ Jajmd o/ni atlerdquv athd marginafo : Piarutd 
utrmqm ihvraecquc albis. 

The length of the U 26 inches ; of Utc bill ; of the ving. 
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from the joint to the extremity of the second quin ibather, 
ii ; of the tail 6 ; of the /ar»i ' 

31. 'Anas spiscuz^ARioinns* — Nob. in Zool. 

Aiu capite summo carporeque mpra fiacut: tubius poUM^jpi^^eus, 
pectore rufo-hrunneo fwtcioU^ : renUgihus^ crisso, reciri^U^te 
atria: spectdo subapgmio fntrfMrasceniUmriv splmd^mt/ii^f fitscid 
aird, allerdque apkaH aibd* 

Hie length of the bird is 24 inches; of the bill 2^ ; of tlie wing, 
from the carpid joint to the extremity of the second quill feather, 
10 j ; of tJie tail 6 ; of the taram' 1 
Strait of Magaihaens. 

This is the common duck in the vicinity of Port Famine, and in 
the winter uiontlis is excellent eating. 

82. Anas ckeccoiuks — Nob. in Zoo]. Jour. iv. 99. 

An, paiiide brunnect^grueus^ Jasco sparsus mdftUisiiiu’ ; ihrw u*>Uy 
jdUixque fusets, his apice rufo ; specuh tfigro, f htvo nuirgbmiu. 
The length of the bird is IGJ inches ; ol* the bill ; of the wing, 
from the carpal joint to the extremity of t^lie second quili featheiv, 
f tara^ja l\. 
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SHELLS. 

CxnKHrP61>A, CoiifCHIFERA, mA Mollitsoa, 
fomcil by the Officers of I-LM*S. Adventure 
6 ;^ employed between the years 1826 and 18 S 0 in 
«i^|i^p|p^'tlxe Southern Coasts of South America, including tine 
Stnut of Magalhaens and the coast of Tierra del Fuego. By 
. Captain Phillip P. King, ILN., P.ll.S., &c., assisted by W. J. 
Broderip, Esq., (From tlie Zcxilogicid Jourmd.) 

The testacea, of which the following paper is a descriptive list, 
were principally collected upon the coast of South America ; and, 
upon my arrival in England, were submitted to the exauiinatiou 
of Mr. ^orge Sowerby ; who very obligingly iiolected the unde- 
scribed species from the collection whicli had been formed under 
my 8 U[>enntendence by tlie Ohicers of H.M.S. Adventure and 
Beagle, employed under my command in surveying the southern 
coast of South America. 

To these gentlemen I am greatly indebted for the unwearied 
assiduity which they at all times ^splayed, and for the extent 
of the collection in this, as well as in other departments of Natural 
History. 

In the description of the species I have had the benefit of the 
jidvice and assistax 3 |!|^ of ray friend Mr. Broderip ; and to his 
knowledge of the «^|ject, and the attention which he has devoted 
to my collection, 1 owe in a great measure the paper which I have 
now the satisfaction of presenting to the public through the 
medium of the Zoological Journal. 

Upon examining my specimens, Mr. George S<»werby fouud that 
he possessed several species not in ray collection. These Inul bt*<‘u 
obtiiined during the voyi^e, and had Iwn purch^ised from some 
of the crew by Mr. handsomely put his uccpiisitions 

into my hands for descriptl^. 

; 1. PaiTTAccsw 

Syn. Upitt Paattia^ 1., 223. 

B. fejtti n«ii, hn^iudmalit^^r 

oprm//o transvenlm 
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profu9^ sulcatOf lineix elevafia cre^iTrimi jdicath ; mlw pOS^is 
valde productiSf acmninaiu^ ^ 

Habitat tui oras Conceptions et imulam Cbililki^r^ 
nosL, Hroderipf 

This cirrhiped which, at Conceppion dc Chile, is ffegja^ly 
found of a larger size than inches long and d| in diaiKi^ter, 
fonivs a very common aiid highly esteemed food of*the jnutives, 
by w honx it is colled PicOy from the acuminated processes of tlu' 
two posterior opercular valves. The anterior and posterior oj)e?- 
ciilar valves, when in contact, present some resemblance to a 
parrot \s beak, whence Molina's name. It is also found very abun- 
dantly at Valdivia and at Calbacci, near the north end of llu 
island of Chiloe.- It occurs in large banclies, and present*) some- 
what of a caetiis-Hke appearance. The parent is covered by 
its progeny, so that large briinches are fuxnui composed ol 
from fifty to ime hundred distinct individuals, eadi of which 
liecomes in its turn ihtf foundation of another colony. On*, 
specimen in the possession of my friend W. J. Brodcrip, Es(j,, 
consists of a numerous gfoup based on two large individu;;!-,. 
Tlicy are cullca.icd by Inang chopped off with a hatchet. At Coi: 
cepydon, wheia* they are found of larger size than to the i^outli 
ward, they are principally procured at the laland of Quiriquin . 
wlii{dj lies across the entrjince of the bay; whence thty ^cri 
exported in large quantities to Valpitraiso and Smuitigm ile tdui, , 
where they arc* considered ju a great delicacy, and indeed w^’J h 
some justice, for the flesh equals in richnm mul delicacy ih 
of the crab, wdrfch, Avben boiled and eaten cold, it vcryinMiJi 
resemble;. 

2. llf.MrNius? LEAoaUt^ 

E* athiddf trurtcaid^ hmi^Uudinnliter striate} ^ tadUs crdH'rnr.a' 

hHfritn linniilvr xiibKlrmiu; aperenlo ad bami immvndni stria{<». 
(pfiidrijtarilU} ; /a/. | ^ 

Hafntai. In Mmev Geo* d nod, 

S. SCACPEM.OM eAEICLOiSUM. 

[Hdnncuh creborrimi papUkm ; testd lotm mU^ (ympresstt ; htr 
mmiw} H ; A pf^lttncnli ; /«/. fMt 

AtnpUf Gray, in 
'Voyajf<\-^K<k. 
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Hahiiat mare aUo circa arcs Paiagonicas* G. 

Smerbg^ 

T^teen by ai*tjr^gc in 40 fathom water^ olF the coast of South 

and found adhering to a Tere- 

PnoLAs Chiloknsis. Molina* 

P, teHA eUmgatd positice cnmto~roiimdatd, costiff jmticis dmfaio^ 
9 fi.uricaits ; anticb ulicnuaia striis iransversh pixHic^ undato^ 
vniricaiini a^dicb ttiulids ; loL 5 : kmg. 2 ; puff. 

HahiUU adinsulam Chihci, Mus, Bnt,, noaU^ Broth, SsU>h\s» 

Some doubt has been thrown upon the cxhtuncQ ol’ this shell, 
notwithstanding the desci iptioii of Molhin. A species very nearly 
approaching it, if not identical wag found at 11 io de Janeiro j but 
rvs only single valves were obtained, and Uu^se were in a very im- 
perfect state, I have not ventured to oluiracteiise it~ 

The M>rt parts of Phdtu Chihk'itds are eonsidered very delicate 
by the inliabitants of the Island of Childe, by whom the aainial k 
called Co-mes.*' They are found in great abandance at low water 
ijabeddcKl in the near Sandy Point, at San Carlos dc Childe* 

5* 3olkn «cam»kttw. 

S. festd fmeari suhredd exiremiUdihu^ suhrotmtdoiis ; cardbtr hnlen*- 
into; /cwg. 1^ ; ial, 

Hahitnt ad Patagimm ora^ Orienfaka (Sea Bear Bay ). Mm. m\sh 

6, AnaTINA KLLIPrJCA. 

A. tesid eUlpticdj subtemii, (runxt^erdtft strintd, adUi sub’^trnneuid, 
epuhrmidr: fmdl, Umui ; Awg. If ; 

HaliUU ad oraf AtUardkas (New South Shetland). Mus* BnL, 
mat. 

This shell was fomid at New South SheUand, by Lieutenant 
Kendall, of his Majesiy-s sloop, Chanticleer^ by wdmm it was 
presented to me, 

, -Mactba %ovhtil 

M. icHd suhtn^^i^ lumui4, sn&}4tl>i, fuleo^sqmdhkl^ mim oihih 
(kdibus laierulibu$ long. 2; lai. 2|; poll 

^lalninl (Port Famine). Mm. Bril, 

Brod , . ■ ' 't/. 

Ihis shelb w^aa alnmdanee oil the flat of sandy 

niud, ^hidi lhin Port Famine, and 
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vduablii, article of fend to tJhe sbip^ft eompsia^y^ paHicilbriy during 
the witter iiicsxths, when sea-birds and game were not to be pto- 
curedi and the fiah had deaerwd *1 have named^it^ in iiUMlon 
Ui ita aiSwding ua a grateiuh at well at seasonable^ of desh 
food. . , 

8. Erycjna SoLR^oinas. 

jK. te$(4 xubelUpiicd, traimersim crebernm& mhstriatAi albiM^ rpi- 
dermule fuJico^grhed ; long. 1 panlo minujt; lot. 2 ; polL 
llahilat infreto MageManko (sandy mud flats of Port Famine), 
iMns. BrU^t nosL, Brod> 

9. TBLLlKinKB ROSACEA, 

T. festA suhingonAyplanulfdA^ strih cmicentrkis errberrimix ; long, 
lot. ; poll. 

Habitat ad lUlora Brasilm (Santos).^ Mus. nnjtt, 

10 . Venus iNFi.ATA. 

V. iestnrotund/itAf coHcetdrice mbstrinli^ nlhente, inttfif ulbtU lunul l 

obsokJd ; long. lat. IjJ ; polL 

Habitat in freto Magellanico (Port Famine). Mux. noxt. 

\ 

11. Vent?» antiqi/a. 

V. testd sulh^ovaliy convexiusculd^ creherrime concellatiU xukpfsru 
intus alhidd ; lunuld cordatd ; long, 2| ; lat. S ; poll. 

Obx. in junwribus, strm imnsversis concAmtneis rb^vath, nculis. 
Habitat ad litiora occidentaUa Valagmd^s (Gulf of Penas and 
vicinity). Mux. Brii,^ noxt., Brod. 

r 12 . ArCA ANOtn.ATA. 

A. testd tranxvcrsd, mbcordaUhquadraid, intm fnsco-vidasanfc; 
latere oi»/iro ekvaio^ undulaiim Umcliaio^ poxtko rotith - 

tlalo/ umbmibm valdi rmmdU, atrd cardinali tnaxmdy xtrintu * 
margine hkmtes /oag. 1| ; poll. \ 

i/a6t/a/ ad Juan Fcarnandea* Mat. ^ 

This shell was dre^|^ up from 80 Water in the oftin^ 

of Qimberlaiid Bay^ at Juim Pemandea;; it , was attached to ? 

. of coral# ; 

is broad and smootli,. ^ markinga; tlie 
rather wide;i and the ^twor of the shell ns< > 
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daieribed itouj a routided form; the bows or front being rather 
elegi^tly and finely lamellated in a wavy form; the colour of the 
hiiigeiait/Od» *iaid tiie inside is g^erall}' of a brownish purple ; iti 
sciiu^ it hav a m 

13. Arca pectinoides* 

A 0 mCrk^UUdf em'daid^, vcfUrhoosd^ rnulii-mstaidy iramvcrnvi 
slriatdf attdi ejAdenmide mjh nigricanU*, pilmd; tmhonibuft mh^ 

' (qjprvaimaiis, incur vata, margine crenulata; long. I ; laLi^ ; 
fM)lL 

llahiiat ad Rio de Janeiro. Mus, B it., mai., Bmd. 

14*, Nucula , striata. 

l>J\t€Std xtriafd, suhtumuM, craasd, mh-lrigond, alba; latere aniica 
jynuiuctiori, sub^rosiralo ; hmg. ^ ; lat. § ; jxdL 
Ual>it‘at in mari alio circa orns Paiagomcna. nosi. 

'rakcii by a dredge in W) fathoms water, 20 tnilt^s from the awisl 
of South America, in the neighbourhood of Port Su Elena, 

15. MoDfOLA srNeosA, 

M. tesid vefifricosdj suboi ata, longitudinadicr striatd ; intm iridea- 
cente, margine sinuoso, epiderpaide fused; hug. ; lot, \lfcr*' / 
poll. 

Hahilai ad littoru Brasi/ue (Santos). Mus. tmL 
16. Prcten Pataciionicits. 

tesid sub^a^quitmlvi, hrunmdy hngiiudmaliicr crthiTrippdt elcvaio- 
radiaid; inlus edhiddy (ongitudinaliter subo-radiaid ; iofig. 2| 
laL2^; poli^ 

Ohs. aurihus inecquaUbm* 

Habitat mjreio MageUamco passim. Mus* pmL 

17. PrCTBN VITREUJfip 

Pfjesid subwquivale^irajiiifil^ Imgkud&saika' pnulii-sHh aiu 
^^ukis conmsiis vahd mferimr. pallidupri; /wig. lA 

lot. 1^; imlL 

Obs. Auri&us ^loiqualih^ 

Habitat passim. Mus* nast. 

Thisithell i« the Wvet of the Fucus giganteu 

^md, with iii ^ food of the Summer or iRape«>hor] 

lick {Micfi^erus brtndfyptera and M. P&taichmica)', 
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JHabUai fid crai Ti«rra del Fuego et in frcto Magellanico. 

Mus* BrU^f Brod* 

Shell obloijg*ovate, and generally of a chestnut red, and the 
granftlose ligament black ; the colour of the younger spechnciis 
is brilliant, and sometinies interspersed witli yellow. Middle 
valves slightly toothed, and very delicately lineatt^d; the lines 
forming an'obtuse angle in the direction of the axis of the shell ; 
the lateral conipartinents are marked witli ilctpcT striata or gr<x)vc3, 
rnitliating from the upper angle to the base, which, crossing the 
transverse markings of tlie val ve, have a reticul'iteil appearance : 
the anterior and posterior valves are raduttni ith fsiic lines. 

This Chiton wa« discovered by Mi. Bowen, surgeon of the 
Beagle, by wdiom it was presented to me. I’he :?pecinn^n was 
sent home among a collection of Natural History, transinittetl in 
the year 1827. 

22 . FisstniELLA coAur vAiA. 

F» tcsld ovatfU fifUicS aUciiuatds^dct'alu ; rnrius jVctpn nFiLn s ; 

intiTni* virescefili ; fof aviinis margin*::, f^rfrrn^) jK.rt a mvilhtr,) 
into, sulxlenUiio ; ; /Vd. ; /?/^ ; pa/I. 

Uahiiat ad Porlum Praya, Mw.r. BriLy vnsL 

23. Hklix riuNsEncKNs. 

IL fcsld iranslacnife, Icrmrme irannH:nim sfi iatti ; 

ffnjraclu hasali Ihtrd htigUudimui casfinicd suh.fU'di.t Lu tutio ; 

long. ; lal. -jO, ; jxtll. 

Habitat ad Rio do Janeiro, Mm. Brit.^ nost..^ BnuL 

24. llzhjx »‘rsio. 

//. tv.Ktd rofunda^compianota, vreherrime Mnatdy translnccnfi . mru-itli 'i 
ornaid ; 

Uahkat ad JiXBXi Fernando*. M^ts. Ih iin, nosL, 

25. HkI.ICINA SOKDIOA. 

U, histd glafn^mh-wncideA unff'actibifs ndund^uis iungihidmaida 
.sfriatis; opercutd : hng^l pauh p/.vr; icf pauu* 

plm; jooll* 

Uahiiat ad Rio de Janeiro, Mm, BtiU, nmi. 

The colour of thia shell is of a dirty ydlowish white, with 
a ^iiight tinge tiblet within the ni^argiii of the lip. 

. llMk MSS, 

p. ^cstd 

inaf, iirdH trinw ifiibi 
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Habitat ad Partum PrayH^ (Citjiw 

n<)id* ' ' ‘ "■ ' ' ' ' " ' ' 

27. Bux^inub Gbavbbji» 

B, testd suhvmirieosdf longiiudimliier sfibmgosdi mibi»albiddy Jksco^ 
ffiaculaldy &pird kmgitadinaliler striaM ^ long^ 1|; Ud*\^ jmuUt 
fnintis / polL 

Habitat ad Valparaiso. Mns. nwtL 

I have named the shell aller my shipmate ami friend, Lieutenant 
Thomas Graves^ wJiose zeal and assiduity in assisting and increasiiig 
my coUectione of Natural History was as unwearied as the 
nlafrity and ability which he displayed in the prlmrtry and more 
im^rtant objects of the voyage, of which, in his Majesty’s ship 
Adventure, he filled the appointment of assistant survej cr. 
Tdcutenaitt Graves T am principally in<lehtcd for my land-shelhj, 
;md I therefore take the (ipportiinity of recording the vahuibic 
assistance he rendered me during the whole period of his servioi; 
under my conunand. 

UcLiNus Gn ivEsn, var. 

/?, /v.ytd subpi^ramidnliy mxthrd, albid/if aliquaudo hVfeohV rany . 
epldet^mUk lidesrrnte ; hm^, ; laL ^ J panto pUn\ polL 
IlahlUit V alparaiso, Mun. Brit*y msLy Brod. 

Thi.s is certainly i\ variety of No. 27, Bulinus Gravesii, 

29. Bumnus obntatus. 

B. fetid afUndracaiy piindaid^ $uh-dtaphandy Jusa) mamlatd ; .-/!. • 
lurd deuioidy { lauAiliam mentmde ; long. ; luL 
Hahilat ad oras BraAilm (SuCiitiivrmt^), Mus^ llrU.y nost. 

80. Bumnob LrTKBetSNB.— N o. liO, MSS. 

Ik Md ohmmtdy tmfricosdy subteabrd, iufescmfe; htta- l| ; 
U;pott, 

Habitat ad Maldonado (Gorriti). BriL^ mmt*, Brod, 

81. cobkvoatub^-^No. 941 MSS* 

B* ieM mhnJhidu, irunmtrtim ei hagUndii^itet' rugoso-fih'nft > 
fmcii, ftperturd purpufi^enHj cobamlt i 

fmrpiind j I| panh plw; /ft 41 ^ 

od Mhs. Brod* 

tli*i 

whorii;^ar€ whitish, with 
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wio^ m k«9 obedete : the old gpecimens are sometimes 
of a dull yellowish white* A specimen ie deposited in the British 
Museum* 

Tlie young shells of this species are of a whitish brown, with 
darker coloured striae. They are very fragile and semi-trans- 
parent* 

S2. Bclinus sordidob. — N o. 803 MSB. 

IS, JcM pyramidali, iramiierdm striala, Jusrd ; anfractu hmali ad 
* " suiuram ^ubalbido, Hnrd mtbeentried palluld ; I^bii vix rejlcxi 
marine affm ; long, ; laL | pofL 
Halitat ad Brmilimn (Rio de Janeiro). Mwy. vast, 

83. Bulinus MULTKmoH.*— N o. 70i MSS. 

JL ti'std trmto^p^ramidjlL hngUudhffditer ei tnnhSH rsim creberrlmc 
snhs'iriutdt hiiea-fukcd warulu allix vt pirrpurco-atris jHcatd ; 
lahlo Tosm mhrejkxo ; coluntdld ,mb(tlbid{i\ aperturd intus subniro- 
purimreA j long, ; lat, 

Uahiiai ad Bnmliafn, Mns. ihhst,y Sotf crhy, 

33.^ Bclini:?’ RosArEi>. 

B, testd (n)ato-obiongdy acabrinsculd : apiai ti anf^ocilbus primia. 
nhmcehy mderu viridi^fnsch ; labro alho ; snhtrh ctu:nulalh Jit'u' 
pUcaih ; long, ; lal, 1 ; pdl, 

Hahiiat ad oraa Ann^ruue mcndumalh (Chile). Mus. UriLy 
Brod,, Geo. Svfverhy, 

Soon after the return of the expedition, my friend Mr. Broderip, 
to whose inspection Lieutenant Graven had submitted his collec- 
tion, observing gymptomg of life in some of the shell » of tliis species, 
took means for reviving the inhabitants iVom tlidr dormant state, 
and succeedeiL After they had protruded tlieir botlit^, they were 
placed ujion some green leaves, which they fastened upon and ate 
greedily. These animals had been in this state for seventeen or 
eighteen montbr, and five months subsecjuenvly another was found 
tfiive in my coQe^lion^ so that tins last liad been nearly two years 

Whilst this sheet was priii ting, the Septemh^ nvrnhcr of the Annalos 
(ks Sciences made its appearance in Enfland/enununing adescriptkm 
of the above shall by M* Bandar by an axcaUent 

figure (Aiinalea des Naturellas, Bapf^bar Rfiil, p. 55* pi. 3, 

f. 1), It is 4utra % description I haw 

considered l>e©o altered hj , 

timt given 
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(lannatiU The ahelte wijre aJI jbo 
wherf? they livecl for eight months^ when they imfortunately all 
died within a few days of each othen Soon alter shells ^re 
first dejKisited at Mr* Loddige'Si one got away, and escaped d^cc- 
tion for several months, until it was at last^discovered in a state of 
hybernation ; it was removed to the place where the others were 
kept, when it died also. The upper surface of the animal when in 
health is variegated with ruddy S|iots and Streaks on an iish-coloured 
ground. 

34 . pARTtTLA KLAVKSCK!^, 

P. testd subfusiforviiy palUde jUmi^ interdinn casianed vrl jUivo cl 
C£i4kine() varid ; long. ; laL p/tuh jdus ; ;>«>//. 

Hdbitai adoras America merutionalis (Valparaiso). Miis\ IhlL, 
fwah, Brt)d. 

This shell varies in its colour almost as much as Bulinns air iun . 

35. A( HATiNA Dokki.lh. — N o. 413 IVISS. 

A. I raid s-uhalbiddf i ransrerxim subdriaid, anjraclu h^isali vetUrl.csj , 
long. panh plus ; 4ai. g ; poll. 

Hobital ad Lima. Mud. nod. 

36. AcUATIKA niAPlIANA. 

A. testd snbcyUnd raced, dmphanet, Iransversim .vtrlatd ; (omc 

/rtf. yj^ ; ffolL 

IJahilai ad irisulam Juarj Fernanda;?, in fmmiihns. Afav. 
nosf.^ Brod. 

37. Achatika ;-;THi(;ATA. — No. 402 MSS. 

A. testa diaphmdf subalbida, mleirimi: transcersim snhstriatu, d,- 
gis longUudhuilihus cadamis raris ,* anfi*u:iu huMui . 

long. paulo plus ; lut. paulo minuft ; polL 
UobiUU in paladUnu Brasilia (Santo Paulo). Mm. m$t. 

38. Acuatina fiOBniDA.~Ko.70B MSS. 

A. tesid subiUapfi'ind, subconied, af^aciu Imali pentrkoso ; Unr\ 
jKiulo plus ; lot ^paxtio plus ; poll. 

Habiiul ad Ih asUi&m (Rio de Janeiro)- Mu$. nost. 

39. Aohat^a Sgi^LOvn* , 

imiA i^lu^draced iranspersbas 7^., i 

I Sof.dt-' Esli-n.'. 
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I bAVe dedScated to iny friend, Dn Sellow, whose researches in 
Natural History for several years past in the interior of Brazil, are 
well known to the scientific world. 

«r , 

4-0. SUCCINEA FUACULIS. 

S, test^ avato^acutaf dutphana, veniricosdy trarm^ersim striaid, olliqu^ 
subrugOM ; spird hrevi ; long, paulo minus ; laU ; polL 
Uabitai ad imukun Juan Fernandez. Mus. BtiL, nosf., Brod, 

41. SuCClNEA PATULA. 

S, testd diaphand^ iransversim creler^ 

rijiie struda ; spird brevimma ; aperlurd poivild ; long, ^ paulo 
plus i laL ^ paulo plus ; poll. - 

f jabitat ad mxulnm %Tuan Fernrindez. 

Martn'DLa. Nof\ (hmis. 

Character Ocn rricus, 

TeslA mmio-producid^ suh-sofidd : (ipcrtnrd oval'h intcgnl : coin- 
wMi hidmiatdf et bmin vvrsax utiiplicidtl : di ntilus mugitis sah- 
ranotix connivadUmSf sapenorc naiximo ; open ul am nuUum* 

42. MARXNUi.A PKFITA. 

M, iesid o/natiypToduddi viridi^/used ,* an/racHbfis suh-tumidk ; spirX 
brevi } aperturd nigrlcanit ^ dentibus pUcthpje olbidis ; long^ ; 
laU ; polL 

Habitat ad hwilafn Chil6c. Muy, Brit,, nost., Brod„, (». Sower by. 
This animal, which I have tbonglu it to a^^sigri to a 

new genus, appears to have for its nearCvSt neJghl>t)Mrs the genera 
^firicula and Pedipes, It was found on the wcxiden piles >vhich sux>- 
port the mole in the Bay of San Carlos, in Chiloe. below thewasli of 
the liigh water. The mole stands out into the sea. and there k no 
IVesh water near it, save a very little rill, which discharges its tiny 
btre^un more than fifty yards off. 

43. !4tMK.«A piArHANA. — Na 349 MSS. 

mtfmciihm emfricosh ,* 

\l > mhpiuif palU 

od Oregm'y). Mus^ Bril, 
nosLf Bnd. ■ 

This ^el| l!j« fei^ ia like ndghlwiir- 

-pi dn'^^vefliitiiacQfat <rf a»e 
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^ AMPUi&tAEiA QuMiHori. 

A. ie$td glohosd, transt>€rsim $triatd^ subalbiddy Imgiiudtnt^tHer ca$ta - 
neo^Uneatd et fasdatd, ejndemiide virescenfe ; umMlko parvo flat. 

Habitat in Sinu PananuB (island of l9ftbogA| in a small Iiil^ 
stream). Mm* Brit* nost,. Bred* 

From Mr. Cunung's collection. I have named this shell after 
Mr. Cuming, from wliom I received it. 

45. Natica glomosa.. 

, N. testa globosd, ienui, cen/ricosLssimd, coined^ vel suimllidd, subtilis* 
striat/:; spirit hrevi ; umbilico parvo ; operculo valdh tenni , 
tollg. paalo plus ; lat* | ; poll- 

Habiiai ad f return Magellanicum (Cape Gregory). Mus, Ur if.., 
nosL, Broil* 

46. Natica castanea. 

N . testd ovaio^acutii castatied^ albodineatd ; aperbird mediocri; u)- 
lumeild valiU callosd ; umbilico mcdiocA ; long, } ; lat, || ; poU. 
Habitat ad Brasilia oras, circa Santas. Mus, nost. . 

47 , Turbo hvovnnis . 

T, testdnigrknnte, striald f aperiurd argenied ; labri margmc nigvd, 
subcrmulaidf operculo vaUi^ lapidim^ albo; long, 2^; ku, 2^ 
JerCf poll. 

Habitat ad Slnim PeSas. Mus, Brit.^ nost, Brod, 

4S. OOOKTIS SUHPUIC.ITA- 

O. testd granulao^xiriat (If viridtjusedf nigro vtaculaid; nmhiUco v;r- 
diocrijf labri margim 4ub*^di^o s long* \% ; lat, patdo pln^i ; 
poll. 

UaUtnU nd Bratiliam (tUo de Janeiro). Mu$* Brit*y nost. 

’ 49* Littoaika flava * 

L, tctld tongkueUnaliter Hriaid^ mk-JUivd; spird hrevi 4 anjindu 
Imali ventrkmof columella purpurttsotn^ mttrgiHc d apenur,^ 
suh^fiscodji ppeimh n%rkaH^ i ^btfphs$ fori. poll, 

Hetbitat ltd de Jmeiro}* MmBrU*^ nost 

& »hdU lire u few t^dUk ht&m streaks 

^ Inter 



557 


COFIES OF OllDEas^ 


. Hi# Majesty’s surveying vessel Adventure, Sea Bear Bay. 

Siu; ' ' 27th March 1829. 

It is Uny direction^ that when finally parting company from mey 
you proceed to the execution of the following ordori*, in company 
with the Adelaide schooner, the connnandt r of which, upon otir 
meeting lum, will receive instructiorKs to ])iit hitnseiC imder your 
command. 

You will, as soon as possible, make tlie best of your way to Port 
Famine, stopping at Pecket Harbour to conirounit ate with the 
Indians, should they be there, for the ptirpme of iccuriug a snip- 
ply of guanaco meat for the ship's c<impany. 

At Port Famine you will immediately detach Lieutenai^t Sky- 
ring, with a boat and l>oaFs crew, in the Adclaiile, to co-optrrate 
with Lieutenant Graves in surveying tlie IMagdalcri ('Channel and 
its communication with the sea ; al\eT winch you will direct him 
to rejoin you, by the Barbara Channel, at Port (bdlant, whither 
you will proceed, after completing your water <u Port FamiTie ; on 
your way b> which, if you should have ixn opportunity, the follow* 
ing bays, on the south side of the Strait, might be pbnnxcHl, 

Lycil Bay, Cascade Bay, San PodroBay, and Fresh water Bay (or 
*^ove). The coast also to the west of the Barbara Chaimeh behind 
the islands of Charles and Ulloa, should be examinetl ; and of the 
nortbem arm of the Jerome Channel, called in the chart, lndi?in 
Sound, we }(Mw r 

If, after th^ return of the you should find the weather 

so favourable as to yobr exffuiding ]||pui: fs^pleration of those 
parts of the Stvajt which are npt will remain 

^ f at ati eyiiito, you to leave |he Strait by 

. ^ A I ^ ^ret nf ^ lataat^ and rep^snr wdth 

will find^*^^-''^ wh^^^ou 
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In performing the aliove orders you will act as you may consider 
best for their most effectual execution, keeping in mind that the 
most desirable part is the survey ofthe Magdalen Channel. ^ 
From our experience, last year, of the weather during th<' 
months of April and May, 1 am in hopes of your being able to 
work during those months, with success ; but ^ould you nuH‘t 
with bad weather, you w 111 lie most careful in not ex|K>sing your 
j)eoplc unnecessiirily to the severity of the idiniatc. 

lJj»on detaching the Adelaide you will appoint Lieiiienmil Skv • 
riiig to the superintendence of the service upon which she K seu?. 
giv ing Lieiitenant 0 raves instructions to that dfm accordl‘^gl . . 

I luive, ^c. 

(Signed) Pin Leu* Paukku Kino, 

Commander and Senior Otiicer 


ilia surveying sloop Beagle, Port Famine, 


Sin ; ' April 19, 

In oIh (lifTKC to ll»e orikrs I have rectaved fron^ ('ormnar- 
Phillip l^arkt r King, senior officer of tin; Kxp<’dUiou IV>r the ;rv 
of n part of South Auxmen, it my dtrccliuii tied y<»u onj. « 
irnincdnaely, in the A^lclaide schooner, to nurvey as much, o ’ 
M;igdaleti Clianiiel rind the Strait or Chaimel of Snnt,i:i Barba 
you fmd practicahlc at thiri season of the year. 

If, in the; execution of tlm service, you iihonld find the ‘^eas 
loo much afivanrtxl to proceed without much risk to tht; vcp :( h 
exposing yourself and the men to much bad wcfithcr, ja 
give up the design, and hasten to Port Gallant. 

Should the Ih agfe ftca: be in Port Gallant at your rctui ?> 


no letter left for you in a Iwttk, you writ .wait there otu- 
and then veinm Uy Port Famine, At all evt^Uts, yon will J, 
vburit^ fejoia tbe Beagle Ixsf^e the fir^t in hme hos < ii»h 

<3^- iikyrii^ ' 'toimiiandcr .. 
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§jh; Beagle^ Port. Famine, 19th April 1829. 

In 6l?e<licnce to the orders I liave received from Captain King, 
it is iny direction that yon put yourself under the ordtfr.% of Lieut. 
Skyvingj, amV proceed with him as he may think best for iJie 
execution of the service upon whidi he is ordered, and in which 
you will givehitn every assistance that you cm afhu’cl. 

Mr. Kirke, with a Imat and boat's crew, will be sent to assist 
yoiu 

^ I have. See. 

(Signed) Robrut Fxtz-Roy, 
To IJcut« Thos. Graves, Commander, 

Commanding Ilis Majesty's schooner Adehiidi‘. 


Siii; Beagle, Poit Gallant, 19t)i June 1829. 

Ft is my direction that you put yo\irstlf under the orders t)f 
Lieutenant Skyring, and co-operate wdth him in the execution of 
the service on winch he is about to be cniployod. 

Air. Kirke, witli a boat and five men, will be scut to assist, 

I have, S:<\ 

(Sigm*d) RoBimr FiTz-Hoy. 

T u Lieut. Tlios . Graves, ( !onnuande r. 

His Majesty s schooner Adelaide. 


; Beagle, Port Gallant, June 19th 1820. 

It is my direction that as soon as you consider the rates of thi‘ 
chrouom<*ter on bo^dtho A<tdiaide sufficiently scttled,yoa proceed 
in her to search fiar, lujil, if piractjcable at thi« season of the year, 
survey such part of tftc pa^^aage which is suppoml to lead from the 
vioimty of Tmar la Coficepeton Smdl' and the Gulf of 
riimhidj, as ymt and provisoes will allow. 

^our chief Ml beto op^ a passage from Cape Three 

mass of islands lie 
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When to the northward of Cape Tamar, and l^fore reaching as 
far north as Oracion Bay, or the latitude of 62** 6', siwmld you 
notice an opening to the eastward, with a current or stream of tide 
setting through it, and an appearance of it« joining another l>ody of 
water, of considerable extent, you wiH endeavour to ascertain 
whether it comnmni cates with thie Shjmng Water* provided that 
in so doing you do not turn from your chief object more than a 
few days. 

In the execution of the alipve orders you will act as you may 
consider best for the service of his Majesty; and if, at any tiiue 
before its completion, you find your provisions getting sho/t, tin* 
climate too severe, or yourself, or those under your orders, in bad 
health, you will immcdiatdy make the liest of your way t*) Chi lee. 
You will endeavour to be nfSan Carlos, in the island ofChih ^*, 
before the f;2Qth of f-^eptember, and will let ntitbing that e:m In 
avoided detain you lieyond that time- 

I have, dec. 

(Signed) lloHEnT ri r/.diov, 

To Lieutenant Wrn. (h'O, Sky ring, Comnianden 

Hh Majesty's sloop Beagle. 


By Phillip Parker King, Esq., Commander of Mis Majesty -d* 
veying vessel Adventure, and Senior Officer of an Expt dititM) 
for tfie survey ofn part ot’ South America. 

As soon a« you shall have corapletcil tlie rates of your chroua- 
meters and In? otherwise ready, it is my directifwi tliat you pK^u rd 
to sea in Hiu Majesty’s sloop under your command, to survey ilh 
aea-coast ofTierra del Fuego, froxiiC^pe Rllar to the ea&tcr.i: »ni * 
of the Strait of Magelbn, in tite progressive ejumiination of wiridj 
you will be guided fay the state cd* the weaUier, ««id other cir< m.) 

kf<!e|iti)g in view that the moat interesting part (»t‘ the 
aiast is that ptirtbjfp^ Cbriatmwi Sound mid th<* 

’Wkktp pMrtiaiiiii'ljr ihe 0 fH^ng$ New 8<atmi and 

iad the to the elatwat^ fajf Hie latter aa far as Xt 'v 

iheie'ie rei^ 

'bddj^ef traler.to the Adimriiity 
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Soand, I50iapittititticat5ng with the sea by some one if not many open- 
ings in th« neighbourhood of Nassau Bay, and with an outlet on 
the^.E* comt (St. Sebastian Channel); and as the existence of 
such"* « abrdit would be of the greatest importance to sruall vessels 
bound to the westward round Cape Horn, you will sec it fitting 
not to spend m much time to the westward of Cape Noir as niav 
in the least impede the determination (»f the question, or prevent 
it biding completely explored. It is my intention to be nt Port 
Famine by the Ist of April, and at Rio de Janeiro by the 1st June, 
calling in my way at Monte V^ideo, or Gorriti, for chn>nuinetrical 
observatiom; and if lean, conveniently, I shall also go to Port 
Desire for the siirae purpose. But as it is at present uncertain 
wh«it orders I may find for me at Valparai you arc to act accovd- 
ing to your own diwctlon, ,so that y(ni arrivo at Rio by the 20th 
of June to rejoin me. 

Given under niy hand, cm board the Ail venture, at Carlos de 
Chiloe, November ISlh, 1829. 

Piunnir V^ KiNU, Commander. 

To Robert Fitz-lloy, Esq,, 

Commander of H.M.8, Be«igle! 


By Phillip Parker King, Esq., Commander of Ilia Majesty's sur- 
veying vessel Adventure, and Senior Officer of an Expedition 
for the survey of a part of South Ainericju 

As soon as the Adelaide Tender is ready, you will proceed to 
sea, in tJie execution of the foUowing orders : — 

As your principal object will be to truce the main -bind from the 
peninsula of Tre$ Montes to tlie aouthwuni, by penetrating into all 
the openings that lead easterly, you will commence at the Channel 
Mouths, and expldce them Ua their termination. 

In the event of afiordiiq^ a cammunicAtion with the Gulf of 
Trinidad, and your^lhaving timer, you will examine the chanuels 
that you have repotted to erfat in die neighbourhood of Neeshaui 
ll«y^ so as to ihe Ohimnel/ which aeparatea Cam- 

pana from the laud 

Should the Cbannel MtmiiiA imt afibrd the expected teriu^i^ 
lion, yon will proceed^^ t^^ or Falloa Channei, in 
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which, and in the cbanneL^ more to the fioutjh ward, ym will explore 
all openings leading into the interior, and, if possible, not lose sight 
of the main-land until you reach the Strait of Magel}an j by doing 
which it is expected, from the res^ttlts of your last survey, th^ yon 
will pass through the Skyring and OtWay Waters, and enter tlu‘ 
Stmit by the Jerome (■hannei. The above being the principMl 
object of your operations, you will take every opportunity ol* 
exfuaintng till other interesting parts of the coast, in the vicinity oC 
your anchorages, among whicli the following seem tobeofino^t 
interest: — 

The Gaaianeco Islands, and the prcbable place of the Wager\ 
wreck, which wcailJ seem to be to the soutlmarcl of, and not far 
from tlie Dundee Kock of y our forim’r survey. 

If time atforded, it wmultJ be intcresling to lay down the .sliorr^ 
of Concepcion Strait ; also to examine the deep openhig ov ti» 
west side of St. Kstevan CJianjiel, in the lautude " S. 

liord Nclfioii Strait is also of nmch interest, atui :iny cxtr i .i • ; 
of <»ur knowledge of the Lmd that bounds the western dtu * { 
Sniytli (liannel. 

But in these you will bo guided by your owni discretio;:, 1 ^ 
iitg ill mind the principal object of the preseut survey, ll . ^ 
tracing the shores of the inain-iHud. 

The Adventure will be at Port Famine by the 1st of Apii' » 
nothing occun* to prevent it : and at Hio de Janeiro l)y ihr 1 < oi 
June, where you will rejoin me ; but you arc at bhertv to ( •; • 
Monte Video, on your way, for any aupplit^ which y(»H 
require. 

(Signed) PijiLMe i', Ivin<>. 
7th Dec. 1820. San Carlos de Chiloe. 

Tn lieutenant W. G. Skyriii^, 
commanding H.M. fKrhciouer Adektde, 

Tender to H.M.S. Adventure. 
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Sr?tt1e Otsc^^ttions relutitig to the Southern Extremity of South 
America, Tierra del Puego, nnd the Strait of IMagalfiacns ; 
made during the Survey of ihoj^e Coasts in his Majesty's ships 
Adventure mid Beagle, between the years 1826 and 1830. By 
Captain Phillip Parker King, Commander of the Ex- 

pedition/ 

[The original papor^ from which Uic obsirvatif^ns have been 

o.xtruciedf waa road hoforo tho 8«.>o!oiy ut‘ London on 

tbo li5ib of April aniifhhol May 1 <11 ; and was printed in »ut* Journal 
of that Society for th€> t-amc year. 

It is here roprinted, with a few end vn y .-liuht aitoratiin*.*, 

in order that this %'olumo may contain yU Jlr t i)h? Anth ir ha;> vet 
publi/^hi'd lespecting South Ainc‘x5*‘n; fxcefiUng particular 
DirectiaiV'^.l 


CuNsiUKinNa the vast extent of the sea coaM of the ^mthern 
extremity of America, it is not a little surprising that it should 
h.'ive been so frequently passed by, during the hiat (vntury, witliout 
having been more explored* Within tlie last twenty years, how* 

« ver, it has been very much resorted to by English and American 
vessels in the seal trade, and to the observing juwiiou of ilieir 
enterprising crews many of its intricacies are well kjiown ; l)uc as 
the knowledge they have derived from their exptTienia; has only 
in one instance, that of Mr, Weddelf s voyage, been pablish<al to 
the world, our chajts cannot be said to liave been much unproved 
ibr the last fifty years* 

The eastern coast of Patagonia, by which name the coijntry 
bcUveen the River i^ata and the Strait of MagAllK^ens* is known, 

^ 1 here has eidated as to the correct nmdc 

of spelling the ttaopffil' thia> The French and 

hy the Fori^gu^iQ^|;i^ was a native bf Pbrii^^d it is universatlj^/ 

written Mogallfoiaiiu Ad^ and spell il 

haiK»s, which 1 a^opWd : >ut,i We sifK^e CimviociHi 

niysdt the erthegrai^by fur a 

name, which ki Purttifd and Briet!. ' 
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was coasted^ as w«ll as the north-eastem side o£* Tierra del 
Fuego, by Malaspirfa ; and the charts of his voyage not only vie 
with any conteraporiHieous production for accuracy apd detailr /but 
are even now quite sulHcient for the general purposes of naviga- 
tion^ ^ 

The Strait of Magalfaaens has been explored by several navi- 
gators ; but, among the numerous phins of it extaift, those of 
Sir John Narlwroiigh and Cordova are the most correct. Tiic 
first is particularly noticed in the late Admiral Burney's voi-y 
useful work, aiu. tlie result of the last has been published in 
the Sjianish langiiage, and is entitled l!^litmo Viage al Ej^frecho 
de Magallanes.’* A second voyage was also made by Cordova to 
the Strait, the pi'oceedings of winch Ibrrn an appendix U> tlio 
above work. It is furnished with a good general chart the 
coast, another of the Strait, and many platts of the anchorairt* 
witiiin it* Byron, Wallis, ('artcret, and Bougainville, htul alrc Kly 
made considerable a ldiljons to Narlx)roiigh s |>lan, from w hid » rj 
chart had been comp led that answered all the imrposea of goi;er:)l 
geographical information, and might even have lieon >uiHcicnt ibi 
navigation: for the litter purpose, howe^ver, Cordova's chart u > 
much superior; but, being pubiisheil in Spain only, and it- 
existence little knowi, in England, 1 fouiul great diffti ulty in pio- 
ciiring a copy before 1 sailed, for my own use. 

The southern coast of Tierra del Fuego, between Cape (end 
Success, tile southen* limit of Strait le Mairc, and Capo Pidar 
at the western end o * the Strait of Magalhaens, was viry 
known* Cook's voyage atfords severjil useful notices ot* the O'a :t 
between Cape Dcscado mid Christmas Souml, and the Dutch ii' et 
under Hermitc partially explored the neighbourhood of Cape Horn 
a confused chart of thii coast, bowever| w. ns the best that con. d 
be put together; and although Mr, WeddeiJ has more recent Iv 
published an account of the Itarbotirs and anchtirages neat* ( ape 
Horn and New Year Sonn'd, yet little available benefit was tlcnyt d 
from it, because these different navigators having confined tlinr 
jrxatnmatimia to amali pirtiana of the ctmt, it was dirfjcult i<> 
^iibneotr'thdr respective plana, even on so .apiall a scale as that ot 
cherU- 

of ,, Seuth-f very intncaity 

fmta Ct^ entrance of the 
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Strait of Mfi^lhaens) to the island of Chilc^, niay be said to 
have been whdly unknown ; for since the time of Sarmiento de 
GamJ?oa noi^ng in the least descriptive of it had been pub- 
lished, with the exception of the brief notices of two missionary 
voyages in piraguas, from Chiloe to the Guiatcca and Guaianeco 
islands. 

Every person conversant with South American geography, must 
be acquainted with the voyage of Sarmiento. From the deter- 
mined perseverance shown by that excellent and skilful navigator, 
through difficulties of no ordinary nature, we are possessed of 
the de^Rils of a voyage down the western coast, and through the 
Strait of Magalhaens, that havS never been surpassed. His journal 
has furnished us with the description of a eoa.st more clitlicuit and 
dangerous to explore tiian any which could readily be selected — for 
it was at that time perfectly unknow !?, and is expo??wl to n climate 
of perpetual storms and rain; yet the account ii* writUuv wnth J^uch 
minute care and correctives^, that w e liave n t;uahlcd to detect 
upon our charts almost every place described in ilie Gulf of 
Trinidad, and the channels to the soutli of it, particularly their 
terinination at his Ancon sin Salida* 

It would be iri^levanl to enter here into the history of Sar- 
tniento's voyage, or indeed of any other c^tanecictl with these 
coasts. Modern’ surveys arc made so much uiori; in detail titan 
those of hirmcsf years, that little use Ciin be made of the chc.rt^» 
'lud plans that, have been hitherto formed ; but the accounts of the 
voyages connected with them arc replete with interesting and 
Useful matter, and much amusement as well as information may be 
derived fVom tlieir }>erusal^ particularly Sir John Narlxirougii^ 
journal, and Byron's mmantic and pathetic narrative of the loss of 
the Wager. 

The Cordillera of the Andes, which is known lo extend from 
the northern partnf the contpietit almost to its mnithern extremity, 
deceases in devatimi nciir the higher southern l;ititud«>s. In the 
ncigiibcmrhoiHi rf Chhnborazo and Pmchincha war their 

Kuniinits to tbs at ti^ly twsRty<two Utoumui feet above 

the level <jf tl«r <1« C%iW Uie higher: land « 

suppose^ math, nsar Con- 

cepcion, H % are few part* of the 

J^wge exceemig^ aeeeiir^ti^iqyiHid diilVSc and the 
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Strait of Mi^alhaens die average height ttmyliie taken at threH- 
thousand feet ; though there are aorae mountains which may hv 
hetw^n six and seven tbousmid feet high. , 

By a reference to the char|,it will be seen thatabout the pAralK I 
of 40^ the coast begins to asaiinie^ and retains to its furthest exti tN 
mity, a very different appearance from tlmt which it exhibits tr* 
the ncMthward, where the sea, which is kept at a distands feoiu tlu 
Cordillera by a belt of comparatively |ow land for continuoui: 
intervals of some hundred mtlea^ washes a long unbroken sh«/.c. 
affording neither shelter for vessels nor landing for boats ; but, to 
the southVr^ayd of that parallel, its waters reach to the very hnn* lu 

great chain of the Andes^ amh flowing as it were intothefieepravith - 
that wind throughits r/iraifications, form niuncrous chajiiu Is, ^‘aixhI , 
and gulfs, aiuh in many instances, insulate large portions of iand, i » 
fact, the whole of tliis space is fronted by large islaruls and cxtvi; 
:iive archipelagi*es, of which the most conspicuous are the 
island of Chilw, Wellington Island, the Archipelago of Jladu' .'h 
Hanover Island, and (hieen Adelaide Archijudago. d 
last forms the western entrance of the Strait «m its north -h! 
The land of Tres Montes, liowever, is an ex{:«)ption : it is a th fiiii. 
sula, and is the only part of the continent within the above litn ‘ , 
that is c?x]K)S€;d to the ocean's awelL It fornis tlie norther^ p u t i f 
the Gulf of Penns, and is joined to tlie main by the narrow istlu. iis 
ofOiipii, over which the Indtarts, in travelling along 
carry their canoes, to avoid tfie extreme danger of passing i * .sj; i 
the peninsula. It was here that Byron and his shipw recked 
panions crossed over with their Indian guides: but it is n n>utf 
that k not much frequented ; for this juirt of the coii^ri Hi very 
thinly inhabited, and the trouble 4»f ptiUfUg to pieces and 
sitructing the caiiocij,* m operatton alisolutely m^ess^ry t‘> 1 h 
jpeiibmed, is «o great, tliat I imagine it is only done ou utui 
sions of intpurtance^^ In this way the ptragnas wlm^h conveyed tlu 
mimomary voyagers to the Ouaianeco lalaf^ ware transfH^ried 

^ (Nnog our exsmtfialtno pf i^ mtfniM the nui 

‘"Ku T^eb, and endeavoured «f dio mi 

fuillier ielay* in 6.:unh 
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over the istlmius; the particulars of which are fully detailed in 
their journals.* 

Ti^e river §an Tadeo, although of small size, being navigable 
tmly^for eleven miles, is the largest river of the coast soutfi of the 
archipelago of Chiloe, iind therefore merits a particidar description. 

At seven miles from the mouth it is fed by two streams or torrents, 
the currents of which are ao strong tliat a fast*puHi(ig boat can 
hardly make way against it. One of these streams takes its rise in 
a iftountainotts range, over which perhaps the communicating road 
passes; and.the other is the drain of an extensive glacier or plain 
of ice ^of fifteen miles in extent. The. river Mis into the Gulf of 
St. Estevan over a shallow bar, upon which there is scarcely two 
feet water, and at low tide is probably dry. 

At the head of Estevan Gulf h St. Quitilin Sound ; botli 
were examined and found to afford excellent anchorage, and they 
mh* both of e:u:y access should a ship, pa.s>ing up the coast, fmd 
ficrself upon a lee shore and not able to we Cuier the Luul, as 
the case with tlie ill-fated Wager. t 
The Guaianeco islaiwls form tJie sotilhcrn head o£ the Gulf of 
VVnJts; then follows Wellington Islam!, separnte ! from the main 
by the Mesier Channel, which had not been prcvifUJ^ly explored, 
its uioiith only bmiig laid dowm in the charts, eoTTipiled from the 
iidbrmation of Mitchado, a pilot who was .«ent in r?69 by the 
\'lceroy of Peru to examine tlie cc^u^t from Chilw; to the Strait 

♦ Aglteros, Descripcion Hi#torial dc la Proviacia y Arclupieltt^o de 
ChiUSe, 1791, p. m 

I The precise i&ituatioti of the WTOck of this vessel had hithcvt»> beeu 
vor) vngudy marked oii otir charts : a esrefu! peruisal, liowevcr, of Itvrvm's 
niu rntive, and df Aghoros^ acoouni of the Missionary Voyages in 1779, 
sufticicntly points out the place wilhin a few Tt ou the north 

«idc, near the weat end oftheewatirrtiimMil of the Guaianeco iahvnd)*, w‘hlch 
M ft named, in eoif«ei|ueni^« At Port BanU Barbara, scMUi- 

tewi miles to the southward of Ulie group, a very oM wonji-cateii heani 
of tt vcissel wns foand, which there is reason to think may be a relic of 
that unfortunate «bip« It was of English oak, and was fmmd thrown up 
uhove the hlfh«*wat^ lipbii tiic mka at th^ kitranco of the port* 
No iither yestige waafdetaeli!^ tOksionaried, however, found 

broken the wreck. Ai Childe I 

party, pnd obtained 

^ horn him a , ■ 
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of Magalhaetii^* This channel is also noticed in ope of tlie two 
missionary voyages above mentioneil ; but the object of these 
expeditions toeing for tlie purpose of converting tW Indms to 
Christianity, f and not for the extension of geographical know- 
ledge^ littie information of that nature could be obtained from 
their journal : the entrance of the Mesier, however, is descrilnd 
by them ; ar»d cm one occasion they were obliged to take refuge 
in it for fifteen daya.J With tins exception 1 cannot find that it 
had ever been entered before our visit. 

The lengtli of the channel U one hundred and sixty miles, and 
it joins the Concepcion Strait behind the Madrede Dios archipe- 
lago, at the Braiso Ancho of Sarmiento. Lie»jtenant Skyrin^r^ 
who superintended this pju-ticular part of the survey, called tl,,- 
land which it insulates, Wellington island; the seaward coA^i 
wliich is fronted by several islands. Fallos Channel, which s(?pa 
rates the Campana and Wellington Islands, was cxamitied, from it ^ 
northern entrarue, for tliirty-three miles, and was (:onjc< tured, 
after communicating with tJie sea at Dynely Sound, to extend to 
the southw'fixd, and fail into tlic Gulf of Trinidad by one ot tin 
deep s^mnds which were noticed on the north sliorc. 

AlxHit thirty miles witliin the Mesier Channel, from tlic north('v:\ 
extremity, the west side appeiu^to be formed by a succe5i^j(»n < r 
large islands, many of which are aeparated by wide ciianneis lead- 
ing to the south-west, and probably conununicating witli thc‘ hallos 
Channel, On the eastern shore tlie openings were foiuul to bt* 
cither narrow inlets or abruptly termituiting sounds* 

On both sides of the clmnnel the coiwt* is hilly, but not very ingii, 
and in many plat'es there is much low and generally thickly wotMic<l 
iiind# This cimracler ctisttnguishes the Maaier from otlier channels 
in lbt^ regions* 

90ie trees here are nearly of the, same descriptKm asthoaic wnicli 
arc found in all parts between Cape Tres Montes and the Strait 
of Mftgalhaens# Of these the most common an c vergn t n 
beech (Faguiineiubides), a bircb^like beech antarctioO*^^'^' 

.Winter's bark (WinUrami oroagricaj), and a tree with all the 
f appe^ habit of a cypi^>af whmb t^ 

^ ♦ AgllOiiw, p. W, «l Mfqi* t Ibid* p* l&lv bt t Ibid |>- - h • 

from tile 8tiiit 

^ return of the expedition, and have stisOa iferivea eieeedfegly wel . 
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speatSi <^hev8 there h one, the wood of which being ex- 

tremely hattJ and weighty, answers better than the rest tor fuel : 
the sttiticiNif cM it ‘ tiie red wooil/ froin its coloun From the 
geeat quantity of timber wdiich grows licre it w ould be naturally 
supposed probably that spars for masts ef»uld be easily obtained, 
or at least wood uaeful for less importMiit purposes; but although 
many trees were found tl^at e sufTtdently large at tiui base, they 
grew to no great height ; and, in ccmscquence of the moisture of 
tli6'''climate, and the crowded state of the forests preventing the 
admission of the sun's rays, the wood gem rally Y>roved to be 
decayed in the heart ; besides being very apt, even at\er a long 
seasoning, to warp and split w hen exposed to a dry air. 

Ten miles l>eyond White-kelp Cove, ndiich h hftyr miles withiti 
the entrance, the charSeter of the Mesier Chsinnel clianges entirely ; 
the shore on either side being formed of rnountaitioiis and preci- 
pitous ridges rising ^abruptly from the Avater, After at Hult 
Ihey, twenty-three miles beyond Wiiite-kcip fh)ve, the channel 
narrow’8 for a considerable dkUma^, and in three Yilaces 

is not more than four hundred yards wide. This part of the 
channel is called in the chart the Engli^sh Narrow. It is Jong 
juid intricate* with many island^i strewed throughout; and jiresorves 
its tortuous and frequently narrow^ course to its junctlofi with the 
Wide Channel, in which the breadth increases to two miles and 


0 iL.ilf ; andthen, running thirty -four mikswitli a direct mul unim- 
peded course, falU into the Ckwicepcion Strait as Htwve stated. 

At the point where the Mesier and the Wide Chauaek unite, a 
ik(p sound extends to the N. N. E, for forty-six miles, it was 
named Sir George Eyre SountU An extensive glacier /sloping 
int o the sea from the auiniiut of a raiige of higli snowy mountains* 
diat m e visible from tnany parts of the Sfesier ('haiine!, tenuiiuites 
this sound ; and near the head of it several large icebergs, contahi- 
uig uo ineonsiderd^o blooki of granite* were fwind agruunch* 


Ealcbn lid^tj seven toiles side of Sir George 

"’T large ^ iVKikdnes,* or breedbg-haeuits* of fur- 

I were congregated together, 

f the sea-co»At by the activity of the 

have feeeii hiee^ 
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Of the archipelago of Madre de Dios we know very little. It 
has probably many deep openings on its seaward iace, and k 
fronted by islands and rocks. Its character is rockjj and 
tainouB, and by no ftiCHns agreeable* The wide and safe channel 
of Concepcion Strait separates it from the main land, which in th).s 
part is much intersected by deep sounds, the principal of which, 
the Canal of San Andres, extends to the base of the siiowy range 
of the CJordiilera, and tliere Lieutenant Skyring describes it to be 
suddenly dosed by immense glaciers. 

Behind Hanover Island, which is separated from Madre do 
Dios by the Conciepcion Strait, the main-land is very made inter- 
sected by soiuids like the San Andres Channel, extentlfng to the 
base of tlie Andes. 

South of Hariover Island is Queen Adelaide Archipelago, through 
which are several channels that communicate with the Strait 
Magdhaens; of which the principal, Smyth ChanneU falls iidi> 
the Strait at Cape Tamar* 

In die winter oi‘ 1829, Captain Robert Fit/-Roy , tlicn cominaud- 
ing the Beagle, iii examining the Channel, which cuu»» 

niunicates wdth the Strait in that part called Crooked Re?«t I), 
discovered ‘Otway Water/ an inland sea fifty miles "long, trendirg 
to die N. E., and sejiarated from the eastern entraiKX^ of tht? Stvai;; 
by a narrow isthmus ; the actual widUi of which was not ascer- 
tained^ for in the attempt the boxits were nearly lost. The soutli 
eastern shore is high xmd rocky, and generally precipitous, but the 
northern is formed by low undulating grassy plains, free from 
trees, and precisely like the country about the eastern entrance or 
the Strait. At the north-west comer of the water a passage was 
found leading in a north-west direction for twelve miles, wIku n 
opened into another extent of water, about thirty-four milcH lon^; 
and twenty wide. This he called the Skyring Water. Its southern 
and western sides are bounded by mountainous land, but tiu 
northern shore is low, apparently formed of undulatingdowns'aiwi 
grassy plains, and in some pkof?s wateretl by rivulets- At tiu‘ 
western extremity of the water two openings were observetJ, 
by a remikrkable 

Beyond the aoutbemmost opening tliere was ce 
liiikd viribte, not eveit a cUstant ip^iuitaiii, wbl^ induced t -aptaiu 
, Fita-Eoy to auppose that it was ^ (t^anndi cmn^knioiii^ 
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western but from what Mre now know, it is not probable 

th^t it can lend to atiyriiing of consequence. It is, perhaps^ backed 
hy lonr txwraliy land reaching to tlie hill« at the bottom of Glacier 
Bay, VbidJ, from the distance being seventy miles, were not 
visible above the horizon* The northern opening probably passes 
Dynevor Castle, and, perhaps, nearly reaches the bottom of 
Obsfroctioir Sound, The Skyring Water was not further ex^ 
ploi^ed ; piiiftly from want of a sufEcient quantity of p}*ov)siom to 
undertake it with any prospect o( succeeding, and partly from a 
strong aouth^westerly-gale, from wliicli there was no shelter for 
the open boats in which tliis examination was performed. Tlie 
remainder, tlierefore, of Captiin Fitz “Roy’s time was spent in com- 
pleting what he had commenanl ; and, atter an abscaiice of tliirtyj- 
two days, he rejoined his ship at Port Gallant. 

At the western end of the passage, which unites the w’-aters, tlie 
shore is well clothed on die north side with luxuriant grass and 
trefoil, witli liere and there a sprinkling of brushwood, but is 
entirely destitute of trees. The soil, although dry, is light, and 
tolerably good ; bat the ground is perforated everywhere by some 
burrowing probably skunks, or amm. The tracks of 

horses were noticed in many places, and the bones of guanacoes 
were scattered about. Water was not very plentiful, but soverai 
brooks and springs in the tides of the lulls were observed, 
suEident for all useful purposes. 

On the amtth akieof the [lassage the Jimd k low% but wooded; 
tlie banka are from five to forty feet high, bloping to the water, 
and covered witli grass. In the ^trance the tide ran five or mx 
kiiiots at the neaps, but inside with only imlf that rapidity. On the 
nortli aide, id; the distance of a mile and a-balf, there is a ridge of 
hills, to tlu^ autiaitit-d^ wlucii Cafitain FiU*Roy made anexcursiaari, 
wliich is deseribed lu the Narrative. 

In consequence of the supposed cemmunication of the Sky ring 
Water with smne j^art the wesiteru coast, a careful examination 
was made of iOvery opmmg trending into the interior belimdihe 
islaiids and tliot line the wei^ern coast ; the result of 

which the hypothesis so natui^ly formeci wms not 

the chart will yhow how care^ 

1 widi wilmt want of sueem 
discovisfid hf Barmienlo, and , 
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mmtfd hy ^ Aneoii iin »^idi/ ^ii^itiiiitibn, 

to 1(0 far into tho interior/ and in tfte dirtctioti of the 

8fe|jMng Wator> that the most strict ihirestigatfoh ofitthe imir^rouiit 
«Ditnda and canals was made> in the j^ect conviction of fl[ridin/:r 
the desired communication. But after a jiatient/ laborious, and 
inimtiie examination, partieulariy of those openings which led to 
the southward, among which Obstruction Sound held the most 
Mattering appearance, Lieutenant Skyring, who performed thU 
service, was obliged to give up the search and return. At one 
part, near the soutli-eastem i^d of the iOund, he entered an open- 
ing, which at first had an appearance that was favourable to the 
desired cofpjtnttnleation, but it tertninatetl in low, woody land. 
There was, ndwot er, a hill near the shore, whit^i he ascetideil with 
the hope of obtaining a view of the vCountif ; !>ut the sides nui 
summit Of the biH were so thickly wdo<lcd as to obstruct bis vi/*n , 
imil with the exception of some distant high land in the south 
quarter, and a slieet of water about six miles off in die same In av 
ing, nothing was diaterned to repay him for the fatigue and trouhlr 
ofihe ascent, the watiar is a iag<K)n, or a part of ilir 

Bkyring Water, tar whether it eomnmntcates with the npeui:.- 
Irendiag round the north side of Dynevor Castle, yet mnains ».> 
be aseerCiune<i ‘ 

Being foiled in this attempt, Lienn^Duiint Skyring pm^ctyKd 
onward in a S.S.W. direction, and after a pull of ten miles canu!' to 
the bottom of the souml, which was terminaterl by high, precipi- 
tous land esicircHiig every part. Neitfter wigwams nor traces of 
Ifidiiais wiure seett, another proo^ were one refpiirec], of tlie i>u\nm 
not eammitxiScatfng with the dkyrtng Water j for tite Indians very 
rarely visit these deep inlets* but are always b> be found in nar- 

roir's^aits or<xinimunici^iig i^ann^ the strength 

of the tide, seals slid poqpdses, wlricb constitute tbM! principal had 
of the Fuegian [mUans, abound. Sermimto's name* tlujreforc, ui 
f AiKtm idq M whidi we had hoped to have expunged 

alaatifig nitnaaiaW 

^.eiiaiwfete^ tn^t ceJehr^nrn, 

i CortbUcra was 
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asi»E^3^|pl4^ » the mt^or dliaamJs were 

hille or mountieiia visible ill the 
dietiq[i€f ai^ euch beingp chari^ aleo^of the northern j^oree 
of die ^wey «nd Skj^ring Waters»it is probable that all the eoup^ 
try |Q the^eeat of die sout:^ k a continuefl plain* 

Kecent briwi^es of Indkna w seen in some places ; hut at the 
time ott? party was there, they were either absent or had concealed 
then^lvcf^ : I should not think that these interior sounds are 
milch flrequwted by them ; a family was, however, met in die 
passage between the Otway and the Sky ring Water, clothed with 
guaviafO skins, like the Patagonian tribes, but in manners aiwl 
dispodtion resembling the vfmdermg inhabitants of the Stmt and 
Tierm del Foego ; and they had canoes^ which th^ Patagemians 
do not use. They h|d pro^bly come thus far for the purpose of 
communicating with die latter tribes, with whom they fra|uetitly 
have friendly intercourse. No guanaews were seen either on the 
shores of the inland waters or of the sounda within the * Ancon 


sin salida,* alUiough the country, being open and covwcsd with 
luxuriant grass, W’-a* peculiarly suited to their habits ; but as 
several large herda of deer were observed feeding near the sea- 
shore of Obstruction Sound, and llie neighbouring country, the 
piri.*?ieiice of these latter anunals may probably l>e the cause ; for 
OM the eastern coai^ where the guanacoes are every where iibiiii.* 
dant, the deer do not make th^r appearance. Seu**oiters WiTe the 
only other anhnals that Vff ihot with ; but they were only occasion- 
ally noticed, swinsming tboat the kelp. The shores of Uie sounds 
were in many placies crowded with the black-necked swan {Anas 
ntgri€(}lU$, l4bm*)^^m afewvseen, but only one cap- 

lured, whose pluixi^ge^ ^eep the lips of tiie wings, which 
wereWafeCki WkS a ^Ssbilg wb^^ 1 have described it 

in the first of the Zoalogjcid ilodbty as a 

new species 

The Slisil of beiiig # riramvem^section the 

continent, .. The-Stridi 

may be divi(^ t thf lyeste^ ihi^ caatnal, end 

the caatem*--g|b|jf^#W^^ 

flagged aadvsii^i^^ pdrticiiiisof nNmi 

formation » apposed of « vucoesilm 

^ yiQjdk^^ ddi|fwa»^«£ imos'dM^uis^^ "by the fom 
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hitti «fe iitegu)«Ay heaped loge^etr ; tiie sotmds arednUricate and 
tDvtuoiie in thejc courae^i end the idbkme are (bnpod by ,/iee|> 
ainuoidtiefl and prominently prodding headlands ; the thamch, 
alio, aro studded with innumerable ishSods and rocks ea^emel) 
fm* nayi^aiiim*^ thie r^ck the 

*b09^ jpwt| grainle imd gte^u^tone* " ^ , 

liear the centre of tiw Strait^ the ro<^ being day-elatej, the 
niQUiiUhis are and miu% {n^edpitous and rug(^ in ihvir 

oujttine ; end not easily to ascended*. They are in 

geni^ ihree are found to be four thou- 

saaod^ fedi m wd oxie^ Mount Sermiento, is upmrds of 

9i% «nd is covered throughout year intis 

«now« The hue of perpetual anow hu, theS^t sems to be abova 
three tfamsand five himdrc^ feet abeve the sea: tin? mountains 
whose Mght d<^ exceed three thousand, are, during ih» 
stonmer, ft^ueotly free from excepting in holes, wl>ore ;i 
laigu quaiitity is occnmulaled by ^fring, and protected from th« 
sum The Striiit here is quite free from islands, and it is a rem uk^ 
a]^ fii€$^ that wii^re the greenstone ftmmiim termijmtfs, ti^er. 

Theiil^ continues aa far as Freshwater Bviy, wlu tc 

the slsiMlificd rocks leave the t^oast ami extend in a nortJvw. u 
diceclioti* The aoH then becomes apparently a mixture of flcci ui 
pqied state and day i the slate gradually disappearing on uppriHu It 
iOjg t0 Cape Hegroy where the rock partakes of tlie clmraou r 
dm east, a«(!it. Here again we observe, ahaig with the chan^o of 
geoiogM dm itr^peiMunce of idands, the .veil ot 

wldfSt is elayty^ but with masses of griuii^ hombWiulc v^^'k 
mniA In many thcou|^ du> i 

^sl aoih aldw>«git it yieida a pooK gra^ entirely 

tute'of ireea. ^ ■„, 

t’gr(/Uu^ 

of tlirir 
6n tfic 

,«iiil|d^Y MM$|nt».j4id estends ii>r 

-■Iigiip,)b». i» ,de«»cW 

.'MUtr *** 
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]iiiidi 90}l» jb^re ^nd tbdre a jH^i*adi% mim 

of t i»ie of these appeared to be of sienite ^t ^anite. 

The^id^i^'^tern end of this ^iinge is perha^is more bar^ of soil, 
anch'^flunre^^ exposeiil the rock, which shows itself iii detachetl 
hflji PreiSscly rihiilar In appearance and direction is a range on 
th^ in length, commencing at Cape 

IVfoninoutlt and terminating in detached hills in the vicinity of the 
south iide the Jirst Nairow. ITie courses, also, of both tiic 
Fii^ and Second Narrow, which are just within the eastern 
entrance of the Strait, are nearly jmralicl with these hills; and 
the axnaller nuiges of eminences, E1ijRal>eth Island and tiie cliffy 
land of Cape Nejj^, where the clay formation commences, all 
trend to the preserving a general resemblance of form 

and character to the ^O ranges above mentioned. 

The i Aegttiarity of the topographic features of the western por- 
tion of the Strait, combined with its confused assemblage and im - 
menae number of islands and roetks ; — the regularity of the strata 
— ^the coindiding parallelism of all tfie bayn, channels, and sounds, 
— and the total abamice of islands in the central portion or sktf* 
formation ;«--iOgether with the rctnarkable aimihiTity of the direc- 
tion of the hills and coast linci and the stratificjittioii of the north- 
eastern tract, whidh is veiy ^d^ from that <ff the centre; — 

are veiy stdlUxig and, gecdogically coriiiidmxl, m' of great 
interest 


No less itokrkable, however, and equally inU^rcsting, is the 
character of the vegetation ; not so much in the variety of plants, 
in th«& stunted growth to the westward, their Itixuriance in the 
centre, fiflSd thb bital abaenoO of trees to die eastwawL For thisi mo.* 
diheatidh the lo me to account si^fficiently* 

To the of granite, and tl\c odmr pri* 

mitive todca forms but a poor, unproductive 

«cil ; m thaVihhoilg^lhe^te with hlmibs,they 

^‘c all small ahd stalled : Ae torrents of watar also tliat pottr 
down the aUw|i ildii clrlllr liQi, wa^ away the {wurtial accumula- 
tions of soil Ihil ire ilepoilted j cbn»equimtly, few 

are tobe fbuflA; txee|ft^jr bl defts and receesee ^ die;rock, 
where deeenvrtiMMd oollecta and 


letr and atux^, ma.«t 

auaeter Uwn'nlr^^ ten iachtw. ’ 



^6 . VE01ETATii>N.'-v^? -'' 

; ' '^^arity of die^ltiHctlon-'c^^^ flato 

4isiri^t:s , ;^ ^e very extimdyeV and^ belp^ '^ 

fljilie by preciplto^^ mpuntafna much" ibleii^s^e^^ ‘by 'jeep 
rayini^, receive large streams of tr|ite;r^^ iinitiug'togilhef in 

thdbr. copfse to the sea, fo^rm no 

the winter months these rivers beccaate swOflen iintf their 

l>anks, and deposit a quantity of alluvium, whichybli^^^ 
failen leaves and other putr^ent sUbstsiicei, produ(^^^:& 
superficial soil, in w^hich trees grow to a large size, and the slmibs 
and smaller plants become particularly luxuriant and prodtmtive. 

At Port Famine, and in its neighboiuhood, the evergreen ix^ech 
(Fcgus hetuloides) grows in the greatest abundance, and reaches n 
very large siac. Trees of tjiis species, of three feet in diameter, 
are abundant ; of four feet, there are inaiiy ; and there is orx* 
trim (perhaps the very same noticed by Commodore Byron* V 
which measures seven feet in diame^x for seventeen feet above 
the roots, tui<l then divides into three large branches, each oi 
which is three feet through* This venerable tree seemed to 1>e 
sound, but from our experience of several others that were rnf 
ilown, might be exjieded to prove rotten in the centre. I'his 
tendency to decaying in thc^ heart may be attributed to titc cold 
ness of the sebistoi^e sub-soil upon wliich the trees jire naxod, 
well as to the perpetual moisture of the climate above alluded to. 

The slate formation ceases at Port Su Maty, but there h i«o 
df'cided change in the vegetation until vre ccmic to Capr* Negro, 
where the clay commences ; and from thence onwards tfierc h nor 
a tree to be fbund. The- nature of the iwril is not favoura!)lc to 
plants which take a deep root, and, tlierefore, only shrubs 
grasses are found : the foriner are ti^nly lettered over the cx- 
tenstye plains wh^!h ch^tri^te^ btit the gras.^es an^ 

abuinj^uit, md althtm^ a ^1^^ 

n^iirisldng, fat they form the cfaoaeu ftiad of'pttWicroiis and largt- 
Ti^ds of gitahaco^ ^ 

th^'/evergreen ,bee<i( 'there are bnt 

trec!^. 

an appellatiM onty M spmm at bm h 

^ Wimer's b«k. The IM* •*» «» ewrgiwh to 

Am Oana n^ed wiOi ^ jNt, 3li ’Strait ; so that 

v-V* ttawjkaei^^ : 

fi'-m ■ 
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the height of two thousand feet above 
die.^ of the high-water mark, ate covered 

witj^ Verdure whkh ia remarkably striking, particularly 

in p»hK5e« where the glaciers descend into tlic sea ; the sud- 
cW ccpiti^ in such cases presenting to the view a scene as agree- 
able it ipcwis to be anomalous, 1 have my ©elf seen vegetation 
thriving inost luxuriantly, and large wcxxly-steinmed of 

and Veronica* (in England considered an<l treated as 
tender pkhl^), in full flower, within a very short distance of the 
base of a mountain,, covered for two-thirds dov Tiwitli snow, and 
t^periiture at 36^. The Fuciisia certainly was rarely 
found except in sheltered spots, hut not so the Veronica ; for the 
beaches of the bays on thr? west side of Sun Juan Island at Port 
San Antonio arc lined with trees of the latter, growing i.ven in the 
very wash of the S4ja, There u no jmrt of the Strait more e?c- 
posed to the wind than this, It r it f.w'cs ti e read) to the west of 
(Jafie Froward, down which the wind consticntiy bhnvs, and brings 
with it a succession of I'.iiin sicet, or s!u»w ; and in the winter 
luonlhsi from April to August, tlio ground U covered with a layer 
of snow j firom six inches to two or three feet in depth. 

There must be, tberefirc, some peculiar qtuUity in the atiaos-, 
phere of thi# otherwise rigorous cHinatc which favours vegetation; 
lor if not# these comparatively delicate plants could not live and 
flourish tlirough the long and «cvore w inters of this region. 

In the aunimer, the teinptuature at night wiis frequently as low 
as 29® of Fahrenheit, aud yet I never noticed the following monv 
ing any blight or injury sustained by thc#e plants, evvu in tlie 
slightest degree# 

1 hiwe oeearionallyi dim^ the hunuuer, been up the grenter 
jwftrtof th^pi^tt al the internal as wtdl as 

the aa freezing point, without being 

fmrtieularly watiply not feeling tlie lea»t cold ; and 

ivi the winter^ the |heri#?iiufter« cm similar occasions has been at 
24® and tpy Suffering the slightest inconvenience. 

This I 1^^^^ to the peculiar stillness of the air, 

although, M-Uhhl « sktt^ ia the offing and overhead, the 

are two Facts which nwv tw 
* to jcveo iBcUcss- in dwtrirter. 



m 


warnitii <1^ the 6e« liear il» I 

have Jb; the month of June, of Jthe memmt 

observed a difference of 30°, opoh ir^idi^ the sea was 

covered with a doud of steam. The other is, that parrots and 
humming-birds, generally the lnlud>itasiU of warm regions, are 
very numerous ia the southern and w^estern,^ parts of the Strait^ 
the former feeiling upon ihe seeds of the Winter^s and the 
latter having been seen by m cWrpmg and sipping th^ sweets of 
the Fuchsia and other flowers, after two m three days of con- 
stant rain, snow, and sleet, during which the thermonjeter li;hl 
bmi at freezing point. We saw them also in the month of M(»y 
upon the wing, during a snow shower : and they are found in all 
parts of tlie south-wa^st m\d eosists as far as Valparaiso. } 
have since been inrortned that this species is also an inhabitant of 
Pern ; so that it has a range of more than 41° of Lititudt^, the 
southern limit iK’ing south.* 

Tierra del Foego is divideil by several channels; a principal 
one of which is opposite to Cape Froward, and another (Vont.i 
Port Gallant The eastenmutot, called Magtlalen, trend;^ in a due 
south direction for nineteen miles, and se|>arales the clav ? lati* 
from the more crystalline rock% which seem to pmloininate 'a, 
Cteence IsUnd, and are chiefly of greetuflone ; though, at tlu 
<-astern end, there is much mica slate* At the bottcan of‘ Mag- 
dalen iS«>und the cha?itiel turns sharply to the westward ; i^ral 
aihrra course of about forty miles, meets the Barbara Ohanuf i, 
w hich, os obovfvmtruicjned, cominonicates with the Strait oppof^iUf 
to Port Oallant, and Imtb fall into the S€» together* Magdalf n 
Sound and its contiauaidon^ CkN;kbiim Cbaniml, are almost 
from idaodamd loekit Imt ttm 

♦ Ihir bkd, idlboagh not mot in aew^ had iwv^^i 

until lfmrward#d; it of dw 

ipr -in the Zoalogrral 

f*tr the mouthy of Kovomber ISH/J p. ‘l^i uuder tin 

name «f Shortly aflanraeda, |f. L«ai«n it 

Wiiw Mtiiniel d’Omi^fcigie !L p* aOh •• Omittt^sia 

€oq«hleV-l%a|«, Sn the itk^trsbonB vi 
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greonotoiieik muca slatedis^ct^ k thr<m|^ 
attt tllkkly atreired with which reduce the diatinel in 

som|; ptf^ |o a nule, and» in une plac.e> to not more than fifty 
yardft in Here, of course, the tide sets wit!\ great strength. 

Sevf^nd ires^ls, how<n'er> have passed through it under sail; and 
one«hip,' a w'haler lielonging to Messrs. Enderby, working through 
the Stridt,«nd finding vnwh diifitmlty in }iiastiing to the wT,slwarch 
liore^up, ondt the W’ind being fair and the distance to sea only fifty 
irdles, Tanth|?ough it without accident. The hind to the w^estwaitl 
of the Barbara Channei is high and rugged ; and ahbough in the 
\ ailieis, ra^inea, and ^^heltcred nooks, t.Heve is no w^aiit of 
lion, yet, in eominiriison with the t asteni partW the Strait, it hjts 
a very dismal and uninviting apy»ear nuf*. It was ciilied by 8ar- 
mientso, * Santa lues Island* ;* but Navhorough caUval it, ' South 
Desolation ; it lieing/ as he says, ‘ so tIefioUte land to behold /f 

Clarence laland, which is fifty-two miles long and twenty-three 
broad, although equally rocky, ia much more verdant iu appear- 
ance. The uniform direction of die headlands or the Tn>rth shore 
( fthe island is rentarkable. Upon taking u set of angles with the 
tlieodolite placed iq/im the eittremity id' the west end of Bell Bay, 
opposite to Cape Holland, the moat prominent pcsints to tiie south* , 
i'jist, as far a$ could be seen, wwc all visible in the field of the 
leh'serqm at the same lioari^ The saaie thing occurred on the 
<>})poaite shore of the Strait, where the projections of Cape Gallant, 
Cape HoUand, and Cape Froward, are in the same line of lM?ariag ; 
>0 tiiat a parallel ruler placed on the map upon the projecting 
points of the soudi shore^ extended acroasi, will also touch the 
iicadlands the oppddite coast. 

The eastern idand# which had l>een previously caiitsd, and of 
cemrse retains on not ths^ name of King Charlea Stmih 
hand, extends of the Strait to the rmtlet of the 

Barbara atri Cochhttm CiuoineK at Ca|>e Schomberg* The 
uok them part pmtilii^es of die eastern 

portion of dwt Stii^ TliS casitre is a contitiiiation of the slate 
format!^, wMch H iiiide^ m glidfuro, from the aniftwniity of tJie 
dirwtion of tlie Saaad, ili« G«biid Channel, 

’‘”'1 ali of BanKwm {«lan«k llic 

®“wth ^•**** » iwaft<aiMdIy:;'i^ 

* y. " t Narhuimt^b'iii Vnyage, p. 7^ 
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ChriiUxim Sound to . uiid 
twjsnty mileih with u course «u^r«Qi no pdnt«hrftiiti0p|^j«te 
shores cross and intercept a free vieur tlboug'h ; although itsisver* 
ago te^ofttitb^ irhich also is vtu*y paroUeI>% not much above a milt\ 
andin some places is but a third of a mite: across, The south shores 
of Hoste and Navarin Islands are of horn-blende *tock« winch ;s 
also theprinci])^ com{)ouentof the island? in the neighbourhood, 
as well as of the island itself of Cape Horn* The eastern |)art. of’ 
King Charles South Land is low, with pkina like th^ Patagonian 
coast ; but the range of high land interrupted at Port Famiiu* ex- 
tends down the north side ol' Admiralty Sounds and perhaps, w ith 
aomefew intervals, t^ontinues to the south-east extremity of the liouh 
ncjar Cape Good Succeiis, which is the south cape of the west sid:- 
of Strait Le JLilre. and there terminates it) lofty niounuiins t overet i 
with snow, one of which, called in the charts * Tlic Sugar Loai,’ u 
probably four thousand feet high* 

The eatstem shore of King Charles Soutli Land, towar(i« tl\i 
south part, is lofty, but near tlie northern |airt is very l<*w . Tin 
iiiiterior is almi low% with extensive plains, abounding with gu -n 
coes, some of which also were found, and shot by tlie oSrer? oi th. 
Iteagle, within fifty miles of Cape Horn. 

The eastern coast of Patajgonia, from the etilrance of the ^Sii i 
c# Magalhaens to the JRiver Pkta, is cofliparativily low. 

(tepe Virgins to Port St. Julian, where |wpbynUc tlayslout c a ) 
menm, the coast is foroie<l of day cJiffs, borteontoily ssiriiilcc ’, 
and the country is undulating, with plain s or pani]> 

cmered with grass, but without trees* At Port St. Jjfii'n?, tin 
coufitry becomei hilly, and coiitinneai iiaas fiur to the nortlpvarJ 
hititiide the rock l»eing porphyritiis*' The eUy formatiun 1= 
the sotftiiki^aTd tewt l>eeit likened tlie appitarattc^ of Uie < >a>t « v* 
iLwit, and at a short distance it bowrs cef tairdy a very great r< i t ? i 

U; ba||lie diftj of chuJkv »» cinop. ' 

«fa y withbot;-i»tiy..fr^^ of 
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may enter^» but at low water tbe banks arc 

*y ito A great extent ; a channel, however, is left on its south side, 
of auffit^ent^eptli for a smaU vessel : the tide rises forty-six feet, 
and«^ is very 

Port £>ieaire, in 47® 46^ south latitude, has a narrow entrance 
with atmtig tide * ; but affords in the offing very good anchorage 
as wettnMhelter from tlie prevailing winds, winch are offshore, 
or.wcsfcerly* The inlet extends up the country, nearly in a west 
direction, for eighteen miles ; hut the land is dry and parched, 
and very i(!i»suitiib!e for ttie establishinent which the Spanish 
government formed there not many years since, and of which 
evident trace* remifin to this day. 

St. George’s Golf, called in the old charts * Bahia sin Fondo/ 
or Deep-S^ Gulf, was formerly considered to be a deep sinuosity 
of the coast, into whidli a river emptied il7< waters after winding 
through a Urge tract of country ; for, until the Descubierta aftd 
Atrevida’s voyage of discovery, very vague accounts had l)een given 
of this, or indeed of any other part ot* the coast. The Gulf, upon 
that examination, was found to pcjsscss no river or creek in any 
\m1i excirpting on the north side, where there arc several deep 
bays and coves, which arc, and have In^cn ihsquenud by our seal- ^ 
iug vessels. The country about is dry and parched, although 
partially covered with small shrubs, and a wiry grass m whicli 
large herds of guanacsoes feed. 

According to Fulknet (the Jestiit missioii?»ry. who resided many 
years aiticmg the Indian tribe* inhabiting the couim*y alvH't Buenos 
Ayres), the imtlem coast, between the latitudes of 41' and is 
fiequented by the natives for the purpose only of burying tlie 
tleud : liiey Imve, however^ bm» occiirioixnUy met wdth travelling 
aUmg the coasts a|]^ren% witbont any. |Kiirticukr object In view. 
Near Port Beriro I have neifo the graves of the Itidiam on the 
i^ummit of tbe hU^^ bu^ bad been removed, probably 

by the Indian* l3iem*elT«p are isdfbi^ned by FaJkner, that, 

alter the dead lii||a are 

visited by tba irib^ bcaies ami 

cottveymg wdiem t^ are set up 

and ad0roi*d';,:adl&i-^ 

family of tiii^ for tl^ cKKwatoii* Has <wrera0iiv 

• . . .. ■ u •' 



is by «ei^^ 

iti$ t^Mtfridtoth€^iHlt«^ • '..v^,; '.;.^ 

M the year 1808, fi*om the oemni^noeme^^^^^ <# 
middle of August, the Adventure (the ship I commended) at 
anichor at Port Famine, in the of Maga^eh% in latxiitde 

53® 38^' south, and Icmgitude 70® 54r' yest of Gi^nwidb j and 
during the whole of that time a careful meteorological journal 
was kept* The temperature was registocd from a very gotrf ther- 
mometer of Fahrenheit’s scale, suspended within a copper cylin- 
drical case of nine inches diameter, and perforated;, above and 
below with holes, to admit a free current of air* The cylinder was 
fixed to the roof of a shed, thatched with dried leaves to shelter it 
from the sun, while the sides were open. The barometer (a moun- 
tain barometer made by Newman, with an iron cylinder) was 
hung up in tlie observatory, five feet above the liigli -water mark, 
and both instruments w*ere examined carefully and regularly at the 
following hours, namely : six and nine o’clock in the morning, at 
noon, and at three and six o’clock in the evening. The state of 
tlie atmosphere was obvserved daily, by Daniel’s hygrometer, at 
three o’clock in the afternoon. The maximum and mmiinvm tem- 
peratures were also observed twice in twenty-four hours, Irom a 
Six’s thermometer, namely : at nine o’clock in the morning, and 
at nine in the evening. From this journal the following abstract 
been drawn up : — 
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\tc9n heighjt of the Bahombthh, corrected for NcotA CapilF, md reduced 

to the tctoperature of 32°. 
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12 Days 
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ME Am ' 

Fetir 

MwwL 

April. 

1 May. 1 

1 , -1 

Jane. 

1 July, j 

AnifUsL 

Autumii.j 

BiumU 

1 

Au,ABr. 


inches.’ 

lUches. 

in'chci. 1 

inches. 

Inches. 

! j 

1 !n»*hcs. 1 

Inches. 

inebe?. 

Inched. 

Inches. 

Vi. 

29'-tt4 

2i>G3j 

2i)-56!)! 

+29^322 

+29*279 

29‘5Sli 
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29-230 

20*531 

+29-394 
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+-116 

,+•665 
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■311 

•2771 
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1 
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1 +*550 

%39i 
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' -202 

1 
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•640' 
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1 29-280 

29-.539 
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AUTUMNAL VEIUOD. 

BRUMAL PERIOD, 

12 Dnys 
of 

MEANS. 


'.‘our. 

Feb. 

Match* 

Ainib 

May. 

June. 

July. 

AllgUBt. 

Autiitn, 

Brumal. 

Au.&Br. 

! 

0 


0 

c 

0 


0 

0 

c 

C 

i VI. 

i 

44-30 

44‘20 

35*82 

34-74 

30*67 

30-53 

a'Mo 

41*44 

31-98 

36-71 

! IX. 

51 ‘3B 

49'87 

40*01 

36*36 

3i-a3 

31*50 

35*11 

47-29 

33-23 

40-2G 

X'U. 

54-23 

62-53 

45-42 

40-68 

36*02 

35*93 

: 37-92 

50*73 

37-54 

+M3 

1 

^ HI. 

64-44 

62-39 

44-86 

39-62 

34-36 

34*5.9 

36-24 

50-57 

36-19 

43*38 


3M6 

47-84 

39-83 

36-97 

31-98 

32-58' 

i 

33*54 

46*13 

33-61 

39-82 

1 Meaus 

51-10 

49-37 

41-22 

36-47 

.12-97 
1 

33*03 

33*25 

47-23 

34-49 

40*86 
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AUTUMNAL PERIOD. 

BRUMAL PERIOD. 

.. 

19 Days 
of 

.mean.-:. 


Peb. . 

March. 

April. 

May. 

■»» 

June. 

Jnly. 

August 

. 

Autuiif. 

Bruniai. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. ; 

Monthly mean twn. > 
from Table II. j 

51-10 

49-37 

41-22 

3S-47 

32-97 

.33;03 

33-25 

47-23 

34-1;'' 

TcmTW’rflture of > 
dew j - ' 

41-31 

40*75 

31-83 

34-88 

30*28 

-29-41 

30-28 

38-9(1 

1 

t)if!terenoB between 
mean temijerat.. > 
and dew notat J 
Dryness (the point"! 
of Saturation be- ; 
ing lOiH)) 

9-79 

8-G2 

6-39 

0-59 

2-69 

3-62 

2 - 97 ! 

8-27 


711-8 

736-42 

809-9 

080-6 

1 

1 

003-B 

j 87i'>-3, 

894-6 

7-52-71: 


Jfliastidty of vajiour 

295-7 

289-0 

238-64 

239-04' 202-21 

I 

i 196-46 

202-2 

j274-M 


Weight of a c».tbic'^ 
foot of vapour in ' 
gridni ...J 

3*3441 

1 3-2801' 

2-75r>0 

2-79-'6| 2-3731 

1 

!2-3<WS 

1 

1 2-342 1' 

1 

|3-12(;4 
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Month.H. 


Februnry 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 


Pressure.. 


Tcuipcratvire, 


... rif, V 

H ; ijroriHn f 


Max. Miiu 




inches- 

.30-087 

M'Oiilt 

30'05.’> 

29-850 

.• 10 - 079 j 

:moo\ 

29782 


Inches. 

29-004 

28-844 

28-705 

26 ^ 2 ^i 

2 S-M 2 


lUuge. 

inches. 

1-319 
l-09.> 
1-211 
1 »055 
1 - 80.7 
1-558 


28-700. 1-073 


Air. I Water. ^ 

Max. ! Min. iHunge Max. Min. jHange* Max. | Y' -u 


66 

68 

57'5j 

40-5; 

m 

44-2 

40-2 


28 

30-5 

28 

20*5j 

10.-2 

12-6 

m 


38-0 

37-5 

29-5 

20-0 

20-5 

31-6 

30*7 


52*5! 43 7 
50*5! 41 -5! 

I 

-tl-S 40 - 6 ! 

48-2U-8j 


■17-0, 

45-B 

43*1 


40'3 

41*8 

40-2 


8-8 

90 

7-3 

5- i 

6- 7 
3-2 
jl-9 


i 

17 ! 3 -- 


-12 

43 

41.-5 

39-7 


2i 
20 
i 9 


37-2! 20-5 


I 

*"' ! 
■yi i 

10 ‘ 7 : 
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the preceding tables It will be seen that the mean tem*- 
i»erature for the autumnal |ietiod (the months of February, March, 
and April) wias 47®-2 ; the .maximum and minimum were respeo 
SS%a|^d For the brumal period, the three following 
months, the mean temperature was 34®*5, and the raaxirnum and 
mimmuin 49"=^ 5 and 12® *6, During the former, or autumnal period, 
the barometer ranged between SO 099 and 28 768 inches, and for 
thp* fatter It was between 80-5 and 28*274 inches. The range for 
the first being bSSl indies, and for the last 2*226 inches. 



me 


‘ im' '■' 

.BEAGLE^S * G:AME’- BOOKi'i&-' ^ ’ 


Pate. 

» Giver. 

' ’ >■' ■ ■■ '. 

Given foir Fresh Provisions. 

. . . . i 

May 16 

T ■ 

Mrs May .S...^e..oa.;daaa. 

4 Daeks, 2 Redfelis. 

— 

George West 

3 Gulls^ 1 Goose.^ 

17 

Mr. Murray •a*..*.** 

90 ‘lbs. of Guanaco meat. 

19 

Capt. FitZ*Roy«aaaa«.«..,a 

36 Fish (fVom Natives). 

19 

Do. 

10 Shags» 4 Redbills. 

27 

J. Bennett 

2 Shags^ 1 Goose, 3 Peii> 
guins. 

June 6 

J, Bennett 

7 Shags, 14 Fish. 

7 

Capt. Pitz-Roy... 

1 Albatross, 1 Bittern, 

16 

Lieut. Kempe 

' t 

5 Shags, 2 Geese. 

16 

Mr. Brailey ; 

1 Hawk, 1 Owl. ! 

16 

Jas. Forsyth 

17 Redbilla, 5 Sea-pigeoris.| 

17 

Do. 

15 Redbills, 1 Hawk. j 

19 

Do. 

6 Shags. ‘ 

**— 

Lieut. Keimw 

16 Shags, 4 Ducks, 6 Red- ; 
bills, 4 Sea-pigeons, 

20 

Lieut.Keinpe^Mr.Stokes^ 
and J. Forsyth 

41 Shags, 3 Steamer- i 
ducks, 11 Redbills, 5 | 
Sea-p%eons, 3 ITawksy 

2 Owls- 


' iVbfe. —Otters, */oxpB, and seal, were tried tnom tJuUli: 0>ij^, but discarded. 
Very youag seal, however, Were liked, as well as youog fieii^ins. 
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BEAGLE'S ‘ GAME ' 

BOOK, 1830. 


Oiyen as Fresh Provisions. 

To whom. 

Miy 

n 

4 Ducks, 1 Goose*. | 

The Sick. 



S Gulls, 2 Redbills 

The Fiiegians. 


l8 

90 lbs- of Giianaco nu»at 

All Hands. 


19 

30 Fish. 

Sick & Fuegifins- 


20 

6 Shags, 2 Redbills 

Sick. 


21 

4 Shags, 2 RedbUls ...... 

Fuegians. 


28 

2 Shags. 

Sick. 


29 

1 Gopse, 3 Peoguins ... 

Fuegians. 

June 

7 

7 Shags, 14 Pish 

Sick. 


8 

1 Albatross, 1 Bitterii. 

Fuegians. 


17] 

18j 

If S Shags, 17 Redbills, H 
pll Owl, 5 Pigeons, 2 / 
1 L Hawks, 2 Geese * 

1 

1 


19 

6 Shags*. 

Sick and Fuegians. 


20 

16 Shags, 4 Ducks, 6 
Redbills 

All Hands.-t 


21 

20 Shags, 9 Pigeons, 2 
Owls 

1 

All Hands. 


23 

11 Shags, 6 Redbills, 3 
Hiiyvks 

All Hands, t 


24 

25 

6Shags,5Redbai8...... 

5 3 Steainers ... 

Wick and Fuegilihs. 



Bxcefrt guttHioom, second and third messes. 

: t I^KCe^t calih >4 ipurth and dhb messes. 
t Mtcept cabin, sixtli and seventh messes. 






Adelaide ( Texider) gmnidd* 

ceedinga, ioS» no, i t tUr-gpes to look ^ 
for San ^basi^an i as* i 

return to poit Fam^n^ 140 — sent 
tdCnyetaxio Island^ loses boat,! 4 i-l 4 ^ 
— in Bbugainville Harbour* 145 — 
further proceeding* 149/ '* 6 a, 

iB^—shffers A’dw gale in Hiver Fteta, 
191 — detciiticMt, 1904196 --.goes to 
Magdalen Channel^ , V97, ata* 

347 , a 4 B-rproccedJngtf, ^6x^57 
---«t ChUde, a58-^pKx.‘eedio^, agH- 
aSd^repah^* SOo-^saiia to Gtolf of ' 
Fe&i* 301— arrives at Fort Fimlne, 

. 3ai«-eai]s with Adventure to Monte 
Video and Eib de Janeiro, 333 -^ 
particulars of her last cruise* 3^3^3541 
- 4 eft as tender to fiag-sWp* 46U, 

Ad venturoy leaves River Plata* i*^at 
Sta. Ele^, a-6 — * anchors near Cwe 
Fairvrieather* 7"^enters Strait of MW 
gaihaens, Id passes Ftisl Nattow, 
15 -- in Ore^pjiy' Ba^t, 

Second Ni«nrdw, uo-^ Fitshwater 
Baj^ aaWfS Port Famine^ n^S4W. 
in taicdo Bay^ 85--^fn Ori^^ 

85- io4.^ib iuo de jFeneiroy 
to Banti^ $ta. CtiAliarhig, Monte 
miiee to aoutibvWrd, 1 06, 197 
~^re-ejnterii‘B^it* id Possession Bayv 
Bay» iii^ Port 
™nihe, iiT^iwurvy on hoard, 144 
— leavM FortIPstelney iBis-^ters 
River Pla^k Bmllinn squiidroiiy 186, 
i 87 -^t Rto 16 Janeiro, i8B«**>iQ 
P«wpf*vii^^ Port Heeire, 

i 9 a--Mfiea*fiear Bay. i^S-rGocico 
vdii j. 


Slatea Land. 197*-St. Mai*tiii Cove, 
ValjiaraUo Bay* ao7— at Cht- 
"l^e. aio— at Valparaiso, goes to Juan 
Fernandex, 30a-rat Concepcion, 308 
---enters Strait of Magalhaens. 311 — 
in PlayaParda, 313— Fortescue Bay, 
31 3-^rcaches Port famioe, 31(1“^ 
departs filial^, 33 Rio de Jaitei- 
. ro, 3ag;^arrivai in ^England, 463^. 
Admiralty Soutid, glaciers, weather. 
Indians, passages, description of. 
sliqrea, 36-59*. 

Agnes Islands, rocks^ dangers, 380. 
Aglieros, boiiudaries of Chilbe, ajt— 
description of Piraguas. ‘iCs— quoted 
on chmate, 094, u95rHi<^ 

^ary voyages, 3a7^3U9. 

Ainswortii. Mr*, goes to sut^ /l^ort 
San Ahtomo. drowned. bttjirhd.pjbeO, 

■ 63-64. ' 4 ¥ ■ ■ ■ •■■•'■■ 

Aldunato. takns Chil^e, Yritemili^lltie of 
the province, \^--4tfieodot#/^^^ 
-*-goes in Adventure to YaJpacalso. 

Alersc, good quoliti'es c^:wood^ 
to obtain, ttBu-aSg., ' ^ 

Anat spmthris, iiy, 

AiipOii Sin Saltda (of Sajinleuto).!j|iift^ 
Adelaide there, weather, tnieed, .34y* 
^Asidres San. cani^ (of JSsiml^nto). jfisv 
Appointment, 339. ^ \ 

■ 35a. ^ 

• Aiuioii.wJuan,, Seroande» 4 '^<:' '■•. • 
Antonio ^t)| Forty Cordova's adeoiint. 

ia6 — huiwhig-ldEdJi^ 



lApkmiS^ •■•-, ■-''■•-f'-'-Av 

%i;8%3iv.': „,:•- 

4r^«i<wi(2 ,'v; , 
Ar^mauia tttheri^saf MttM in 
nol(>fain, containing 
io6, 107. . 

Ari<i] Hocks, supposed, search for, inael> 
iiig oi currents gave rise to false re|ioH 
of their existence, 4no, 461, , - 

Asses' ears, la. 

Aymoml Mouc.t, 12: : • 


IJarbara Cliannoi, islands, rocks, tiitea, 

Barbara iknta, lV)rt, )64^aik<-bNi^^ 
su))?wscd Wager's, found, i05"-!-iriotth- 
taius, island, produettona, wigtvaihs, 
weather, 166, ib‘7, 

Bainevelt 43fv 

Barometer, 4^— ohsemtos for height 
of Motuit 42, 43-*for nrentber, 

144, 149— -before pampero, 189, ijM 
- observatwns, soaj nog, 214^ for 
height of Mountain de la Cmx^ 044 
-"hltention to, 371- — changes, 4«d, 
427,4'^'^. 4(i5, 4^ 4(>7* 

Beagle, leaves Monte Video, i-»iit Sta. 
Elena, 7 approaches Strait of Ma- 
galhaens, 13 passes Kiriit Narwnv, 
Gregwy Bay, Port 

Famine, 25— prepared to go to We»t 
j)art of Straits, slid sails, aCf, 
anxiety for, arrival, 6^ proceedings, 
cunents, squalls, doubles Cape Bro- 
ward, leaves Port GallsniC ^pe 
Tamar, darker, didicidties. dangerous 
service, frbiri Poft Fa* 

mine for Impute Video, 85 goes 
thence td^ ?ftio de Janeiro, 105 
ordered to Port Desire, iu8 — pro- 
tracted absence, arrival at Port 
Fi^ine, 119 — sgjlis min, U9 -r- 
return, 131 pro(m^h}gii during 
absence, dangers off t^r^lel Peak^ 
{sufferings of crew, at PortSUnia Bar- 
l«ra, Port Henry, Port Otway, peri- 
lous situation iii Channera mbutfi, 
Kttfferinga erew, «t P«t Otwiiy lor 
recovery, — injuienl during 

pamfK^ro in Uiver Pl^, setts 


ir,o _ 

m SwbB««,'.Bijri 196.— procecuin.^- 
^m, mivai at Chil6e, 

■—sails for Tierra del Fuego, 300— .,,1 
Rio de JanelrOj^ gllfo— prov^edinc^ 
during absence, wi^tlier, sncliorw^r, 
gales, hpal Stofeu; enticiiraccidenl, hj 
Good SuceeM Bay, at Monte Vid ’o 

<^pe, 40t;. 

]Mhieo Htuski Unstfocessful ecaiTh \or, 
tog— found and examined, 1 20; , 
Black Rlver^brifoCb ofl^n Tudeo Rivor, 
V. 3Ud ^ rapid currents, obstruciionsi 
^ shor^, glaciers* 329* * 

Bfoncd Cape, shoals off, 108. 

Boat upset, lives lost* b‘3, 64 — boa* 
4tpl^ >43r-y^'^i ^ost, iiio -- 
lUlOther h<5at lust, 1533— boats in dan 
gC^t — W'hale-boat stolen n» nr 

Cape W^olatlOn, 391 — Ivaskeidlla- 
substitute descrilwd, 392—boat build. 
Swihed, 4«3* 

Boi|ia BayiSreayber, \\ ilJiwaws, ?.47» ;] 1 y. 
Bougamviiii, to, 35, 39, 8!i-~»tirmoruu, 
70, 71 •*-<)« Patagonians, 99, 1 f) 1 . 
Boi^atnvilie Harbour, 1212, 145, * 40. 
Breaker Bay, 373* 374 - 
Buckland Mount, gi. 

Bueno Port, its excellence, produchon .. 
340, » 4 i. 

Brtimey Mount. 260, 

Bynoe, Mr. , exetirsion, 2 14— voluai ? .1 
in Adelaide, 217, 24 1- -meers Indi/iiis, 
255 volimteers again in Adtd tub* 
301,359* 

Byron, CotrUnodore, notice of .Sedpv 
River, 38-^ of Patagonians, <9— ' ; 
cave near Van Otway, 323 — 
vuur to trace stqps of iiii p&ity aft ? 

of Wf^er, account of cutilj 
cesooimeclcd with it, 324-34?; — h» > 
description of Moatrose Islw,nd, 
Bowen, Mr., ascends Mountuui dtf Ir* 
Cn«5, 69. 

Campana Island, bad weather, datigt-r ui 
.Beagle, 1^1, ' 

Cmodirfi, aifrival in tU Strait, ;i3-oun- 
duct to eCtUefiS^ giv^ tbe 

Port Famine, 34* 

Cei^rtena, or Ofge, 21^8, 2B; 1. 



I Sot; Jc. 


Cm-Jw to, de CW?6«! *49~«u<^«mige, 
pMition, 474-,- building,, 4 k<od #,?76 
“i>iisg|i«s, aU4.ii8a 
Cascade IJttjr, aig. 

Oavia^ some <^ied Imre, 5^ 

Centurion, 303, 304, 307, 

Chanm, 306. 

Channel’s mouth; anchorage, weather, 
surf, 173 dcspliue scene, perils, 
8<j[UaU^, 179— inlets iiigar, gales, tides, 

330^ 

Chani‘icleer at Monte Video, 187 -- at 
St Martitt Coye. 196 — sails thence, 

305 . 

CharadHUs rul}tcola^ 41 . 
diaries Islands, surveyed, 315. 

Chi !6e, position, extent » population ,^71, 
‘273— g^vcmmetit, troops* 373— eulti- 
'v'fttion, peasantry. ^76 ^ manners, 

morals, 377 ‘''•schools, languac'e, pro- 
duce, 378 — nmnufactures, exports, 
imports, 379— varieties of wood, 280, 
38 i - log roadri, 383— ploughs. 3x86— 
soil, 387— forced coatrihutions, hmU, 
iSa— ghell-fish, 390— mode of cook- 
ing, 391 — anecdote. 393 — cUmatc, 
394-396 — struggles iigainst Chile, 
398. 

I'holgua (Mj/tilus Mot^rJlorticn.^. La- 
wuti-ck), 390, 

('lioro {Mytilm cAorns, Molina), Q90. 

; (n^khurn Channel, 234, 

{ ' >hiptera, a few species at Elena, 6. 

i om htyUptjis Peruviana, vised as drinking 
':um, ifj;. 

t ’oiulor, size, accounts of Molina ami 
Fi fiiuboldt, 1 8i). 

( npidtda, me species at S*® Elena, 6, 
Fmz, dcla, mountain, ascended, 6c) — 
memormis femnd, 70, 7 1 — ascejided 
;5gain. 343, 344— its heiglit, 314, 

< )ipin 0 AnatOilrnileSf 359 . 

(agouti), 5. 

Minutus\ of D’Azara, r*. 

Dfcr, OB Point Shau Aurm, 48 — tnude 
near ObstnicttOn f<ound, 353 — many 
fiiore obsemd, 354 — supposetl ol a 
tjovej 4pectes* 355. 

ik ure, Port, examined, l ao, loa, 195. 
'-‘quince found there, tides, iho. 


m 

DkjgO Kamirez Islets, 434 cliuMte. 

436 . 

Diego San, Cape, strong tide, 453 — 
coast i»eiir, 456, 

Dislocation Harbour, 364 - ■ 

Dogs, 46, 52, 63, 76, 89, i37-6ne dhe 
(Fuegian). 148, a 16 — smalhskcd, 
1138 — at Juan Fewmndez, 304 — fine 
Fuegian dog, 444 — one like young 
'Hon, 448, 

Dovia Cove, weather, 406. 

Dimgeneas Point, 12. 

Eagle Day, 35, 37, 4^. 

Kastor Hay, 348, 349. 

Elena, Sta. Port, arrival there, coast, 
*2 — l>ad weather, fossil oyster- shells, 4 
animals and birth-. 5 — scarcity of 
fisti, trees, tnu-es of natives, depar- 
ture, 6. 

Ktiglefiekl Islnud. ‘J'if). 

fistevim ^ar», riiunncl of, tidcfe. ‘265* • 

Evangelists, or Isles of direction) 156. 

Eyre, 8jr (?eorg(\ Sound, glaeicis, 
whales, seal, iceberg:^, 337. 

Fainveather. Capo, gale near, singuUir 
error, 7-- abundance of fish, 8, ^--^de- 
partine^froui, 9, 530. 

Fulkncr, the Jestdr, description of Pata- 
gonians, B(>, 87— futieral ceremonies, 
uy^^nives, 1^6. 

Famine, Pori, Uti — fonorr Spanish 
colony, '2p. 30, 3-2, 33 -aamed by 

Camlish, 3,1 — shells, 37 - animals, 
birds, 38 — fishing, 30 — preparalions 
and departure, 84--K‘ vii^ired, 117 — 
events there during absence, iiB — 
weather, up — w^inter, 14- fitx»ds, 
lightning, 144-- scurvy, 143 “effects 
of wratjjpr, 149, 150— Beagle there, 
2 ih—Au venture theire. 315 — finally 
quitted, 331. 

Felipe. San, »Si)ftinsh scttleuient iipder 
Sarmionto, Viednia, 31, 32 — aban- 
doned, now Port Famine, 34. 

FeHspojaros, 117. 

Fire, at Port 8^'* Eleua^ .3 — at Port 
Fnmint\8;j~-W>a£ and shedf destroyed 
by Fuegians, nS, at Port Desire, 
»P4'm f^Jregory Bay, 313 — 
traces ol near Level Hay, 3?j8. 



■i'lj'&'ife-ii:-. 


FtiiiK|U>j’, Robcfrt, 

ed to Betigle, i 68 J>rdcef}dlttg3j at 
Port Desiro* i ^5 explores -^rome 
Ctianu??), 3^1— scenery, 

Channel, a^i4--‘iiaVtaw escape, 
at Port Galtant, seaf^u for jaw- 
sage into SkyHnpf Water, 548 at 
Chil^e, ^50-- reaves San Carloa,. 3^?o 

- goes to relieve party in distress, 3% 
— cxcnrsion to Cape Gloucester, 37^V 
37 7 - search tor lust boat, 393'404 — 
lemurks on 'J'ierra del Fnego, 4»o — 
excursion in boat, Imd weather, gales, 
41B — proceedings and return on 
hoard, 4tp, 423- -iurther proceedings 
to rcttirn to England, 423, 462, 

Fortffsciie Ray, 132, 313, 315. 

Foster, Henry, Captain, meeting with, 
1B7- arningeoients, St Mar- 

lin Cove, i<)d — sail* thence, 205 — 
some account of his death, 2o(i. 

Fox, at Elena, 3 — curious chase of 
oue, *93. 

Freshwater Buy, 22— vegetation, 25, 

Freyre, attacks and takes Childe, 298, 

Froward, Cape, df}— described, 145* 

F^uegians, first seen, wigwams, numbers, 
23— dress, food, character, 44 — near 
Cape liowlctt, manners, curious anec- 
dote, 53, 54 " weapons, skill, 55 — 
harrer in ABigdalen Cfiauncl, di — 
conduct, (h — in Harbour of Mercy, 
74 — description of persons, ^na- 
fueuts, food, hahituiions, domestic 
tics, affection, 75, 7d, 77 - - at Pori 
San Antonio, 12R — beJinviour, appear- 
ance, cunning, tap — in Warrington 
Gove, 1 3,5 — visits, canoes, 1 37 — 
carving, 138 — imtivesat Port Famine, 
mischievous, 141 — near Point Santa 
Antia. 147— troublesome, 14B — met 
again, a 16 — near Otway Water, ‘2-26 
— ]miT»t, canning, 2 27-s,*Hnecdof.e, 234 

— abuse, 2 38 — in Fortescue Bay, 
plank canoes, * Pcdieray,' anecdote, 
313— curious circuirisMnces, 315—- at 
Fort Examine, misconduct, 3iS-* pre- 
aiutioHK, quarrel. 317, 318 — driven 
uwAy, caution, 310, 320 -- met by 
Adoiai<lc’.‘., boat’fe rrcNV, curious notices, 
habits, t!)eft, 342, 344— few in number, 
345 at Lundfall Island, 367 — con- 
duct to party in di»ti*jess, arn^^ bird- 
catching. 370 near Otway Bay, 


»mopg tifime mis, 87 «-^tmces 

’ pn wmE 388 — steal whale.. 

«iet with, 394 — ; fttVtbcv 
meertif^s; bc^tV gei^r fourid^ 3P5 — 
various itti^lents connected \Jith im- 

• tiveiju -^fi, 897 -*'t;liiCves%mily seizeii. 
398— another pmy met, 899^guid<;s 
escape^ 40* ---•bther meetings, 402, 
—three children left dh tjoard Beagle, 
4<>4^turo of them wstdred, natives ii. 
March Harbour, young man detuineii, 
40fp-4listurbance in March Uatbovu ! 
4 *a-^skiri«isht 413"^ their stHengt:i 
and daring, ‘ York- 4 15 — 
‘ Boat rnemoi^/ * E^uegia l^sket,* .{ h. 
-r-cohduct of Fuegians on jDoard it. 
other natives, 4^7, 4^8 — ‘ Yapoo^ 
mode of fishing, 428 — natives nt;u 
Nassau Bay, skins, wigwams, 429 
without arms, tractable, 430 — in m »! ~ 
ray Narrow, large wigwam, fooii, .41. > 
—‘Jemmy Button,* 445 — in Valcn- 
tyn Bay, dogs, 448. 

Fury Harbour, wreck of Saxe Cobuip. 
h(>.,-descrlbed, 3B0 — examined, 381 
—rocks, 3B6. 

Gabriel Channel, 49 — weiiUiei, 50 — 
squalls called ‘ williwaws,* 59. 

Gadus, 9. 

Gales, usual direction, 102, i6;> — cl: - 
vutioirs, 235 — usual course of, 

Gallant, Port, G 3 G 13 *^ huinmi! ,' 
birds, natives, 134, 135, 220, 2.4 1, 

Gallegos River, 9 — tides, 1 20. 

Geology of country near Fori S' > 
Elena, 3 — Cuj.e Fuirweather, , ^ 
Mount Samiiento, 27 — Mounr l i. i;, 
44 — Port Warcrfall, 52— Ada ' . iry 
Sound, 59 — Gabriel Cha .nrS, o- 
near Second Narrou', n 2 — f ;i(M‘ 
Frow'ard and Fort Gallaut, 1:^1 - 
Mount Maxwell, 136 — 'l ov^* :? 

192— Cape Horn, St, Murli!- ( t.\o. 
•204 — Juan Fernandez, 30-^ 

Islands, f{75 — Cape Ca^i}iMcn;:i>. 
Doris Cove, 410. 

Gilbert I.dands, Doris C(W(% 40b'. 

Glaciers, 6 ‘, 57 j, 25^1 887 .l i 

Gloucester, Cape, 373* 
to, weather, 376 — uiitives, [jumIu.V: 

^77. 

Graves, Mr., goes in Hope, 28 — j/i./ 



cecdingK, 45»44 I-omas 

, Bay, ttgai^ln Mope, 65 — 

teturnijr, appdoted to Adelawle 

tender, 107-^111 Gregory Bay, uo. 
Hi;"— in mt Gallant, 434, 1^6 — 
tktacbed, i4^i— loss of boat, HOt, 143 
— at Bougainville HaH>(>ur, 145, 146 
-- witiv Patagonians, 14?), 151— at 
Port Gallant, 341— honoumble trait, 
-i4‘a ^ jouriui!, ‘251-^^57 — near Cape 
- Upright, 25^— gocs^ to Cliildo, 268. 
Gregory Bay, Beagle joins Advenrure 
there, i»i — gules, mirage, Putagoniuus, 
85 — scenery, productions, fires, ui — 
natives, 1B3. 

Guaneioes, 3, 4, 5 — near Cape Orange, 

1 5 —in Gregory Bay, 1 1 1 — bezoar- 
stone, 117 — mode of Jninting theru, 
151 ‘ unu^iuul chase, i9;v~near Sea 
Bear Bay. 194— very large ones seen 
near Windliond Bay, 43^^ — numerous 
near Aguirre Bay. 446. 

Giiayaneco Islands, 167, 331, 

Guyot Duclos, 10, 9.2— notice oi natives, 
90 — ftl^irniisli with naiivch,'^3ao. 

Uonry. Port, 150--* productions, seeucfy, 
Bio, Jhi. 

Hcrrnite Islavid, remarl^ildc |>caks, sur- 
vey, 207. 

Hope, IVIount, 5<‘, 57, 51^ 

Hope, docked boat, 20 -crew, sails on 
survey, 2H — luvK'.ecdiiigs, meets Kue- 
gians in Brenton Sound, 45,40 — 
jniNS -ge back to i^nt I'amine, 47 - 
repaired, 4d*“‘ govs to Kagic Bay, ir.to 
Gabriel ('hannd, 49 — liirlhor pro- 
treedings, 50-b;, — sails Hgain, <>5 -- 
goes with Cupti in King. h<> — further 
proceedings, 82. * 

Iforti, Cape, ascent of liighcst point, 
uiemonal left, 4;;-- — wpathcr, 433. 
Horn iKlinid, 432. 
iiphemptej'u. at l^on, S7' Elena, h, 

I'M iHjrgs, field of icc, 175, 337, 4V-- 
1‘7 Sound, glHcicis, avalunobes, 141*. 

I IilefotisoS, 424. 

Indian (Jharmel, tyoiujc, i\ ('atht»r, 223. 
Harbour, 333— vveather, 334. 

Icrofne Cluiimcl. 221 — scenery, 222. 
liuit Sound, expiored, 329, 


Jwi cttHblwhincnr, 

productions, 303 — dogs, goats, fish, 
WcttiieorH, 304- boterty, trees, fruits, 
3 o5 , 306 — shells,' coral, ottchorugc, 
3o(i — aximnds, seals, birds, 307 — 
excursions, thermometer, 30B* 

Katcr Peak, ascended, ooo, ‘>01,202— 
again, 433» 434. 

Kelp, or sea- weed, its great ii.se, 13 — 
inmwmse growth, 363. 

Kelp fish, excellent food, 199, 

Kelly Harbour, 175. 

Ivcuipe, I-.ie:ut., 6x001^1008,914, 409.— 
in cli/ise of Fntgiiin>, 412, 413 — 
pruin|.t»ie.>.s, 423. 442 — left in charge 
of Beagle. 43“ - vigilance, 445, 449. 
Kempe Ihirbuur, 218. 

Eivke, Mr., goes in Adelaide, *217, 241, 
942— ascenils Mount Skyring, 253 — 
near t'ape i amar, 25M — sails again in 
Advlaide, 301— examines the Chan- 
Mouth, 33s) — zealous e.xcrtion, 
;'33 — eXiuninCH Sir George Eyre 
Sound, isy - rurther proceedings. 3;jb, 
.SlPl—lracv'^ Canal of the Mouiitairs, 
347. 34 ^ — VVorsley 8 oiuid, 349— dis- 
a$»poit>tUH:ut>, 3,>o. 359 — furtlier cx- 
arninuiioos, 354-357. 

I. atiiudc Bay, 3^8 — ud vuidages. 370. * 
Luum i»asm, 375. 

J. ve\vavd Bay, 3v7» 

l.iumux Harbour, 437*“ nniivc?, 449. 
Li]*idopUra, a fevr sjtccie.s at Port 
Kiel in, (n 

jArrm of D'Azara, 5. 

Lizards, b. 

I.obos, lh»rt, 2, 

Ia)nias Buy, hj. 

LoyasJK'h voyugc qwotml, jp). 

Lneiji Santa. Cape, coasi ncur, 157. 
L\‘mlsey, Snjeunr., dcatl!; of, 17b 
buriaK 177. 

IVlagiiibacns, Stiuit of. voyage* to c.xplore, 
umler Don Antoui<^ de Coixiova, 9 — 
lurouet olbad. weather, coidtrmcd by 
Wallis utid ('arte-r^. u> — diflercncc in 
5l|n'}lmg name. » vvgctntion of Mrait, 
ft 2 — iuiiinabv 25 — scenery, 51 — 





pii 8 Bed/i 86 ~« Altered 
;... diMilly quitted, ;;^a» . ' ..>4'--\. . k ■.. ■ 

Mnijcl^ilen Clmqpdi <?q 7^ imckorftgie, 
scenery, 
tio«», 35 a. 

lyiugiietic influence, unusuel, 199 , 200 , 
•'i 04 , 3 «^«, 3 H 3 » 384 / 3 ^ 5 . ^ 

Muire Le, Strait, tides in, 455 , 456 . 
]\lalus}mm,flt PortSt* lillenaiu 179 S, 3 , 
March I If arbour, 408 , 424 , 

]\rariii, a PHtagoniuii, first interview 
with, 18 — at (-iref^oi-y Pay, 85 , 86 — 
vizirs ships, 88 - obtains guunaco meat 
tor thew>, uiterview with on shore, 89 
— acts os pnestess, 90 — cupidity, 9*2 
' toldo,’ pa— disapp<niitinent 104 — 

< 01 dial nujeting with, pre'^ents, 114 -^ 
iaipoituiiity, anecdotts 113 — scene in 
foldo, * 16 — .re- visited, lU;). 

Marian Cove, 71 , 

Martin St. Cove, 198 — weather, ttsrent 
of Kutor Peakj, 200 , aoi , 202 — gales 
and wiili\v:i\vs, * 203 . 

I\Iax\vell, Port, 199 . 

Mesier Cbanuel, entrance to, 331 — 
entered by Adelaide, ;t 33 anchor- 
.'O’, t'«s, chores, ti ees, 3;]4 — scareiJy of 
inhabitants, 345 ‘ 

Millar, Alextuuler Mr., tleath of, 321 . 
Misery Mount, * 234 « 

Mitchell, Lieut, uedvity, 301 , 317 , 319 . 
Montos Tres, Cape, 167 , 168 , 169 , 322 . 
A/ovton Island, 420 — tide between it 
i'lid CJold-diist Isle, 42 i. 

Momilains, canal oftfie, 347 . 

M onion Eh 238 . 

.Mimf'Tin, near Cape Fairvveathcr, o. 
.Murray, Mr , ^ident, 3^4 — .W’s t*> 
K. end of LMlhill Islmnls, 368 — in 
distil ,369 — goes to Euston Pniv, 
} 76 'd 7 '^' -^goes to Cape l>e^olavio», 
hail weather. 390 — severe gales, return 
anv.iously lookwl for, %ends coxswain ‘ 
bark in basket.-like c&noe, 39 1 *“ b)Sh 
01 whale diOdi. 393 ^ searrh for iier, 
/t»i, 402 , 403 — goes away again, 407 
— peiiciraies into elinnneh leadtug 
from Clirr ’mas Sound, 417 — goes to 
1 lead of Nassiiii Bay, 427 — discovciK 
lieagle Chumiel, 429 — ruitives, 430 — 
goes towards (Jape C'oort Siicccs?*, 


-^37 ’— wtracl ifim natives 

near Cape j&rabam, difl^eultics, 448, 

Mur^x at Fort SJi £lena, 6 — {Magd^ 
/aqt^)b]V>U|(btup:l^ t3'— foiind^ 

in Eagle Bay, 37, 

MytUuSt at Port.SV^ Eleiia^ 6— at Fort 
Gallant, 133. 

MyHluit chorus, at Chtloe, *290. 

Mytihs MageUanwus, at Chiloe, tiqp. 

Narhorougli, Sic John, fj|€i«led, 4, .3, 25, 
76 -iipriceof Patagoiunns, 99, 123, 
19*2. 

Narrow, English, described. 335. 336. 

Narrow^ First, passage attempted, 14— 
dearth, tide«, ir>— passed again, i lo, 

1 1 1 — fidj^-racc before entering, 3'2-. 

Narrow, Gula, tides, 265 — passed by 
Adelaide, 340. 

Narrow, Kirke, 347 — prospect alter 
leaving it, 348 — tides, errors, \vidt;r 
channel, 349— 'plan of Narrow, r-ingn- 
lar ( dilie.s 3r/N 357* 

Narrow, Murray, tides, shores, TMtiws, 
wiaids, 4!J0, 440 — channels near, 
mountains, anecdote, wigwjun, 441 
tides. giifcicrF, 442 — disadvinu;*'.'* s, 

443. 

Narrow', Second, passed, 20, 5)5, 

Narrow, SInqr, \ 39. 

Nuitovv of Sail Henito, 264. 

Narrow, White, intricate, ;U7 — J'g’ce 
able prospect, 348. 

Nassau Bay, 425 — inaslcr 
tiirtmgh it, .pJO—fonrit rly 
Francis, evrorsin charvf. 433- ‘ 

cxHiniited, 438. 

Nautical remarks, gales on ea-'k ia 
coH-^t of PuUgonitt, vOiti\inco oi Stv; 
of Magalhaens, 463— Staren Id<,n(!, 
New Year Tsbinds. tb't — p*- ■>': 
round (’ape Horn, baromeler, 4l.» 
Iwrometer olf Cape Horn, 4b''>r d'/ - 
directions (or passage through .^tr. <!, 
468— anchomges, 4fe, 47‘» " ' »d v ii* 
tage of passing Sfmit from Paeilii; i. » 
Atlantic, 47 » , 47‘^-- further riirenio' * 
473, 474, 47f>. 

Neesham B»y, Indians near, '2h;. 

Negro Cape, 21, 2*2, ^ f atr>* 
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N«tr. 

Rock, ChunMiti, 

• ‘““i W — iliiil>v«ed 8!l%R#i#i0f^ 

■,^: 93 ,*‘ vi > v';.'.,>-, ^ , . I'.v,-- 

nm IslHtwl, ]^^eeii4 p«W»ir»«* 837 — 
Tower Roeks^^ 38^, ^ 

North Cove> 3B»4t , , 

Obstruct bn Sound, tidjCs, 35^4 — re* 
ma’^ V, 35a. 

Oidemia P(tlac 1 toj \:a^ 35. 

Oliver Islands, 3151. 

OphuKumt near Cape FahweatliiT, B. 
V^nge Bay, 426, 4^7— .tvnchonigc, pro- 
ductions, 430. 

Orthoceratite, fossil resembling un, Rocky 
Bay, 321. 

i)sorii> Pedro, at Cliikk% Byron, ‘ Dese- 
oho,* 3 «i 7 . 

(hum EduliSf at Chllbe, ayi. 

Ostrea^ tbasil at Port Stit. Elona, 4« 
Otway, Port, i6{i^Meatbei','vvooilFN 170 
— trei% soil, birds, 323, 

Otway Water, 224. 

Tarnpero, 1H9, 190. 

!‘artiili’I Peak, 163, 11)4. 
f^atagoniaiiv, near Gregory Bay, »t> — 
-size, friendliTiessi, (iress, weapons, 
go in Adveniure to Cape N%?gro, 
native names, 20 — appearance rles- 
cribed, — met again in Gieg»>ry 
Bay, animals with them, Brj—ftccount 
of various tribes, bb, By— go on Iwjatd 
;‘ihips, intoxication, 8B — tiude, Bp-^ 
ri'ligiotts cerenjony, 90, 91 — toltioir, 
utensils, 93— tomb, father’s g^etj 
women, tKTUpatioiis, 94 — parcoCwl 
Hlfeetion, anecdotes, 95 — their size, 
};b — tbrmev accounts compared, 97, 
pO, 99, 100, SOI, iOi2— charitcter, 103 
-contempt for PuegiHii.s, 104- fires, 

» 10-^ tomb }ii Gregory Bay re -visited,’ 
HZ — nativea arrive, traffic, n;) — 
cordial mec^ng. 114 — rmtivc;# on 
l>our(l, Ilf? — ju Pocket Harbour, 
!«untlng, t^i, 15a— seen ugain.toldos, 

' 83 — ^ PoituguCso sailors living with 
- 'J’.em, native language, 184— -observed 
* .^gain in Gregory Bay, 321. 

biiiagoniaii Gavy, 5, 


at Port Sia. Ekim, 6 ^ 
Pmi ^4 Upcvhi-formu, ig. 
to 

Pechcjc^, Fuegiaii expression, aiiee- 

to?a* 3 i 3 » BM. 315 — tUCTitoeti 

again, 3^0. 

Perikefc Harbour, 151, 183, 184, tiia* 
Pectm mtreua, hi Eagle Bay, 37. 
Penguins, 387 — mode of feeding young, 

. 

Phakcromrax IntpnrinUs^ 359. 

Pfiova J'abatMy food of ruegiiins, 24. 

Pico, 292, 

IMlar, Cape, 79, nioimtftiiis 

near, 37 0— tide, 455. 

Pinoleo, Araucanian Cacique, jiccount 
of meeting neai Concepcion, daugh- 
ters. tlieir dress, or naroents, reception 
from hioi, his appeamnee, 309 — fol- 
lowers, intoxication, 310, 

Pinto, Gen .*r;d, Uircetov of Chile, 209. 
Piurc, rernarUaldc aj)peaniri<X', 290, 
l^lata. River, Bniziiian SH'{ua«iron, con- 
fusion, mistake, iBf) — severe ’pam- 
pero,’ effects, 189, 190 — gales, 191^ — 
curreuts, 40 \ , 
j'laya Parda, 3 \ 2. 

Pobfhorns Novcp ZcaiaadUi^i 1 43. 
Possc^vnon, Capo, 12— tides, 1% lo — 
defeutjou, 109 — weather: i»o, 
PaUtacua JiruitrafKiintiSt near Pori Fa- 
mine, 39* 

Quiurjii s^jin, Sound, 174. ny:,- Ade- 
laide then', 324, 

<4uo(l, (kpo, 247* 

Roldan ('ampaPa de, 27. 

Rundlc Passage. :V-V2.. 

Rupert island, rooks, weather, 24(1. 

Saddle Isloud, nuignotie. needle much 
afteeted, sfouery, whales, kelp^-fisii, 

Siiutiago, joiumoy to, 207, 208— tl’csUhej , 

110. 

.Sarmiento, •— sent to look for Sir 
Fotneis Drake, enters Stinit, 29 — 
siiis to ku’ui establishn^nt^i:, 30 



nMtflcfi out cily^ ookiRto 
.i goes to Kio de J 4 i»«iro. 3 if'« 4 i«apfmto 
^ mciitst tnkejt p(^ M — liki 

^;, a(!count of natives near UseilM Baf, 
■ 1-25 — CampAtm de Hoidtui, 130-^ 
discovery of Oiilf of THntdad* 

■ Al>ra* op]>ostte Flayd Fnrda» 
•3ia-^UQtj^ 340.. 

Saiipiento obannelt passed, 34ir-^dis* 
ooveries, course followed 346. 

— — Mount;, first appearance, a6 

— heijjht, 37 , — seent^in, 130,147, 

Sf/J!, 

Siue Cobour^j Prince of; wrecked in 
Fury Harbour, 6b' — crew’s siiffentigs, 
saved by Beagle, 67 » 

Sea-Bear Bay, 6 — described by Nodalcs, 
I c} 3— animals, birds, 195. 

tSeab teaching tlieii* young to swim, 422. 

Selmstian San, Channel supposed, no- 
ticed by Nodrdes, 122 — vaiioiis voy- 
agers' opinions, 123 — vain search, 45B. 

.Sedger River, month changeii, reriturks, 
;iT“'-trc(?s, 38. 

.Sh«gs (corvorants), nests on trees in 
Cotifteimy i^uud, 

Si)oli, Robert X-.ieut., interview with 
natives, 23, c f, 65 — death of, 121, 

iSkyring, Idcun., 77, 78, ! 65'— takes com- 
mand of Beagle, 1 82 —superseded, 
iHB — hikes conuraind of Aderaide, 
goes 10 survey xMagdalen, Cockbuni. 
and Baibiira Chfinnels, leaches Port 
Galianr, 241 — part compsuiy near 
Cape Upright, 24<)— meeta Indians, 
256 — near Cape Upright, 35B -* 
s«*arche.sfor ‘ Ancmi Sin ijalida’ of fkir- 
micftCo, 261 — natives 262 — tides, 
263 — weather, 2>b’4 — fns journal, 266 
— sail;* for gulf of PeiiiiS, 301— -journal 
of proeeetlings, 323— examines River 
San Tadeo, 327— proceedings, 32B— 
returns to Adelaide, 329— illness, 333 
— olficers' pro{:ecding8, 34^“^JWKumcs 
iluty, 317 - dihftppointfneids, 350, 351 
— exccilciire of charts, 3l>6\ 

Skyring Mount, ascent;, inemorial, 253, 
254 — described, strong local attrac- 
tion, efi'ect on compasses, 382,363— 
view from it, 303. 

Sky ring atcr, 22 H — rides, land, birds, 

229, 

Skunk; or /-oviilo, 184, 163. 


aurvev 

SnalEea at £l«m, 0 , 

Sktovry Qonnd, aa?- 

Speedwell Bay, i^bundance pf #iW«fovvl, 
emba, 

Spencer Capft, 4^1 ^ 435 * 

Steamer- B»ck,'or Kace« Horse, 35, 36. 

Stewart Harbour described, 4 ts advan- 
tages, 40G* ^ 

Stokes, Pringle C !.)tain, coinmands 
Beagle, 2, 1 6, 26, — rescues crcov 

^'f sbip.^tecked vessel, 65—- jouvnah 
67 to Ho — diuigerous criits<*. 73— skill 
aiid daring, 77— rides to f^»tago!«iaii 
toJdos, 92— ordered to Port Dcskv, 
108— arrival at Port Famine. 119 > 
proceedings during absence. 12*-- 
sails jj^ain, r24—descnlH«.s iiougnbi 
ville HarbOttPj 146— returns to 
Famine, sufferings, illness, i,>o. 1.-,! -. 
death, 153— tmfinishe«l jouina), ; .i 
s8i, 

Stokes, Mr. goes to explore 
Channel, 221, 225- i»ayu>w t* {;»;>. 
232, 233— Kixanuaes I! ape 
382 — Fury Iliuboiir, 384,41;;,. 

Stircc^ Good, Cape, 44/3, 448 — tho 
anchorage in bay, swell, 450— ^ , 
40 ‘‘- 


Tadeo San, River, 323, 327, 3^8. 
Tainur Cape, weather off. ; 

in Bay of, 73 — returns tbre * tipa.?. , 
Tam, Mr., 4— excursion to Kiv^ii* i; » 
35 — ascends Mount 1:, :u o ^ 
— interview with natives, oj- jui;. 
mil of Table I,a«d, i i i— l.ap'ik* Ik; , 
i!7 — in Adeiaidc, 143. Mo — vr,:.'; 
PuUgonians, 15* — sigiiai no*, e- ..nfr 
coes, 194' 

Tam Mount, ascent of, 40— -honja o. 

ture, ob^servHtions, d* seoiu, .>2, .yi 
Tm) found at Port J'^lcna, 5. 
Tower Rock near Port Dcsiie, riaeiMk- 
ttblo, Niuhorough’s doKcriptiou, m... 
3 'ower Rocks, off U^uir Islaml 
Tower, rock like, near Aguinv; Pay, 

447. 

TrinidkUl Sauclisinia, GoUo dc In. t,,:-. 
IVctt Puatas Cape, 15H, 161. 



Don 

Bccouns of the«, ndtoftweJFinii. 1?*^. 
nandex, 3o<J. . ,.i, , 

* WltiiDO Vlajfe at ide Mima!- 

lanes,' qiiot»*,.:«', joi, 

ITprfglit, Cap®, *?qiiii!ity^i^^waather, 

Use!ef»‘i,j 5 ay, )ia6. 

.■'kK _ , _ n ■ , 

VflUliyiade, tbiiniMr 

a%<^-Indmni!r^iift8iroy tUvfia, nettler^ 
migxatc, a7«. 

I 3 lay, m 

'Vfilpai*ai»o, a67, 210. : 

Vicente San, Bay, 45;^. 

\'icd!na Amires <ie, at San 
wrecked, refc«n», ^ |»i; 

Abided Monte, depart xn-t* 
turn to, and s>iil froiu, ^ 
meeting with Caiitein r/,'5«4«i> 
gaiea in leaving/ 

— fitiAiiy quitted, 

.Virgins Cupe, la, 105, hk^, 

AVager, loss of, 3^4 to 3^7^ 

Vi jirr’Tigton cove, i 3 ,;; — geo 1 r»gy, • 
productions, 139, 

Waterfall iiay, weather, titles v o3't. 

‘VaWrfeU, Port, 5 ^- 5 ^. 

AVcddell’s Leading Hill, 4 4^-t • 




<N>k, ,eo«^ \o% 


c<^y.^ ?*J>, hirdlA, 3^5. 
Wiltiidtii, dipo, ^ 5^. 

Wtciil^aid tfieut. , eon^mand of’ 

lldpfep — meet?: Indfeywi,, 1.5—1^. 
tuniN to p 4 i»rt. Fninm*, -Ore* 

to 

0;; .C'A-i'xps.,^^ ■* i;..?; 

AV ».V, ?',^-tedl, ' 

•*.• .‘if" .Ijl 

4^ ' ' ■ ■ ■ ■■‘' 

■ -ijl^ -KStSic t‘^'4/ii.-;*+f-^'). 
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